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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
It was good to see a packed hall for our APM in May. It was a chance for
residents to hear what the council has been doing over the last year, and
extracts from committee reports are printed in this newsletter. In addition we
announced the winners of our photography competition and announced our
Community Champion 2014 (see pages 12 and 13) - congratulations to all!

Chairman’s report to the Annual Parish Meeting:
“Let me give you an overview of the Parish Council activities during the past year. We have been joined by two
new Councillor: Cllr Victoria Mead, and Cllr Teresa Finnigan. Cllr Finnigan has replaced Ron Stent who left
earlier this year after many years of dedicated service to the Council, and who could always be relied on to liven
up an otherwise dull meeting! He is much missed by all of us, and our sincere thanks to him.
We have also been joined by two new members of staff, in two new posts. Zoe Urrejola is now our Facilities
Manager, with special responsibility for the parish centre. And Chris Kenny has joined us as Deputy Clerk.
Localism has seen the responsibilities of the Parish Council grow in recent times, and we feel we have a good
team in place to deal with all the extra work that now comes our way.
Following the publication of the Redbourn Survey “2020 Vision” last year, the Parish Council has embarked on
its Neighbourhood Plan (see page 6). In addition, the Parish Council has produced a number of Aims and
Objectives based on the feedback from the Survey. Both the Survey and the Aims and Objectives can be found
on our website: www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk. Paper copies of the Survey are also available in the
foyer of the Parish Centre.
One “Aim” was to refurbish the East Common play area, and I’m sure you are aware that, thanks to the hard
work of Cllr Nadia Davies and some dedicated Redbourn residents, the new play area opened just before Easter
and has been a great success with the younger residents of Redbourn. (See page 5 for pictures of the opening.)
Over the last couple of years, Cllr Roger Gray
and I have been liaising with Luton Airport about
aircraft noise. At present, there is a flight path
over Redbourn. However, there is a plan to
move it farther south, between Hemel
Hempstead and Redbourn. As well as avoiding
areas of settlement, this new route should
enable planes to fly higher and faster, and
therefore quieter. The proposed flight path is
now out to public consultation, and if you want to
respond, you can find the details on the Luton
Airport website, but you only have until 9th July
to do so.
We have been monitoring the progress of St
Alban’s District’s emerging local development
plan, and a lot of you have contacted me about
the threat to our Green Belt - see opposite page
for more details.
Public consultation details on proposed new flight path:
www.london-luton.co.uk/en/content/8/1235/rnavconsultation.html
or Google “RNAV consultation”
RPC is in favour of the new route but this will only go
ahead if it has public support, so please do respond.
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Finally I would like to thank the Clerk, Emma
Payne and her staff for all their hard work during
the last year, and for keeping us councillors on
track!”

Cllr. David Mitchell
Chairman, Redbourn Parish Council
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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GREEN BELT LATEST Cllr David Mitchell
St Albans District Council is in the process of creating a new Local Development Plan. They commissioned a
Green Belt Review, which has now been published, along with a housing needs assessment. These can be
found on the District Council’s website, www.stalbans.gov.uk, under Planning Policy.
Whilst Redbourn Parish Council recognises the need for new housing, we are concerned that over 2300
houses could be built on our Green Belt – that’s the size Redbourn is now. There are two areas, south-west
and south-east of Redbourn village, that have been identified as being suitable for up to 500 houses each SA-SS2 and SA-SS3 on the left-hand map.
Between the M1 and Hemel Hempstead, up to 1360
houses could be built – SA-S1, and right-hand map.
The Parish
Council’s Green
Belt Defence
Working Party is
challenging some
of the thinking on
these sites with a
view to minimising
the damage to our
surrounding
countryside and
preserving the
character of the
village.
Redbourn Parish Council is working on its own ideas for
housing and development in the village and parish, and
this is where our Neighbourhood Plan comes in: see
page 6 for an update.

Redbourn Cars

Cllr. David Mitchell, Chairman RPC

Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village service for
over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE report
We are continuing to make good progress in our aim to build our “general reserves”, i.e. reserves not set aside
for a specific purpose, back up to £100,000 over the next few years, so that we will be in-line with the advice
given to all Parish Councils that their general reserves should be within a range of 6 to 12 months’ gross
expenditure.
Although our present financial position looks very encouraging we are beginning to feel the effect of the matter I
reported on last year, i.e. the Central Government’s decision to exempt households in receipt of housing benefit
from paying their part of the Parish precept. We received a very generous grant from St Albans District Council
to cover the shortfall in 2013/14, but they have revised the way they calculate Parish Council’s shortfall for
2014/15 which has resulted in the grant being substantially reduced. There are, unfortunately, no guarantees
that there will be grants in future years so we felt it prudent to make a small increase in the precept for 2014/15,
in-line with inflation, in order to ensure that we keep on track to replenish the reserves and to ensure that we
are covered for unforeseen circumstances.
We have now been in the Parish Centre for 3 years and it is being used more and more by all sorts of clubs,
organisations and individuals. Letting income for the year 2013/14 reached nearly £16,700, and while the
Centre is unlikely ever to be self-financing we believe it is a valuable asset for the people of Redbourn at, we
hope a steadily diminishing cost.
The way we deal with grant applications has changed recently. In the past we had a set time by which
applications had to be received for consideration by the Council but it was felt that some organisations could
suffer by missing the deadline. It was decided, therefore, to allow applications to be made at any time during
the year and, in fact, I am pleased to report that earlier this month we were able to help two junior football
teams that have been formed in Redbourn. This did have the effect of reducing our grant pot to nil, but we will
be happy to receive applications for grants to be made out of next year’s budget.
As you will have noticed this committee now includes “Policy” in its title as part of its remit.
So far we have considered and revised the Council’s standing orders, examined the risk
register, and formulated a policy for dealing with the media.
The Parish Clerk, Emma Payne, who is also our Responsible Financial Officer, has
continued to work hard to increase the Parish Council’s income and hold down its
expenditure and deserves the heartfelt gratitude of us all for the success she has achieved.

