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EAST COMMON PLAY AREA
Work began in January on the new play
area. Deputy Mayor of St Albans, Brian
Gibbard, got proceedings under way with
a keen and eager young work force!
More on page 4
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Parish Centre, Thursday 29th May 2014, 7.30 (Doors open 7.00)
Come and join us to hear what Redbourn Parish Council has been doing in the last year.
Your chance to ask questions on council matters.
.
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

th

The Parish Council is holding its Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 29 May at
7.30 (doors open 7.00) in the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome. It is your chance
to hear what we have been up to in the last twelve months, and to ask questions.
We will also hear from those who are receiving council grants, as well as
announcing the results of the Photography Competition and the Community
Champion 2014. We look forward to seeing you.

GREEN BELT
Redbourn Parish’s Green Belt is very much under threat. See page 3, opposite. St Albans District Council has to
decide where houses should be built over the next 20 years as part of its new Local Plan. Their Planning Policy
Committee is responsible for overseeing the process, and is made up of 10 District Councillors, including
Redbourn Ward Councillor, Maxine Crawley. These meeting are open to the public, and I and others have been
attending to ask questions and monitor progress. Details of the meetings can be found on the District Council’s
website. Thanks to those residents who have written to me on the matter; it is clear that the potential loss of
countryside in the Parish is something that causes great concern. Do get in touch if you would like more
information.

BUSES
A few months ago I was alerted by Cllr. Crawley to the possibility that Redbourn might lose some of its evening
bus services - see her article on page 6. Fortunately this is not going to happen, this year at least. But the
message is clear: “use them or lose them”. We need to ensure that those who rely on public transport have a
decent bus service.

NEW PLAY AREA
The new East Common Pay Area will open by Easter (see page 4). This is great news. The project has come to
fruition thanks to the hard work put in by Cllr. Nadia Davies and the enthusiastic fund raising by local residents.
Well done to all, and I’m sure local children will enjoy the exciting new facilities for many years to come.

PCSO ALLI DEWAR
Unfortunately we have to say goodbye to our Police Community Support Officer, Alli Dewar, who is moving on
(see “Redbourn Police” on page 10). She will be much missed by all of us, and we wish her all the best for the
future. Thank you very much, Alli, for all you have done for Redbourn and its residents over the years.

Cllr. David Mitchell
Chairman, Redbourn Parish Council
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

CLERK’S CORNER
I’d like to welcome our newest member of staff to the parish council, Chris
Kenny, who has joined the team as the Deputy Clerk. Chris’ role will be to
support me in my role as Clerk to the Council. In addition she will be clerking
the planning committee meetings so if you come along to one to discuss a
planning application, you’ll have the chance to meet her. Some of you may
know Chris already as she lives in Redbourn and was previously Chair of
FORIS. I’m sure you’d like to join me in welcoming Chris to the parish council.

Emma Payne
Clerk to the Parish Council
01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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GREEN BELT LATEST:
Up to 2,710 new houses in Redbourn Parish?
The final independent Green Belt Review (part 2) has now been published. It was commissioned by St Albans
District Council and can be found under Planning Policy on their website: stalbans.gov.uk.
The Green Belt Review, along with the recent independent Housing Needs Assessment, is being used by the
District Council as it prepares its new Local Development Plan. The Policy Planning Committee, which is
overseeing the process, has settled on a figure of 436 new dwellings per annum to be built over 20 years, or
8720 in total. This is at the bottom end of the Housing Needs Assessment recommendations.
If 436 p.a. is approved, then the District Council say they will have to build on the Green Belt. They are now
analysing where and when. The Green Belt Review has identified three possible areas in Redbourn Parish:

Site S1. Between Hemel Hempstead and the M1, with 1,026 – 1,710 new dwellings.
Site SS2. S.W. Redbourn between the village and the M1, with 300 – 500 new dwellings.
Site SS3. S.E. Redbourn between the village and the bypass, with 300 – 500 new dwellings.
In the draft Green Belt Review published in December 2013, site 1 was considered to be unsuitable for
development until 20+ years but the final version says development could start earlier. Sites SS2 and SS3 will
be looked at in more detail later, when such things as flood zones will be taken into account.
Although there is a lot of work to be done by the District Council before the new Local Development Plan is
finished, the prospect of 2,710 being built on Redbourn’s Green Belt is grounds for concern. There are
currently around 2300 houses and 5,500 people living in the Parish of Redbourn. In the future, this could
more than double to 5,000 houses and 12,500 people. Not only would a large area of quality agricultural land
be lost for ever but the local infrastructure issues would be huge.
Although we recognise the need for new homes, including affordable housing, Redbourn Parish Council is
against large scale development on our Green Belt. The RPC Green Belt Defence Working Group is meeting
regularly to discuss the situation, and we will keep you informed.

