The Newsletter of Redbourn Parish Council

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Following the recent publication of the Redbourn Survey
of residents’ views, Redbourn Parish Council is now in
the process of producing its Neighbourhood Plan. The
Area of Designation (the Parish of Redbourn) has been
lodged with St Albans District Council and is now under
public consultation until 15th October. A copy of the
covering letter and a map of the parish are available for
viewing at the Parish Centre. For more details of the
consultation online, use the web-link at the bottom of
this page. See also Chairman’s Notes on page 2.

Autumn 2013

Redbourn Parish Council
Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn,
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 7LR
The Parish Council office is open:
Monday – Thursday 10.00 - 4.00
Fridays
10.00 - 1.00
Tel. 01582 794832 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL Emma Payne
ASSISTANT TO THE CLERK Karen Hatt
FACILITIES OFFICER

Zoe Urrejola

COUNCILLOR CONTACTS:
See inside back cover

Flamstead Sheep cause Medieval Mayhem on
Redbourn Common! See page 19

EAST COMMON PLAY AREA
The redevelopment of the East Common children’s
playground was given the go ahead by a specially
convened council meeting in August. Councillors
and local residents approved the proposals for an
exciting new play area. The plans can be viewed at
the Parish Centre. Work should begin in the winter.
For more on the East Common Project see page 5.

WEBSITE: Information about the Council
including agendas and minutes can be
found on our website:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
TWITTER: @Redbourn_Parish
ROOM BOOKINGS: To hire the Main Hall
or Conference Room call our booking line:
01582 794421
Charges on page 23
ADVERTISING: To place an advert in the
winter newsletter (Christmas / New Year)
contact the Clerk by 8th November
Rates on back page

REDBOURN NEIGBHBOURHOOD PLAN consultation webpage:
http://stalbans-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_policy/mp/mp
SEE BACK PAGE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION & COMMUNITY CHAMPION NOMINATIONS
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
Neighbourhood Plan
I am looking forward to us producing a Neighbourhood Plan for Redbourn Parish.
There are a number of hoops to jump through, but we are aiming to have our Plan in
place by this time next year, with a draft version available by the Annual Parish
Meeting in May 2014.
The recently published survey of residents’ views will inform the plan, with the intention that any future
development in the Parish of Redbourn will be of a type and scale acceptable to residents. The Council’s Working
Party has appointed David Fenton as the Project Manager. David was Chairman of the Council before me, and he
and I project-managed the Redbourn Survey together. I am very pleased he is able to continue with the work.

New Councillor
Welcome to Cllr Victoria Mead who was the successful candidate in the recent Parish Council by-election
(Beaumont Ward) which became vacant following the resignation of Cllr. Fenton. Cllr. Mead was the Conservative
candidate, polling 332 votes out of 427 cast. See Meet Your Councillor, opposite.

Photography Competition & Community Champion
Our photography competition launches this autumn, as does our search for a Community Champion. For more
details, see the back page.

Newsletter
As Editor of Redbourn News, I welcome contributions from residents on community matters. Please send me
th
topics / articles (300 words) by 8 November for inclusion in our next newsletter, the Christmas / winter edition. If
it’s really a matter for the council, please contact the clerk or any of the councillors listed on the inside back cover.

Finally
When I agreed to sit in the stocks for Redbourn Museum’s Medieval Mayhem event in July (see page 19), I didn’t
realise just how keen some people would be to pelt me with wet sponges. I expected a lot of enthusiasm from the
children, but I was surprised how much my fellow parish councillors relished dousing me with freezing cold water!

Cllr. David Mitchell,
Chairman, Redbourn Parish Council
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

CLERKS CORNER
I’d like to welcome our newest member of staff to the team,
Zoe Urrejola who has joined the team as our Facilities Officer.
Zoe’s role will be looking after the parish centre, making sure it’s
well maintained and we’re up to date with all the relevant
legislation. Zoe will also be responsible for the other parish
council properties e.g. the museum and will be working on the
transfer of assets from the District Council to the Parish Council.
Zoe is a keen dog walker and she’s often on the common with
Sasha, her cocker spaniel. I’m sure you’d like to join me in
welcoming Zoe to the village and to the parish council.

Zoe Urrejola
Facilities Officer
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During the summer period, we’ve redecorated the reception
and main hall. Users of the parish centre often comment on how
well maintained it is and we are keen to keep the building in
good condition. We’ve also updated the kitchen facilities. We
now have a dishwasher, freezer and microwave. Don’t forget
we’ve got three computers in the reception area which are free
to use for members of the public whilst the parish centre is open.
They are often used by U3A for computer training. Call us on
01582 794832 if you’d like to book one of the computers.
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Emma Payne
Clerk to the
Council

Meet Your Councillor
Cllr. Victoria Mead
Although, originally born in Manchester, one mile from Old Trafford (home of my beloved football team!!), I
have enjoyed living in Redbourn with my family, for nearly all my life and during that time, have seen the
village develop and grow, yet keeping its immense sense of community spirit clearly shown by its vast
number of charitable organisations which contribute so much towards the community and makes life living in
Redbourn so enjoyable!
In my career, I have been a PA for a number of companies working in London for over twenty years and in
recent years for local companies including Luton Borough Council and The Ministry of Defence. In June, I
was honoured to be elected to the Council by Redbourn residents living in the Beaumont ward, and will work
hard, alongside my fellow Councillors, to look after the welfare and interests of Redbourn residents. I sit on
the Commons & Planning committees as I care greatly for our Green Belt surrounding our beautiful village
and want to ensure it retains its unique character. I sit on Herts Highways Working Party covering key
concerns e.g. state of the roads, speeding and the increasing congestion around our Redbourn schools.
I am on the Redbourn Youth Club Management Committee which works
hard to provide and help run the younger and older age Youth clubs. I am
involved with Redbourn Museum and serve on their Events Committee
which organises historical events throughout the year. I joined the
Redbourn Easter Art & Craft Show Committee which organises this annual
event.
I must thank my fellow Councillors for making me welcome and particularly
Emma, our Parish Clerk, for her help and support, thus making my
transition on to the Council that much smoother. The village of Redbourn is
a great place to live for younger and older people alike, whose families
have lived here for generations, as well as newcomers and I will work hard,
as a Parish Councillor, to make sure Redbourn stays that way!

