The Newsletter of Redbourn Parish Council

REDBOURN SURVEY RESULTS
th

Summer 2013

Redbourn Parish Council

Public Meeting: Saturday 6 July
11.00 am, Parish Centre

Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn,
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 7LR

Thanks to everyone who completed the Redbourn
Survey 2020 vision last year. Nearly 500 questionnaires
were returned representing over 20% of the residents
in the Parish. The results will be revealed at the public
meeting, where light refreshments will be available!
Everyone is welcome, whether you were involved in
the residents groups who helped devise the survey,
filled in the questionnaire or simply want to know
what local people want for the future of Redbourn.
The Redbourn Parish Council will use this survey, and
your comments on it, to develop a Parish Plan, leading
to a Neighbourhood Plan.

The Parish Council office is open:
Monday – Thursday 10.00 - 4.00
Fridays
10.00 - 1.00
Tel. 01582 794832 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
Emma Payne
ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK

Karen Hatt

COUNCILLOR CONTACTS ON BACK PAGE
WEBSITE: Information about the Council
including agendas and minutes can be
found on our website:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
MEETINGS: The public are welcome at
all Council and Committee meetings.
ROOM BOOKINGS: To hire the Main Hall
or Conference Room call our booking line:
01582 794421
Charges on page 19
ADVERTISING: To place an advert in the
next newsletter contact the Clerk by 6th
September.
Rates on back page

Also in this edition of REDBOURN news:
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: The Chairs of Committees reports, page 8
COMMUNITY CHAMPION initiative, PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION announced, page 2
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
I am delighted to have been elected as the Chairman of Redbourn Parish
Council for 2013-14, following on from Cllr. David Fenton. Cllr. Fenton has
now left the council, and I would like to thank him for his considerable
contribution to the Council during his three years as a Councillor, the last two
as Chairman. He oversaw the completion of the Parish Centre, and
modernised the procedures of the Council. His energy and dedication will be
much missed.
Annual Parish Meeting. There was good turnout for the recent APM. In the Chairman’s report I addressed the
issue of the Parish Council vacancy (created by Cllr. Fenton’s departure). It is unusual for a by-election to take
place during the mid-term of the Council. Normally, when such a casual vacancies arises, new councillors are coopted, that is they are chosen by the other councillors from a number of applicants. This is in part because the
current councillors are well placed to know who would bring complementary skills to the council. However, the
main reason is that it saves the cost of holding a by-election, which is about £2000. This comes out of our precept
(council tax for Redbourn). However, if 10 or more residents from the Parish call for a by-election, as happened
this time, one will take place.
Election issues. Every four years a full election takes place for all 12 Redbourn Parish Council councillor
positions. Last time, in 2011, only 10 people stood so they were elected uncontested. The 2 remaining places
were subsequently filled by co-option. There are currently 9 elected members and 3 co-opted members on the
Council. I would welcome any feedback from residents on this matter, particularly from those who called for the
recent by-election but didn’t subsequently put up a candidate, as one would have expected.
Photography Competition. I announced at the APM that we will be holding a Photography Competition. This is
on the theme of “Redbourn”, and it is down to entrants to decide on how to interpret that! See the next Redbourn
News in the Autumn for details on how to submit photographs, but in the meantime, get shooting! It’s open to all
age groups and the winners will be announced at the APM in 2014.
Community Champion. I also announced at the APM that we will be asking for residents to nominate someone
they feel has given great service to Redbourn through their community activities. Our Community Champion will
be announced at the next APM, and we will then nominate that person for an appropriate national award, such as
an MBE. Again, see the Autumn edition of Redbourn News for details.
Finally, I would like to thank Veolia Environmental Services for donating £40,000 towards the renewal of the
playground on East Common. Well done to the East Common Project who are now close to reaching their target
of £75,000.
Cllr. David Mitchell,
Chairman, Redbourn Parish Council

Redbourn’s War Memorial Gets a Spring Clean
To prepare for next year’s commemoration of the
commencement of the First World War, the Parish Council
instructed IMI, a company specialising in monument inspections
and cleaning, to undertake a spring clean of the war memorial.
This involved the cleaning of the memorial and surrounding
enclosure, repairs to any pointing that was loose or missing and
the lead names on the memorial being repainted. The work will
continue with the metal work of the enclosure being repainted
and the grills on the floodlights that illuminate the memorial
being replaced.
A special thank you must go to James Millers of South Common
who tends the garden around the memorial on a regular basis .
Why don’t you follow us on Twitter?
We’ve joined the digital age and now have a Twitter feed.
Just look for us @Redbourn_Parish and keep up to date with what’s happening at the
parish council and beyond.
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Emma Payne
Clerk to the
Council