Cllr Michael Morton, Chairman of Finance & Policy Committee

COMPUTERS &TRAINING at the Parish Centre
The Parish Centre has three desktop computers available for public use any time the Centre is open, but
please ring the Parish Centre before making a special journey. If you are either rusty or a complete novice, I
can provide free training. On completion, you should be able to setup and access emails, do a basic online
search, and also purchase items online.
Redbourn Care Group would be happy to take disabled residents to the Parish Centre but liaise with the Care
Group to ensure that the Care Bus is available.
If you have your own laptop or tablet computer and are unsure how to use it, I offer free basic training at the
Parish Centre. If you are housebound and have a computer, home visits can be arranged.
The Parish Centre has registered as a UK Online Training Centre and, if there is sufficient demand, will be
able to apply for funding for additional equipment such as tablets and microphones to enable users to use
online services such as Skype video calls to relatives overseas for free.
The Parish Centre computers can be used by all members of the public but
unfortunately the Parish Council staff are unable to offer any training as they will be
fully engaged on Parish Council business. Currently I am the only computer trainer and
further volunteers would be welcome.

If you are interested in computer training, or being a trainer, please
contact me directly on 07528 741 947.

Ian Caldwell
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Commons Comments (updated from the APM report)
The Common
As the grass is growing well, two cuts have already been carried out so far but we will
be leaving the conservation areas as usual to encourage the harebells to grow.
A section of foliage by the River Red has been cleared to allow access to the river.
The main car park on the common is having some repairs undertaken including
improving the entrance area.
The overflow car park is now open to allow additional parking for visitors to the cricket club.
The East Common Play Area has now been officially opened by the Rt Hon Peter Lilley MP and our thanks go
to Cllr Nadia Davies for her organisation of this. The play area refurbishment was made possible after grants
from Veolia Environment, the Care Group and lots of enjoyable fund raising events in the village.
Some redundant equipment from the East Common play area will be relocated to the Long Cutt Play Area.
It’s a busy time of year for the open spaces with on-going maintenance on the Nickey Line and other areas.

Cumberland Garden
The flower borders will be redesigned imminently with an increased grassed area to make the garden more
manageable.

Fireworks

st

This year’s firework display is on Saturday 1 November 2014. Volunteers and sponsors are always
welcome. Please contact the Clerk if you are able to help with either shaking a bucket or making a donation.

Keeper of the Common
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Ron Stent for his outstanding contribution to Redbourn Parish Council.
Until his retirement from the parish council in January, Ron was an active member of the Commons
Committee including being Vice Chairman and in recognition of this, he was awarded the honorary award of
Keeper of the Common at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Cllr. Colin O’Donovan , Chairman of the Commons, and Open Spaces Committee

EAST COMMON PLAY AREA opening day
Peter Lilley MP (left) cuts the ribbon, and the fun begins!

Cllr Nadia Davies with Peter Lilley
(right)
Pictures by Tony Bull
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Neighbourhood Plan report
The Neighbourhood Plan has really started to take off this year. We have appointed a
planning consultant, Chris Bowden of Navigus Planning, who specialises in working with
parish councils and is an expert on neighbourhood planning. Chris has looked at the
evidence we have already collected, based on the work of the neighbourhood plan
working groups, and has identified gaps, which the Neighbourhood Plan project team is
addressing. Chris did tell us that we were unlike many other parishes he has worked
with because none of the information we gave him was irrelevant in planning terms!
One thing he told us was missing was a Vision Statement, and we are now asking people for their own vision
for Redbourn in 2025. This would be changes which we expect to happen over the next 20 years. The
Neighbourhood Plan team have put together a draft of a Vision Statement. If you think of a statement you
think should be included, we would also like to know. We hope to put together a final Vision Statement for
Redbourn in July.
The planning consultant has also visited Redbourn and we have taken him to some of the sites suggested for
housing development by St Albans District Council in their Strategic Housing Land Area Assessment. He has
pointed out the flaws in some of them, and we are meeting the new Head of Planning at St Albans District
Council, with him in attendance, to see if we can get some of them removed in advance of the District’s
Strategic Local Plan and our own Neighbourhood Plan.
Neighbourhood Plans cannot be used to prevent any development at all, but they can state what type of
development, and even put forward alternative sites if a particular strategic site is not appropriate. We hope,
with the support of our consultant, to be able to do this. Even though our Neighbourhood Plan cannot be
adopted and become part of the planning rules until St Albans District Council adopts its Strategic Local Plan,
we now know that the further we get with our plan, the more likely it is to be taken into account during
planning appeals. A recent ruling in respect of the Tattenhall parish council’s Neighbourhood Plan showed
that even when a plan has not yet been adopted, developers cannot oppose the neighbourhood plan if
residents have been consulted. A judge ruled that the failure of the local planning authority to adopt a plan
did not mean that the Neighbourhood Plan did not count. He also ruled against the developers who argued
that the parish councillors and residents were not planning professionals and therefore their plan could not
stand up in court. This is excellent news for us, and it means that we are quite right to pursue our own
Neighbourhood Plan even while St Albans District Council struggles to produce an update of its ancient plan
from 1994.