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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Commons Comments
Cumberland Gardens
The reduction of the flower beds is being considered in order to increase the size of the grassed area. This will allow
for easier maintenance of the flower beds.
The wooden gates on the High Street entrance are going to be replaced with new metal gates similar to those of the
rear gate near the Doctors’ Surgery. This will be done following listed building and planning consent, which is currently
in the application process.
The main wall adjoining the High Street is to be repointed and repaired as recommended in a recent survey.

Nickey Line
The section between Harpenden Lane and High Street is to be upgraded and resurfaced (i.e. cutback shrubbery and
resurfaced to current standards).
The M1 bridge tunnel lighting has been redesigned and is being replaced.

Play Areas
The East Common Play Area. Plans have been finalised and approved by the Parish Council. These are available for
viewing at the parish centre.
Silk Mill Play area. This play area has been cleaned and serviced recently.
Longcutt Play area. This is to be upgraded following completion of works to the East Common Play area.
Flamsteadbury Play area. A consultation is taking place to consider the specific on-going needs of this play area and
the hedge that separates the area from the road.

Allotments
If you’re interested in a bit of fresh air and exercise, as well as great vegetables, there are vacant allotment plots at
Tassell Hall. For further information please contact Sue Bigg on 0785 5594147 or 01582 626064 (evenings).
Alternatively, contact Maureen Flynn on 01582 793250.

Firework Display

nd

This year’s display is Saturday 2 November and we welcome anybody who’d like to help with the event - come and
shake a bucket to raise funds for local organisations.
th
Don’t forget the quiz night being held at The Cricketers on Sunday 27 October in aid of the firework event. Please
contact The Cricketers to book a table.

Common
This has again been a very good year for the harebells in the designated areas around the common. These have been
growing in the dedicated conservation areas of the common. As normal, these areas will be cut back in the autumn.

Car Park
The fencing around the car park adjacent to the cricket club is being upgraded to include new posts, which will allow
access as normal to an overflow car park during the cricket season.
The overflow car park is now closed until spring 2014. Residents should be reminded that car parking on the common
is not permitted unless in designated area car park areas or special events.

Cllr. Colin O’Donovan, Chairman of the Commons Committee
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The East Common Project
www.eastcommonproject.co.uk
The East Common Project has now raised over £73,000 towards the refurbishment of the play area through
grants from local and national charities and groups as well as local fundraising by our tireless volunteers.
In the meantime, I have been working with Groundworks, our architects, to finalise the plans. At the outset of
the project, volunteers conducted a survey in the village which enabled us to prioritise equipment for the play
area. These were a zipwire, climbing and agility. These were the key pieces of equipment that we wanted to
incorporate within the plan. It was also essential to make it as inclusive as possible so that all families and
children in the village would be able to play there.

INCLUSIVE
We have included supported swing for less abled children as well as a toddler seat. There is a small mound
with small slide which is also accessible. We have also improved access to the site with a DDA compliant
footpath.

SENSITIVE
The black wet pour safety surfacing will be removed. The scheme will use matta tiles as surfacing which allows
the grass to grow through so that the entire site will be returned to grass. The larger pieces of equipment will be
dug down and landscaped to reduce the overall height. No single piece of equipment will be higher than the
current equipment. All equipment is constructed of natural wood.

SAFE
The area is zoned for children of different ages with a toddler area protected by small banks or mounds. All the
equipment is open and visible to reduce the risk of antisocial behaviour.
I hope you like the plans that we have come up with. Large scale plans are now available to view at the parish
centre so do drop by and have a look.
Recently I met with our chosen contractors. I can confirm that we are hoping to build over the next few months
which should enable the new grass and landscaping to take hold in time for a spring opening!
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all our
hardworking volunteers without whom this
would not have been possible. I would also
like to thank local resident David Burton who
has volunteered to project manage the build.

CAN YOU HELP?
We urgently require someone who is CDM
qualified to assist with the management of the
build. If you or someone you know can assist,
please contact Emma Payne at
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr. Nadia Davies
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COUNTY MATTERS
I hope that you all enjoyed a great summer. Redbourn looked particularly lovely in the sunshine, constantly
reminding me how lucky we are to live in this special village. Lots of positive things have been happening in
and around Redbourn, including a wealth of community events, a new youth café (Fridays at 6:30pm at the
Rec Centre), the bridge repair over the River Ver and road works to improve the Redbourn/St Albans road.
Mansdale Road and West Common/Church End were patched and resurfaced with more to come. The
informal consultations have been carried out for planned safety measures around our primary schools and
outside The Cricketers. Next there will be the formal consultations (a legal requirement) before the new
measures are put in place. It could take several more months before you see changes so I wanted to
reassure you that will be happening.
I have been very concerned about the congestion around the schools, especially the safety of small children,
and am grateful to both schools and residents for their support. We are also looking at bollards to protect
verges and the possibility of creating more parking spaces for staff inside the school grounds to ease parking
when the safety measures are introduced.
st

Lastly I wanted to make sure that you all know about a County scrutiny on 1 October to look at part night
lighting, which was introduced last year. I’ve encouraged Redbourn residents to get involved and arranged
for a witness from Redbourn to talk at the scrutiny about the possibility of keeping the lights on slightly later
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. I will be sitting on the panel, so please contact with me with your
views to allow me to fully represent our village.
If you want to get in touch with me about a locality budget grant or any other
matters at both County and District levels please email me at
maxinecrawley@aol.com or phone me on 793760.