Cllr. David Mitchell, Chairman RPC

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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Commons Comments
Nickey Line
Major resurfacing works have been carried out on the section of the Nickey Line between Harpenden Lane
and the High Street Bridge. This involved widening the footpath where the overgrowth had encroached,
making it wider so that pedestrians and cyclists can pass easily. The M1 bridge tunnel lights have been
installed and are functioning well. This was funded by the Highways Agency who is responsible for the lights
on the motorway above. The Parish Council gets a grant for the maintenance and upkeep of the Nickey Line
which is partly owned by St Albans City & District Council along with Herts County Council.

Play Areas
The East Common Play Area. By the time you are reading this article, work will have been completed on
the refurbishment of the East Common Play Area. The play area will remain closed until the beginning of
April to allow the turf to take but it will be open in time for the Easter holidays.
Long Cutt Play Area. The monkey bars from East Common will be relocated to the play area at Long Cutt.
We are investigating upgrading the surfacing and equipment at this location.
Flamsteadbury Play Area. We are still considering what’s best for this area for everyone’s enjoyment.

Common
We are implementing the management plan for the Moor area where the River Red runs through the
Common. There are unusually high levels of water in the river but that’s not surprising consider the weather
we’ve been experiencing this year so far. The management plan includes the cutting of bankside vegetation
to encourage wildlife like aquatic insects, enhancing the structural diversity in the area around the bank and
keeping the channel clear to allow the flow of water whilst retaining the characteristics of a chalk stream.

Tree Survey
As part of a review of the management of our open spaces, the parish council will be employing a contractor
to survey all the trees on parish council owned land which will involve their species being noted, their location
plotted on a map and their condition noted. A schedule of inspections will be devised with areas like the
Common and Cumberland Garden with high usage and high amenity value trees being inspected more
frequently than other areas. This will mean that we are able to manage the planting of new trees on the
common and some people may notice that a new Silver Birch has been planted at North Common but sadly
one has been lost outside Woollams due to the inclement weather we’ve been suffering from.

Cllr. Colin O’Donovan
Chairman of the Commons, Footpaths
and Open Spaces Committee

Digging up the old play area on East Common!
The new playground will open at Easter.

Flash flooding and drains overflowing caused
serious problems in Redbourn this winter. For a
while, there was even a pond on the Common!
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Grants and Fundraising Working Party
Following a series of meetings attended by guest speakers, which were all extremely useful, we have had one
th
meeting with no speaker, on 13 March. This meeting addressed the issue of the aims and objectives of the
group, and also considered a new name. Grants Working Party has proved to be a confusing name, leading
some people to believe that we award grants to village organisations (this is the responsibility of the parish
council’s finance committee).
We have also found that as well as sharing information about grant applications at the meeting, there is a
demand from group members for co-operation and co-ordination of fundraising events, to avoid clashes and
maximise the amount of money raised for good causes in the village.
The Parish Council’s survey in 2012 showed that residents wanted to know about volunteering opportunities,
and this was incorporated into the council’s aims and objectives. The working group, with the help of the
Deputy Clerk, Chris Kenny, will be approaching voluntary organisations to seek permission to pass on contact
details to any resident wishing to volunteer. Please let the Deputy Clerk know if you would like to be added to
the list, and informed of future meetings of the working party.

Neighbourhood Plan Funding Success
Redbourn Parish Council has been awarded a grant of £5,572 to help with the cost of preparing a
Neighbourhood Plan. We are now able to appoint a planning consultant and move on to the next phase of the
process. Following the parish plan survey in 2012/13, we are now putting together the evidence base for
Redbourn’s Neighbourhood Plan. The grant will fund our work up until the end of December, when we will be
entitled to apply for more funding to bring the plan to the stage where residents will be asked to vote in a
referendum, sometime in 2015. So long as it does not conflict with the local planning authority’s Strategic
Local Plan, it will be adopted when the St Albans plan is finally completed. This is currently estimated to be
early in 2016.
The grant was awarded by the Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning Programme led by
Locality in association with RTPI/Planning Aid England, CDF and partners, available through My Community
Rights Website. It is part of a £9.5m programme to help communities adopt neighbourhood plans.
More than a hundred people took part in the working groups for the first stage of the neighbourhood plan and
helped to provide the questions for the parish plan survey. What we need to do now is to consult with a wider
range of local residents and businesses, to develop a robust plan which will be approved by a planning
inspector.
For more information see our website: redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Vivienne Windle
Neighbourhood Plan Project Manager
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“COUNTY MATTERS” by Cllr. Maxine Crawley
As I write this I’m looking at the skies in the hope that the heaviest of the rainfall is now over. Officers at all
tiers of local Government, the emergency services and residents deserve a lot of praise and thanks for their
hard work especially in areas that have suffered from the worst of the flooding. At the County Council money
is being diverted to help areas that are still suffering and to try to take precautionary measures before next
winter. There is a lot to learn from this year’s flooding and the County Council is looking at what went well
and what could be done better in the future. Whilst they will do their best, though, if ground levels are
saturated there are times when there is nowhere for the water to run to. To help keep water off the roads and
out of people’s homes please could anyone who owns or manages fields make sure that they have plenty of
ditches and bunds to try to contain the water within their land.
While we are trying to stop the water from running, I am working hard to do the opposite for Redbourn’s
evening and Sunday bus services. Unlike most subsidised bus routes, these are not paid for by County
Council, but by the District Council. They came under scrutiny at this year’s budget because they cost the
District £71,000 per year to sustain. I argued to keep them as they are so important for the more vulnerable
in our village and for commuters. This time I won, but the numbers of users for the evening and Sunday
services were not very high, especially later in the evening and on Sundays. Please could I ask you all to use
the bus during evenings and Sundays as much as you can.
Lastly I would like to thank those of you who have contacted me offering to help
with trying to get a footpath/cycle path on the Redbourn Road (A5183). Working
with residents and officers I’m looking at short and long term plans. Short term
plans include resurfacing the worst parts of the paths as identified by residents,
better signs and clearing of debris. In the long term we’d all like a new cycle path
to run from Redbourn to St Albans. I’m starting the process by asking for a count
to be taken of walkers and cyclists as I believe that numbers have increased,
especially now that we have The Hub in Redbourn. This will help with evidence of
need and is the first step in the process.

