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REDBOURN’S GREEN
BELT UNDER THREAT

Redbourn Parish Council

Three neighbouring MPs have called for 5500 houses
to be built on Redbourn Parish Green Belt, between
the M1 and Hemel Hempstead, to relieve the pressure
on Green Belt in their own constituencies.

The Parish Council office is open:
Monday – Thursday 10.00 - 4.00
Fridays
10.00 - 1.00

In addition, two other sites adjacent to the village have
been identified by the St Albans District Council
Green Belt Review as being “Land Contributing Least
towards Green Belt purposes”.
For more information, and Redbourn Parish Council’s
response, see page 5

CHRISTMAS
IS COMING!
For details of the
Redbourn
Christmas Market,
see page 18

Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn,
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 7LR

Christmas and New Year:

The office will close 12 noon on 24th
December. It will re-open on 30th
December and close again at 12 noon
on 31st December. It is open as normal
from 2nd January 2014.
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL: Emma Payne
FACILITIES OFFICER:
Zoe Urrejola
COUNCILLOR CONTACTS:
See inside back cover
OFFICE: 01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
WEBSITE:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
TWITTER: @Redbourn_Parish

NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL?
A new “free” school has been proposed in the
Harpenden area to meet the growing needs of
secondary school places in the area.
For more details see “County Matters” on page 6

ROOM BOOKINGS: 01582 794421
Charges on back page
ADVERTISING: To place an advert in the
Spring newsletter contact the Clerk by end
of February 2014 Rates on back page

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
From Redbourn Parish Council
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
GREEN BELT
The Parish of Redbourn is mostly Metropolitan Green Belt. At the heart of the parish
is, of course, the historic village of Redbourn. The rural character of the village is
very much defined by the surrounding countryside.
Since the 1930s the Green Belt has protected the parish from over development
and urban sprawl. It has prevented the loss of high-quality agricultural land.
It is our “green lungs”.
For 80 years local people have defended our Green Belt, but now it is in serious danger (see page 5).
We need new homes in the district but raiding large swathes of Redbourn’s Green Belt for extensive
development is not the answer. The decisions that St Albans District Council make now, will determine whether
Redbourn, as we know it, will survive the years to come for the benefit of future generations.

SECONDARY SCHOOL
Redbourn Parish Council fully supports the proposal for a new secondary school near Harpenden, whilst
remaining neutral on the site (see page 6). A fourth school in the area is vital if we are to meet the demand for
places in the future.

GOODBYE
We recently said “Goodbye” to Karen Hatt, who has been the Assistant to the Clerk for the last year. I’d like to
thank her for her hard work and enthusiastic contribution to parish council life. Her post has now gone, however
we are appointing a Deputy Clerk instead.

NEWSLETTER
As Editor of Redbourn News, I am pleased that more residents are contributing to our council newsletter with
articles about community events, activities, societies, charities, Dates for your Diary, etc. I would also welcome
more articles on Redbourn Life, past and present. 300 words is sufficient, with photos if possible. Send your
items to me at my email address below. The deadline for the next Redbourn News is end of February.

FINALLY
May I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Enjoy the festive season. And do get in touch
with me, my fellow councillors, or the Clerk if we can be of service, now or in the future.

Cllr. David Mitchell,
Chairman, Redbourn Parish Council
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS TO THE REDBOURN COMMUNITY
st

At this time of year the Parish Council starts to plan its budget for the next financial year, starting 1 April
2014, and part of that budget includes setting aside money to aid local initiatives by way of grants.
Individuals and organisations are entitled to apply to the Parish Council for a grant for a project that will be
for the benefit of some, or all of the residents of Redbourn and all applications will be considered on their
merits. We are not allowed to make grants to commercial enterprises or anyone in business to make a profit.
Application forms are available from the Parish Council offices and again this year we are trying to be as
flexible as possible by not putting a time limit on making the application. We have found that this method has
worked very well in the last year and we were still able to make grants up to last month.
However there are certain criteria which must be met before we can consider making a grant, as explained
on the application form, and we would expect organisations to supply a copy of their latest accounts with the
completed form.
Although there is no time limit it will help you and us if you apply sooner rather than later and we would
aim to give out grant cheques at the Annual Parish Meeting in May

Cllr Michael Morton, Chairman of the Finance Committee
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Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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Commons Comments
Cumberland Gardens
Progress is being made to redesign the flower beds in this area which will happen over the winter months.
We’re working with the District Council for planning permission for the replacement metal gates and we’re
obtaining quotations for the repointing of the wall.
Nickey Line
The M1 bridge tunnel lighting has been removed and new lighting is due to be installed shortly. I’m sure all
residents will be pleased to see there is light at the end of the tunnel! Resurfacing work on the section from
Harpenden Lane to the High Street is scheduled to be undertaken shortly.
Play Areas
The East Common Play Area. Contracts have been signed and notices will go up shortly advising users
when the play area will be closed for refurbishment. We’re confident we’ll be up and running by Spring
2014.
Longcutt Play area. We were sorry to see that vandals removed the basket swing from its mountings. If
residents see any evidence of vandalism, please contact the Clerk as soon as possible so the piece of
equipment can be made safe.
Flamsteadbury Play area. Work continues on ways to make this amenity more user-friendly.
Firework Display
nd
This year’s display was on Saturday 2 November - see page 14 for article. The display was a great
success and we’d like to thank all those volunteers who helped either before, during or after the event and,
without whom, we could not run the display.
Common
The final cut has been made on the Common including the conservation areas. We’re carrying out an
investigation into the management of the Moor area where the River Red runs through the Common.
Works will be carried out to improve access by residents to the river and to safeguard this valuable chalk
stream habitat.
Car Park
The overflow car parking used during the cricket season is now closed and we would remind all residents
that car parking on the common is not permitted unless in designated car park areas or for special events.