Commons Comments
Cumberland Garden
We’ve decided to replace the current wooden gates with metal gates but need to apply for listed building consent as it’s
in the conservation area.
Nickey Line
A native hedge has been planted alongside the path from the High Street to the Nickey Line via the Millennium Site.
Work will be undertaken to widen part of the Nickey Line where the path is narrowest.
Play Areas
The East Common Play Area fund raising continues but has been bolstered by an award of £40,000 from Veolia
Environmental Trust.
A basketball hoop has been installed at Long Cutt and future upgrading of this play area is proposed.
We are seeking the view of residents about Flamsteadbury Lane Play Area. What do you want to see here? Do you
want to retain a children’s play area or perhaps you’d prefer some older children’s equipment?
War Memorial
The cleaning of the war memorial has been undertaken and we will be improving the lights shortly.
Fireworks
nd
This year’s display is Saturday 2 November and we welcome anybody who’d like to help with the event – come and
shake a bucket to raise funds for local organisations
Common
th
Watch out for a charity football match being held on the Common, Saturday 13 July,
KO 3pm. Teams are The Holly Bush & The Cricketers vs The Bull & The George.
Finally, keep an eye out for harebells in designated areas around the common.

Cllr Colin O’Donovan
Chairman Commons Committee

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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EAST COMMON PROJECT raising funds to replace the children’s playground
Funding Success
I am delighted to announce that the East Common Project has been awarded a grant of £40,000
from Veolia Environmental Services. This is a fantastic result that nearly takes us to our goal of
£75,000 and makes the project viable in the medium term- just need to work on finalising the plans!

Star Wars Returns
th

By the time you read this we will have held our next Star Wars event on the 30 June complete with family
fete on the Common. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Justine Reilly who has single handedly
organised the fete, Carla Griffiths who, new to Redbourn, threw herself into publicising the event and, last
but not least, Rob and Dee Denehan who organised the Star Wars event. Rob and Dee are moving out of
Redbourn shortly. They have been a massive support for the East Common Project. They will be greatly
missed by the East Common team but have promised to return for the opening of the new playground!

Madhatter’s Tea Party
Saturday 9 March 2013 saw the East Common Project’s Mad Hatters Tea Party- a night to remember at St
Luke’s School. The event was superbly organised by the tireless Kelly O’Brien and special thanks must go
to the following local businesses and residents for their support: thank you to Dan Earley of Earley
Creative for running the event, JunXion our band on the night, Absolute Cupcakes, Lorna’s Toy Shop,
Hertfordshire Garden Centre, Atelier Salon Spa, Bills Brasserie, Virgin Experience, Arrangements Florist,
Tanya Hutt (Nails by Tanya), Crown Pharmacy, The Post Office, Graham Lane, Dave Mills, JG Bryson
Printer and St Luke’s School as well as all the volunteers who made the evening such a success.
The party was a great night, everyone looked fantastic in their hats and wigs. We raised over £1900
towards rebuilding the children’s playground on East Common.

Cllr. Nadia Davies
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What do you want to see at Flamsteadbury Lane Play Area?
Local residents may be aware that Flamsteadbury Lane Play opposite Stephen’s Way has suffered
repeated acts of vandalism which has systematically destroyed the play equipment on site including
replacement equipment.
The Parish Council face a difficult decision about the long term future of the play area and would
welcome input from local residents particularly parents, children and residents of Stephens Way and
surrounds with suggestions of how the area should be used. The Parish Council is committed to
preserving the area for children’s recreation. Suggestions so far include:
1. Leave the play area as it is and reduce anti-social behaviour/vandalism by increasing visibility to
the area by reducing the height of the hedge facing Stephen’s Way.
2. Continue to replace play equipment for younger children when vandalised.
3. Remove the children’s play area and replace it with football goals- possibly a lower maintenance
alternative and more suitable for older children.
The Parish Council would like to hear from you, the residents of Redbourn. Please contact Emma Payne,
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk or Nadia Davies, Parish Councillor, at
cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
As part of our efforts to improve play facilities for older children in Redbourn,
the Parish Council installed a full size basketball hoop and a small hard court
area at Long Cutt play area in May. A basketball hoop was one of the pieces of
equipment that children in the village asked for when the East Common Project
surveyed over 100 children asking what they would like to see in the village.
So if you want to perfect your slam dunk or practise your dribbling, head over to
the Long Cut play area!