EASTER ART & CRAFT SHOW 19th & 20th April

Redbourn Village Hall

Sat. 10 am - 4 pm & Sun. 11 am - 5 pm.

Proceeds to Redbourn Recreation Centre & Playing Fields Trust, Reg. Charity No. 1111215
Everyone is invited to come along to enjoy and support our 30th Annual Show! The event will include a
large display of original paintings (most of which will be on sale) by artists from our district and
surrounding areas, a wide variety of craft stalls, and a children's colouring competition.
In addition, NEW in this special anniversary year, a COMPETITION for 11 - 18's,
"YOUNG ARTIST of the FUTURE", for which a 1st PRIZE of £100, plus other prizes, will be awarded.
The subjects for this are: "Sport & Leisure", "Redbourn" or "The Natural World".
Please submit your entries by 4th April to the Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd.
Drawings/Paintings (mixed media) up to A3 size with name, age, address, tel. no. on the back.
A selection will be displayed at the Show, and prizes will be presented at 10.30 am on Easter Saturday.
Winners and guests will be invited to the Preview Evening on Good Friday.
A large number of HELPERS are needed over the weekend to set up, assist with sales, stewarding,
refreshments etc, and help clear up afterwards. If you would like to volunteer for a couple of hours on
Fri., Sat. or Sun., please contact Victoria Mead, tel. 01582 792280, mob. 075067 19922,
or sign the list in the Post Office or Recreation Centre.
If you would like to participate in or support the Show, please contact:
ARTISTS' ENQUIRIES: Peter Keeley, 01582 792701, pjk96tpr@btinternet.com
or Nick Martin, 01582 792748, nicholas.martin3@ntworld.com
CRAFT STALL BOOKINGS: Diane Whiskin, 01582 792846, dwhiskin@talktalk.net
SPONSORSHIP, ADVERTISING, & YOUNG ARTISTS' COMPETITION:
Pat Schofield, 01582 793096, pandjschofield@talktalk.net
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CPRE HERTFORDSHIRE
Standing up for Hertfordshire’s Countryside
WHO WE ARE
CPRE Hertfordshire is the County branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England. CPRE campaigns
nationally and through its county branches for a better future for England's countryside. CPRE Hertfordshire
was founded in 1928 and is a separate registered charity. We are funded through membership subscriptions,
donations, legacies and fund-raising.
WHAT WE DO
Þ Strive to protect the Green Belt from harm, working through the planning system and raising the alarm
when countryside is threatened.
Þ Support local communities and campaigns to protect valued local areas.
Þ Advocate the sustainable use of land and other natural resources.
Þ Influence planning policies to ensure that they reflect the interests of the countryside.
Þ Campaign for a quieter countryside, free from litter and other intrusions.
Þ Lobby for sustainable transport policies and safer rural roads.
Þ Celebrate Hertfordshire's countryside by promoting its beautiful landscapes.
Þ Support village life.
Þ Encourage people of all ages to take an interest in and enjoy their local countryside.
Þ Promote local food production.
WHAT IS THE THREAT
St Albans District Council is considering proposals for major development on land to the west of Redbourn,
on the other side of the M1. This is all in the Green Belt. SADC’s plan is not finalised and nothing is certain at
present. However, the auguries are not good.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
Þ Join CPRE: members can talk to our professionally qualified planning manager about this and any other
planning matter
Þ Join our 100 Club: open to all residents of Hertfordshire, the Club returns 50% of net monthly contributions
as prizes

To learn more about St. Albans District Council’s plan for the west of Redbourn, the
100 Club and what else we do
visit www.cpreherts.org.uk; call 01438 717587
Registered Charity No. 211299
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Bellringers Wanted!
You are probably aware that St. Mary’s Church bells were silent for 6 months
after the middle of June 2013, apart from the clock chimes and the service
bell. During this period, essential building works were carried out on the
tower. We have now resumed our normal practice and service ringing
schedule.