Cllr. Colin O’Donovan,
Chairman of the Commons
and Open Spaces Committee
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REDBOURN’S GREEN BELT UNDER THREAT
5,500 HOUSES?
Three neighbouring MPs, Mike Penning, Anne Main and David Gauke have written to Mark Prisk, Minister of
State for Communities and Local Government calling for housing development on the Green Belt in Redbourn
Parish. They believe 5,500 houses could be built between east Hemel Hempstead and the M1, which they
believe would relieve pressure for development on Green Belt in their own constituencies.
The distance between east Hemel and the M1 on the edge of Redbourn village is only about a mile, so
development on this scale would see an urban sprawl between the outskirts of Redbourn to the Hemel
Hempstead border. Redbourn currently has around 2300 houses in its Parish, so an extra 5,500 would mean
more than three times as many houses in the area, putting great strain on the local infrastructure. 100s of
acres of high quality agricultural land would be lost for ever.
Our own MP, Peter Lilley has stated that it is "essential to maintain the Green Belt between existing
settlements... so I shall strongly support those opposing development in the Green Belt around Redbourn".

GREEN BELT REVIEW
The District Councils of St Albans, Dacorum and Welwyn Hatfield commissioned a joint Green Belt and
Housing Review earlier this year. This followed a decision by St Albans council to undertake an independent
Review before moving forward with their new Local Plan. The District Council has now received part 1 of the
Review, which has identified three potential development areas in Redbourn Parish as being "Land
Contributing Least towards Green Belt Purposes":




Land enclosed by Hemel Hempstead and M1
Land at southwest edge of Redbourn enclosed by the M1 to the west in the vicinity of
Gaddesden Lane
Land at southeast edge of Redbourn enclosed by A5183

Redbourn Parish Council is committed to protecting the Green Belt. We believe that all five purposes of the
Green Belt, as outlined in the National Planning Policy Framework, apply to land in Redbourn Parish.
We know, from our recent Redbourn Survey, that 99% of residents do not want development on our green-field
Green Belt. The surrounding countryside is greatly valued by residents as being an important part of
Redbourn's rural setting. Whilst we recognise that we need new homes, we feel developments should be built
where they are most needed, and be of a scale, type and design that is appropriate to the location.
It is our intention to hold a public meeting at the Parish Centre in the New Year.
If you wish to comment on this statement, or want further information, please email the RPC Chairman at
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Forever Rose

Melissa Chapman

I am a fully qualified & insured Makeup Artist, Bio Sculpture Gel Nail Technician, Spray Tan Therapist & Hair Stylist

My services include:

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails * Manicure * Pedicures * Sienna X Spray Tans
Occasion Makeup * Make-up Lessons * Bridal Hair & Make-up packages * Party packages

I am now offering some fantastic Xmas Special's which include:

Full set of Bio Sculpture Gel Nails + Full Makeup £40
Full set of Bio Sculpture Gel Nails + Blow Dry £35
Full Makeup + Half price wash, cut & blow dry
Sienna X Spray Tan + Full set of Bio Sculpture Gel Nails £35
Bio Sculpture Vouchers also available - Great for Xmas presents!!!

Melissa@4ever-rose.com www.4ever-rose.com
07527 - 142225
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“COUNTY MATTERS” by Cllr. Maxine Crawley
Ever since I became your County Councillor I’ve been helping parents through the annual agony that the
shortage of secondary school spaces causes families. Happily this need has now been officially recognised
by the County Council. A new school must cover the upcoming need across the north of the District, from
Redbourn to Wheathamsptead, so needs to be located as centrally as possible. However, given the
constraints on space in Harpenden, it will be necessary to encroach on the Green Belt to provide a school,
something that we have constantly campaigned to protect. Land on the Lower Luton Road has emerged as
the preferred site, which has caused understandable concern among some local residents. In response, the
County Council is arranging public exhibitions for the first week of December in Redbourn, Harpenden and
Wheathampstead. They will give you the opportunity to talk to officers, see displays and leave comments. If
you can’t make the one in Redbourn you can go to either of the others. Dates, times and venues are being
arranged as I write so please look out for them.
The County Council is fully in support of a new secondary school for Harpenden and the surrounding
villages. The establishment of a new school will now fall to a promoter who will have to make an application
to the Department of Education (DfE) for funding. It has always been my hope that the three outstanding
secondary schools in Harpenden would step up to lead the establishment of a new school and in October
discussions started between these three schools to prepare a submission to DfE to open a new secondary
free school in Harpenden. Work to develop a submission will take about six months, with more direct
engagement with parents and the wider community about the detail early in 2014. For a free school to obtain
funding from the DfE it has to be an exceptional school, so we can look forward to a very exciting future for
our children. I will keep you informed as the process progresses.
I am also in constant talks with Redbourn Action Group for Schools (RAGS) and
County officers about solutions for the squeeze on primary school places in our village.
Please don’t forget to contact me about roads and pavements that are broken up and
need to be resurfaced. Last but not least, I’d like to wish everyone in our Redbourn
community a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