Cllr. Vivienne Windle, Project Manager

FRIENDS OF THE NICKEY LINE
Redbourn is situated halfway along the Nickey Line, the route of the old railway between Harpenden
and Hemel Hempstead, but now a walk and cycle way. The pathway is a fantastic green route, giving
ready access to the countryside whichever way residents should decide to walk.
The Friends of the Nickey Line organise events along the route, often combining with other local
groups, such as the Ver Valley Society, and also run volunteer work parties, mainly during the winter
months. One such working party opened up excellent views to the north just beyond the M1 tunnel. We
have a core group of volunteers, but are always seeking new recruits. So if you are recently retired, or
would like to put something back into the community, why not volunteer?
Please contact Roger Thornhill on 01582 763560 if interested
You do not have to have joined the Friends to volunteer, although we encourage it. We have over 250
households who have become members, and the cost is minimal, just £5 once off per household. The
more members we have the greater clout we have in seeking external funding to improve the pathway.
The Friends have an excellent website, so take a look at what we offer: www.nickeyline.org
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Grants Working Party report
When this working party was set up, it was in order to help local voluntary organisations to apply for grants.
We had been advised by the Big Lottery and the National Association of Local Councils that support from the
parish council would often be helpful in grant applications from village organisations. We also wanted to allow
organisations to find out who had also applied for a grant from the village, and to share information on how to
apply successfully for grant funding.
A lot of local organisations sent representatives to the meetings, which took place about every three months.
We had a speaker from the Big Lottery Fund, and Kate Newton, the grants adviser from the CVS also came
and spoke. Maxine Crawley, our County Councillor, came to speak about how to apply for her locality budget
grants from the County Council, and Bob Boutland who runs the village website explained how to use the
village diary on the website to avoid clashes of fundraising events.
It became quite clear from the earliest meetings that apart from grant applications, village organisations
wanted an opportunity to liaise with each other and co-ordinate so that they were not running rival fundraising
events on the same day, or the same weekend.
The name, Grants Working Party, proved to be problematic as some of the local organisations thought that
we were the body which made the decisions about who should get parish council grants each year. The
Finance Committee, which is a full committee of the parish council, makes the decisions on grants awards.
As more organisations had received help from Kate Newton and successfully applied for grants, fewer people
attended the working parties. We therefore decided to put the meetings on hold, and decide what form the
working party should take, and whether it should have a new name to avoid confusion about grants from the
parish council.
During the parish plan survey in 2012 residents told us that they would like to know how to get more involved
in volunteering in Redbourn. This was one of the aims and objectives adopted by the parish council as part of
its parish plan. We have now decided to re-launch the Working Party after the summer recess as the
‘Volunteering and fundraising Working Party’. The new aims and objectives of this working party will be
decided at its first meeting in the autumn. The Clerk will seek permission from all voluntary groups in the
village to keep details of their main contact, and to put these on the parish council website, so that residents
can find out easily how to volunteer. We will continue to promote the village website diary, as there are still a
number of organisations which do not put their events into the diary, and there have been some clashes of
dates.

I hope that anyone involved in local voluntary organisations, clubs and
societies will come along to the newly constituted Volunteering and
Fundraising Working Party meeting later in the year. The date will be
sent out to our contacts and put on the website.
Cllr. Vivienne Windle
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MEET YOUR COUNCILLOR:

Teresa Finnigan
I have lived in Redbourn all my life, many years now! I have seen many
changes over that time, its growth and development, alongside a great sense
of community spirit in the village. I wanted to get involved in the Parish
Council to contribute and give something back to Redbourn, where I have
spent many happy years. I am currently working as a Personal Assistant (PA)
for a local company and have been a PA for most of my working life.
In March this year, I was fortunate enough to get elected to the Parish Council by the Redbourn residents
living in the Beaumont Ward. I am most grateful to them for putting their trust in me. I will work hard,
alongside my fellow Councillors, to look after the welfare and interests of the Redbourn residents. I have
joined the Planning and Common and Open Spaces Committees. I am also involved with the development
of the future Neighbourhood Plan and protecting our Green Belt as I am very passionate about ensuring the
village retains its unique character and the surrounding countryside we live in.
It’s been a busy couple of months for me, getting to know the ins and outs of working as a Parish Councillor.
I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has welcomed me onto the Parish Council, fellow
Councillors and residents. I am enjoying the meetings and feel part of a team that is looking out for the best
interests of the village.
The village of Redbourn is a great place to live and I will do my best as a Parish Councillor to make sure
Redbourn continues to stay that way!
My contact details are:

cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
NHBC Registered Builders
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Redbourn Village Hall goes digital!
Redbourn Village Hall is now a free Wi-Fi Zone for Hall users, who can log onto the internet via their own smart
phones, tablets and laptops in all the rooms. Thank you to Cllr. Maxine Crawley and her localities budget. This
invaluable extra Wi-Fi service will be a great benefit to all the Hall users and especially useful in the upstairs
Jubilee Room, which is particularly suited as a conference and meeting room. The Jubilee Room is a medium
sized room that can easily seat around 10 to 12 people and with its big windows it has a sunny and airy feel
(Jubilee Room hire charge per hour is £7.35 Redbourn Residents/£10.20 non-residents)
Redbourn Girlguiding has recently had a sink, drainer and cupboard unit installed in
the small room between the Jubilee Room and the Guide Room. Thank you Redbourn
900 for the donation and to Hauskraft Ltd of Redbourn for the great fitting service. The
addition of the sink unit has greatly increased the range of activities the Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides can now enjoy, from messy craft through to just having a drink
after an energetic meeting! www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/RedbournGuiding
This extra sink room is also included with the hire of the Jubilee Room as an area to
prepare drinks. The Redbourn Art group have been very pleased with the addition of
the upstairs sink area too.
The sound system in the main hall has been updated and now includes
the facility to connect digital devices as well as using the hand held and
clip on microphones, along with an induction loop for hearing aids.
For information about hiring the Main Hall, Centenary or Jubilee Rooms
in Redbourn Village Hall and to find out what’s on!
Redbourn-Village-Hall
www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/RedbournVillageHall
Telephone: 01582 792822 Email: redbournvillagehall@tiscali.co.uk