The bellringers of St.Mary’s Church, Redbourn, regularly ring the Church bells, on Sunday mornings 99.30 am and at least once a month for the Sunday evening service. When requested, we also ring for
weddings and other services.
We need more bell ringers and would welcome any lapsed ringers to come to one of our practices at 7.45
pm on a Tuesday evening. Young people must be at least 12 years of age to be tall and strong enough to
handle our bells. Adults of all ages are also welcome, both men and women.
Not all ringers go to Church, but they do play an important role for the Church by doing something that
they enjoy. As long as you are fit enough to climb the spiral staircase to the belfry, you are probably fit
enough to ring.

Bellringing is a sociable hobby, which keeps you fit in body and mind. It does take several months to learn
to ring a bell, and years to develop further, but don’t let this put you off. Think of it as a challenge! If you
would like to learn to ring, we can teach you. Numbers of learners would have to be limited but we would
love to operate a waiting list!
You can hear the bells and find out more by visiting the Redbourn village website www.redbourn.org.uk.
Please contact Pauline Ridgwell (01582 626055) or Diana Reading (01582 793772) for more information
or to arrange your visit to the belfry.

Pauline Ridgwell
Tower Captain, St. Mary’s Redbourn Bellringers

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
NHBC Registered Builders
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FRIENDS OF THE NICKEY LINE
&
THE VER VALLEY SOCIETY
“Come and see the Orchids”
Sunday 15 June 2014 - 10.00 am
Friends of the Nickey Line and the Ver Valley Society are holding a joint walk to view orchids at two
sites. Starting at the car park on Redbourn Common, this 5 mile circular walk will visit a bee orchid
site on the Nickey Line near the M1 Bridge, and also visit the chalk slopes on the side of Harpenden
Hill where we hope to see pyramidal orchids as well as bee orchids.
For more information contact Roger on 01582 763560
Or John Fisher on 01582 792843
Next Open Meeting of Ver Valley Society: Thursday 24 April 2014 at 7.30 pm
St Stephens Parish Centre – Bricket Wood
"Restoring Hertfordshire Rivers"
Guest Speaker: Charlie Bell, The Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust Living Rivers Officer
Free admission to members and non-members of the Ver Valley Society.
Non members are especially welcome. Contact John Fisher

We are open every day including
Weekends - 9am - 5.30pm
DOGS are welcome.
See you soon, Lindy & Simon

Also open at the “Bike Loft”
80 High St, Redbourn, AL3 7LN
9.00am - 6.00pm, Open Mon to Sat

Call Andy on 01582 742900 to
Book your Spring Bike Service
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REDBOURN POLICE
Report from PC Jane Flemons
As a Harpenden Safer Neighbourhood Officer, I cover the whole of Harpenden, but take a special interest in
Redbourn and Rural Policing.
In this issue of Redbourn News, I would like to highlight some rural issues that are affecting Redbourn.
There has been a sharp increase in Fly Tipping, in particular Lybury Lane, Punch Bowl Lane, Flamsteadbury
Lane and Hogg End Lane. This is not only an environmental hazard, but is dangerous to road users and costly
to remove. If you witness fly tipping actually taking place, please record the number plate, type of
vehicle being used and description of any persons present and call police on 999.
We have also had reports of dog fouling on pavements and in fields in and around the village, again this is an
environmental issue, however, we are working with the council to address the issue and to support them in any
investigation and prosecution. Motorbikes continue to be a nuisance in the village, not only on the road, but
also riding across fields causing damage to crops and land. If you see anything suspicious, please try to obtain
as much detail as possible ie: descriptions of bike and rider, times, location etc and report it to police.
Redbourn is being hit with theft of number plates. The front and rear number plates are being stolen from
vehicles, placed onto offending vehicles then used in crime. Number plates are being discarded in the lanes
around Redbourn, if you see any number plates, please inform the police on telephone number 101.
As you may be aware, PCSO Alli DEWAR will be leaving at the end of March 2014. I would like to take this
opportunity of thanking Alli for all her hard work in the village. We will all really miss her and we are hoping to
get a suitable replacement as soon as possible.
I shall now hand over to Alli as I am sure, as normal, she has a lot to say ………
“It is with great sadness that I am leaving the lovely village of Redbourn and also Hertfordshire Constabulary.
After eight and a half years, I shall be hanging up my black boots and moving on to pastures new to start the
next chapter of my life. I would just like to say that I have enjoyed my time in the village and my lovely
residents that I have served. I wish you all well and would like to thank you all for the help and support that you
have afforded me over all these years. x x x x ”