Cllr Maxine Crawley
County and District Councillor for Redbourn

REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE report
The Redbourn Recreation Centre (RRC) has had a tremendously successful year and is now both thriving
and profitable. The hard work, enthusiasm and determination of the current team, led by Paul Sands, has
rejuvenated the centre turning a £20K annual loss into a £8.5K profit. With exciting plans for the future the
centre is finding a new and vital role in village life. But there is still much to do. This year’s profit will be reinvested in upgrading facilities and complying with safety standards. Paul’s team has developed plans for
improving what’s available at the centre but ideas from the community are going to be vital to its long term
success. Please email paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk with your thoughts and suggestions, but remember
all future projects will take time and require some element of local fundraising combined with bidding for
central funds. Together we can build on this year’s success and grow the RRC into a facility to make the
whole village proud.
Beccy Follett (RRC board)

Facials, massages, manicures, pedicures, tanning, holistic treatment, eye treatment,
hopi candle and more. Waxing from £6.
10% discount on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
82 High Street, Redbourn
Tel: 01582 792693
or visit our website www.peachesandcreambeauty.co.uk
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Grants Working Group
This group brings village organisations together to share ideas on fund raising as well as
applying for grants.
We meet about four times a year. At previous meetings we discussed co-ordinating fund raising events to
avoid clashes of dates, and Bob Boutland, who looks after Redbourn village website
(www.redbourn.org.uk) came along to explain how to use the calendar of events on the site. County
Councillor Maxine Crawley has given a talk on how to apply for grants for her locality budget, and Kate
Newton from the CVS led a session of tips and advice on where to find suitable grants and how to apply
for them.
Redbourn organisations which have sent representatives to this working party include; High Street
Matters, St Mary’s Church, Friends of Redbourn Infants School, the tennis club, the scouts, the Care
Group, East Common play area group, the youth club, the recreation centre, and the museum.
th

The next meeting is planned for 8pm on 24 October at the Parish Centre, and
we have invited a representative from Awards for All, the small grants section of
the Big Lottery fund. Anyone who is interested in how to get funding from
Awards for All should attend.
If any organisations in Redbourn who raise funds or organise fund raising events
in the village have not received emails inviting them to the Grants Working
Group meetings, please contact Karen Hatt, the Assistant to the Clerk, with your
contact details so that you can be added to the list.

Cllr Vivienne Windle, Chair of Grants Working Group.

Exercise is Free
There are several walking groups in
Redbourn, including a recently formed interest
group for the University of the Third Age. We are
a group of like-minded people who get together
whenever we can to walk around the footpaths of
Redbourn.
We have no committee, constitution or
membership, we just email each other if we are
free to go for a walk, and if at least two of us are
available, we meet up, usually by the stone
bench on the Common. We walk for an hour,
have a chat, and get some healthy and free
exercise.
Usually we make it out a couple of times a week,
starting at 6 or 6.30, but sometimes we manage
a quick lunchtime walk during the week. A
couple of us did a long walk on Bank Holiday
Monday, but most of our walks are very gentle.
None of us are very fit, and only a couple could
be described as slim!
If you are interested in being added to the list, to
find out when we are walking, so you can join us
when you feel like it, please contact Hilary Wilson
on moonbowflower@yahoo.co.uk
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Cricketers Golf Society – Calling all golfers!
We are a small golf society based in the heart of the village, where many of our
members live and, of course, enjoy the occasional pint at our headquarters, The
Cricketers Pub! Most other members come from in and around West Herts and a
few from further afield; one who used to live locally occasionally commutes to
matches from North Yorkshire! Now that is what I call dedication!
Our aim is for members of all abilities to enjoy golf throughout the year in friendly competition. We meet once
a month from March to October, working our way through the many golf clubs in Hertfordshire and a few in
adjoining counties that are reasonably close by, as well as returning to a few of our old favourites. As with all
golf societies, we are able to negotiate good deals to keep costs down to enjoy a round of golf with lunch or
dinner.
Currently we have around 35 members but there is no restriction on the number of members. Guests are
welcome at all events on the society calendar and applications for membership at any time of the year must
be supported by our members. Entrance fee is just £10 which includes a society tie and the annual
subscription of £25 has been held for a good few years now.
If you are interested in becoming a member and would like to come to an event to try us out, please contact
either our secretary, Neil Darby on 01727 765758 or Chairman, Greg Clarke on 01582 792936.
Alternatively, contact The Cricketers for details on 01582 620612 or, even better, pay them a visit! You will
be made to feel very welcome.