Peaches and Cream Beauty clinic
Sue and the staff at Peaches & Cream Beauty wish to say a big “Thank You”
to all the customers who have supported us for the past 11 years
Pamper Day
Back Massage
Essential Facial
Manicure
£ 70.00

Top to Toe Day
Full Body
Massage
Essential Facial
Manicure &
Pedicure
£ 100.00

Mum to be Package
Indian Head
Massage
Back Massage
Manicure &
essential Facial
£ 105.00

Holistic Package
Hot Stone
Massage
Aromatic Facial
Reflexology
£ 115.00

New Treatments !!
Thai style massage, siro dhara, eye lash ext, Hopi candle, Gel nail, Minx nail, Men's Grooming
and much more , pop into the saloon to pick up the full Brochure
At 82 High Street ,Redbourn , or call Sue on 07712889003, 01582792693
Products sale - 10% off on all Guinot, Dermalogica and Jessica Nail
GIFT VOUCHERS !! THE PERFECT GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS starting from £5.00
Best wishes for Christmas to all our existing and new customers!!
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Grants Working Group
Bringing village organisations together to share ideas on fund raising as well as applying for grants.
th

Unfortunately, the Awards for All presentation scheduled for 10 October had to be cancelled. A number of
other events we were unaware of took place that night, including the Care Group AGM, and we ended up with
only 10 people who had indicated that they would attend. Awards for All will only give presentations to a
th
minimum of 25 people. The meeting was rescheduled for the evening of 28 November, in the hope of
attracting a higher number.
At a previous meeting the group heard from Bob Boutland, who runs the village website, and it was agreed
that it is vital for all village organisations to post the dates of their meetings on the Redbourn Village website
th
diary page. This seems not to have happened this time, hence the clash of dates on 10 October.
Despite the name, the Grants Working Party does not give out parish council grants, this is the responsibility
of the Council’s Finance Committee (see page 2). The Working Party brings together voluntary organisations
in Redbourn to share information and support in achieving successful grant applications to outside bodies,
and to co-operate in fundraising activities.
If you are involved in a local organisation which raises funds, please let the parish
clerk know your contact details, so that you can be added to the list. We meet
every two or three months at a date agreed by members of the group. If you
cannot attend meetings, we try to circulate any useful fundraising information by
email to contacts from local organisations, so that no-one misses out.

Cllr Vivienne Windle, Chair of Grants Working Group.
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CROWN PHARMACY AWARD
The Crown Pharmacy in Redbourn has been accredited as a Healthy Living Pharmacy, warranting a visit
from The Mayor of the City and District of St Albans, Annie Brewster. The Mayor said “I wanted to see for
myself some of the developments in community pharmacies that mean local people can access a range of
NHS services on their doorstep. Well done on being one of only seven Pharmacies in Hertfordshire to
receive this accreditation”
The Crown Pharmacy in Redbourn will promote good health by offering free NHS services including blood
glucose monitoring, blood pressure checks and Medicines Use Reviews to help people to get the maximum
benefit from their medicines.
At the launch event, customers were treated to fruit smoothies as well as advice on stopping smoking from
the pharmacy’s Rhys Hopkins who's specially trained in Public Health Issues. Dilesh Rajani, owner of Crown
Pharmacy, said: “All pharmacies provide valuable health services but with Healthy Living Pharmacies,
healthy living and wellbeing is a core activity. We know that people like the accessibility of their local
pharmacy and the fact that they do not have to book an appointment.”

Left to right
Dilesh Rajani - co-owner of Crown Pharmacy
Rhys Hopkins - specialist in Public Health issues
Alka Kota - co-owner of Crown Pharmacy
Annie Brewster - The Mayor of the City and
District of St Albans

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
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VER VALLEY SOCIETY
The January Open Meeting of the Ver Valley
Society will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm
on Wednesday 29 January 2014.
Bill Barr of Dane End Farm and Howard Roberts
of Hammondsend Farm are our speakers.
They both farm very much with the environment
in mind and they will be telling us about

“Farming the Ver Valley”.
Our meetings are still free entrance and non
members are especially welcome but we are
always looking out for new members.
Contact me if you are interested – only £5 per
annum and you get free pack of our 8 circular
walk leaflets plus the 17 mile river trail.
For further information or to join contact John
Fisher – 01582 792443 or email
john.fisher@btclick.com or visit our website
www.rivever.co.uk

ALSO open at the “BIKE LOFT”
80 High St, Redbourn, AL3 7LN

The Hub is open every day except Mondays,
Bike Loft is open every day except Sundays
Opening hours 9am - 5.30pm See you soon
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REDBOURN POLICE
With the dark winter nights upon us and Christmas fast approaching, we are reminding residents not to draw
attention to their valuables, and to make sure their home and vehicles are safe and secure at all times.
Many burglaries or theft from motor vehicles are opportunist crimes, where the offender has taken advantage of
the cover of the darker nights, identified a house in darkness with no sign of anyone being at home, and used
this as an invitation to break in. Similarly, items left in cars provide an ideal opportunity for a quick smash and
grab. So, as the nights get darker earlier, it’s a good time to take a fresh look at your home security. Here are
some useful crime prevention tips to help you protect your home and property:









Keep front and back doors locked at all times – even when you’re at home
If you are out in the evening make sure you leave a light on and draw the curtains. If it’s dark before you
get home, use timer switches to turn on the lights
Light up your front door with dusk to dawn lighting – make sure it’s visible from the street
Keep keys and valuables out of sight, and reach, from cat flaps, letterboxes, and downstairs doors and
windows
Keep Christmas presents out of sight of passers-by
When recycling, fold up any cardboard boxes that might advertise your Christmas gifts to thieves
Always lock your car and close windows, even if you are only leaving it for a few moments
Remove all items from your vehicle when parked. Don’t forget your sat nav, cradle and suction pads
and wipe away any marks

Just a reminder, we have a fantastic Police Office in Redbourn, please use it. The office is situated within the
parish council offices and we try to open it twice a week. There is private interview room if you wish to speak
to us in confidence.
The Police Office Opening Times: 27 November 2013 + 29 November 2013, 2.00pm – 4.00 pm.
December dates will be advertised via OWL, on the police web site (herts.police.uk)
and displayed at the parish council offices.
Please report any suspicious incidents to the police.
The non-emergency number is 101, in an emergency call 999.
Wishing you all a very happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
Jane Flemons PC 443 (jane.flemons@herts.pnn.police.uk) Tel: 101
Alli Dewar PCSO 6639 (allison.dewar@herts.pnn.police.uk) Tel: 101

COMMUNITY CHAMPION
Redbourn Parish Council is looking for a Community Champion. This is someone who lives or works
in the Parish who has made a significant contribution to the local community.
If you would like to nominate someone, please write an email or letter outlining why your chosen
person deserves this award, in no more than 300 words. Two people must sign the nomination.
Write to: “Community Champion”, Redbourn Parish Council, Redbourn Parish Centre, The Park,
Redbourn, St Albans, AL3 7LR or email to: champion@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Entries close at the end of March 2014.
The winner will be announced at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. We then intend to nominate that
person for an appropriate national award as our “Redbourn Community Champion”.
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New Trustees Needed for this Award Winning Charity!
As a charity, Redbourn Care Group needs to be looking at how we might encourage
more volunteers to become trustees to serve on our Board to influence its direction as
we move into the future.

Regd. Charity No. 297955

The commitment and energy given by trustees will make a direct difference to any
charity and everyone it helps. Trustees have the ultimate responsibility for running a
charity, for its property, finances and the employment of any staff or volunteers.

Being a trustee is also immensely rewarding, providing both expected and unexpected opportunities for
personal development. And while you could bring your skills and energy to running your charity, you will also
find you are gaining new experience and knowledge. Most importantly, a trustee would be making a difference
to society.
Redbourn Care Group is, I believe, a fine example of the difference that can be made to the lives of people
who depend on us. We enhance the lives of our clients by improving their mobility; by combatting loneliness in
isolation; by extending the hand of friendship and enabling social contact with peers. We meet twice a month
throughout the year for about 90 minutes on a Monday morning, but if that were a bar to any would-be
trustees, we are willing to consider what other times of the day or week the Board could accommodate for at
least some of the meetings.
If you are interested to learn more about what being a trustee with us involves, then I would be pleased to
arrange a meeting with you. You can also discover more information on the Charity Commission’s website at
www.charitycommission.gov.uk. Call me on 01582 626443 or email barrywelch@ntlworld.com. We are
an open door, ready to welcome you.
If we can be of service, you can find us at the Care Group Office in the Village Hall.
We are open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri or phone 01582 794550.
Please note that our office may be closed over the Christmas to New Year period, but if you need to contact us
urgently, our recorded message will give details of who to call.
You can also visit the Redbourn website at www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’.
Non urgent requests/enquiries can be sent by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
And finally, on behalf of all our Trustees and members, may I wish you a VERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY and HEALTHY NEW YEAR with our hope
that you will enjoy the spirit of the festive season.
And if you can, remember to include in your celebrations someone living
nearby for whom Christmas might be a lonelier occasion.

