Redbourn Parish Council
Winter 2012 /13

EAST COMMON PROJECT
An enthusiastic group of volunteers have come together
under the umbrella of the East Common Project to raise
the money needed to provide a modern play area
suitable for children of all ages.

Contacts
for Redbourn Parish Council
The Clerk,
Redbourn Parish Council,
Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn,
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 7LR
The Parish Council office is open
Monday – Thursday 10.00 - 4.00
Fridays
10.00 - 1.00
Christmas and New Year opening:
Monday 24th Dec
10.00 - 1.00
then closed until
Monday 31st Dec
10.00 - 1.00
Tuesday 1st January closed
Tel. 01582 794832 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

A draft scheme has been presented to the Parish
Council who are in full support and have dedicated
£10,000 towards the project. In total, the scheme is likely
to cost in the region of £75,000. This will be raised
through a combination of grants, corporate sponsorship
and local fundraising. For more information, see Cllr
Nadia Davies’ article on page 4
Also in this newsletter:
Parish Council Grants, and how to apply – page 8
Farewell to our neighbourhood policewoman – page 9
Fireworks Night raffle winners – page 12
‘Redbourn in Bloom’ wins Gold – page 14

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
Emma Payne
ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK

Karen Hatt

COUNCILLOR CONTACTS BACK PAGE
WEBSITE: Information about the
Council including agendas and
minutes can be found on our website:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
MEETINGS: The public are welcome at
all Council and Committee meetings.

High Street Christmas Fare – page 21

A Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year
from the staff and councillors of Redbourn Parish Council
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ROOM BOOKINGS: To hire the Main
Hall or Conference Room call our
booking line: 01582 794421
ADVERTISING: To place an advert in
the next newsletter contact the Clerk
by 21st February. Rates on page 2
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
What a wonderful summer we have had, not so much for the weather
but for the spirit of Great Britain shining through.
From the Queen and Prince Phillip’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations through
the Olympics and the Paralympics, to the winning of the Best Parish in the
St Albans District in Bloom Competition and the Anglia in Bloom Gold
award in the Small Town Category. The spirit of hard work, dedication and
outstanding effort is the theme running through all these events and my
congratulations to all the members of Redbourn in Bloom for the work they
do in making our village such a colourful place to live in.
You will see in this edition of Redbourn News that the Parish Council, working with residents, has
embarked on a project to re-develop the East Common play area into a modern multi-age facility for the
young residents of the village. This is a very ambitions new project that will take hard work, dedication and
a great deal of effort to realize. Please support in any way you can through time, knowledge, experience
or money.
I am pleased to confirm that the new Parish Council administrative team is in place. Emma Payne as
Clerk and Karen Hatt as Administrator are now providing the service to residents and the Council. Their
contact details can be found on the front page of this newsletter.
Sadly, we say goodbye to Cllr. Tom Hardy who, having moved to St Albans, has resigned from Redbourn
Parish Council. Tom has been a great asset to the Council, and masterminded our 2012 entry to the
Village of the Year with a fabulous morning of community activities. That left, what we call in parish
council circles, a casual vacancy, which has now been filled by Alison Gardner. A warm welcome to her.
Finally on behalf of all your Parish Councillors I take this opportunity to wish you, your families and friends
a Merry Christmas and a happy and more prosperous New Year.
Cllr. David Fenton
Chairman – Redbourn Parish Council

Editor’s Comments
Thank you very much to those councillors
and residents who have contributed to the
winter 2012 /13 edition of Redbourn News,
the newsletter of the Parish Council.
Thanks also to the businesses and
individuals who have placed ads, without
which this newsletter wouldn’t be possible!
Let me know if there is anything you would
like to see in the next newsletter: Spring /
Easter 2013, to be published mid-March.
Articles on Redbourn issues and events are
always very welcome. Get in touch with me
by 21st February 2013 (at the latest).

REDBOURN

news

Advertise your business or
event in the Redbourn News.
Published quarterly by
Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free to
the homes and businesses of
the Parish of Redbourn.

Advertisement rates:

1/8th page £22
1/4 page £41

REDBOURN SURVEY 2020 vision

Half page £78

Nearly 500 survey forms were completed and returned to the Council,

Full Page £150

representing the views of around 750 residents. That’s a terrific
response and the information will form the basis of our Parish Plan.
Cllr David Fenton and I are currently analysing your views and these
will be published in 2013. In the meantime, a big thank you to all those
who took the time and trouble to take part.

Deadline for the next edition
(spring / Easter): Thursday 21st
February 2013, for publication
mid-March.

Cllr. David Mitchell
(cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk)

Contact the RPC Clerk for more
details. Tel. 01582 794832
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MEET YOUR COUNCILLOR
lan Caldwell
I was born in South Wales but left at 18 to attend Hatfield Polytechnic as was,
married and never returned to live in Wales. I have had a diverse career ranging
from academic research to pharmaceutical research, a spell being selfemployed and then spent the last fifteen years working with mental
health patients and ended representing patients detained under
the Mental Health Act.
I have lived in Redbourn for about 18 years but as my work entailed extensive travel throughout
southern England had little spare time until the middle of last year when I retired. On retiring I wanted to
become involved in village life and when a casual vacancy (the same as the title of JK Rowling’s new
book!) occurred last year, I applied was accepted, and thus I joined the Parish Council.
I am an active member of The Friends of the Nickey Line and take full advantage of the ease of access to
London and it's cultural activities therefore when there was vacancy on the Commons Committee, I
jumped at the chance to join it as the committee looks after the PC's interest in open spaces and the
cultural side of the village. I am also the PC's nominated trustee for the Museum and have been made
very welcome. The Museum is an integral component of the cultural activities in the village and until
I became a trustee I was unaware of the number of people who are actively involved in the Museum and
its activities.
The PC is small, having 12 Councillors and therefore each of us serves on more than one committee.
Once a month the PC meets in full to discuss the various committees’ reports and if accepted ratify
the committee's decisions. The committee structure is such that I have quickly become aware of the
intertwining nature of the various Redbourn bodies and also I realise that the village is very dependent
upon a very small number of active volunteers for all of the activities which make Redbourn such a great
community to live in.