Facials, massages, manicures, pedicures, tanning, holistic treatment, eye
treatment, hopi candle and more.
10% discount on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
82 High Street, Redbourn

Tel: 01582 792693

or visit our website www.peachesandcreambeauty.co.uk
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COUNTY MATTERS
I’m delighted to be back as your County Councillor following the recent elections. Thank you for
your increased confidence in me – I will certainly be working just as hard during the next four years
on issues that matter to all of us. I’d like to start by asking you to contact me, either by email
MaxineCrawley@aol.com or tel. 01582 793760, to talk to me about your priorities for Redbourn.
At the moment I’m working on several village projects. These include school places, school traffic
congestion, potholes and several other road and pavement problems in and around Redbourn,
youth provision including special needs, Luton airport expansion and Green Belt/business
sustainability/other planning issues. Not all problems can be solved and finances are an on-going
problem in today’s economic environment, but I do believe that we can and must be as positive
and proactive as possible.
In the last newsletter I told you about the locality budget. Even though most decisions won’t be
made until July this year I can now discuss new applications and look forward to hearing from you.
The grants are for community minded projects and tend to range
from £100 - £1,000. The yearly £10,000 budget must be split equally
between Redbourn and Wheathampstead so I would especially like to hear
from those of you who haven’t previously benefitted from a grant.
Cllr Maxine Crawley
County and District Councillor for Redbourn

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
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RECYCLING UPDATE
At the recent Annual Parish Meeting, a
number of questions were raised about the
St Albans District Council’s new rubbish
recycling scheme currently being trialled in
Redbourn. District Councillor Tony
Swendell has done a report on the matter
which can be found on the Redbourn Parish
Council website:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr. Swendell is happy to
answer any further queries
you may have.
Contact him on:
01582 792076 or
tony.swendell@gmail.com

USEFUL WEBSITE
Want to know when your bins will be collected
and other useful local information? Go to
www.stalbans.gov.uk and click on “where you
live” in the top right-hand corner.

We are open every day except Mondays,
from 9am until 5.30pm - see you soon!
Be Welcomed by Pam, Mox, Simon, Lindy
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Redbourn Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting was held on Thursday on 23rd May 2013.
For those residents who were unable to attend, here are the reports from the Chairs of the Committees:

Commons, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee Cllr. Colin O Donovan
The Commons Committee continues to strive to protect and enhance the Common and Open Spaces for the enjoyment of
Redbourn residents.
This year we have devised a policy for members of the public having marquees on the common.
We will be undertaking a condition survey of all trees on the common and other open spaces as part of an on-going health
and safety survey
We are in the process of compiling a list of all bench locations so we can easily identify where new benches can be
installed.
We continue to maintain Cumberland Garden and essential repairs will be undertaken to wall and gates, replacing current
wooden gates with decorative metal gates.
The surface of the Nickey Line from Harpenden Lane to High Street will be upgraded in areas where the vegetation has
encroached on the existing surface. We will be budgeting for works on other areas of the Nickey Line when funds permit.
We’ve planted a native British hedge along path way leading to Millennium site.
We are investigating alternative sites for disposal of green waste from open spaces which can be unsightly if left on the
common.
Cllr Nadia Davies has been working tirelessly on the project to refurbish the East Common Play Area and we are hopeful
that this will be scheduled for September 2013, subject to planning permission and all the funding being in place. Our
thanks to Cllr Nadia Davies for an excellent job. We’ve received a generous grant from Veolia Environmental Trust which
has helped with the fundraising.
We are looking at upgrading Long Cutt Play and have installed a basketball hoop and shooting area. We will be upgrading
the current play equipment with some new pieces of equipment.
We’d like your views on the Flamsteadbury Lane play area and its future.
As I mentioned last year we have installed some posts on the edges of the common to try and stop vehicles from driving
over the edges and eroding the common. We will be identifying other sites where posts would help.
The war memorial is going to be cleaned and repaired where necessary with the names being repainted.
The firework display in 2012 was very successful and raised £3000 which went to good causes and charities in the village
which was double the amount raised in 2011. Volunteers are always welcome to help with stewarding and bucket shaking.
nd
The next firework display is Saturday 2 November. I’d like to thank Will Walters for taking on the organisation of this event.
John Pidgeon is our ground maintenance contractor and continues to do a great job looking after the common and other
open spaces.