Pc 443 Jane FLEMONS / PCSO 6639 Alli DEWAR
Harpenden/Rural SNT non-emergency tel 101 - emergency tel 999
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Established in 1980 to help combat loneliness

Regd. Charity No. 297955

Although many of our readers know us well, it bears repeating occasionally to
remind residents what we are and what we do. The group was formed over 33
years ago with a modest number of volunteers who gave their time out of a sense of
neighbourliness and friendship. The idea was to become a coordinating group
connecting elderly clients with local services and to aid mobility. And we know that
we can rely on this close community to constantly renew that valuable resource to
fulfil our tasks for the clients who rely on us.

Our volunteers are our main asset. Their roles are those of drivers, escorts (couriers), street contacts and
organisers of transport and activities. Our most tangible asset is the minibus, what we call the Care Bus or the
village bus, because it is available (with one of our drivers) to local organisations and groups for a donation.
The main bulk of our work is to provide transport for health care visits to GP surgeries, hospitals clinics and
dentists, especially where clients have limited access to private or public transport. Last year we made almost
500 such trips, an average of two every weekday. We do other more fun type journeys too, like visits for
recreational activity and shopping. The Care Bus is out every weekday for things like trips to the supermarket,
swimming pool, older people’s clubs and Redbourn Day Centre.
So, if we can help you or anyone you know in getting out and about, do call our office, details below.
Care Bus Outings – In need of a change of scenery?
Now that winter is more or less behind us we are very pleased to resume our regular Mystery Outings
programme. If you have yet to experience one of these fun events, you should get in touch with our organiser
whose contact details are shown below. They are just the thing for people who are maybe elderly, perhaps
living alone, with limited opportunity to get out and about to explore the countryside and enjoy the company of
like-minded people. If this appeals to you then book a ride on our Care Bus - fares are generally just £2. Your
trip will usually include a visit to a garden centre for refreshments and the village fish and chip shop afterwards
for a take away if you wish!

Our next outings are on:3rd & 17th April
1st & 22nd May
th
Plus on 6 May - Thames River Trip & Carvery
5th & 19th June
Contact Annie Lowe direct on 01582 794615
or phone the office on weekday mornings on 01582 794550
The Care Group Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri to visitors
or phone 01582 794550. You can also visit the Redbourn website at
www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’.
Non urgent enquiries can be sent by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
Barry Welch, Chairman

THOMPSON CLEANING
SERVICES
Industrial / Commercial / Office Cleaners
25 years experience working in Redbourn
area. Flexible hours and competitive rates.
Phone for a free quote

01727 842269 or 07768 611275
chris.tcs@hotmail.com
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2013 REDBOURN CHRISTMAS MARKET a big success!
The second Redbourn Christmas Market was much enjoyed by all. The mix of stalls in Cumberland Gardens, the
High Street and the Village Hall, along with the Christmas lights, the special events, and, of course, Father
Christmas, all helped to capture the Christmas spirit. Congratulations to the organisers and many thanks to all
those who worked so hard to make the day go so well. Hopefully this will become a fixture in the Redbourn
calendar for many years to come.
Photos V. Windle

Needless to say, the event organisers have already turned their heads to the next Christmas Market.
Richard Bullen writes “For the planning of the 2014 Christmas Market, the organising committee needs at least
two volunteers to come forward. One is needed to take charge of communications and publicity, including use
of social networking. Another volunteer is needed to take charge of liaising with stall holders, using last year’s
list and other lists that are available.
Redbourn Christmas Market’s organising committee meets on the 2nd Monday of each month, more frequently
just before the event takes place, at the Bull public house, at 7.30 p.m. If anyone is interested in joining the
organising committee or hearing more about either of the roles that need to be filled, please contact the
committee by sending an email to redbournchristmasmarket@gmail.com.”
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
networks fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be
upgraded at a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
A BOOK GROUP?
Come to Redbourn Library
Lamb Lane
Wednesday 2nd April 7pm
We will be discussing questions such as:









What is a book group?
Why would you want to start/join one?
How do you promote your book group?
How do you recruit members?
Where/when do you hold it?
Do you offer refreshments?
How do you pick the books?
What the library can do for your book
group?

ALL WELCOME
We look forward to seeing you there
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Redbourn in Bloom
Local Competitions
These will be judged by Committee members and
volunteers towards the end of June.
Categories include Best Front Garden, Drought
Garden, Shops, Pubs, Businesses, Community
Buildings, Schools & Playgroups and Allotments.
You do not need an entry form for this event.
We try to cover the whole village!