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourn.cars.co.uk
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East Common Project
www.eastcommonproject.co.uk
You may remember that I wrote in the last newsletter about plans to refurbish the East Common play area,
a very popular area for families and residents in Redbourn now sorely in need of resurfacing and
refurbishment.
An enthusiastic group of volunteers have now come together under the umbrella of the East Common
Project to raise the money needed to build it.
The project hopes not only to meet the wishes of the residents and children of the village but importantly, to
meet the following aims:











To provide a local play area suitable for children of all ages.
Currently, the play areas in Redbourn provide play equipment for children averaging five to six
years old or younger. There are very few, if any, outdoor play areas for older children. The scheme
specifically provides play equipment suitable for older children.
To provide a play area for families
As well as equipment for older children, the scheme incorporates a dedicated toddler area as well
as smaller equipment for five to eight year olds. In this way families with children of all ages are
able to enjoy East Common.
To provide an all-inclusive area
At present there are extremely limited opportunities for disabled children in Redbourn. Our
scheme incorporates specific Disability Discrimination Act compliant equipment, accessible
equipment and a bonded path to and within the play area suitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs.
To provide shelter
At the moment there is no shelter from the elements at East Common. The scheme incorporates a
sheltered seating area which will not only provide rain cover but will also provide a picnic area for
visiting families.
To be sympathetic to the Common
The current equipment is brightly coloured metal. Our scheme is a natural wood area with
landscaping and planting so that it is sympathetic to one of Redbourn’s most beautiful areas,
Redbourn Common.

cont. next page
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East Common Project cont.
A draft play scheme has now been presented to the Parish Council who are in full support and have
dedicated £10,000 towards the project. The scheme is likely to cost in the region of £75,000. This will be
raised through a combination of grants, corporate sponsorship and local fundraising.
The East Common Project recently put on a local quiz night at the Cricketers which was sold out and are
currently planning:




Redbourn Film Festival at Redbourn Parish Centre on 9 December 2012; enjoy a coffee/tea and
pastries while the kids watch “Elf” or get in the mood for Christmas with “It’s a Wonderful Life” over
mulled wine and minced pies.
Christmas Fete for local children on 16 December 2012

Other plans afoot are Spring Band Night, Star Wars Premier, Toddle Waddle and a sponsored bicycle ride
from Redbourn to Epernay (400 miles in four days!).

We have just started fundraising and would welcome any
volunteers who want to be part of a fantastic local project which
will make a real difference to families in Redbourn.
For further details about our events, to see the draft plans or get in
touch have a look at our new website www.eastcommon.co.uk
or show your support by liking us on Facebook Redbourn East
Common Project or follow us on Twitter @eastcommonproj.
Cllr. Nadia Davies
(cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk)
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COUNTY NEWS from Maxine Crawley,
County and District Councillor for Redbourn
As the evenings draw in it’s wonderful to know that our village is still turning
out in droves for community events, as we all did in the summer for
Redbourn’s own Jubilee and Olympic celebrations. The fireworks were
fantastic and Remembrance Day was well attended, as it is every year.
I’ve been privileged, through my locality budget, to be able to contribute grants to many events and
th
organisations including Redbourn Youth Council’s Christmas Tea (December 15 ), Redbourn’s Christmas
Fair, a new nursery and our summer celebrations.
Looking towards next year I secured a grant from District Council to start up a youth café (milkshake bar)
which will be a great hang out for our teenagers. I’m working closely with the Parish Council, who are being
brilliant as ever, to open it either in the Spring or Autumn, depending on how much work needs to be done!
If you know of any teenagers who would like to help, please phone or email me.
Highways matters take up about 60% of my time as a Councillor. Through my Highways Locality Budget
Lord’s Meadow and North Common were just resurfaced. More schemes will be carried out next year
including the new Fish Street/High Street roundabout. The informal consultation is coming to a close after
which we’ll, hopefully, be moving forward with the budget considerations – nothing Council related is ever a
short process! I’ve also asked for an extra verge cut on the Redbourn/St Albans road next July and new
double yellow lines outside The Cricketers pub where it joins the Hemel Hempstead Road. There will also
be more road maintenance for which I have a shortlist. My Highways Officer will rank it in order of severity
and I’ll be doing as many as I can within the budget.
It’s always good to hear from you with your thoughts and needs, so please contact me by email or phone.
Last but not least may I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year.
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Hayley Leach

Usui Reiki Master/Teacher
Reiki Treatments
In the comfort of your own home
Reiki is a form of energy healing which not only helps us
on a physical level but on an emotional level also, bringing
back harmony and balance in one’s self.
For centuries healing using Life Force Energy has been
practiced all over the world and it is with thanks to a
Japanese gentleman by the name of Dr. Mikao Usui that
this healing technique is practiced in the Western World
and is used in conjunction with other alternative therapies
and in the medical profession to enhance their
effectiveness.
We can very often find ourselves caught up in today’s
“fast-track” way of life and this is where Reiki can help
relax us back into our own natural rhythm allowing us to
let go of the “baggage” that we collect along the way in our
everyday lives. I give treatments in the comfort of your
own home the cost of which is £24.oo per treatment which
is approximately just over one hour including consultation
time.