Planning Committee Cllr. David Mitchell
The Planning Committee meets every three weeks to view local planning applications. This is open to the public, and we
welcome anyone who wishes to speak, either for or against an application, though please contact the clerk in advance to let
us know you’re coming.
We combine the St Albans District planning policies with our local knowledge to advise the planning officer assessing the
application. Whilst not wishing to stand in the way of progress, we try to ensure the character of the village, and the wider
parish, is not damaged.
Most times our views are reflected in the officer’s decision, though not always. Usually any disputed applications are then
considered by Plans North, a body made up of District Councillors. Again, we find that they usually support our views.
There are also bigger matters that the Planning Committee deals with, and at the moment there are 3 on-going planning
issues of this nature:
St Albans District Council are in the process of replacing their 1994 local plan with a new Strategic Plan, which will be
followed in due course by a Detailed Plan. At the end of last year, the draft Strategic Local Plan was put on hold when
opposition councillors called for a Green Belt and Housing Development Review. This has significance to Redbourn as
there are two large areas that have been identified for potential housing development. One is to the west of the village
between the M1 and Hemel Hempstead, and the other is to the north-east of the village between Dunstable Road and the
bypass. These are very large areas of Redbourn’s Green Belt.
Continued on next page
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Planning Committee report continued from previous page:
The Parish Council has already stated its intention to uphold the principles of the Green Belt, and we will fight any plans for
any large scale housing developments on our countryside.
The second issue is Buncefield oil depot, that exploded in 2005, which is now in the process of being rebuilt on the area
north of Cherry Tree Lane within the Parish of Redbourn. Redbourn Parish Council has not objected to this, provided
health and safety issues are fully addressed.
The third issue is Luton Airport and Luton Borough Council’s desire to see a substantial increase in passenger throughput.
The operators have submitted plans to LBC for a redesign of the airport to be able to increase the number of flights,
particularly at peak times. We have formally objected to this, as well as any increase in night flights. In fact we have stated
we don’t want any night flights between 11.00 pm and 6.00 am.
On a related note, we are also negotiating with the Luton Airport operators to have the flight centre-line which currently
goes over Redbourn, moved a little to the south to run between the village and north Hemel Hempstead. Cllr Gray and I
have been having regular meetings with the Director of Operations and his staff about this. Many of you will remember the
trials in 2011 when they attempted to fly the centre-line over the village and how noisy it was. Currently they are trialling the
proposed new centre-line, and I would be interested to hear any views on this and whether increased noise has been a
problem for you in the last few of months.

Management and Communications Committee Cllr Vivienne Windle (on behalf of the Chair)
With localism, devolution of assets, and the need to use modern methods to communicate with residents, the
responsibilities of the committee have increased.
We have been monitoring the workload of the Clerk and the Assistant to the Clerk, to ensure that they are not working too
many hours. We will be appointing new part-time hourly paid staff to assist the Clerk with the running of the Parish Centre,
and also with IT issues – the parish centre has equipment which allows business meetings to show powerpoint
presentations; for the planning committee to display the St Albans Planning department webpages when considering
applications; and for private bookers to project slides at family celebrations or for the youth council to have movie nights.
Another new responsibility for the parish council is dealing with the new Government policy of Localism. One of the issues
arising from this is parish councils being asked to consider acquiring assets currently owned by the District council. The
Management committee has been taking the lead on looking at the assets which might be more conveniently taken on by
the parish council, while keeping in mind that these transfers come at a cost to the parish council, with precepts rising while
the District council can reduce its council tax.
A major role of the committee is in communications, and the main aspects of this are the regular Parish Council newsletter
‘Redbourn News’, the website and also the parish plan survey. Our Clerk is now using Twitter. Due to the success of the
advertising, the newsletter has been improved and is costing the parish council very little to produce and distribute. The
website is for parish council information only – there is still the village website to find out about Redbourn events and news.
We have refurbished the kitchen, following feedback from users that the warming oven and double fridges were not being
used, even by professional caterers. The Clerk has been able to sell the warming oven to a caterer, and the proceeds will
pay for a dishwasher. There are new fridges under the counter of the serving hatch, so cold drinks can be served at the
youth club, and at parties. There is also a freezer, so there can now be ice and ice-cream.
Disabled access to the Centre was problematic, with the pathway coming out in the wrong place. The path has now been
relocated, and we have awarded a contract to a local company to install a handrail for the disabled ramp.
Another decision made recently was to install AEDs – defibrillators – at various points in the village. We hope that
Redbourn Care Group will also help to fund these. We looked at the Service Agreement for the PCSO, together with the
usage of the Police Office which we provide free of charge to Hertfordshire constabulary, and made recommendations to
the full council.
Redbourn can be proud of its Parish Centre and the dedicated staff who work here. The committee will continue to look at
ways of making sure that the Parish Centre is kept in good order, and to ensure that a good service is given to the
residents of the parish of Redbourn.