Anglia in Bloom
The Regional judges will visit Redbourn in July
(date to be announced). They will be looking for
evidence of care for the environment, all-year-round
effort, community participation, and local business
support. Our suggested colour scheme for planting in
the High St. area this year is flame red/orange,
yellow, blue and white.
If you have ideas or particular projects which you
would like us to include in our Portfolio
and/or in the judges' tour, please let us know.
Please help us to maintain GOLD which we have won
over the last two years by assisting us to keep the
village looking clean, tidy and colourful!

Open Gardens Weekend
12th & 13th July
We hope to have at least 20 gardens around the
village open to the public for this very enjoyable
event, which is held in alternate years.
Gardens can be large or small, well-established or a
work in progress. Proceeds from garden admissions
go towards our planting schemes to enhance the
village. Garden owners may also serve refreshments
or hold a charity stall if they wish, in aid of their own
chosen good cause.
Publicity, programmes & maps are provided by
Redbourn in Bloom.
If you are interested in opening your garden this year,
please ring Rita Green on 01582 626452.

New Members Welcome!
Events, trips, talks and competitions are held all year
round. Members receive a quarterly newsletter and
reduced admission to some of our events for only £5
per household per year. Volunteers are also welcome
to help with our planting & tidying sessions.
Please contact:
Mike Thain (Chairman/Volunteer Co-ordinator) on
01582 793376 or
John de Bank (Membership Secretary/Treasurer) on
01582 793877.

Pat Schofield
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REDBOURN
FOLK CLUB
Folk on the Common
Sunday June 15th

A free afternoon concert of Folk Music on
Sunday June 15th from 2pm – 6pm
outside the Cricket Pavilion, featuring

Isla St.Clair
– one of Scotland’s foremost traditional
singers, along with some of our best local
folk musicians.
Come along after the Steam Rally at the
Museum, and bring a picnic and a chair –
or sit on the grass!

Redbourn Infant and Nursery School
Eco Council
Here at Redbourn Infant and Nursery School we try to be as ‘green’ as
possible. We have our green flag and are the only Infants School in
Hertfordshire to have achieved this!
We have carried out various projects and the ideas come from the children
on our Eco Council who are elected by their peers. We have regular eco
challenges and one of those has been a stick challenge, the children created
some fantastic models.
We have recently built a recycled bottle greenhouse and built a robot from
junk with Sir John Lawes School.
In the past we have worked with Whipsnade Zoo, Rothamsted Experimental
Station but we are now working on a project with the BRE Group. BRE
research building practices and look at more sustainable ways to build.
The eco-council managed to secure a little bit of funding to buy a luxury bug
hotel and a night vision motion camera! The bug hotel has lots of
observation points and can be partially dismantled to see what has made its
home in it! The night vision camera is checked regularly but so far we have
only managed to photograph cats!
We also have a camera in a bird box and last year we were lucky enough to
see blue tits raising a new generation. The birds have already been going in
and out so we hope to have a new family in the box come the Spring.
We then have a Redbourn Wildlife Watch article on the newsletters that go
out to parents.
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REDBOURN VILLAGE
MUSEUM
Redbourn Village Museum has obtained a grant from the SHARE Museums East organisation from its
Community Cabinet Fund for Reaching Audiences and are participating in a development project with
other local small museums. The project is all about museums working in collaboration with the local
community, presenting new information in different ways.
Do you have a story to tell the people of Redbourn using our newly created temporary
exhibition space at the Museum?
We are particularly interested to gather information about Redbourn businesses, past and present. Did
you work in the village before you retired, or are you involved with one of our current businesses? We
would love to hear your stories about the trade, the people or the buildings.
An exhibition is planned for the summer, so this is a great opportunity to be part of it. Please contact
Pauline Ridgwell on 01582 626055 or Maria Maynard on 01582 793478 or
RedbournMuseum@gmail.com if you would like to be involved or can provide any information. This
could be a photograph, letters, ledgers, newspaper articles, your own story on paper or film or as a
voice recording. We would love to hear from you, whatever you have to tell us.
World War 1
Like many towns and villages, Redbourn is also planning to commemorate the centenary of the start of
World War 1 and the Museum will be central to this with another new exhibition in the autumn.
Information is already being gathered by Gareth Hughes on 01582 792282 or
Redbourn.Remembers@gmail.com and John Ridgwell on 01582 626055. There is no time like the
present to get in touch. We are also looking for someone who might set-up and run a website.

Dates for your Diary
Bank Hol Mon, May 26th, 2 – 4 pm: Afternoon Tea in the Museum garden, in aid of
Blue Cross Animal Rehoming Charity.