We are open every day except Mondays,
from 9am until 5.30pm - see you soon!
Be Welcomed by Pam, Mox, Simon, Lindy

I am available to give treatments weekday afternoons and
some evenings if requested.
Contact telephone number: 07824187349

Redbourn Youth Clubs
After a successful re-launch of the older age club in September, both clubs are now thriving. The younger
age group club, for 8-11 year olds at Redbourn Recreation Centre was supported by the ‘Rurban’ project of
activities for children for the first six weeks of term. The older club at the Parish Centre is now for children of
11 years and over, allowing members who attend different secondary schools outside the village to maintain
the friendships they made at junior school.
A vacancy has arisen for a paid youth worker to assist the youth leader on Tuesday evenings, and
anyone 18 or over who wants a few hours paid work one evening a week should apply to the Chair (details
below).
Due to pressure of bookings at the Parish Centre, the older age club only runs until 8pm at present.
Perhaps because of this, members are trying to get in as soon as the youth leader comes to set up the
room, and an appeal has gone out to parents to make sure their children do not arrive at the Parish Centre
until 6.30pm. The times of the clubs are:
8-11 years old at the Recreation Centre: 6.30pm to 8.30pm
11 and over at the Parish Centre: 6.30pm to 8pm.
Chair of the Youth Club Committee, Cllr Vivienne Windle, said: “We hope to sort out the issues of timing
for the older youth club as soon as possible. In the meantime, we need more volunteers for fundraising and
to help with the club on the occasional Tuesday evening.”
For more information about the clubs, contact: Vivienne Windle on 01582 626351 for the older club, and
Paul Sands at the Recreation Centre on 01582 626202 for the younger age group.

AIRCRAFT NOISE: to complain about aircraft noise, send an email to Luton Airport at: noise@ltn.aero
include your name and address and the time and date of your noise complaint. Currently there is a flight
path directly over Redbourn, however the Parish Council is in negotiation with Luton Airport management to
have the flight path moved to go between Hemel Hempstead and Redbourn. News on this soon.
Cllr. David Mitchell, RPC Aircraft Noise Working Party
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PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS
At this time of year Redbourn Parish Council starts to plan its budget for the next financial year,
starting 1st.April 2013, and part of that budget includes setting aside money to aid local initiatives
by way of grants.
Individuals and organisations are entitled to apply to the Parish Council for a grant for a project
that will be for the benefit of some or all of the residents of Redbourn and all applications will be
considered on their merits.
Application forms are available from the Parish Council offices and this year we are trying to be as
flexible as possible by not putting a time limit on making the application. However there are
certain criteria which must be met before we can consider making a grant, as explained on the
application form, and we would expect organisations to supply a copy of their latest accounts with
the completed form.
Although there is no time limit it will help you and us if you apply sooner rather than later and we
would aim to give out grant cheques at the Annual Parish Meeting in May
Cllr Michael Morton, Chairman of the Finance Committee

Claridge & Hall Bros Ltd
Building . Roofing . Decorating
Quality Work at Competitive Prices
Tel: 01582 715267
Email: clarhall@gotadsl.co.uk
Established 1890

Colin O’Donovan & Sons
Your local plumbers since 1969
PLUMBING – HEATING – BATHROOMS - BOILER CHANGES – NEW TAPS ETC

Gas Safe and CIPHE registered
Redbourn 01582 792382
& 07860 631463
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Farewell to Ward Constable
Christine Clayton
By Barry Welch, Redbourn NHW Ward Coordinator
After 8 1/2 years working the Redbourn Beat we say a fond farewell to
our dedicated officer Christine Clayton, as she retired from the Force in
November. To those who knew her, and there can’t be many who didn’t,
Christine was a conscientious officer who went about her business in a
way that was constructive and beneficial to the community; someone who
earned the respect of both those who fell outside the law as well as the
ordinary law abiding citizens of this parish.

PC Christine Clayton (left)
with PCSO Allison Dewar

Always realistic and pragmatic in her approach to problem solving, Christine was honest in her assessment
of what could or could not be done to resolve an issue, without giving false hope or expectation. Christine
had very good relationships with local councillors at all levels and with Neighbourhood Watch and other
groups, where she formed close working partnerships to ensure a good liaison between police and public.
She has always been willing, in conjunction with her PCSO colleague, Alli, in making sure that there were
frequent and regular meetings with Redbourn NHW, where often the attendance was at a maximum for the
venue because she openly demonstrated her support for our membership which grew massively throughout
her tenure. As I write this article, together with the parish council we are planning to host a farewell reception
for Christine at the Parish Centre following the Remembrance Day service on The Common. This will be her
last official duty with Hertfordshire Constabulary before hanging up her boots and body protection kit and a
very fitting way of saying goodbye to the many villagers who have become her friends. From us all Christine,
we thank you for all that you have done for the village and we wish you a long, happy and fulfilling
retirement. Do please keep in touch with your friends here.
And Welcome to Constable Jane Flemons, our new Ward Constable. Jane is succeeding Christine straight
away, having recently joined the Safer Neighbourhood Team at Harpenden from the County
Communications Department and before that she experienced the role of Ward Constable in another part of
St Albans District. Neighbourhood Watch looks forward to working with you.
REMEMBER - If you see something suspicious, phone 101. If you see a crime in progress, phone 999.
Where there is doubt in your mind, phone 999.
For more information go to www.owl.co.uk Sign in to OWL and look at: The Home page for recent
messages, crime advice and local contacts. Click on ‘Local’ for NHW and police contacts.
Join NHW now. It’s free to join and keeps you in touch.
Email barrywelch@ntlworld.com or Phone 01582 626443