Finance Committee report follows on next page
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Annual Parish Meeting Chairs’ reports continued from previous page
Finance Committee Cllr. Michael Morton
The 2011-12 accounts show that the careful housekeeping of the Parish Council kept us within budget and left a healthy
surplus to add to our reserves. This encouraged the Council to decide to aim to build our “un-earmarked reserves”, i.e.
reserves not set aside for a specific purpose, up to £100,000 over the next few years, so that we will be in-line with the
advice given to all Parish Councils that their general reserves should be within a range of 6 to 12 months’ gross
expenditure. I am pleased to report that the accounts for 2012/13, which are still at the draft stage, appear to show a
surplus likely to be in the region of £25,000.
Although our present financial position looks very encouraging there are new pressures which are being applied to Parish
Councils by central government which make the future a little uncertain.
Firstly it has been decided to exempt households in receipt of housing benefit from paying their part of the Parish precept.
As you probably know dwellings are assessed for council tax by being put into a tax band, from A to G, according to their
value, with G being the most valuable. Band D is the middle range and for ease of reference when making calculations
the total number of dwellings of all bands is said to represent a certain number of “Band D equivalents”. For example, if
there were only 2 properties, one in band A and one in band G they would count as 2 Band D Equivalents.
The effect of this move to exempt households in receipt of housing benefit is to bring the number of Band D equivalents
down from 2,472 to 2,283, i.e. fewer households sharing the cost of the parish Council’s precept. In order to ease the
transition to the new regime the government has given a grant to district councils and St.Albans has very generously
agreed to pass the grant onto us. There are, however, no guarantees that there will be grants in future years so we felt it
prudent to make a small increase in the precept for 2013/14 in order to ensure that we keep on track to replenish the
reserves and to ensure that we are covered for unforeseen circumstances.
The other worrying development, which has fortunately now been put on the back-burner, was a proposal to force parish
councils to hold a referendum if they wanted to raise the precept by more than 2%. This idea was presumably to show
democracy in action, but democracy doesn’t come cheap as the cost of a referendum would probably be between one and
two thousand pounds. Despite this move not going ahead we have been advised that the government already has
powers under the Localism Act 2011 to call for a referendum if it has concerns over precepting. We have been warned.
We have now been in the Parish Centre for 2 years and it is being used more and more by all sorts of clubs, organisations
and individuals. Letting income for the year 2012/13 reached nearly £12,000, and while the Centre is unlikely ever to be
self-financing we believe it is a valuable asset for the people of Redbourn at, we hope, a steadily diminishing cost.

GRANTS
Redbourn Parish Council was pleased to issue grants at the Annual Parish Meeting to the following local organisations:
Care Group, Redbourn Museum, Redbourn Players, Scouts, Village Hall, Redbourn Recreation Centre.

Redbourn P C Budget 2013/14
EXPENDITURE
1
25%

8
27%

7
3%

2
12%

6
11%
5
16%
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3
4 3%
3%

1.Employment

£53,378

2.Administration

£26,458

3. Repairs & renewals

£6.200

4. Communications

£7,050

5. Parish Centre

£34,250

6. Grants

£22,650

7. PCSO

£7,125

8. Common, open spaces £57,795
TOTAL £214,906
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REDBOURN POLICE

In the past 12 months, crime has continued to go down in Redbourn with a 6% reduction compared to the
previous year (407 to 383 reported crimes). Crime detections are at 31.21%. For more specific crime
details in your road or immediate area log on to www.police.uk and enter your postcode.
Although crime has fallen, dwelling burglaries continue to be a high priority in Redbourn. To tackle this
issue, we have increased high visibility patrols in the area and have utilised OPERATION SCORPION.
OPERATION SCORPION is Hertfordshire’s initiative to drive down crime and target criminals. Officers on
the operation, specifically target burglars, robbers and those involved in drug and vehicle related crime. For
more information on the operation or for crime prevention advice log onto www.herts.police.uk
Whilst PCSO Alli Dewar is away, PCSO 6693 Greg Coulshed is assisting me in Redbourn. Greg is also the
Harpenden Schools PCSO and has a good working relationship with the youth in the area. He is helping to
address the anti-social issues in the Lybury Lane, Nicholls Close, Snatchup and Tassell Hall area. SC 5078
Richard Downs is the rural special covering Redbourn, Flamstead and Markyate and can regularly been
seen patrolling the village in the landrover.
I am aware that speeding through the village is a great cause of concern to many people. I have requested
Traffic Management to visit the area to report on the current road safety measures and to give any
recommendations. In relation to speeding you can now take an active role in addressing the issue by
volunteering to run or assist in a ‘Community Drivesafe Scheme’. Volunteers are trained to use speed
monitoring equipment and will be supported by the police on road safety days. For more information on
how to set up a scheme visit the Police and Commissioners website www.hertscommissioner.org
Please report any suspicious incident or crime to the police. The non-emergency number is 101, in an
emergency call 999.
Jane Flemons, PC 443, Harpenden SNT (Redbourn)
Tel 101 – email jane.flemons@herts.pnn.police.uk gregory.coulshed@herts.pnn.police.uk