Barry Welch, Chairman

HERTS SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND
Hello. My name is Vicky Palumbo and I am one of the Support Workers from Herts Society for the Blind.
Based in Welwyn Garden City but covering all of Hertfordshire, Herts Society for the Blind has spent almost
100 years meeting the needs of visually impaired people. The Society was originally formed in 1915 to assist
soldiers returning from the front who were blinded by gas.
We remain an independent local charity, working hard to help the blind and partially sighted people (and
increasingly deaf/blind people) to retain independence by providing help and advice on daily living, finding
volunteers for those who require them, signposting them to other sources of help and services and most of all,
reducing the social isolation of this vulnerable group of people.
I have very recently moved into Redbourn with my two young children and am starting to find my way around
this wonderful village. I wanted to introduce myself to you and let you know that should you have any issues
you would like to discuss with regards to your sight loss.
You can telephone me on 07825 330649 between 9 – 5 , Mon-Fri and I will be MORE than happy to help.
I look forward to meeting you!
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REDBOURN WAR MEMORIAL
Does anyone know Fred?
I started researching the men Redbourn lost in the First World War a little over two years ago, and it has taken
that long to identify them all. There are still many gaps in the stories of their lives and what happened to them,
and in some cases, still some doubts as to whether I have actually found the right man. F W Smith is a good
example. I think he is Frederick W Smith, born in the village in 1887, but there were at least another five ‘Fred
Smiths’ around here at that time.
A cursory search of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission database gives eighty-nine possible results.
Of course these can be filtered down with more details, but sometimes those are hard to find. There are plenty
of blind alleys and false starts, as anyone who has tried to research their own family will know. It is often
seemingly insignificant details that provide the key to unlock the puzzle. Discussing how to overcome these
difficulties with like-minded researchers, one thought is often repeated. “They want to be found.” Wishful
thinking when faced with finding a needle in a haystack? I don’t know. We have to hope that someone,
somewhere, has that vital piece to complete the jigsaw.
I spoke to many people at the Remembrance Sunday exhibition who had learned something about distant
relatives, and who wanted to know more. I am very grateful to everyone who has already given me information,
but there is still more work to do before the picture is complete. Perhaps I do need Fred and his comrades to
lend a hand?

If you know anything about anyone on the memorial, or
anyone who came back after the war, please get in touch
at Redbourn.remembers@gmail.com or via the Parish
Centre.
Gareth Hughes
Pictured at his exhibition in the Redbourn Parish Centre
on Remembrance Sunday
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Redbourn U3A now has over 200 members and meetings are held on the third Wednesday of every month,
at 2 for 2.30 pm in Redbourn Village Hall. For membership enquiries, contact Ian Caldwell on 07528 741947
or e-mail Redbournu3a@hotmail.com. Visitors and new members are welcome to attend our meetings
(Visitor fee of £2.50).
December
January
February
March

18
15
19
19

Tudor Christmas
Do you know your rights?
The humorous side of being an actor
The Bubbles Lecture

Martin Sinot Smith
Sylvia Rook
Jonathan Fryer
Dr Cyril Issenberg
PAULINE RIDGWELL

REDBOURN FOLK CLUB
Redbourn Folk Club meets on Thursday evenings from 8.15pm until 11.00pm in the Old School
Room, behind The Hollybush, in Church End. Everyone is very welcome to come along and hear
traditional and contemporary folk music, acoustic blues and the best of today's local singers.
There are regular Guest Nights alternating with more informal Open Stage evenings and
occasional 'spotlight' nights featuring longer sets from some of our regular performers. For
more information, contact Jenny: 01582 793164 or look at the
website: www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk
Diary dates:
Dec. 12th: Penni McClaren-Walker & Bryan
Causton
Jan. 9th: Kara
Jan. 23rd: Gawkey
Feb. 6th: Chuck & Angela Silverman
Feb. 20th: The Raven
Jenny McNaught

THOMPSON
CLEANING SERVICES
Industrial/Commercial/Office Cleaners
25 years experience working in Redbourn
area. Flexible hours and Competitive rates

Phone for a free quote

01727 842269 or 07768 611275
chris.tcs@hotmail.com
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Cabinet-Maker/Carpentry
Furniture Restoration
Bespoke pieces made to your
requirements, professionally polished,
painted and fitted on site. Anything
you need creating in wood, from the
unusual to the everyday item.
For those timeless pieces.
Please call “Brendon”
on 01582 842817 or 07958 927806
Portfolio and references on request
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GOING OFF WITH A BANG
Redbourn’s Annual Firework Display was held on Saturday 2nd November and delighted a
large crowd of residents and visitors. First thing in the morning, there were concerns that the
display might have to be shortened due to the windy conditions, but it got calmer as the day
went on and the show went ahead. We spent a little bit more on the fireworks this year and
lots of people commented that it was the best display they’d seen at Redbourn.
Sponsorship and donations were down on last year’s bumper collection, but we still managed
to cover the costs and have about £900 left over to donate to local organisations.
A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers who banged in stakes, picked litter and
marshalled traffic. Without you all we would not be able to put on this event.
Will Walters
Chairman of Redbourn Fireworks

Firework Sponsors
The Cricketers

Ashbury Construction
Austin Trueman Associates
B&M Healthcare
Redbourn MOT Centre
Redbourn Electrical
Contractors
RS Harding FCA
Phillips Funeral Services Ltd
Dark Matter Composites Ltd

The Hub
Redbourn Fishery & Sporting Clays
Redbourn Business Systems
Oakbridge Homes
Fine Fitted Interiors
Tim Wharton Antiques
Changing Views
Brian Cowland & Sons
Redbourn Pre School
Hopton & Furlong (St Albans Jewellery
School)

Fireworks Raffle Winners
PRIZES

DONATED BY

WINNERS

£100 Red Letter Day Voucher
Picture
2 bottles of Wine
Facial Voucher
Dinner for Two
£10 Voucher
Bottle of champagne
Box of Chocolates
Trinket Box, Photo Frame Passport Holder
VIP Family Ticket
Bottle of Wine
£10 Voucher
Bottle of Martini, hip flask and glass
Playmobile Vet Set
Voucher
Popcake & Fondu Set
2 months gym membership for two
Photoshoot voucher
Voucher
Welcome Pack
Bottle of Vodka