Sunday, June 15th, 11 – 3 pm: Redbourn in Steam: Traction engines plus Model
Engineering Exhibition, Train rides and Tombola at the Museum

Redbourn U3A is now well established and will soon be celebrating its first anniversary; and what a first
year it has been. We now have 30 interest groups covering a wide range of subjects from psychology to
flower arranging – something for everyone! The theatre outings are open to all members and are proving
very popular. A member is in the process of organising our first autumn holiday to Norfolk. Meetings are
held on the third Wednesday of the month at 2 for 2.30 pm in Redbourn Village Hall. If you are interested
in joining us please contact our membership secretary, Ian Caldwell, on 07528 741947 or e-mail
Redbournu3a@hotmail.com. Visitors and new members are welcome to attend our meetings (Visitor fee
of £2.50).
March 19 Facing the cameras - Zena Skinner
April 16
When the police start looking younger - Keith Baldwin
May 21
What a language! - Hugh Granger
June 18
Body language - Vic Botterill
DIANE WHISKIN
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The Loss of Redbourn’s Elms
Forty years ago, on 15 March 1974 to be precise, Redbourn’s Annual Parish Meeting heard that: “Concern has
been expressed that there was evidence of the Dutch Elm Disease within the village and that trees on the
Common had been affected. The Commons, Footpaths and Open Spaces Committee of the Parish Council
were in the process of obtaining specialist opinion on the trees but it was feared that surgery would be
necessary and costly.” These forebodings were to prove prescient.
Dutch elm disease, so-called because important early research was carried out in Holland, is caused by fungi
disseminated by elm bark beetles. The fungi block the tree’s water conduction system causing the foliage to
wither, discolour and die. The 1970s outbreak of the disease was particularly virulent. By the summer of 1975
evidence of the disease was increasingly obvious around the village, including in the majestic English elms that
formed the Avenue across the Common from Church End to Cumberland House. Among these were the Three
Witches, trees so iconic that a drawing of them adorned the cover of the Common Round for many years.

This photo of the elms in the
Avenue was taken in 1961 by
Jean Bowden and was kindly
loaned by Geoff Webb.

The Parish Council hoped that the spread of the disease might be halted with a programme of injections.
Equipment was hired and in the summers of 1976 and 1977 groups of volunteers laboured to inject protectant
fungicides into the base of trees that had yet to show symptoms of the disease. But to no avail, the treatment
proved ineffective (and anyway was impractical as the advice was that it needed to be carried out annually).
There was no alternative but to fell the infected trees. To the dismay of residents, felling commenced in 1975,
gathered pace in 1976 and was finally completed in 1977 by when not a single elm remained on Redbourn
Common.
There was a similar story around the country. It is estimated that by the mid-1990s 25 million elm trees, so
much a feature of the English landscape, had been lost to the disease.
The Parish Council’s fears about the cost of the disease proved to be justified. The Council minutes in April
1976 record a payment of £639.36 (£3,215 in today’s money) for the felling and removal of “a further 11 trees,”
just a fraction of the final cost. As well as the contractors’ charges, there was the cost of the replacement limes.
In comparison with the elms, these appeared puny on planting but they soon put on height and girth and 128
limes now make almost as impressive an avenue as their fated predecessors. The Avenue also still contains
one elm tree, a Wheatley elm, a shorter and bushier tree than the English elm but a variety which has proved
more resistant to the disease.
Redbourn’s English elms were not entirely lost to the village. Logs from the felled trees were placed to deter
unwanted car parking on the Common or were used as rustic seating or planters. Some vestiges of these logs
remain, sad reminders of the English elms that once graced the Common.

Martin Howe
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REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE
RRC continues to provide more activities and classes for residents. We have organised an event for Users &
Residents on Wednesday 14 May at 19:30 for people to share their ideas, suggestions and concerns –
everyone welcome!
What’s New?
Zumba – Monday at 11:00, still spaces! Netball has really taken off with over 45 ladies registered and up to 24
taking part each session. Monday 6-7pm (open session), Sunday 10:00-11:30 coach lead with games. A new
Get Back into Netball is starting soon on Wednesday mornings. A turn up and play Basketball session started
at the end of February, Friday 18:00-19:00. Trampoline Club is now pay-as-you-go, £6 per session on Friday
15:45-16:45
Youth Club and Youth Café are both doing well with between 11 and 27 young people attending each week
The last Roller Disco had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers, the next one is Friday 25 April, Easter theme
plus activities – please book!
We are still looking for people to help with funding applications or volunteer for jobs or roles at the centre
Dog Fouling
The problem of dog fouling continues at Redbourn Recreation Centre.
We are asking everyone to only bring two dogs per adult to RRC and pick up all the dog mess they see – not
only their dogs mess!
Please visit our new website: www.redbournrecreation.co.uk and join our Facebook page

Thank you, Paul

Paul Sands, Redbourn Recreation Centre
01582 626202
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk

Redbourn
Bowls
Club
Introduction to Bowls
Come and discover why so many
people (of all ages) enjoy the
game of bowls.
Sunday 6th April at 10 am at the
Redbourn Recreation Centre
Everyone welcome: all you will
need is a pair of flat-soled shoes.
For more information, contact
Martin Howe on 01582 792074
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Are you aged between 11-18?
Would you like to meet new friends, organise fun events
and make a difference to the community?
Redbourn Youth Parish Council is keen to hear from
you and is always happy to welcome new members.
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month during term
time, 6-8pm at the Parish Centre – and it’s free!
“Your village
needs you”

There are so many opportunities to develop your skills,
get accreditation, have fun and improve the community.