THOMPSON
CLEANING SERVICES
Industrial/Commercial/Office Cleaners
25 years experience working in Redbourn
area. Flexible hours and Competitive rates

Phone for a free quote

01727 842269 or 07768 611275
chris.tcs@hotmail.com
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Redbourn Recreation Centre
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Redbourn in Bloom have been working hard to try
to repeat last year’s success in being awarded GOLD
by ANGLIA IN BLOOM, after four years of Silver-Gilt.
Last summer we built the circular bed, ‘The Drum
Planter’ at the Hemel Hempstead Road entrance to
Redbourn, to which the Parish Council kindly added
the village Coach and Horses sign, so we now have
identical signage at the three main entrances to
Redbourn. Clumps of daffodils were planted there
early this year, which have now flowered, and the
bed has been seeded with a mixture of annuals,
which should flower in time for the next ANGLIA IN
BLOOM inspection.
Meanwhile, we have dismantled The Cart by the Fire
Station, which was too rotten to continue with. We
have replaced The Cart with a new two-tier planter
(as promised), and have also replaced the two
‘Balcony Beds’ either side, as they too were rotting
away. All this has taken quite a few man-hours of our
volunteer task force. By the time you read this, we
should have topped-up the soil in all these beds, and
completed the summer planting. This year’s colour
scheme is Gold (yellow), Blue and White.
The ANGLIA IN BLOOM judges visit is scheduled for
9.30am, Friday July 12th, and will last about 2 to 3
hours. Obviously we want the Village to look spick
and span on the 12th, so please try to keep everything
tidy, and gardens, window boxes etc. as colourful and
neat as possible, especially along the High Street.
If you would like to join or sponsor Redbourn in
Bloom, please contact Keith Stanley on 01582
792455. Membership is still £5 per household per
annum. Membership offers a discount on some items
at The Hertfordshire Garden Centre, and on tickets to
our talks. Members receive a quarterly newsletter,
which is also viewable via the website:
www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/RedbournInBloom
Many thanks to all our members, sponsors, and
supporters.
Tony Bull, Vice Chairman, RIBHS
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition,
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded at
a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

Bowls in Redbourn
The facilities at Redbourn Recreation Centre would be the envy of most other villages. A variety of sports
and leisure activities for all ages are provided for at the Centre. One such is bowls. The Centre has a six rink
all-weather outdoor bowling green which anyone can use for a charge of £3 an hour or £5.50 for two hours.
Bowls can be borrowed free of charge. All you need to play is a pair of flat-soled shoes. A game needs a
minimum of two players.
Why not get a group of friends together and go up to the Centre to play? You will discover that bowls is
more fun – and more challenging – than you might have imagined. It is also a pleasant way of getting some
outdoor exercise. After a game you can have a drink or a coffee in the Centre. Put out of your mind that
bowls is only for the elderly. It is an ideal game for youngsters - and all the facilities needed are right on the
doorstep. So you residents of Redbourn, young or not so young, why not give bowls a try? If required,
instruction can be arranged with a member of the Redbourn Bowls Club.
Those who would like to play bowls regularly should consider joining the Club which is based at the
Centre. We have a full programme of fixtures against other clubs, internal competitions and social events.
The emphasis is on friendship and enjoyment. New members are most welcome whatever their previous
experience (many of us had none when we joined the Club). The subscription is £10 a year plus an annual
subscription to the Centre, £40 in the first year of membership, thereafter £80.

To find out more about bowls and the Redbourn Bowls Club,
contact our Chairman Martin Howe on 01582 792074 or
Secretary Joan Kerr on 01582 792571. And you will find
much more on our web site at www.redbournbowls.co.uk
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Redbourn Care Group

registered charity no. 297955

Barry Welch, Chairman
Do You Qualify for this FREE Service?
If you are 60 years of age and living alone, or have been the victim of crime/burglary or are disabled then then
this may be of interest to you. Medequip is a national company contracted by Hertfordshire Constabulary to
offer a free survey of your property with a view to improving, HOME SECURITY, FIRE SAFETY, and FALL
HAZARD. Any work recommended would be carried out FREE of charge and funded by Hertfordshire
Constabulary from the reclaimed proceeds of crime. If this is of interest to you then please call in at the Care
Group Office for more information any weekday between 9.30 and 12 noon.