Barry Welch, Vice Captain

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
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Ver Valley Society Open Meetings
Tuesday 22 October at 7.30 pm
St Michaels Parish Centre – AGM followed by
Rob Sage of Affinity Water – Rob Sage will be
explaining the future policies of our local water
supplier and how it will affect the River Ver. The
indications are that there will be good news
about reduced abstraction in the Ver Valley
following the recent public consultation.
Wednesday 29 January 2014 at 7.30 pm
Redbourn Village Hall Centenary Suite –
Speakers are two local farmers – Bill Barr and
Howard Roberts – “Farming the Ver Valley”.
Very Important
All meetings are free entrance to members and
non-members - if you are coming to one of our
meetings please check our newsletter or the web
page a few days prior to the meeting in case of
any late changes. If you want further information
or you would like to join please contact:
John Fisher 01582 792843

Now open at the “Bike Loft”
80 High St, Redbourn, AL3 7LN

We are open every day except Mondays,
from 9am until 5.30pm - see you soon!
Pam, Max, Simon, Lindy and Andy
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REDBOURN POLICE

Dear Residents
I have been asked to explain the recent changes across the force to the safer
neighbourhood teams.
Firstly I must assure you that PCSO Alli DEWAR will remain as your dedicated PCSO in
the village. She makes a great difference providing support and reassurance to everyone.
Acting Sergeant Owen currently manages the Harpenden Safer Neighbourhood Team. The recent changes
mean that police officers are no longer assigned to individual wards or villages, but instead form part of a team
that can be deployed anywhere in their area. In Harpenden and Rural there will be a sergeant and five police
officers. The six PCSO’S will remain on dedicated wards, however on occasion they may be used to assist with
events/incidents on other areas.
One of the benefits to the changes is that where an area suffers from a rise in crime or Anti Social Behaviour
police managers are able to put a greater number of officers into that area to tackle the problem... this has
already proved effective including in Redbourn when following a small rise in house burglaries neighbourhood
officers from across St Albans, Harpenden and London Colney were used to prevent and detect these crimes.
When I am on patrol and not assigned elsewhere I will continue to be in Redbourn village and the surrounding
rural area. The current police priorities for Redbourn are:
1. Dwelling Burglary
2. Anti- Social Behaviour (Including Speeding)
Levels are relatively low for Redbourn, areas we will concentrate on are Tassell Hall and Nicholls
Close. Speeding has also been raised as a concern and we will be concentrating on Lybury Lane.
3. Criminal Damage
For up to date crime figures and crime trends in Redbourn log on to www.police.uk and type in your post code.
If you need to speak to PCSO Dewar, please see below for the Redbourn Police Office opening times. When
possible any changes will be announced via the OWL system and updated on the door at the Parish Council
Offices
REDBOURN POLICE OFFICE – OPENING TIMES
Friday 20 September – 16.00 – 18.00
Friday 27 September – 11.00 – 13.00
Friday 4 October – 11.00 – 13.00
Saturday 12 October – 9.00 – 11.00
Saturday 19 October – 16.00 – 18.00

Wednesday 25 September 9.00 – 11.00
Wednesday 2 October – 11.00 – 13.00
Wednesday 9 October – 18.00 – 20.00
Monday 14 October – 14.00 – 16.00
Wednesday 23 October – 9.00 – 11.00

The safer neighbourhood team value the support from residents and the parish council and will continue to
work hard to keep the Redbourn safe and peaceful place to live.
PC 443 Jane FLEMONS

Tel: non-emergency 101 – emergency 999
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Regd. Charity No. 297955

Is Loneliness an Issue for You?
Loneliness has become one of the biggest issues facing our nation. Some 43
per cent of people over 60 live on their own. One in three people in their fifties
or above and almost half of those over 80, say that they often feel lonely
(Saga Magazine). In this village of Redbourn I think it less likely that we reflect
the national average. There is so much going on locally that involves getting
out and meeting other people. One only has to look through the pages of this
magazine to see what is available on a weekly or monthly basis.
For example, we now have a well-established and growing University of the Third Age (U3A) – it’s not as
grand as it sounds! - with all sorts of different interest groups which meet regularly to enjoy doing and learning
things in the company of others of like mind. Look out for their posters to get in touch with a member of the
organising committee to see how you might become involved. You can also take a look at their page on the
village website at www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/RedbournU3A or, for more info, email
redbournu3a@hotmail.com

Volunteer for a Longer, Happier Life!
Don’t take my word for it; this is the view of researchers at the University of Exeter. They found that volunteers
were a fifth less likely to die within the next four to seven years than average. Volunteers had lower self-rated
levels of depression and higher levels of well-being and life satisfaction, although this has not been confirmed
in trials. It is thought that volunteering can be good for the physical health of older people in particular, by
encouraging them to stay active and get out more. There are plenty of opportunities to become involved as a
volunteer locally, not only with charities like Redbourn Care Group, but with many other organisations. The
Centre for Voluntary Service (CVS) (St Albans) could advise you what is available locally to suit your particular
skills and aspirations. Anyone interested should contact them on 01727 852657 or 01727 814644 or visit
www.cvsstalbans.org.uk

Care Bus Outings – In need of a change of scenery?
Have you tried one of our outings? They are just the thing for people who are maybe elderly, perhaps living
alone, with limited opportunity to get out and about to explore the countryside and enjoy the company of likeminded people. If this appeals to you then book a ride on our minibus - fares are generally just £2 - try our
Autumn/Winter mystery tours of 3-4 hours with a visit to a garden centre for refreshments and the village fish
and chip shop afterwards for a take away if you wish!