Run activity sessions, debate with politicians, speak at conferences, support fireworks night,
organise a community Christmas tea party

For further information please contact Debi Roberts
debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk

07990 782 399

REDBOURN YOUTH CLUBS
Registered Charity No. 302451

BIG DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

SUMMER PROM for 11 - 16's
Fri. 4th July at Redbourn Recreation Centre.
Music, Dancing, Fun. Only £5.00. Dress to impress! Don't miss it!
Booking essential. Ring 01582 626202.

COME & JOIN US!

Both clubs meet on Tuesdays during term-time, 6.30 - 8.30 pm.
The club for 7 - 11's is at the Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd.
12 - 16's meet at the Parish Centre, The Park/S. Common.
Chill out & relax with friends, enjoy music, games, wii, computers, films & tuck shop.
New members always welcome!
For further details, contact Paul or Julie on 01582 626202.
If you would like to volunteer at either of our clubs, and/or join our friendly committee
which supports the running of both clubs, please ring Pat Schofield on 01582 793096.
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS Spring 2014

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
01442 257720 or 07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths and
Open Spaces Committee
01582 792382
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
01582 793760 MaxineCrawley@aol.com

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
07740 027528
cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell, Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
01582 799083
cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
01582 626351
cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

District Councillors
Roger Gray - details as above (Nicholls Ward)

Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
Phone: 0207 2194577
Email: feedback@peterlilley.co.uk

Tony Swendell
01582 792076 tony.swendell@gmail.com

Redbourn Parish Council office
See front page
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Dates For Your Diary
APRIL
nd
2 Starting a Book Group, 7.00, Redbourn Library
rd
3 Care Bus Outing
th
6 Introduction to Bowls, Recreation Centre, 10.00
th
6 Car Boot Sale, Herts Showground, 12.00 – 4.00
th
16 U3A “When police start looking younger” Village Hall, 2.30
th
17 Care Bus Outing
th
19 Easter Arts & Craft Show, Village Hall, 10.00 – 4.00
th
20 Easter Arts & Craft Show, Village Hall, 11.00 – 5.00
th
24 Ver Valley Meeting, St Stephens Parish Centre, Bricket Wood, 7.30
th
25 Roller Disco, Recreation Centre
MAY
st
1 Care Bus Outing
th
6 Care Group, Thames River Trip & Carvery
th
14 Users & Residents meeting, Recreation Centre, 7.30
st
21 U3A “What a language!” Village Hall, 2.30
nd
22 Care Bus Outing
th
24 Herts County Show, 8.30 – 5.30
th
25 Herts County Show, 8.30 – 5.30
th
26 Afternoon Tea, Museum, 2.00 -4.00
th
29 Annual Parish Meeting, Parish Centre, 7.30
st
31 “The Dark Blue” band, Herts Show Ground
JUNE
th
5 Care Bus Outing
th
15 Ver Valley Society / FOINL, Orchid Walk, RV 10.00 Common
th
15 Isla St Clair, Folk Group, 2.00 – 6.00, Cricket Pavilion
th
15 Redbourn In Steam, Museum, 11.00 – 3.00
th
18 U3A “Body language” Village Hall, 2.30
th
19 Care Bus Outing
th
29 Bus & Coach Preservation Show, Herts Show Ground
JULY
th
4 Redbourn Youth Clubs Summer Prom, Recreation Centre
th
12 & 13 Open Garden Weekend, Redbourn-in-Bloom

Rooms for hire

Advertise your business or
event in the Redbourn News.
Published quarterly by
Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free
to the homes and businesses
in the Parish of Redbourn.
2014 advertisement rates:

1/8 page £25
1/4 page £45
Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315
Deadline for the summer
edition: Weds 28th May, for
distribution end of June.
Book 4 editions in advance
and get a 5% discount!

Contact the RPC Clerk for
more details:

01582 794832

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
The Main Hall

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room

Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit
organisations: £20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour
or £22 per hour for 8+ hours / regular bookings
Discounts if both rooms booked together
Discounts for Youth organisations
AV facilities included (please request at time of booking)

Use of well-equipped
kitchen included
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