We are open every day including
Weekends - 9am - 5.30pm
DOGS are welcome.
See you soon, Lindy & Simon
Also open at the “Bike Loft”
80 High St, Redbourn, AL3 7LN
9.00am - 6.00pm, Open Mon to Sat
Call Andy on 01582 742900
Fête du vélo here on Sunday 17th August
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News from DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Tony Swendell
SEWAGE
I believe that most people would agree that the Victorians generally made a good job of
sewage disposal and no one could have foreseen our recent problems. It is currently, and
has been for several years, fundamental to new development that the arrangement for
sewage should be a planning issue, and we should not become aware of problems,
following completion, that the size of the sewer pipes are too small to deal with the waste
they are supposed to.
Redbourn has had its problems over the years, and it is always assumed that the sewer pipes must be blocked.
Sometimes this is the case, due to unsuitable items being disposed down the toilet, including grease, nappies,
food waste etc. However, recent investigations have revealed that rain water is getting into the pipes, pushing
the solids through inspection manholes and the more rain and ground water we experience overwhelms the
system and makes the problem worse. Accurate maps of the routes of the sewers are helpful but not always
available. Local knowledge is particularly valuable when the water board’s contractors, Lanes, are called out.
Local residents can help by letting Lanes’ employees know the history of previous problems.
Recently our problems were centred in a field between Ver Meadow, Crown Street and Waterend Lane which is
the lowest part of Redbourn and is a flood plain. No blockages were found but the water getting into the system
was another matter, and these water levels can take weeks to subside. I think it fair to say we have had a good
service from Lanes but they need to keep researching into what improvements can be made to stop this problem
reoccurring year after year.

CONTAMINATED LAND
In the UK there is a substantial legacy of chemicals contamination in soil, much of it caused by industrial and
domestic pollution. Land contamination can pose a threat to the environment and the health of humans, animals
and plants. Section 57 of the Environmental Protection Act of 1995 created Part 2A of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 (“Part 2A”) establishes a legal framework for dealing with contaminated land in England, and
requires that Local Authorities cause their areas to be inspected with a view to identifying such land. Local
Authorities have the sole responsibility for determining whether land appears to be contaminated.
At the planning stage, the Environmental Compliance Officer will liaise with developers regarding history of the
land. The cost of inspection can be high and involve lengthy enquiries. The Council’s aim is to isolate
unacceptable risks and provide a risk assessment and handle the risk. Each Authority will identify sites where
contamination is possible. The problem is that it will take time, and money, to undertake the necessary
inspection. Any development will be put on standby which will almost certainly be inconvenient to all concerned.
Mortgage lenders and Insurance companies have become wise to this act, which means the lenders will be
cautious of giving a mortgage that has not been cleared by the Local Authority as contamination free or risk free.
Budget to undertake work like this will always be a problem, but recently Lord de Mauley, Minster of Natural
Environment and Science has written to Local Authorities informing them that the Government will no longer be
supporting the cost of investigating and remediating contaminated land. It is feared the move will deter Local
Authorities from investigating potentially toxic land because they do not have the money to clean it up, contrary
to their statutory duty under the Environmental Protection Act.
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Established in 1980 to help combat loneliness
More Volunteers Needed

Regd. Charity No. 297955

For the first time in 15 years we were unable to provide a driver for one of our
regular minibus runs to the village centre last month. But it demonstrates to us that,
despite being able to rely on a bank of twenty plus drivers, occasionally this number
is not enough.

If you can drive a minibus and would like to become one of our accredited volunteers, please call our office and
leave a message, with your contact details, for Jane. We would love to hear from you. Fortunately we did not
disappoint our clients as we also run a very efficient Community Car Scheme and rallied enough drivers to
collect and return them to their homes. More volunteer car drivers always welcome too, of course

Care Bus Outings – In need of a change of scenery?
What a beautiful spring season it has been - and our clients have enjoyed some fine weather for our outings
over the past three months. If you have yet to experience one of these fun events, you should get in touch with
our organiser whose contact details are shown below. They are just the thing for people who are maybe elderly,
perhaps living alone, with limited opportunity to get out and about to explore the countryside and enjoy the
company of like-minded people. If this appeals to you then book a ride on our Care Bus - fares are generally
just £2. Your trip will usually include a visit to a garden centre for shopping and refreshments and a visit to the
village fish and chip shop afterwards for a take away if you wish!
Our next outings are on:rd
th
3 & 24 July
th
Plus on 15 July - a Seaside Trip to Hastings
th
st
7 & 21 August
th
Plus on 19 August – A Summer Lunch
th
th
11 & 18 September
'To whet your appetite, we recently had a wonderful Thames river trip followed by a Carvery meal in Windsor'
Contact our organiser Annie Lowe direct on 01582 794615
or phone the office on weekday mornings on 01582 794550
For all our sakes, let’s hope that this summer will be as long and pleasant as it was last year
- the sort of summer we all seem to remember was the norm when we were kids!
The Care Group Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon Mon –Fri to
visitors or phone 01582 794550. You can also visit the Redbourn website at
www.redbourn.org.uk and click on ‘Care Group’. Non urgent enquiries can be sent
by email to redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
Barry Welch, Chairman

THURSDAY 3RD JULY 8:00PM

REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

MAKING MUSIC: CHANGING LIVES
Founders: Fiona and Graham Carr
Come and hear this remarkable story of how music has transformed lives in Uganda