THOMPSON
CLEANING SERVICES
Industrial/Commercial/Office Cleaners
25 years experience working in Redbourn area.
Flexible hours and Competitive rates

Phone for a free quote
01727 842269 or 07768 611275 (m)
chris.tcs@hotmail.com
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition,
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be picked
up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded at
a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

The Ver Valley Society
www.riverver.co.uk
The Ver Valley Society promotes all aspects of the River Ver and its valley. We have over
200 members and are always very pleased to welcome new ones.
We produce a quarterly newsletter and hold four Open Meetings a year at different venues up and down the
valley. Our next Open Meeting is on 28 January 2013 at Redbourn Village Hall when our guest speaker is
Jonathan Forgham, on the “Wildlife of a Hertfordshire Village”. Visitors or newcomers are most welcome to
attend and it is free admission for all.
If you want to know more visit our web-site, or you can contact our Secretary John Fisher 01582 792843 or
email john.fisher@btclick.com.

Angelic Realms' Pamper Evening
Friday 7th December 6.30 – 9.30
Redbourn Parish Centre
www. angelicrealmsherts.co.uk

Bookings: 01442 269619 or info@angelicrealmsherts.co.uk
Christmas Gifts, Reiki, Tarot Readings, Angel Card Reading,
Reflexology, Indian Head Massage, Threading,
Massage, Energy Clearing, Jewellery, Toiletries and much more.
Page | 10
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Commons Comments
Redbourn in Bloom
Congratulations to Redbourn in Bloom for winning a
Gold Medal in the Anglia in Bloom competition and
winning the Parish of the Year award in the District in
Bloom Awards organised by St Albans District
Council. Well done to all the volunteers and
organisers.

Cumberland Gardens
Cumberland Gardens is a lovely peaceful oasis in the
heart of the High Street. It is opened every day at
8am and closed at 6pm by a willing band volunteers
on a rota of one week in eight. New volunteers for
2013 are required to help maintain this rota and if
you are interested in please contact Emma, our Clerk
if you can help. A new litter bin and recycling point
has been installed in the gardens to help with some
of the rubbish being generated.

Parking
A survey is being undertaken of parking at the cricket
club car park and North Common car park as well as
surrounding roads.

Trees
We are undertaking a survey of trees on parish
council owned land to identify the species of tree and
their condition to ensure that all our trees are healthy
and to identify areas where new trees could be
planted.

Benches
As part as a review of parish council property, we are
going to be counting the benches on the Common
and other areas that the parish council looks after.
This will enable us to identify areas where memorial
benches can be situated and to ensure that they are
maintained.

Village Sign
A new ‘Redbourn’ village sign has been erected at
the Hemel Hempstead Road entrance to the village
by the new Redbourn in Bloom planting display.

Nickey Line
The steps at the Ver Meadow entry to the Nickey
Line have become worn and rotten and are being
replaced. We are looking into the feasibility of
putting in a ramp at the Cherry Tree Lane entrance
so that parents with pushchairs and cyclists can
enjoy the Nickey Line. Work will be undertaken to
take back some of the sections of the Nickey Line
where vegetation has narrowed it.
Cllr. Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons,
Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee
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REDBOURN FIREWORKS NIGHT
Over £3000 was raised for local good causes at the Redbourn
Fireworks night on November 3rd. This is much more than last
year so well done, and many thanks to all those that helped to
stage the event and raise the money. This is truly an example
of where the council, residents and local organisations can
come together to put on a fabulous night for everyone!
Cllr. Colin O’Donovan, who has been the event organiser for
many years, has now passed the baton on to local resident
Will Walters. We thank Colin for his sterling work in the past,
and wish Will all the very best for the future.
Thanks as well to our sponsors (opposite) for their generosity
and also to those who provided raffle prizes. If you are one of
the lucky winners of the raffle (see below), please collect your
prize from the Parish Centre before Friday 14th December.
Redbourn Scout Group hot dog stall

2012 Redbourn Fireworks display

The Cricketers and lightsabers!

RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS
Mountain Bike donated by Hauskraft
Meal for two donated by The Chequers
Meal for two donated by The Cricketers
Two bottles of wine donated by The Bull
Bottle of wine donated by The Holly Bush
Bottle of wine donated by Colin O’Donovan
Voucher donated by Redbourn Barber Shop
Voucher donated by W Hall Butchers
Bottle of wine donated by the Co-Op
Box of Biscuits donated by the Co-Op
Box of Chocolates donated by the Co-Op
Tin of Biscuits donated by the Co-Op
Family ticket for County Show 2013
donated by the Herts Showground
Voucher worth £45 donated by
Redbourn Physiotherapy Clinic
Floral arrangement donated by Arrangements
Toiletry set donated by Crown Pharmacy

R Springall
West
Mr Taylor
T Bates
J Doyle
J Hurley
T Wood
Maria
J Richardson
I Beg
Barbara
Darren
L Pearce
Pauline
Flica
Kevin

Prizes must be collected from the Parish Centre by 14th December
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FIREWORKS NIGHT SPONSORS

The Cricketers Pub and Restaurant
Ashbury Construction Construction Services
Ashtead Plant Hire Plant Hire Services
B & M Care, St. Matthews Care Home for the Elderly
Chris Thorpe Associates Ltd Management Consultancy
Fine Fitted Interiors Residential Fitted Furniture
Halls Vehicle Services Vehicle Maintenance
Hardcastle Burton (Redbourn) Ltd Chartered Accountants
Haus Kraft Eco-Friendly Builders, Making Things Better
The Holly Bush A Welcoming Traditional Public House
Jarvis Group Ltd. Multi-disciplined Construction Group
Phillips Funeral Services Ltd All Funeral Related Services
Print–Force.com General Print & Design Services
R S Harding FCA Chartered Accountant
Redbourn Auto Solutions Service and Repair Centre
Redbourn MOT Centre Independent Vehicle Testing
RPM Building Contractors Extension Specialist
The Co-operative Your Community Food Store
Tullochside Farm Mobile Home & Caravan Park
Wall Street Interiors Commercial Interior Refurbishment
Weymans Food Store & Outside Catering
Changing Views Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Clippin’ Marvellous Dog Grooming Spa and Boutique
Oakbridge Homes Bespoke Home Builders
Redbourn Dental Practice
Redbourn Fishery & Sporting Clays
Beaumont Joinery Bespoke Joinery
Bella Sienna Hair & Beauty Salon (new management)
Colin Mason Estate Agents
Country Styles Unisex Hairdressers
Dane End Farm
Hertfordshire County Show
Hopton Furlong Bespoke Jewellery Design
Redbourn Physiotherapy Clinic Multi-disciplinary Treatments
Redbourn Pre-School 2 – 5 Year Olds
Redbournbury Mill Millers of organic flour & artisan bakers
The Post Office Shop
Tim Wharton Antiques www.timwhartonantiques.co.uk
W. Hall Family Butcher’s
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Left to right:
Cllr. Pat Schofield,
Mike Thain, Diana
Whiskin, Tony Bull

After all the gold medals in the Olympics and Paralympics, we thought it was all over. But there was one
more to come. Each year Redbourn in Bloom enters the Village into the Anglia in Bloom Competition. In
this contest there are size categories ranging from Small Village up to Large City. Redbourn is classed as
a Small Town. The competition is largely about floral displays, but also has a range of special awards for
community projects etc., and we have in the past received one or two of these. We have worked our way
up the ratings and received Silver-Gilt for the last four years. This year we thought our floral display was
exceptional, and so it seems did the judges, as they awarded us GOLD. We get a certificate though, not a
medal, see the website: www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/RedbournInBloom. For more information on
Anglia in Bloom, refer to their website: www.angliainbloom.co.uk
Redbourn was also entered in the District Council’s District in Bloom Competition, where we were again
judged Best Parish in Bloom, so a double success.
Redbourn in Bloom strives to make Redbourn a pleasant place to live and work, but we cannot do this
alone. We are indebted to both the Parish and District Councils and their contractors for their work and
support, and also to our members, sponsors, and volunteers, who make it all possible. We also run a
number of garden-related talks and trips throughout the year – see The Common Round or the website.
This year Redbourn in Bloom built a new planter at the Hemel Hempstead Road entry to the Village, with
an Olympic theme. This will be replanted soon as a semi-permanent drought garden. The cart by the Fire
Station has, sadly come to the end of its useful life, as the superstructure is rotten. So next year it will be
replaced by a new planter. We have weeding/deadheading sessions usually on the first Saturday of each
month, starting at 9.30am at the Fire Station – all are welcome to come and help.
If you would like to join or sponsor Redbourn in Bloom, Please contact treasurer Keith Stanley, 42 Lords
Meadow, 01582 792455. Membership is £5 per annum per household. Membership offers a discount for
some items at The Hertfordshire Garden Centre, and on tickets for our talks. Members receive a quarterly
newsletter, also viewable via the website.

QUIZ NIGHT Saturday, 8th December, 7.00 for 7.30 pm

St. Mary's Transept Hall.
Teams of eight. Fish & Chips Supper, (Chicken or veggie option available)
Bring your own drinks & glasses. Tickets: £9.50 (members), £10.00 (non-members)
Contact: Rita Green on 01582 626452 or Pat Schofield on 01582 793096

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:









Extensions
Carpentry and Construction
Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Electrical work

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
for a free estimate and advice
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REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL
WANTED
Would you like to help contribute towards the running of
your Village Hall?
Two members of the Village Hall Management
Committee are shortly retiring and the committee
requires volunteers to take over their essential posts of
Fabric Officer and Fire Safety Officer.
FABRIC OFFICER: A person to organise the repairs and
maintenance of the building.
FIRE SAFETY OFFICER: A person to carry out regular fire
drills and inspections. Arrangements would be made for
the person to attend the necessary basic training.
If you are interested or require further information
about these positions please contact me on the following
email address or phone number.
June Farmer
Chair VHMC
Junefarmer35@btinternet.com
01582 792016