Hauskraft Ltd
Art Marketing
Ashtons Estate Agent
Atelier Salon & Spa
Aubry Park Hotel
Bella Sienna
Co-Operative
Co-Operative
Crown Pharmacy
Herts County Showground
The George Public House
The Hub
Noel Irwin
Medivet
Peaches & Cream
Redbourn Dental Practice
Redbourn Recreation Centre
Redbourn Studios
Redbourn Barbers
Town & Country Estate Agents
Weymans

Rachel
Fran Garfield
Marie O
Pauline
Marian
Taylor
Kirsty
Steve
Suzie
Malcolm Fox
Lyn Painter
Jane McAvoy
Mr/Mrs Wallis
Lee Cooms
Bridget Hays
Dave
Mr/Mrs King
Mr/Mrs Bryson
Mr/Mrs Phillips
Vivienne Windle
Graham
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition,
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be picked
up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded at a
fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.
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QUIZ NIGHT
Sat. 7th DECEMBER
A fun evening at St. Mary's Transept,
7 for 7.30 pm. with fish & chips supper,
(chicken or veggie option available).
Teams of 8. Bring own drinks.
Tickets £10, £9.50 Red. in Bloom members,
from Rita Green , Tel. 01582 626452
or Pat Schofield, 01582 793096.

FIVE-DAY TRIP TO THE LAKE DISTRICT
12th - 16th May 2014
Join us on this short holiday to one of the
most beautiful parts of the country.
You don't have to be a member!
Comfortable coach transport, half-board
hotel accommodation in Kendal and visits to
gardens and stately homes on each day.
£309 per person,
(admission to some of the gardens extra).
For further details,
please ring Rita on 01582 626452.

COME AND JOIN US!
Membership of Redbourn in Bloom costs just
£5 per household per year. We hold events,
talks and trips throughout the year, as well
as organising our local competitions and
Redbourn's entry into Anglia in Bloom.
Volunteers are also welcome to assist with
our planting and tidying sessions to help
keep the village looking attractive.

Please contact
John de Bank (Membership Secretary)
on 01582 793877
or Mike Thain
(Chairman/ Volunteer Co-ordinator)
on 01582 793376
Pat Schofield
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Redbourn
Christmas Market
Sunday, 1st December 2013, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Redbourn Village Hall car park and Cumberland Gardens
The first Sunday in December will be an important date in Redbourn’s calendar. On that day, Redbourn
Christmas Market will be open and it is sure to become a “must attend” event in our lovely village.
This year we will have market stalls in Cumberland Gardens and the Village Hall car park. We will also have
a few small stalls in the Village Hall itself. We had hoped to have stalls in the High Street but a bureaucratic
mix up has dashed these hopes. Still, the High Street will be closed between New Forge Place and Totton
Mews from 9 in the morning until 6 in the evening, so there will no dodging moving vehicles whilst going
between the two locations. We are sure that you will find seasonal goods of great beauty, style and value.
There will be live music in the Village hall car park marquee. Also, hot food will be available. As many will
know, Barrie Moore had to shut Hall the Butcher at the beginning of November. However, he has agreed to
supply us with his wonderful sausages and burgers.
We will have a raffle with some fabulous prizes. Top of the list is dinner, bed and breakfast for two at the
Aubrey Park Hotel. We will put details of all of the prizes in the Christmas Market programme and on display
on the day. The raffle tickets will be available then and in advance.
We will round the day off by carol singing and the switch on of Christmas Lights. But not before a plump
fellow with a white beard, red trousers and jacket and a big bag slung over his shoulder puts in an
appearance!

Richard Bullen
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REDBOURN VILLAGE
MUSEUM
th

Redbourn Village Museum will reopen for Residents First Weekend on Saturday January 25 2014, when
admission will be free to all local residents. There will be a new exhibition, Flora and Fauna of the Parish of
Redbourn, in collaboration with members of the Ver Valley Society. The Museum will then be open every
Saturday and Sunday 2 – 5 pm until the end of November 2014.
th

Saturday February 15 2014: Roy Craske has been invited back to continue our project,
“Redbourn through the Centuries” which in 2014 concentrates on the 1400s. Roy’s talk will start at 3 pm in
Mary’s Transept and is entitled: “Uneasy Lay Their Heads” Worrier, Warrior, Wimp, Womaniser, Winner.
For further details, see Parish notice boards.

Pauline Ridgwell

The Village Museum has entered the smart phone world!
Two of the trustees have developed a digital Redbourn treasure hunt that involves the user walking around
Redbourn answering clues on historic Redbourn sites, and being rewarded with virtual coins!
All you smart phone users need to do is download the free Huntzz App, which is available for both Android
and I-Phones, and then select the free Redbourn hunt from the list of available treasure hunts. The other
hunts available include well known sites such as the British Museum, National Gallery and the Dulwich
Picture Gallery, so we are in very good company.
The treasure hunt, which relies on the smartphone’s built-in maps and GPS,
has twenty clues, each having a cryptic and a simple solution. Initially, the
user is given directions to the first site and on arrival after answering the
clue, is given a detailed historical description of the site plus some treasure
- this is actually virtual coins! The directions to the next site are then
disclosed and the hunt is on!
We hope that the treasurer hunt will be both interesting and educational and
will bring new visitors to both the Village and the Museum. Future plans also
include a printed version which will hopefully be available soon from local
shops and pubs, if we are can obtain enough sponsors.
If you would like further information either about the Museum or the Huntzz
App please use our normal contacts details: 01582 793397
or email redbournmuseum@gmail.com