Talk FREE; Cash-bar, Pre-book meal (£6)
TICKETS @ Redbourn Post Office, The HUB Café, Bean There Coffee Shop
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS - MAKE UP A TABLE OF 8
Page | 11
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RPC PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
The results of the Redbourn Parish Council photography competition were announced at the Annual Parish
Meeting. The theme was “The Parish of Redbourn”, and the winning photographs will be displayed on the walls of
the Parish Centre. The judges were Cllr David Mitchell, Cllr Ian Caldwell, and local photographer, Matt Wilson.
There were over 70 entries in the 6 categories, and the standard was very high. After much deliberation the
judges chose the following photograph as both the winner of the Nature Category and the overall first prize:

Silver Birches on the
Common
by
Brian Brasier

On the front page of this
newsletter is the winner of
ABSTRACT Category
Fairground Ride on the
Common
by Charlotte Cottle
The following are the
runner-ups and winners of
the other categories:

PEOPLE category
Winner:
Lady in
Redbourn-in-Bloom Hat
Vic Allen
Runner-up:
Joan Parry's 100th
Birthday
John Fisher

PLACES category
Winner:
The Holly Bush in
winter
Christine Allen
Runner-up:
Sun and Mist on the
Common
Kate Jackson
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COMMUNITY category
Winner:
The Redbourn Festival Chorus
rehearsing at St Mary's Church
Kate Ford
Runner-up:
Alli with Cubs
Vic Allen

OTHER category
Winner:
The Snowman in Cumberland
Gardens
Christine Allen
Runner-up:
Tulips Outside Church Door
Charlotte Cottle
NATURE category
Runner-up:
Spider’s Web in a Tree
Janet Lang
ABSTRACT category
Runner-up:
The Red House
Brian Brasier

COMMUNITY CHAMPION 2014
The inaugural winner of the Redbourn Parish Council Community Champion is

JUNE FARMER.

She was nominated by Martin Howe, David Howell and Ann Mundye who said she gives “countless hours of
commitment to supporting a wide range of local activities without any thought for thanks or recognition”. Those
activities include her work for the Village Hall, the Redbourn Players, the Charities Fair, the Good Companions,
Redbourn Junior School, and, previously, Meals-on-Wheels.
Judges Cllr. David Mitchell, Cllr Maria Maynard and Barry
Welch (Chairman of the Redbourn Care Group) said of the
nominees “they are great contenders, all in different ways
and we are very blessed in this village to have such people”.
The runners-up were Simon Barnes, who has promoted
Redbourn as a centre for cycling; David Burton, who project
managed the new East Common Play area; and Sheila
Seabrook, the warden of Woollams’ almshouses.
However, the judges decided that, with nearly 40 years of
giving to others, it was time to recognise her substantial work
for the Redbourn community - many congratulations to June
Farmer, Redbourn Community Champion 2014.
Cllr. David Mitchell, Chairman of Redbourn Parish Council,
presents June Farmer with her Community Champion shield
at the Annual Parish Meeting.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
It has been all change on the NHW front since last year. Firstly I must thank Barry Welch for
being our NHW Ward Coordinator for the last few years and what a sterling job he did. I picked
up the baton in March and am slowly getting to grips with the matters in hand.
The other major change is that our PCSO Alli Dewar has left our police force and moved to
another county, near the coast and is getting married and we wish her all the best. We
have now been joined by PCSO Alessandro Peduto, (known as Alex) who is also getting to
know the village and we also give him a warm welcome as he settles into the village life.
You may recall that we formed a NHW Group a few years ago working closely with the
“villages” of Harpenden and Wheathampstead with the aim to give us a stronger voice
when working with the larger wards in Hertfordshire. This has proved to be very
successful and recently we were approached by Sandridge asking to join us. This was
duly discussed and voted upon gaining agreement. The logo now recognises the four
villages of Harpenden, Redbourn, Sandridge and Wheathampstead.
We continue to have every street in the village active on the OWL system http://www.owl.co.uk (Online Watch
Link) and the number of houses registered continues to grow. If you are not registered and would like to be so
then please access the OWL link registering your post code and the system will notify me or you can contact me
directly by e-mail at malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com
Something that may be of interest to you is SMART WATER. We ran a campaign a few
years ago and introduced the “tool” to the residence of Redbourn. It is a liquid with a unique
DNA code allowing items to be tracked back to you as it links a crime to an address.
Stickers are provided to warn thieves that the home is protected. The company now offers
the kits directly to the public at £25.00, with no ongoing fees to NHW members. To purchase
visit www.smartwater.tv/affinity or call 0800 521669 quoting the discount code NHW25H.
Let’s hope we get a warm summer and remember keep your valuables protected.

Malcolm Wickens NHW Ward Coordinator Redbourn

Page | 14

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 35 Summer 2014

Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet /
networks fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be
upgraded at a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

VISIT YOUR LIBRARY WITHOUT LEAVING HOME!
Hertfordshire Libraries offer an ever-increasing range of services. This article focuses on reading and
entertainment online.
From home you can use your library card to access electronic editions of over a hundred different
magazines (National Geographic, Elle, NME, What’s On TV) and to download audiobooks and e-books
(for children and adults) all for free. Recent additions include Val McDermid’s Northanger Abbey, Fern
Britton’s A Seaside Affair and iPhone for Dummies. The e-books are compatible with most e-readers and
tablets though sadly not Kindle, due to Amazon’s licensing restrictions. Titles may have to be reserved but
there is no charge for this. There are no overdue fees as when the loan period ends the books just disappear
from your device. While you read you can listen to music from the Naxos Music Library, a site for streaming
music (classical, jazz, world music and classic rock).
Finally, to keep up with library news and events, sign up for our e-newsletter, sent monthly to your email.
All the above can be accessed at www.hertsdirect.org/libraries. Go to online services on the left or the
purple box titled Do it Online. You will need your library card number and your pin number. Here you can
also search the catalogue, reserve items or renew what you have on loan.