Registered Charity No. 297955
nd

We recently held our 32 Annual Meeting of the Care Group at the Village Hall and it
was good to see a number of our volunteers and supporters there to hear of our
achievements over the past 12 months. We were also pleased to welcome
representatives from our ‘sister groups’ in both St Albans and Markyate/Flamstead,
who come along to hear and perhaps learn from our achievements and consider
whether they might be able to mirror some of what we do.
We, of course, are happy to reciprocate so that we might observe their ideas and methods of doing things.
We are good, but we’re not perfect!
Our audience was reminded that we have 120 volunteer members, a significant number, given the size of the
village. One member, recently retired Mr Vic French, having done almost 20 years’ service with us, was
presented with an engraved coaster in recognition of our gratitude. Jane, our Office Manager gave a rundown of all the journeys we had made, giving lifts to people who mostly lack independent mobility. Nearly 600
car trips to hospitals, surgeries, clubs and centres for the elderly; 17% of these were to attend social functions
so it was pleasing to see that we cater for the nicer things in life as well as the essential!; Our minibus
averaged over 6 scheduled journeys each week, with an average of 50 plus passengers. The bus was also
used for 54 outings, each with a capacity of up to ten passengers, making an awful of people very happy.
The Trustees would like to wish a very ‘Happy Christmas’ to all of our volunteers, both past and present; to
our many clients who are ever grateful for the kindnesses shown by members who help them; to all our
friends who help in many ways with financial support, legal advice and so on; also to our partners at the
Parish Council who help each year to keep our minibus on the road, for which we are ever grateful.
We look forward to the challenges in providing assistance to all those who need us in 2013. The Care Group
Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri to visitors or phone 01582 794550. You can also
visit the Redbourn website at www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’.
Non urgent enquiries can be sent by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
Barry Welch, Chairman
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REDBOURN REMEMBERS
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
Around 500 people attended the service on
Remembrance Sunday at the Redbourn War Memorial to
remember those that had given their lives for their
country. With the centenary of the start of the Great War
fast approaching, local resident Gareth Hughes has
embarked on a project to discover more about those who
died in the two World Wars and are commemorated on
the Redbourn War Memorial. Here is his article:

Redbourn War Memorial - Photo Gareth Hughes

I want to document as much as I can about how Redbourn and its people were affected by both World
Wars. We lost fifty eight men and women in WW1, with a further eighteen in WW2. Their stories are an
important part of what makes our nation what it is, and we should learn the lessons of their sacrifice.
What I thought was going to be a relatively simple task has developed into a sizeable project. I have
identified the majority of those commemorated, but a few still remain elusive. A good example is that of
Nurse Vilvandre, who lost her life in World War Two. She is commemorated on both the Memorial on the
Common and the panelling in St Mary’s Church, but neither shows an initial or first name. Her surname is
not common, but a search of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission records drew a blank. The
Museum research showed she was the daughter of George Vilvandre, a doctor and early pioneer of x-rays,
who had served in France with the British Army in WW1, and who had lived in the village. Following this
lead, I found his obituary which gave further clues and eventually led me to being able to establish she
was recorded under her married name. Nurse Marion Vilvandre was serving with British Forces in Africa,
and in September 1942 married Captain Richard Finch in Asmara, Eritrea. Two months later, she was on
board the SS Nova Scotia when it was torpedoed by a German U boat off the cost of Mozambique. Marion
was among the 783 people who perished, and is remembered in Redbourn and her home town of
Goudhurst, Kent.
Until a few weeks ago, I had little more information about Marion. Then her nephew visited the Parish
Centre to ask about the Memorials, having found out by chance that her name was listed here. By luck, he
spoke to someone who had heard of my research and we were put in touch.
He was able to supply her photograph and more detail about her life. I also
hope to find out more about her father and his wartime experiences which will
give the perspective of those trying to save life, contrasting with the stories of
those involved in the fighting.
If you have any information about anyone who is remembered on the War
Memorials, or who served in any conflict and came back, please get in touch
with me so their stories are not forgotten. You can send me an email at
Redbourn.remembers@gmail.com, or leave a message with the Parish Office.

Gareth Hughes

Nurse Marion Vilvandre Photo Chris Sealy

How should Redbourn mark the centenary of the start of World War I in 2014?
If you have any suggestions, the Parish Council would like to hear from you. Contact the editor of
Redbourn News, Cllr David Mitchell (email: cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk)
or speak to the Clerk at the Redbourn Parish Centre office.
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A friendly run

Hair and Beauty Salon
owned and managed by Sarah Pope (Charles Worthington trained)

The Salon specialises in creative cutting, colouring and hair
advice for both men and women.
Jane Pavey (BAFTA make-up artist) is available for make-up lessons /special occasions/
camouflage make-up for burns, scars, surgery etc. and cross gender make up advice.
She also specialises in eyelash tinting, ‘Dermaroller’ skin treatments, express eyelash
extensions, HD brows and spray tanning.
Other salon services are provided by a ‘Semi-Permanent Make-up’ consultant, a Nail
technician, Harley Street laser teeth whitening practitioner and a Botox/ Filler
practitioner. Wedding packages/Princess parties available.