Our next outings are on:24th September – A trip to the Seaside
3rd and 17th October – Mystery Tours
7th and 21st November - Christmas Nursery Visits
10th December – Christmas Lunch
Contact our organiser, Annie Lowe direct on 01582 794615
or phone the office on weekday mornings on 01582 794550
The Care Group Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri to
visitors or phone 01582 794550. You can also visit the Redbourn village website at
www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’.
Non urgent enquiries can be sent by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com

Barry Welch, Chairman
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REDBOURN WAR MEMORIAL
Two years ago, I started to research the people commemorated on the village War Memorials, to ensure their
stories were not forgotten. This September I went to the Somme and visited the grave of
William ‘Billy’ Reading, who was the first Redbourn man I was
able to trace. Billy was killed in action during one of the
successful phases of the battle, which lasted from July to
November, 1916. We lost 22 men on the Somme, with 15
named on the Theipval memorial, having no known grave.

Photo: Gareth Hughes

After WW1, there was no set way for local memorials to be
raised so every community did something different. There are
some reports of how Redbourn set about the task but nothing
on why people were included. For those born or resident in the
village like Billy, the link is obvious. Percy Farr emigrated to
Canada as a child and served with the Canadian Infantry, but he
was born here so is also remembered.

Photo: Mike Neighbour
Herts Advertiser

Albert Dye and William Coote are proving more difficult to connect to the village. Only one A. V. Dye is listed by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but he lived in London. CWGC has seven William Cootes, none
with an obvious connection to Redbourn, although there are five Cootes on the Redbourn Roll of Honour,
including William. Confusingly, he is named as Wilfred on the memorial in St Mary’s, but with the levels of
literacy at the time, it is astonishing how few spelling and transcription errors there are.
I am sure I will eventually find the connections, but would be grateful for any information, no matter how
tenuous, that anyone can give me.
If we truly mean, “At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them,” we owe them
more than a few letters on a monument.

Gareth Hughes

Wanted - Bugler for Remembrance Sunday
As part of the annual Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the war memorial, the Last Post
and Reveille are sounded. Redbourn’s current bugler is off to university in the autumn and we
are looking for a resident who is able to undertake the role. There is a small remuneration.
Please contact Emma on 01582 794832 or clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk if you
feel you can be a part of this service of remembrance.

FREE DOG MICROCHIPPING – Redbourn Common
Did you know that from 2016, all dogs in England will have to be microchipped? Failure to comply with this law
may mean a fine of £500 for irresponsible dog owners. Other benefits from microchipping include:








All puppies are traceable to their breeder thereby helping reduce the problem of puppy farming and
lessening the incidence of infectious disease and inherited defects from which many of these dogs
suffer
Deterrent to dog theft
Allows for rapid return, meaning that local authorities are able to emphasise to the dog owners
concerned that straying is not acceptable, the intention being that this education will lessen the
likelihood of a dog straying again and reinforce the responsibilities of the owners under the Animal
Welfare Act 2006
Easier identification and subsequent arrests of owners culpable of animal cruelty
Enables veterinary surgeons to contact dog owners for emergency procedures
Allows identification of dogs in properties in emergency situations so that dogs and owners can be
moved and reunited more quickly

Dogs Trust are organising a free microchipping event on Redbourn Common on Sunday 13th October 12 noon
to 3pm. If your dog is not microchipped, please take advantage of this free service.
Further information can be found on The Dogs Trust Website: www.dogstrust.org.uk
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Our branch of the U3A started in March 2013 and now has over 200 members. We have a meeting on the third
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall which starts at 2.00 with tea and followed at 2.30 with a talk which
usually lasts about fifty minutes. Coming up:
October 18th Insight into a Provincial Auctioneer (Steven Lester)
November 20th Waddesdon Manor (Robert Keating)
December 18th Tudor Christmas (Martin Sinot Smith)
All members can join our various interest groups whose activities range from art to walking. There are currently
28 groups and the numbers are growing as members decide to form new groups. All it needs to start a new
group is for a member to come forward as a co-ordinator and then they can advertise the new group on our
website and on the notice board at our monthly meetings and if there is enough interested people the new
group is formed!
All co-ordinators have assistance and support from the appropriate person on the steering committee. Groups
activities are fully insured through the National U3A headquarter. Where and when the group meets depends on
the group itself , sometimes they meet in member's houses, or in local pubs or halls or at an external venue
Besides the individual groups there is also a theatre group, open to all members, which has already organised
two visits which were oversubscribed! In the near future there may be visits to cinema screening of opera, plays
etc. which will obviously be cheaper than actual theatre visits.
Earlier in August, we held a barbecue at the Hertfordshire Garden Centre where we sampled an excellent South
African braai (barbecue) which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The current full year membership fee is £25 which includes a £5.60 capitation
fee to the Third Age Trust the parent body for the national U3A's.
If you are retired or semi-retired and would like to join like-minded, mainly
Redbourn residents, you are very welcome to join our U3A, if interested
please contact the membership secretary preferably by email at
redbournu3a@hotmail.com or phone Ian Caldwell on 07528 741947

THOMPSON
CLEANING SERVICES
Industrial/Commercial/Office Cleaners
25 years experience working in Redbourn
area. Flexible hours and Competitive rates

Phone for a free quote

01727 842269 or 07768 611275
chris.tcs@hotmail.com
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AUTUMN CRAFT FAIR
19th & 20th OCTOBER
Our annual Craft Fair will be held at the Village Hall on
Sat. 19th, 10.30 am - 5 pm and Sun. 20th, 11 am 4.30 pm.
There will be a wide variety of good quality hand-made
crafts, ideal for Christmas presents, refreshments
available throughout the weekend, and a raffle with
some excellent prizes.
Proceeds will go towards our planting schemes which
help to enhance the village environment. Do come
along to support our efforts.
Further details: Barbara Corbett, Tel. 01582 792738.