For any help or further information, come and visit your friendly local library in Lamb Lane!
Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 2-6pm, Saturday 9-1pm

Tel: 0300 123 4049
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th

ANGLIA IN BLOOM JUDGING THURS 10 JULY
The regional judges will be visiting Redbourn during
the morning of 10th July. They will be looking for a
clean and tidy environment, evidence of all-yearround effort, community and business support, and
lots of enthusiasm from our volunteers and residents!
Please help us to win GOLD once again by keeping
your gardens and frontages tidy and colourful.
Our suggested colour scheme for the High St. area is
flame red, orange, yellow, blue and white.
th

th

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 12 & 13 JULY
Many varied gardens around the village will be open
to the public during this weekend, 11 am - 5 pm,
some serving refreshments, and some having a stall
in aid of their favourite charity.
Admission to all gardens is by catalogue for just £5
per adult,( £4.50 before 12th July, accompanied
children free). These are available from Redbourn
Post Office or Hertfordshire Garden Centre, and (on
the day) from Redbourn Museum. Further details
from Jan Lang on 01582 792907.
th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MON 8 SEPT.
Our A.G.M. will be held at St. Mary's Transept Hall at
8 pm. You are very welcome to come along and hear
about Redbourn in Bloom's many activities
throughout the year, and to stay for coffee, biscuits
and chat afterwards.
HORTICULTURAL SHOW SATURDAY 13th SEPT.
Our annual show will be held at the Village Hall,
starting at 2.15 pm. Are you a budding (or more
experienced) grower of vegetables, fruit, flowers? Do
you have talents in home-baking, making preserves
or craft items? If so, we would love you to enter!
New participants and novices welcome! There are
also categories for children, and it would be great to
have more young people taking part. Schedules
giving details of all the categories are available FREE
from the Post Office or Herts. Garden Centre. For
more details ring Victoria Mead on 792280 or Richard
Morgan on 792166.
COME AND JOIN US!
Membership of Redbourn in Bloom costs just £5 per
household per year. We hold events, talks and trips
throughout the year, as well as organising our local
competitions and Redbourn's entry into Anglia in
Bloom. Volunteers are also welcome to assist with
our planting and tidying sessions to help keep the
village looking attractive. Please contact:
John de Bank (Membership Secretary) on
01582 793877 or
Mike Thain (Chairman/ Volunteer Co-ordinator) on
01582 793376.

Pat Schofield

Page | 16

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 35 Summer 2014

Walking in Redbourn by Hilary Wilson
Why not stretch your legs and rediscover the joy and health benefits of walking? This gentle form of exercise
on a regular basis can have huge health and social rewards. Redbourn is such a lovely place to live with its
own rivers and village green. Two years ago I formed a walking group with 4 other ladies and we have become
very good friends.
It is so easy to jump into the car for short distances in Redbourn but time saved in travelling is lost in searching
for a parking space. So why not take a leisurely stroll down to the shops to remove the stress. We all lead
busy lives but last weekend I saw the happiness of families walking to the new park on the Common, but come
Monday morning everything changes. Wouldn’t it be great if Redbourn could have one day a week where
parents and children walk or cycle to school.
Redbourn also attracts both local and visiting cyclists; the popularity of cycling can be judge by the two cycle
shops on the Redbourn High Street. Please always remember as motorists we share the roads with
pedestrians and cyclists.
Let’s get into shape with walking! It’s free and is good for your heart! Also helps keeps your weight in check;
boost your energy and makes you happy. Daylight walking increases Vitamin D intake however always
remember to wear sun protector and hat, not forgetting sufficient water.
One of the group’s favourite walks starts at the stone bench on the Common. We begin the walk to Church
End - it feels like we have just gone back in time to the Georgian era. We stroll through the arch of trees
th
leading to St Mary’s Church dating back to the 12 century. We either walk to the iron age hill fort at ‘The
Aubreys’ or from the church we cross the road to join the Nickey Line (this railway line opened in 1877 and the
railway engines used were known as “The Puffing Annies”). We step over the bridge and turn off the Nickey
Line to head towards our tranquil moment at Waterend Lane where we meet the River Ver before heading
home.
So leave the car at home and get walking! To join our group please email hilaryjwilson@hotmail.co.uk or
why not talk to your friends, neighbours and start your own walking group(s).
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CRICKETERS GOLF SOCIETY – Open Day
Thursday 14th August 2014
Ladies and Gentlemen Welcome
We are a friendly golf society based in the heart of the village for some 29 years. This year we are holding an
th
Open Day event at Aldwickbury Park Golf Club, Harpenden on Thursday 14 August to attract potential
new members, both ladies and gentlemen.
For just £20 you can enjoy 18 holes of golf followed by refreshments at The Cricketers.
Many of our members live in and around the village and enjoy the occasional drink at our headquarters, The
Cricketers Pub on The Common!
Our aim is for members of all abilities to enjoy golf throughout the year in friendly competition. We meet
midweek once a month from March to October, playing many of the good golf clubs in Hertfordshire and
adjoining counties. As with all golf societies, we are able to negotiate good deals to keep costs down to enjoy a
round of golf with lunch or dinner.
Currently we have around 30+ members but there is no restriction on numbers.
Why not book your place to come along and see for yourself if membership is for you?
If you like what you see, you will be welcome to apply for membership. Please contact our Secretary, Neil
Darby on 01727 765758 or Chairman, Greg Clarke on 01582 792936. Alternatively, contact The Cricketers for
details on 01582 620612 or, better still, pay them a visit and pick up an application form. I am sure that you
will be made to feel very welcome!
Or you can download an application form from our page on the Redbourn Village website via
www.redbourn.org.uk/Redbourn/CricketersGolfSociety.
I regret that this event is unsuitable for beginners or anyone in the early stages of developing their golfing skills.