Do call for obligation free advice on 01582 794747.
56 High Street, Redbourn

Your Recreation Centre
Redbourn Recreation Centre (RRC) is a local independent charity, run by a board of volunteers for the
community. We provide a large range of sports activities and classes - as well as a fitness suite. We
have something for everyone, no matter how active you are! New locally-based staff provide a
welcoming, helpful atmosphere. If you haven’t been to RRC lately you are welcome to visit.
Since becoming manager in September 2011, numerous changes and improvements have created a
family friendly community centre. We were heavily involved in Redbourn Celebrates 2012 and have other
projects planned.
For parents and the very young we have at least ten classes for babies and toddlers including
Hartbeeps, Tiny Acorns, Tumble Tots, Little Kickers and Gwen’s Dance. Young people benefit from a
youth club (junior school-aged children), skate school and the popular Roller Disco ever six weeks.
We have too many activities for adults to list here, but include the Fitness Suite, Pilates, Yoga, Tai Chi,
Zumba and Dance. Redbourn Bowls Club use the all weather rink at RRC and play short mat bowls
indoors – they welcome new members. The rink is also available for casual users.
The bar and meeting room have been re-decorated and are ready for private functions, children’s parties
etc – please consider us for your next event.
We plan to re-start trampolining and kids camp (school holiday club) soon. If you have any ideas or
suggestions for things at RRC we would love to hear from you. Volunteers are always welcome

Paul Sands, Manager
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk
01582 626202
redbournrecreation.co.uk
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The Holly Bush
Public House
The Holly Bush is a welcoming,
traditional Public House serving a
wide range of beers, wines and spirits
including a number of real ales. Guest
beers are often available along with
regular favourites.

Church End, Redbourn AL3 7DU

Phone : 01582 792423
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REDBOURN VILLAGE MUSEUM
Tel: 01582 626495 email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com
The Trustees are delighted to have been joined by Cllr Ian Caldwell who will liaise with the Parish Council.
Ideas are already rolling! Meanwhile, we would like to thank all those of you who turned out in July to
support our Medieval Revels. If anyone has a good photograph of the procession in the High Street we
would like to receive a copy for our archives.
Our AGM will be held on Monday 3 December in the cricket pavilion. All are welcome, and especially
anyone who would like to join us in any capacity. The bar will be open from 7pm, with the meeting starting at
7.30, and this will be followed by some film of old Hertfordshire.
One final Redbourn through the Centuries 2012 event remains, a funeral wake for Geoffrey FitzPlantagenet
who died on 12.12.1212, and this will take the form of a splendid medieval banquet at The Cricketers on 12
December; please contact the pub direct for tickets, which are priced at £30 to include a glass of mead and,
who knows, maybe a visit from the man himself!
Our exploration of the 1300s will kick off on Saturday 23 February,
when Roy Craske will give a lecture entitled ‘Plague, Peasants and
Pilgrimage’ in the Parish Centre at 2pm. The full programme of
events for 2013 will be published in the next Parish Newsletter.
The Museum will close for the winter break on Sunday 25
November, re-opening for the Residents First weekend on
Saturday 26 January when in line with other attractions entry will be
free. We hope you will come and visit us!
Isobel Cranmer, Secretary
Photo: Faye Clack and the two members of Hautbois who led the
procession down Redbourn High Street, recalling the passing of the body
of Eleanor of Castile, as part of the Museum's celebration of the 1200s
(Medieval Revels, 15 July 2012)

Redbourn Christmas Market
Sunday 2nd December, from 11am
“The purpose of the event is to raise funds to buy Christmas lights for the High Street and Cumberland Gardens.”






The Bull car park and garden will be a childrens' area with face painting, bouncy castle, ginger
bread men decorating, stalls and much more.
The Village Hall car park and hall will have stalls and refreshments
More stalls and entertainment in Cumberland Gardens and the proceedings will culminate in
evening entertainment from 4.30pm and the switching on of the Redbourn Christmas lights
The Bull will be holding a charity race night in the evening to further swell the coffers!

Programmes, with a lucky number for the prize draw, will be on sale from numerous outlets in the village.
All are welcome – we look forward to seeing you there!
“It is hoped that this will be the first of many family fun days in Redbourn High Street.” Sandra Woodland
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Acorn Circle of Friends
My name is Linda Gregory and I am a local resident of Redbourn where I have lived with my husband Stephen at Down
Edge for over 34 years. Some of you may remember me from some years back as playing an active part in the Acorn
Group. My life is very different now; I use a wheelchair and due to worsening health I find it extremely difficult to get
out, particularly in winter.
Through my own experiences in the past of coming to terms with living with a disability, I’ve found that it can be very
easy to feel isolated and to lose confidence in life, particularly in the times we live in now where we seem to be losing
the art of connecting with one another.
I am very fortunate with having a wonderfully supportive husband and family and a fantastic team of carers, though
I’ve been thinking that there must be other people of all ages in the neighbourhood whose lives may have changed and
become more isolated through ill health or simply through getting older and losing family and friends.
I’ve decided to do something about this by setting up ACORN CIRCLE OF FRIENDS. This is essentially a way of
connecting with people who may be isolated for any reason with one another. It isn’t a formal ‘society’ as such but a
very small scale way of facilitating mainly 121 connections between local people. Though in time and in better weather
there may be opportunities for us to get together as a group at the Parish Centre.
If you live in Redbourn and feel isolated for any reason and you would like to get involved please do get in touch. And if
you are a local resident with a small amount of time on your hands and would like to get involved by helping to make
this happen, I would love to hear from you.