Care Bus Outings - Fancy a change of scenery?
Have you tried one of our outings? They are just the thing for people who are maybe elderly, perhaps living
alone, with limited opportunity to get out and about to explore the countryside and enjoy the company of likeminded people. If this appeals to you then book a ride on our minibus - fares are generally just £2. Try our
Summer mystery tours of 3-4 hours with a visit to a garden centre for refreshments and the
village fish and chip shop afterwards for a take away if you wish! Our next outings are on:th

th

11 and 25 July
th
Also a Seaside Trip 14 July
th
and a Steam Train Ride on 30 July
th
nd
8 and 22 August
th
Also a Summer Lunch 13 August
th
5th and 19 September
Contact our organiser, Annie Lowe on 01582 794615 or phone the office on weekday mornings on 01582
794550. The Care Group Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri to visitors.
You can also visit the Redbourn website at www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’.
Non urgent enquiries can be sent by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
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REDBOURN VILLAGE MUSEUM
presents
MEDIEVAL MAYHEM

Sunday 21st July 2013
The main theme for this day will be the rivalry that existed in the 1300s between the people of Redbourn
and their neighbours in Flamstead. It is hoped that there will be a tug o’ war and Under 15 football match
between the villages to commemorate this.
We aim to present a small pageant involving the descendants of the sheep that caused the ‘trouble’, which
th
the Earl of Warwick (Flamstead) and the Abbot of St. Albans (Redbourn) had to resolve on 15 Nov 1383.
Come to the common and Redbourn Museum, next to the Cricketers Pub, to find out all about it!
In the museum garden there will be crafts for children to try, story-telling, and our popular medieval bouncy
castle. The event will also see the unveiling of the magnificent replica stocks made by a local craftsman.
Dare you sit in the stocks? Soaking wet sponges as missiles will be supplied!
We expect that The Cricketers next door will provide a hog roast for us and that Tring Brewery will supply
specially brewed ale for the occasion.
So put the date in your diary, and come and have fun with us at the start of the summer holidays.
The ‘trouble’ is due to commence at High Noon
See museum and parish notice boards nearer the time for further details including discounted advance
programme sales

Do you have a couple of minutes of your time to spare?
The museum Accreditation Group would be very grateful if you could help with their Forward Plan
for your museum. The link below is to an on-line survey:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/L2HBFP5
There are only 10 questions, mostly YES/NO so it won’t take long!
Even if you haven’t been to the museum, your responses will be valuable.
Thank you for your time

REDBOURN YOUTH CLUBS

Reg. Charity No. 302451

Our two Youth Clubs for Junior and Secondary - age youngsters are now both running very successfully
on Tuesday evenings during term-time - a great opportunity to chill out, relax with friends and enjoy
some fun activities.

The Club for Junior School ages is held at the Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd., 6.30 - 8.30 pm.
The Club for Secondary School ages is at the Parish Centre, South Common, 6.30 - 8.00 pm.
Wii and computers available here.
Both clubs have games, sports, (outdoors in fine weather), music and tuck shop.
Further details from Paul Sands or Julie Johnson on 01582 626202.

Would you like to help?
We would welcome more volunteers to help once a month in the Tuck Shop (CRB checks can be
arranged) or to assist our committee members with fund-raising events to help to keep the clubs going.
Please contact: Vivienne Windle on 01582 626351 or Pat Schofield on 01582 793096.
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Redbourn Recreation Centre continues to improve and become more involved in
community events. Firstly, I would like to thank the Parish Council for funding lockers and boot cleaning equipment at
RRC. Results of a recent questionnaire are very encouraging especially in the area of staff and customer service.
We are always looking at ways to improve the centre. Recent developments have included hosting a region event for a
National Frisbee Championship and a planned Family day for big Corporate Client.
We have also introduced a Corporate Gym Membership package.
A new singing and dancing session has just started for 3-10 year-olds
Both Youth Clubs are doing very well and we have just launched a Youth Café for 13-17 year-olds on Friday evenings
from 7:30-10pm – please spread the word to anyone in that age group
The next Family Fun Day at RRC will be Sunday 14 July – please save the date!
The Bowls Club have expanded their membership, but always welcome new members. If you are not ready for
competition yet, why not come up for a roll up and try this challenging sport?
We are going to trial the following activities:
Early opening one day a week – for people who wish to use the gym before work
Family Run-about – Saturday morning open session for: football, badminton, basketball, skate, scooter hockey – it’s up
to you
New activities we are trying to start include:
Basketball, Handball, Netball, Indoor Cricket and Rush Hockey – if you are interested in any of these please get in touch