Ian Caldwell

Redbourn’s last remaining butcher retires after 35 years

Barrie Moore with
Cllr Pat Schofield
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Cllr Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair of Redbourn Parish Council, presented retiring
village butcher Barrie Moore with a photograph of himself taken in his
butcher’s shop, together with some gift vouchers at a retirement party hosted
by the parish council.
The party, attended by about 40 local residents and parish councillors, was
nd
held a few days after Barrie shut up shop for the last time on 2 November.
Regular customer Isabel Cranmer and her team of singers led the
assembled guests in her version of ‘I’m just wild about Barrie’, and parish
councillors Vivienne Windle and Maria Maynard spoke about how much he
will be missed.
Despite his retirement, Barrie will be supplying the Christmas Fair, in
st
Cumberland Garden on 1 December, with a barbecue giving people the
opportunity to taste Barrie’s meat and burgers one last time.
Cllr Vivienne Windle
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REDBOURN YOUTH CLUBS
Reg. Charity No. 302451

Both clubs meet on Tuesdays, 6.30 - 8.30 pm during
term-time. New members always welcome! Chill out
and relax with friends, listen to music, join in activities
& games, enjoy the tuck - shop.
The Club for Junior School ages meets at the
Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd.
The Club for Secondary ages meets at the Parish
Centre, South Common.
Film Nights, Wii and table tennis also available here.
More details from Paul Sands or Julie Johnson on
01582 626202
Youth Workers and Volunteers.
The Youth Clubs are run by a committee of
volunteers, with a small number of paid staff. If you
would like to help, please contact Pat Schofield on
01582 793096. If you are interested in becoming a
Youth Worker, ( a part-time paid post), please contact
Paul Sands on the no. above to find out more.
Quiz Night at the Cricketers - Sun. 26th January.
Please support Redbourn's Youth Clubs by coming
along to this fun event at the Cricketers.
Teams of 6, tickets £10 per person, including food and
a bottle of wine per table. Ring The Cricketers on
01582 620612 to book your table. Ring Victoria on
01582 792280 if you need help arranging a team.
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REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE
RRC continues to improve financially and with its customer service. We have a new trampoline, Zumba classes
have just started and we are hoping to get a Fencing and Laser Shooting group from January.
The clothes sale in November went very well.
Youth Club and Youth Café are both doing well with between 12 and 22 young people attending each week
We are still looking for people to help with funding applications or volunteer for jobs or roles at the centre
We have big plans for developments, however we need some input from the community and help securing
funding. If you can help please contact Paul, details below.
RRC is considering banning dogs from its playing fields
The problem of dog fouling continues at Redbourn Recreation Centre (RRC).
We are asking everyone to only bring two dogs per adult to RRC and pick up all the dog mess they see – not
only their dogs mess. If this doesn’t work we will ban dogs from RRC managed land as recommended by the
National Playing Fields Association – starting January 2014.
Thank you
Paul Sands, Redbourn Recreation Centre – 01582
626202
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk
www.redbournrecreation.co.uk

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
Having decided the walls of the Parish Centre were rather bare, Redbourn Parish Council is running a
Photography Competition and the best photos will be displayed at the Centre! The theme is simply:

“The Parish of Redbourn”
There are 6 categories to choose from, and you may enter up to 3 photographs in 3 different categories (max. 9
photos in total). The categories are:

Abstract * People * Places * Nature * Other * Under 18
The winners and runners-up of each category will be announced at the next Annual Parish Meeting in May,
along with the overall winner.
Send your entries by the end of February (digital only) to: photography@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
We are also looking for sponsors of the competition. Please contact the Clerk on 01582 794832 or email
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk if you can help.

Colin O’Donovan & Sons
Your local plumbers since 1969
PLUMBING – HEATING – BATHROOMS - BOILER CHANGES – NEW TAPS ETC

Gas Safe and CIPHE registered
Redbourn 01582 792382
& 07860 631463
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Bowling in Redbourn
Everybody knows the story of Sir Francis Drake insisting on finishing a game of bowls before sailing out to
defeat the Spanish Armada. Well, here’s a bit of Redbourn bowls history.
In the late 1940s or early 1950s a group of friends constructed a bowling green on unused ground between
the gardens of houses in Crouch Hall Lane and the, as then, two tennis courts opposite the Scout hut. It is
understood the Parish Council provided some of the funding for this new recreational amenity in the village.
Geoff Webb has kindly provided the photograph below of the green and he can identify the five players
studying the “head” (the cluster of bowls (“woods”) around the jack); the young gentleman on the extreme
right, for example, is Tony Jackson, then Clerk to the Parish Council. As is evident from the photograph, the
standard of the green was not of the highest and there was no question of forming a club to play matches
against other clubs in the area. It was simply a place where residents could enjoy a relaxing game, perhaps
after a hard day’s work and before a well-earned pint at one of Redbourn’s several pubs.