Lynda (01582 792642)

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE

Rooms for hire

The Main Hall
Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.
“We had a super evening and the facilities were wonderful and I
had plenty of compliments. Many Thanks.” (50th Birthday Party)

The Conference Room
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people with tables.
Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.
"For a community facility, it is outstanding and of a quality and
service that ranks with the best of the commercial training and
hotel venues that we use regularly."
(Major corporation training event)

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)
Residents (private events) and not-for-profit organisations
£20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use £24 per hour, or £20 per hour
for 8+ hours or regular bookings (min. hire once a month)
Discounts if both rooms booked , and for Youth organisations
AV facilities included in price (please request at time of booking)
For further details contact the Clerk on 01582 794421 or email

clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Use of kitchen included.
Food and drink available
through recommended
caterers.
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News from Redbourn Youth Parish Council
Fireworks 2012

by James Crawley

The RYPC, for the fourth year running, ran a stall
at the Redbourn fireworks evening selling hot
chocolate and other various items, such as glow
sticks. This year, we sold mini butter cookies too
which were really popular.
For the first time we made the hot chocolate
ourselves, which was pretty scary (one of the
saucepans overflowed because the hot chocolate
reached boiling point). However, after the first
two big flasks were full, we got into the swing of
it and had all ten flasks filled in an hour.
After we carried the hot chocolate over to our
stand, and we received the table (for a while we
thought we weren’t going to have a table!), the
rest of the night was spent buzzing around trying
to fill the orders that were coming in rapidly.
Grabbing the marshmallows with my gloves on
was a little tricky, and they went all over the
place, but at least I didn’t drop anyone’s drink
this year!
Business was at its peak after the fireworks
display ended. We had an order for six drinks
with everything and my arms were just all over
the place with the marshmallows and the
sprinkles. But my favourite part of the whole
event is handing over the finished drink to our
customer, knowing that we made it from scratch.

What the Youth Council Means To Me
by Hannah Thomson

I have been a member of the Redbourn Youth
Parish Council for just over a year now and I
have to say that joining was one of the best
decisions that I have ever made.
Initially I was a little nervous about joining, but
everyone was extremely welcoming and
friendly, and I have definitely made some lifelong friendships.
We have meetings once a month where we
discuss a number of interesting and exciting
issues to improve Redbourn and make it a
better place for young people.
We also take part in various events throughout
the year, from a Christmas Tea for the elderly
to a FIFA night for local teenagers. All of these
events are really good fun and are also very
rewarding!
Taking part in the Youth Council has opened a
lot of doors as well. I have been able to appear
at county conferences and even on local radio:
opportunities that I would never have been
able to do without the Youth Council.
It has definitely improved my confidence,
particularly my public speaking ability, and it
has given me a good insight to what life is like
as a councillor and local politician. It is an
amazing experience and I can’t recommend it
enough!
Hannah Thomson
taking part in a
panel event at St
Albans District
Chambers during
October's Local
Democracy Week

Eventually, we ran out of cups and we had to
close. We went through almost two hundred
cups in just one hour!
The stand at fireworks night is my favourite RYPC
event of the year, and I always look forward to it.
The sheer excitement and challenge of running a
stand, trying to get every order correct and
having satisfied customers is always a thrill.

The Redbourn Youth Parish Council meet in the
Parish Centre on the third Tuesday of each month
between 6-8pm. If you, or a young person you
know would like to get involved please contact
their Youth Support Worker, Debi Roberts on
07990 782 399 or 01442 454 060 or email
debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Christmas Tea
Redbourn Youth Parish Council (in association with
Redbourn Care Group) will be hosting their Annual
Christmas Tea for elderly and isolated members of
the community on Dec 15th at the Parish Centre.
If you would like to donate something for the tea or
for Santa’s sleigh or if you know someone who
should be invited to this wonderful afternoon please
contact Debi Roberts, details opposite.
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS winter 2012 /13

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Fenton, Chairman RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
Old Dairy Farm
The Common
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7NB
Mobile
07585 907009
Email cllr.david.fenton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
29 Crown Street
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7JX
Phone
01582 793147
Email
cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

David Mitchell, Vice-Chair RPC,
Chair of Planning Committee
South Field House
Lilly Lane, Hemel Hempstead
HP2 7HR
Phone
01442 257720
Mobile
07973 418124
Email cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths and
Open Spaces Committee
7 Ver Road,
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7PE
Phone
01582 792382
Email cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
2 High Street
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7LJ
Phone
01582 793478
Email cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ron Stent
10 Saberton Close
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7DS
Phone
01582 793151
Email cllr.ron.stent@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
47 Snatchup
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7HF
Phone
01582 793710
Mobile
07801 658965
Email cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
14 Saberton Close
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7DS
Phone
01582 793760
Email cllr.m.crawley@stalbans.gov.uk
District Councillors
Roger Gray - details as above
Tony Swendell
6 Monks Close
Redbourn, St Albans,
AL3 7PR
Phone
01582 792076
Email cllr.a.swendell@stalbans.gov.uk
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Roger Gray
Stoneleigh
Blackhorse Lane
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7EP
Phone
01582 762914
Email cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Pat Schofield
82 The Park
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7LT
Phone
01582 793096
Email cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
1 Coopers Meadow
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7EY
Phone
01582 626351
Email
cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
6 Brache Close
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7LX
Phone
01582 799083
Email cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell
4 Flint Copse
Redbourn, St Albans
AL3 7QE
Phone
01582 794768
Email cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
Parliamentary Office
House of Commons
Westminster
London
SW1A 0AA
Phone
02072194577
Email feedback@peterlilley.co.uk
Parliamentary Assistant – Christine Percival
Constituency Office – Geraldine Mitchell
Phone
01582 834344

SEE FRONT COVER FOR
REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE
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