Paul Sands, Redbourn Recreation Centre – 01582 626202
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk
www.redbournrecreation.co.uk
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Redbourn Village Website www.redbourn.org.uk
The website has now been in existence for over 10 years having been started by Martin Cleaver when he was a village
resident. Still having an interest in the website he deals with all technical issues from Canada, his current residence.
The website has grown over the years with a number of contributors; recent changes have been to the pages for the
Bowls Club, Redbourn Players, Redbourn Care Group, Cricketers Golf Society, Countrywomens Club, WI and the
Calendar. Latest changes can be found by clicking the Changes link in the list on any of the site webpages.
The site hosts historical information as well as a list of Redbourn businesses and societies, many of whom have their own
page. Any Redbourn Business is entitled to a small free page as is any village organisation. If your Redbourn Business
or organisation is not listed please tell us and provide your details so the appropriate page can be created.
Volunteer editors try to keep the site as up to date as we can, so if you know of an error or omission please email
mrboutland@yahoo.co.uk or contact any editor and we will do our best to update the site. This is a WIKI site but we had
to restrict accesses for editing to those on the approved list, simply to stop problems with inappropriate material.
Once on the site home page clicking any item on the top bar; Home - Parish Council - Bells - Business - Calendar - Care
group - Clubs - Hall - History - Search - Library - Museum - Players - Recreation - Useful - Bowls Club takes you to the
appropriate page, as does clicking entries on the left hand side of any page. Within pages are links which can be clicked,
sometimes these go to external websites e.g. that of the Parish Council, the recreation centre, local theatre and cinema
sites. There is a full site index.
Editors cannot always attend all Redbourn events so we would welcome reports and photographs, better still why not
learn how to add material yourself, if you can use email then you have the basics. To learn more on adding your own
material contact or to send items for adding to the website email mrboutland@yahoo.co.uk
I would like to take this opportunity to thank site sponsors, The Parish Council particularly; one of our early sponsors was
Colin Mason. The sponsor list has included Crown Pharmacy, Redbourn Dental Practice, Redbourn Physiotherapy,
Adviceworks Ltd, The Bull Inn and Redbourn House Nursery all of whom have provided the funds to keep the site
operating. Would you like to sponsor the website, contact mrboutland@yahoo.co.uk if you would like to do so.

Bob Boutland, a website editor
mrboutland@yahoo.co.uk

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE

Rooms for hire

The Main Hall
Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)
Residents (private events) and not-for-profit organisations £20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use £24 per hour, or £20 per hour for 8+ hours or
regular bookings (min. hire once a month)

Use of
kitchen
included
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Discounts if both rooms booked together, discounts for Youth organisations.
AV facilities included in price (please request at time of booking)
For further details contact the Clerk on 01582 794421 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Dates For Your Diary

REDBOURN

news

JULY
th
Sat 6 11.00 Parish Centre Redbourn Survey Results
th:
th
Thurs 11 & 25 : Care Group outings, see page 16
th
Fri 12 from 9.30: Anglia in Bloom judges in Redbourn, see p.14
th
Sat 13 3.00 pm: Football Match on the Common:
The Hollybush & The Cricketers v The Bull & The George.
th
Sun 14 : Family Fun Day, Redbourn Recreation Centre.
Care Group outing to seaside.
th
Thurs 18 7.30: Full Council Meeting (public welcome)
st
Sun 21 : Medieval Mayhem – Museum and Common, see p.17
th
Tues 30 : Care Group steam train ride
AUGUST
th
nd
Thurs 8 & 22 : Care Group outings
th
Tues 13 : Care Group summer lunch
SEPTEMBER
th
Thurs 5th and 19 : Care Group outings
th
Thurs 19 7.30: Full Council Meeting (public welcome)

Advertise your business or event
in the Redbourn News. Published
quarterly by Redbourn Parish
Council, the newsletter is
delivered free to the homes and
businesses of the Parish of
Redbourn.

Submit “Dates For Your Diary” for September- December to
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Contact the RPC Clerk for more
details. Tel. 01582 794832

REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

Advertisement rates:

1/8th page £22
1/4 page £41
Half page £78

Full Page £150
Deadline for the next edition
(Autumn): 6th September, for
publication end of September.

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS summer 2013

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
Phone
01442 257720
Mobile
07973 418124
Email cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
Phone
01582 793096
Email cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths and
Open Spaces Committee
Phone
01582 792382
Email cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
Phone
01582 793710
Mobile
07801 658965
Email cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
Phone
07740 027258
Email cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell, Chair of Planning Committee
Phone
01582 794768
Email cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
Phone
01582 799083
Email cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Maria Maynard
Phone
01582 793478
Email cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Roger Gray
Phone
01582 762914
Email cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ron Stent
Phone
01582 793151
Email cllr.ron.stent@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Vivienne Windle
Phone
01582 626351
Email cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
Phone
01582 793760
Email MaxineCrawley@aol.com

Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
Parliamentary Office
House of Commons
Westminster
London
SW1A 0AA
Phone
0207 2194577
Email feedback@peterlilley.co.uk

District Councillors
Roger Gray - details as above (Nicholls Ward)
Tony Swendell
Phone
01582 792076
Email tony.swendell@gmail.com
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