Play in progress on the green
Sadly, interest waned and the green fell into disuse (I have not been able to discover dates). The green was
soon overgrown. The small wooden shelter that can be seen in the photograph disappeared. Access to the
site is by the lane off North Common and adjoining REC’s offices. No trace of a bowling green can be found.
The site appears to have been covered by the two additional tennis courts and/or the clubhouse of the
Redbourn Tennis Club. I should be interested to hear from anyone who can provide more information about
this long-gone bowling green.
Of course bowls continues to be enjoyed in the village on the all-weather bowling green at the Redbourn
Recreation Centre. This has the advantage over a grass green that it can be used all the year round.
Residents can play for the modest charge of £3 an hour, £5.50 for two hours. Woods can be borrowed from
the Centre at no charge. The Redbourn Bowls Club, based at the Centre, will always welcome new members.
For more information on the Club please contact me on 01582 792074.

Martin Howe
Chairman, Redbourn Bowls Club

REDBOURN LIFE: PAST & PRESENT
Redbourn News would welcome articles on Redbourn life, past and present. Send your articles (and
pictures) to the Editor, Cllr David Mitchell at cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS Winter 2013

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
01442 257720 or 07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths and
Open Spaces Committee
01582 792382
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ron Stent
01582 793151
cllr.ron.stent@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
01582 793760
MaxineCrawley@aol.com
District Councillors
Roger Gray - details as above (Nicholls Ward)
Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
07740 027528
cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell, Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
01582 799083
cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
01582 626351
cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
Parliamentary Office, House of Commons, Westminster,
London, SW1A 0AA
Phone: 0207 2194577
Email: feedback@peterlilley.co.uk
Redbourn Parish Council (see also front page)
Redbourn Parish Centre, The Park, Redbourn, St. Albans,
AL3 7LR
Phone: 01582 794832
Email: clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

OBITUARY
Dr William Stanley Pierpoint (Stan)
former Redbourn Parish Councillor
Stan was born in 1930 in Stoke on Trent, and went to Sheffield University
where he got his PhD in biochemistry. He started work at Rothamsted in
1954, where he lived at the Manor House before marrying Maureen and
having 2 children. His career culminated in being made a Doctor of
Science, a prestigious award presented to him by Princess Anne, the
Princess Royal.
The Pierpoints moved from Harpenden to Redbourn in 1977, where Stan became Secretary of the local
Labour party. He served as a parish councillor for 12 years, where his love of the countryside and walking led
him to chair the Commons and Footpaths Committee, a role he held for 8 years. His strong belief in Green
Belt protection was evident in many campaigns, including the successful campaign against the proposed
motorway services. Stan was involved in the setting up of Redbourn Museum, where he was a trustee. His
interest in local history led to his publishing a book about the inventor of Stephens Permanent Ink, who
established a factory in Redbourn, and at one time shared rooms with the poet Keats.
Stan was a popular Redbourn resident and will be much missed. Anyone who knew him and wishes to show
their respects should donate either to Amnesty International or Moorfields Eye Hospital in Stan’s memory.

Cllr. Vivienne Windle
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Dates For Your Diary

REDBOURN

28th NOVEMBER to 21st DECEMBER St Albans Christmas Market
DECEMBER
st
Sun 1 Dec 11.00 – 5.00 High Street, Redbourn Christmas Market
th
Sat 7 7.30 St Mary’s Transept, Redbourn-in-Bloom Quiz Night
th
Thurs 12 8.15 The Hollybush, Folk Club
th
Weds 18 2.30 Village Hall, U3A lecture “Tudor Christmas”

news

Advertise your business or
event in the Redbourn News.
Published quarterly by
Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free
to the homes and businesses
in the Parish of Redbourn.
2014 advertisement rates:

JANUARY
th
Thurs 9 8.15 The Hollybush, Folk Club
th
Weds 15 2.30 Village Hall, U3A lecture “Do You Know Your Rights?”
rd
Thurs 23 8.15 The Hollybush, Folk Club
th
Sat 25 Redbourn Village Museum, Residents First Weekend: free entry
th
Sun 26 The Cricketers, Quiz Night in aid of Youth Club
th
Weds 29 7.30 Village Hall, Ver Valley Society: “Farming the Ver Valley”

1/8 page £25
1/4 page £45
Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315

FEBRUARY
th
Thurs 6 8.15 The Hollybush, Folk Club
th
Feb 15 Redbourn Village Museum lecture “Uneasy Lay Their Heads”
th
Weds 19 2.30 Village Hall, U3A, “The Humorous Side of Being an Actor”
th
Thurs 20 8.15 The Hollybush, Folk Club

Deadline for the spring
edition (Easter): end of
February, for distribution
from 24th March.
Book 4 editions in advance
and get a 5% discount!

MARCH
th
Weds 19 2.30 Village Hall, U3A “The Bubble lecture”

Contact the RPC Clerk for
more details.

Submit “Dates For Your Diary” for April- June 2014 to
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk (by end of Feb)

Rooms for hire

Tel. 01582 794832

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE

The Main Hall
Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room

Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit
organisations: £20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use: £24 per hour
or £20 per hour for 8+ hours / regular bookings

Use of well-equipped
kitchen included
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Discounts if both rooms booked together
Discounts for Youth organisations
AV facilities included (please request at time of booking)

For further details contact the Clerk on 01582 794421 or
email: clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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