QUIZ NIGHT
Sat. 7th DECEMBER.
A fun evening at St. Mary's Transept, 7 for 7.30 pm.
with fish & chips supper, (chicken or veggie option
available).
Teams of 8. Bring own drinks. Tickets £10, £9.50
Redbourn in Bloom members, from Rita Green, Tel.
01582 626452
or Pat Schofield, 01582 793096.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
If you would like to join Redbourn in Bloom, we would
be delighted to hear from you. We hold events and
activities throughout the year,
including garden trips, talks, the Horticultural Show
and local competitions, as well as organizing
Redbourn's entry into Anglia in Bloom.
Some of our members enjoy planting and weeding to
help keep our floral displays looking good, and helping
at some of our events, but this is not compulsory!
Please contact John de Bank on 01582 793877.

OUR THANKS to all our volunteers, local
businesses and the Parish Council for supporting our
efforts this year, also to Colin Godly for kindly
presenting the trophies at the
Horticultural Show on 7th September.

Pat Schofield
STOP PRESS!
Redbourn in Bloom has won the Anglia in Bloom
Gold Award in their category at the recent
awards event held in St. Albans.
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition,
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded at
a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

Bowls in Redbourn
Redbourn Bowls Club at Potters
In the first week of October, 16 members of the Redbourn Bowls Club will join some 130 other bowlers from
clubs around the country to contest one of the several competitions held during the autumn and winter
months at Potters Leisure Centre in Suffolk. The winning teams in these competitions go into the Champion
of Champions Tournament, a prestigious event for amateur bowlers, held each year at Potters. Redbourn’s
bowlers set off for Potters with high hopes and one year, who knows, as well as having had an excellent
time at the resort, we will be victorious in the competition: watch this space as they say!
Potters is the venue for the World Indoor Bowls Championships that are televised each year by the BBC.
The skill of the championship bowlers (all professionals) is something to behold. Redbourn bowlers may be
less talented but we are enthusiastic and always give of our best. If you would like to try your hand at the
game the Redbourn Recreation Centre has an all-weather bowling green open to the public. Bowls can be
hired at the Centre and Club members can be available to assist. If you want to get really involved, why not
join the Redbourn Bowls Club? We continue playing after the summer season, socially at the Centre and in
our Winter League at Woodside Indoor Bowls Club. If you are interested in the Club please contact me on
01582 792074.
Martin Howe (Chairman)
To find out more about bowls and the Redbourn Bowls Club,
contact our Chairman Martin Howe on 01582 792074 or
Secretary Joan Kerr on 01582 792571. And you will find much
more on our web site at www.redbournbowls.co.uk
Bowls Club members after dinner at Potters
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Redbourn Christmas Market
The Christmas Market will take place on Sunday, 1st December 2013.
This is sure to be an exciting occasion, with plenty of seasonal, local
and interesting goods for sale on more than 30 market stalls. Also,
there will be events specifically for children and entertainment for all
the family.
The market stalls will be set up in the High Street, between New Forge Place and Totton Mews. The District
Council has made the order for the closure of this part of the High Street between 9 in the morning and 6 p.m.
Food will be available in a marquee in the Village Hall car park and the other events will take place in a
marquee in Cumberland Gardens.
Two of these other events are very exciting. Suzie Birchwood, a Redbourn resident, will bring a group of
trainee dancers from Artsbase for a short performance. Following this there will be a dance workshop. Suzie
has said that this will be suitable for anyone, irrespective of age, gender or ability.
The Christmas market will open at 11 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. Carol singers are expected in Cumberland
Gardens at about 4.30 p.m. Then, at the end of the day, two members of the Saracens rugby team will turn on
the Christmas Lights.
The organising committee of Redbourn Christmas Market are working hard to arrange more events. Look out
for more information in the Parish Council notice boards.
Demand for stalls in already strong but there is still space. If you want to take one or want more information,
please contact the organising committee at redbournchristmasmaket@gmail.com.

Richard Bullen
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REDBOURN VILLAGE
MUSEUM
Redbourn Victory over Sheepish Flamstead
Redbourn museum’s ambitious 10 year project, “Through the Centuries”, reached the 1300s and so we timetravelled back to the start of the medieval era. A well-documented event in 1383, when Flamstead villagers
grazed their sheep on our common, caused serious trouble between the villages. The Earl of Warwick
(Flamstead) and the Abbot of St Albans (Redbourn) had to resolve the ‘trouble’.
So for our summer event, what springs to mind? Lambs! They jump around in spring and become sheep by
st
summer. So we had Flamstead lambs re-named as “Flambs” on July 21 and some beautiful hand-knitted
Flambs were being sold outside the museum, when, just after noon, the “real thing” rampaged through the
museum garden and later across the cricket pitch, finally stopping to graze on our common. Some of this
had been planned, but these sheep from Flamstead literally “ran amok” as in 1383!
The Redbourn strong men strained against Flamstead in a tug-of-war and the impromptu blessing from Rev.
Will Gibbs seemed to work wonders. The Redbourn men were victorious, the Flamstead fellows looked
rather “sheepish” but it was all for a good cause. Beer!
In the museum garden, some children “had a go” at pottery, weaving, bread making and archery whilst others
threw themselves around in the bouncy castle (Medieval of course) and launched wet sponges at both the
vicar and Cllr. David Mitchell. What a unique opportunity! Some adults queued to throw sponges at these
unfortunates (who were very good sports) including fellow Parish Councillors and the Clerk. Finally we
calmed down with some history stories and sent the children home, happier and hopefully wiser, concerning
their local history.
The event raised several hundred pounds for the museum, a registered charity, helped by our generous
sponsors to whom we owe thanks: Redbourn Parish Council, Co-operative Society, Mr & Mrs G. Corbett, The
Cricketers of Redbourn, Tring Brewery and Redbournbury Mill.
Pauline Ridgwell