Barry Welch, Captain
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REDBOURN HEALTH CENTRE
The past few months have seen some changes at the Surgery. Wendy Hammersley, who has been working
at the Practice for several years, has taken over from Janet Angus as Practice Manager. We are very grateful
to Janet for the lead she has taken over the past 4 years and we hope she will continue to help us with
specialist project work in the future.
We are pleased to welcome 4 new members of staff, our new Secretary, Sasha Morgan, Bronwyn and Rachel
our 2 new Receptionists and Jackie our new Scanning Administrator. Julie Ryan has also taken on a new role
within the Practice as Prescription Administrator, she is now the contact for patients who require assistance
with their prescriptions and works closely with the local Pharmacists.
New Services for Patients
The new financial year has brought with it the opportunity to develop new services for our patients. The first of
these is the new Phlebotomy Clinics that we are now able to offer, saving patients the need to travel to the
hospital clinics at St Albans or Hemel Hempstead. If your Doctor has asked you to have a blood test or you
have a medical condition that requires you to have routine tests, please book your appointment with
Reception. These ‘Blood Clinics’ will be for blood tests only, unfortunately the Nurse will not be able to discuss
other health issues during these clinics. Please also remember to bring your ‘blood form’ with you to your
booked appointment – ‘NO FORM – NO BLOOD’!
In early July we will be introducing the new ‘Electronic Prescription Service’. This will allow patients to have
their prescriptions sent directly to their nominated Chemist without the need for printing a prescription form.
This will reduce the many problems that are associated with ‘lost’ prescriptions and save time for patients who
will not need to call in at Reception to collect their prescription. Patients will need to speak to their Pharmacy
to make this nomination. Some specific medication will be exempt from this service, for more details of how
the system will work please speak to any member of the staff team.
Remember you can book/cancel GP appointments and order your routine prescriptions via our automated
service ‘SystemOnline’ – you will need to register, with proof of photo ID at Reception to benefit from this
service.
Following the success of our ‘Flu Day’ last October, the
‘Seasonal Flu’ injections will soon be upon us – so
remember to look out for details of our Flu Clinics to be held
in September/October 2014.
Please visit our practice website
www.thehealthcentreredbourn.co.uk for full details of the
services available to patients at Redbourn Health Centre or
speak to Wendy or any of the staff team who will be happy
to help you at any time.
We wish all our patients a happy and healthy summer.
Drs Nim Baguant, Rosemary Ramsay and Alison Cowan

Activity event for people with Parkinson’s and their carers in Redbourn
Parkinson’s affects 127,000 people in the UK – roughly one person in every 500. You may know someone in
Redbourn with Parkinson’s. Common symptoms are tremor, stiffness and problems with balance.
People with the condition benefit from regular exercise and on Saturday August 2nd we will be holding a
special event at the Redbourn Recreation Centre where people with Parkinson’s and their carers will be able
to experience a range of activities including indoor and outdoor bowls, tai chi, gym, kurling, table tennis,
badminton and yoga.

For further details contact Richard Windle at r.windle@ntlworld.com or on 01582 626351.
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Redbourn Youth Parish Council
Because nobody knows about the issues affecting young people better than young people themselves, youth
councils can act as a forum through which the views of young people in the local community can be integrated.
This is because Youth Councils give members: the opportunity to discuss relevant issues with their peers
 engage with decision-makers
 contribute to improving the lives of other young people within their communities.
RYPC is an official group made up of young people (aged between 13-19) that exists to represent the views of
young people in Redbourn and represent young people at a local level. Being part of a Youth Council is great
fun and can really make a difference.
Hi, I'm Ellie. I feel so privileged to have been a Youth Councillor. I have made lots of new friends, had lots of fun and
learnt so much from all sorts of people - particularly our fabulous support worker from Youth Connections. When I
joined the youth council I had no understanding of politics or how I could make a difference in the community, but
since joining, I have learnt that people are so willing to explain how everything works and are keen to hear my
opinion on issues that affect the local community. I see that most of us are brought up in a very structured way,
being taught to follow school rules and the expectations of society. Although this is important a consequence is
most young people just don't realise that they can have a say and respectfully challenge the status quo to improve
not just their lives but the lives of everyone around them.
Ellie and quite a few Youth Councillors are heading off for university now. We need new members to ensure
the important work they do in the community continues.
If you think you would like to join a youth council or find out more about their work please contact Debi Roberts
at debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Summer Sounds 2014
Too young for Glastonbury? Couldn’t get tickets for Reading? Can’t afford Party in the Park?
No worries - Summer Sounds is back!
The free festival that showcases the best of Hertfordshire’s young musicians returns to
Clarence Park in St Albans on Saturday 26 July between 1- 6pm (gate opens at midday).
This year Summer Sounds boasts two stages, one for bands one for acoustic solo acts, giving performers a
platform to play to an estimated 1000+ people! This year's event is being organised and run by a committee of
local young people, St Albans District Council and the Arts Team and Youth Connexions all of whom will
ensure the event runs smoothly and everyone has a great time. The festival is open to everyone aged
between 13 and 19 (everyone else needs to be accompanied by a teen) and is an alcohol and drug free zone.
Auditions took place at the end of May. As a Youth Festival, all musicians had to be under 25 and live in
Hertfordshire. Young talented musicians, choirs, bands, solo artists, duos and DJ's applied. The standard was
particularly high but after careful consideration, the judging panel selected their acts and are pleased to
announce the line up as follows:

Aja * Livzi Em* Ije Amaechi *Oliver Bannister * Blue Tongued Skinks * Eutony
Franklin * Trash Boat * Bright Conclusions * India* The Neverists
As well as these great acts, you will find a great selection of food stalls (the music is free but you will need to
pay for food and drink), information stalls and activities to take part in.
If you are aged 13-19 and looking for accredited volunteering opportunities we are still looking for volunteers
leading up to this event and on the day - please contact: Debi Roberts at
debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk or Jo Askam at stasummersounds@gmail.com
You can keep up to date with information about this festival by visiting our Facebook page:
SummerSoundsStA14 or following us @ SummerSoundsStA

Page | 20

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 35 Summer 2014

REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE
REDBOURN

Redbourn Recreation Centre (RRC) is doing well, however we are starting to look at improvements for the
centre, that the community could benefit from. Our plans for the sport hall lights and shower upgrades are going
ahead. We have other big ideas but would love to hear from the community about what they would like. Options
so far include; outdoor, floodlit 5-a-side artificial football pitch, Multi-Use Games Area, Slash Park and a new,
bigger fitness suite. If you have any ideas, advice or could help us with securing funding, please get in touch.
Netball has been a spectacular success with over 40 ladies attending, more welcome
A FREE Funday is planned for Sunday 20 July 2-6pm. Climbing wall, Tug-of-War and live music
Next Roller Disco: Friday 26 September – please book!
New classes include: Insanity, Adult Dance and Mature Movers – please see the website for details
Existing classes include: Pilates, Yoga (Ashtanga and Relaxation), Trampolining, Children’s Dance
The Youth Club and the Youth Café are doing well, providing activities or a place to hang out for young
people - new members are always welcome
Please consider us as a party venue for you, your children or grandchildren
Please take a look at our new website for more information
www.redbournrecreation.co.uk 01582 626202
paul@redbournrecreation.co.uk
Volunteers are always welcome!

Paul Sands

Page | 21

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 35 Summer 2014

Page | 22

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 35 Summer 2014

REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS Summer 2014

Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC,
Chair of Management & Communications Committee
01442 257720 or 07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths
and Open Spaces Committee
01582 792382
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
County & District Councillor
Maxine Crawley
01582 793760
MaxineCrawley@aol.com
District Councillors
Victoria Mead - details as above
Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

Michael Morton, Chair of Finance Committee
07740 027528
cllr.michael.morton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ian Caldwell, Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Nadia Davies
01582 799083
cllr.nadia.davies@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
01582 626351
cllr.vivienne.windle@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Member of Parliament
Peter Lilley
0207 219577
feedback@peterlilley.co.uk
Redbourn Parish Council office
Clerk: Emma Payne
01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

REDBOURN YOUTH CLUBS
Registered Charity No. 302451

Tuesdays, 6.30 - 8.30 pm during term-time. New members always welcome!
Chill out and relax with friends, listen to music, join in activities & games, enjoy the tuck - shop.

The Club for Junior School ages meets at the Recreation Centre, Dunstable Rd.
The Club for Secondary ages meets at the Parish Centre, South Common.
Film Nights, Wii and table tennis here. (This club will re-start in September, subject to demand).
We are currently considering whether to merge the Secondary ages Club with the Youth Cafe which
meets at the Recreation Centre on Friday evenings. Please let us know what you think!
More details from Julie Johnson on 01582 626202 or Pat Schofield on 01582 793096
Youth Workers and Volunteers: The Youth Clubs are run by a committee of volunteers, with a small
number of paid staff. If you would like to help, please contact Pat Schofield on 01582 793096.
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Dates For Your Diary

REDBOURN

July
Thurs 3rd - Care Group Outing, see p11
Thurs 3rd 8.00 - Village Hall, “Making Music: Changing Lives” talk, see p11
Thurs 10th - Anglia-in-Bloom judging, a.m., see p16
Sat 12th & Sun 13th - Open Gardens Weekend, see p16
Tues 15th - Care Group Outing to Hastings, see p11
Sun 20th - Recreation Centre “Fun Day”, see p21
Thurs 24th - Care Group Outing, see p11
Sat 26th July 1 – 6pm - St Clarence park, St Albans “Summer Sounds”, p20

August

news
Advertise your business or
event in the Redbourn News.
Published quarterly by
Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free
to the homes and businesses
in the Parish of Redbourn.
2014 advertisement rates:

Sat 2nd - Recreation Centre, Parkinson’s activity event, see p19
Thurs 7th - Care Group Outing, see p11
Thurs 14th - Cricketers Golf Society Open Day, see p18
Sunday 17th - Hub / Redbourn Fete du Velo, see p9
Tues 19th - Care Group Summer Lunch, see p11
Thurs 21st - Care Group Outing, see p11

Sept
Mon 8th 8.00 - St Mary’s transept , AGM Redbourn-in-Bloom, see p16
Thurs 11th - Care Group Outing, see p11
Sat 13th 2.25 - Village Hall, Horticultural Show, see p16
Thurs 18th - Care Group Outing, see p11
19th – 21st - The Cricketers Beer Festival, see p16

1/8 page £25
1/4 page £45
Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315

Deadline for the autumn
edition: Tues 2nd Sept, for
distribution end of Sept.
Book 4 editions in advance
and get a 5% discount!

Contact the RPC Clerk for
more details:

01582 794832

Send in “Dates For Your Diary” for Oct, Nov & Dec to
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rooms for hire

REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
The Main Hall

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room

Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT)

Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit
organisations: £20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour
or £22 per hour for 8+ hours / regular bookings
Discounts if both rooms booked together
Discounts for Youth organisations
AV facilities included (please request at time of booking)

Use of well-equipped
kitchen included
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For further details contact the Clerk on 01582 794421 or
email: clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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