The Museum now has free entry, so why not visit us before we close for the winter.
We are open 2-5 pm every Saturday/Sunday until the end of October.
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Redbourn Youth Parish Council
Do you want to make a difference in the community, learn new skills and make new friends?
Redbourn Youth Parish Council is looking for new members
We meet on the last Thursday of each month from 6.30-8.30 at the Parish Centre
For more information please contact debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk

REDBOURN YOUTH CLUBS

Reg. Charity No. 302451

Both clubs meet on Tuesdays, 6.30 - 8.30 pm during term-time. Come and join us!
Chill out and relax with friends, listen to music, join in activities & games, enjoy the tuck-shop.
The Club for Junior School ages meets at the Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd.
The Club for Secondary ages meets at the Parish Centre, South Common.
More details from Paul Sands or Julie Johnson on 01582 626202
Youth Workers and Volunteers. The Youth Clubs are run by a committee of volunteers, with a small
number of paid staff. If you would like to join our committee, or help once a month in the tuck-shop, please
contact Pat Schofield on 01582 793096.
If you are interested in becoming a Youth Worker, (a part-time paid post), please contact Paul Sands on the
phone number above to find out more.
Quiz Night at the Cricketers - Sun. 26th January. Please support Redbourn's Youth Clubs by coming
along to this fun event at the Cricketers.
Teams of 6, tickets £10 per person, including food and a bottle of wine per table.
Ring The Cricketers on 01582 620612 to book your table.
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REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE
Redbourn Recreation Centre (RRC) is now a thriving, sustainable community facility however, ideas from the village are
going to be vital to its long term success. Please contact Paul (details below) with any suggestions for what you would like
to see at RRC
We now have three local football teams playing at RRC, The George Pub and two youth teams. Redbourn Cricket Club also
uses RRC for their third and fourth teams as well as junior matches. The balcony now has new patio furniture and sun
shades - it is a great place to watch the action
During the summer Amazon booked the whole site for a corporate Funday for their staff – it was a great success and they
have already booked for next year. We hope to do more of these events in the future
The all-weather Bowl Rink carpet has been stretched to provide a better surface. The rink is open to the public all year
round. Only £3 per hour per person including free bowls hire
We have a new luxury coffee machine and new reception carpet is coming soon – other improvements are planned
The Youth Clubs have both restarted and the Youth Café is doing well, new members are always welcome. We are also
looking for a responsible adult to be a worker at the Secondary School Youth Club at the Parish Centre on Tuesday
evenings, if you are interested pleased contact Paul. Save the Date: a fundraising Quiz at The Cricketers has been
organised for 26 January 2014 – a long way off, so no excuses for not supporting the youth of Redbourn!
The next Roller Disco is Friday 25 October – with a Halloween theme! Please come in fancy dress
Classes include: Pilates, Yoga (Ashtanga and Relaxation), Tai Chi, Trampolining, Children’s Dance, Art Sessions and many
more – please see website for details
Please consider us as a party venue for you, your children or grandchildren
A couple of issues: can dog owners please keep their dogs under control when using RRC and clean up the dog mess? It is
primarily a sports field. We have also had a few incidents of youths driving motor bikes on the fields, if you see this please
try and get the registration numbers and report to the police.
Thank you for your support

Paul Sands, Redbourn Recreation Centre – 01582 626202
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk
www.redbournrecreation.co.uk
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THE NICKEY LINE
The Nickey Line is nowadays a cycle and walk way connecting Hemel Hempstead, Redbourn and
Harpenden, but it started life 140 years ago as a railway line connecting these communities. Redbourn,
situated about half way along its length, is ideally situated to explore the pathway with numerous joining
places for walkers, cyclists and wheel chair users. The Nickey Line offers some lovely countryside, with
exciting wildlife and excellent views.
In 2006 the Friends of the Nickey Line were formed with the primary objective of improving the Line for all as
a leisure facility. This includes access, the path surface, maintenance, improving the habitat where possible,
and running walks and cycle rides. The Friends have an excellent website www.nickeyline.org with
information on the history, circular walks and the wildlife.
Our effectiveness is dependent on a strong membership, and we want more Redbourn members! It just costs
a one off £5 per household to join, which entitles you to our regular newsletters, email updates and the
opportunity to give your input to issues affecting the Line. If you use the pathway, please join the Friends and
strengthen our voice. A membership form can be found on the website.
The Friends organise work parties to improve the habitat, to encourage wildlife, and to create and maintain
views where appropriate. The majority of these work parties take place close to Redbourn especially in the
vicinity of Knott Wood, just up the Nickey Line from the bottom of Redbourn Lane. The Friends maintain the
excellent views across the Ver valley here and also coppice hazels and lay hedges.
We urgently need more volunteers from the Redbourn area to help with this activity. Work days offer
fun, good company, exercise, and the knowledge one of putting something back into the community.
If you can help, please contact Ian Caldwell on 07528 741 947 or at ianycaldwell@gmail.com.

Dave Abernethy
Chairman
Friends of the Nickey Line
07788 198283
DaveA@NickeyLine.org

Redbourn Village Hall Registered charity number 302450
As a registered charity, the Village Hall depends on the income from our hirers to meet the running costs, the
only other source financial help being the annual Parish Council grant.
Redbourn Village Hall is a welcoming venue located in the Village centre. It hosts a range of activities
including Brownies & Rainbows, Kindercastle Pre School Nursery, Redbourn Toddler Group the Redbourn
U3A, Good Companions, the Redbourn Players, Weightwatchers & Slimming World to name just a few. A full
list of hirers can be found on the Redbourn website together with their contact details.
st

The Village Hall is soon to be pitched into the 21 century with the introduction of a facebook page. Watch
this space.
As well as our regular clubs and classes, the Village Hall is available to hire for parties (with the exception of
th
st
18 & 21 birthdays) at very reasonable rates. A popular place for children’s parties, it is better than getting
jelly up the walls at home.
Please help to keep your Village Hall a vibrant and happening place by supporting the events which are held
here, details of which can be found on the Redbourn Village Website (www.redbourn.org.uk).
For all enquiries please contact the Village Hall Clerk on 01582 792822 or email
redbournvillagehall@tiscali.co.uk

June Farmer
Chair, Redbourn Village Hall Management Committee
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS autumn 2013

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
01442 257720 or 07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths and
Open Spaces Committee
01582 792382
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ron Stent
01582 793151
cllr.ron.stent@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
01582 793760
MaxineCrawley@aol.com
District Councillors
Roger Gray - details as above (Nicholls Ward)
Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
07740 027528
cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell, Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
01582 799083
cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
01582 626351
cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
Parliamentary Office, House of Commons, Westminster,
London, SW1A 0AA
Phone: 0207 2194577
Email: feedback@peterlilley.co.uk
Redbourn Parish Council (see also front page)
Redbourn Parish Centre, The Park, Redbourn, St. Albans,
AL3 7LR
Phone: 01582 794832
Email: clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rooms for hire

The Main Hall

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room

Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.
HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit organisations £20 per
hour
Businesses / commercial use £24 per hour, or £20 per hour for 8+ hours
or regular bookings (min. hire once a month)
Use of wellequipped kitchen
included
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Discounts if both rooms booked together, discounts for Youth organisations.
AV facilities included in price (please request at time of booking)

For further details contact the Clerk on 01582 794421 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Dates For Your Diary

REDBOURN

OCTOBER
rd
th
Thurs 3 & 17 Care Group: Mystery Tours
th
Sun 13 12.00 – 3.00 Common: Free Dog Microchipping
th
Fri 18 2.30 Village Hall: U3A “Insight into a Provincial Auctioneer”
th
Fri 25 Recreation Centre: Halloween Roller Disco
th
th
Sat 19 & Sun 20 Village Hall: Redbourn in Bloom craft fair
nd
Tues 22 St Michael’s Parish Centre: Ver Valley Society AGM
th
Sun 27 The Cricketers: Redbourn Fireworks fund raiser quiz
NOVEMBER
nd
Sat 2 Redbourn Fireworks on the Common
th
st
Thurs 7 & 21 Care Group: Christmas Nursery Visits
th
Sun 10 War Memorial: Service of Remembrance
th
Weds 20 2.30 pm U3A Village Hall: “Waddesdon Manor”

Submit “Dates For Your Diary” for December to March to
th
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk (by 8 Nov)

Having decided the walls of the Parish Centre were rather
bare, Redbourn Parish Council is running a Photography
Competition and the best photos will be displayed at the
Centre!
The theme is simply “The Parish of Redbourn”. There are
6 categories to choose from, and you may enter up to 3
photographs in 3 different categories (max. 9 photos in
total).
The categories are:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Abstract
People
Places
Nature
Other
Under 18

Advertise your business or event in
the Redbourn News. Published
quarterly by Redbourn Parish
Council, the newsletter is delivered
free to the homes and businesses of
the Parish of Redbourn.
2013 advertisement rates:

1/8 page £22
1/4 page £41
Half-page £78
Full-Page £150
Double-Page £285
Deadline for the winter edition
(Christmas / New Year): 8thNov, for
publication end of November.
Book now for all 4 editions in 2014
and pay the 2013 rates!

DECEMBER
st
Sun 1 11.00 – 5.00, High Street: Redbourn Christmas Market
th
Sat 7 7.30 St Mary’s transept: Redbourn in Bloom’s quiz night
th
Tues 10 Care Group: Christmas Lunch
th
Weds 18 2.30pm U3A Village Hall “Tudor Christmas”

PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

news

Contact the RPC Clerk for more
details. Tel. 01582 794832

COMMUNITY
CHAMPION
Redbourn Parish Council is looking for a
Community Champion.
This is someone who lives or works in the
Parish who has made a significant contribution
to the community.
If you would like to nominate someone, please
write an email or letter outlining why your
chosen person deserves this award in no
more than 300 words. At least two people
must sign the nomination.
Write to:
“Community Champion”,
Redbourn Parish Council,
Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park,
Redbourn,
St Albans, AL3 7LR

The winners and runners-up of each category will be
announced at the next Annual Parish Meeting in May,
along with the overall winner.

or email to:
champion@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Send your entries by the end of February (digital only) to:
photography@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Entries close at the end of March. The winner
will be announced at the Annual Parish
Meeting in May.

We are also looking for sponsors of the competition.
Please contact the Clerk on 01582 794832 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk if you can help.

We then intend to nominate that person for an
appropriate national award as our “Redbourn
Community Champion”.
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