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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
New Parish Councillors
I am pleased to say that three new Parish Councillors have joined the Council
since the last newsletter. They are Dennis Bigham, Ivan Hickmott and Steven
Kidd. A very warm welcome to them all, and I’m sure they will make a valuable
contribution to the work of the Council. We are now back to our full complement of
12 councillors. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any issues.

Green Belt Development
At the time of writing these notes, St Albans District Council is still pressing ahead with its draft
Strategic Local Plan (SLP) for development including 2500 new houses on Green Belt in Redbourn
Ward, though the Plan refers to the site as “East Hemel”. 1500 houses would be built on Green Belt in
Redbourn Parish itself, roughly between Cherry Tree Lane and Tullochside Farm. Given that Dacorum
Borough Council also has plans for development at East Hemel, the total number of new houses in the
area could be 4000, or 10,000 new residents. That’s twice the size of Redbourn Village. How this
extensive development will impact on local roads, schools, water and the rest of the infrastructure is yet
to be explained!
The SLP is being put before District Councillors, for their approval or otherwise, at an Extraordinary Full
Council meeting on 2nd December, and many thanks to those of you who signed the petition calling for
me to be allowed to speak at the meeting as Chairman of Redbourn Parish Council. The Parish
Council’s position is to object to the development and protect our Green Belt. Over the last few years I
have been following the progress of the draft Plan, attending meetings of the Policy Planning
Committee, and asking many questions on behalf of Redbourn as the Plan has been shaped, but I
must admit it has made little difference to the outcome so far. Whether I will be able to influence the St
Albans District Councillors on 2nd December, we will find out!
If the District Council approves the SLP at their December meeting then it will go through to the presubmission stage in January, with the aim of being submitted to the Government Inspector, acting on
behalf of Secretary of State, in June. Redbourn Parish Council will continue to object, and we intend to
present a legal case to argue our points to the Inspector. If you have any expertise or knowledge in
planning law and procedure, I would love to hear from you!

Neighbourhood Plan
In November there was a big turnout for our Neighbourhood Plan sites consultation. A Neighbourhood
Plan is a matter for residents to decide, and only development that residents want will be taken
forward. Unlike the SLP, there will be a referendum where you can vote for or against the
Neighbourhood Plan. We are grateful to Vivienne Windle who is pulling our Neighbourhood Plan
together. Her report can be found on page 6

Precept & Grants
As well as being Chairman of Redbourn Parish Council, I also Chair the Finance and Policy
Committee. Our Clerk, Nish Khanna is the Responsible Finance Officer, and the moment the
committee is finalising next year’s budget. We anticipate that the Redbourn part of the Council Tax will
only be a very small RPI increase on last year. We are hoping to be able to increase the Grants fund –
and if this is something that interests you, see page 4.

Community Champion
Once again we are looking for our next Community Champion – someone who has made a significant
contribution to the Redbourn Community. If you have someone in mind, please do put their name
forward. More details can be found on page 20.

Finally
I wish all residents of Redbourn Parish, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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CLERKS CORNER Nish Khanna
Well what can I say? I've just completed my first year as the Clerk and cannot believe how quickly the time has
passed. The role has proved to be far more challenging, varied and rewarding than I ever imagined! I’d like to
take this opportunity to thank Chris, the Deputy Clerk, for all her hard work, help and support during the last
year which has been invaluable.
In November we welcomed Zoe our Facilities Officer back from Maternity Leave. Becky has done a great job
covering Zoe and also moved a number of projects forward, including Cumberland Garden wall, the museum
repairs and the Neighbourhood Plan. Becky will now pick up the Community Officer function, the main focus of
which is to engage with community groups to see how Redbourn Parish Council can support them further, for
example by identifying external sources of funding. Initially, Becky will spend most of her time supporting the
Neighbourhood Plan through to completion.
Lastly, we are often contacted regarding issues that Redbourn Parish Council neither has the powers or budget
to deal with and so I thought it would be helpful to provide some useful contact details for you:

Dog fouling / Fly tipping / Accumulation of leaves / Graffiti:
If you spot a problem, please call the hotline number: 01727 819598 or email:
a.cleanerdistrict@stalbans.gov.uk or use the website:
www.stalbans.gov.uk/environmentandwaste/street-care-and-cleaning

Street Lights / Pot holes / Verges:
If you spot a problem, please report it at: www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting
If you do not have internet access, please call 0300 123 4047
If the highway fault poses an immediate threat to life or limb, please call the Police.

Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded
at a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.
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COMMONS COMMENTS
Cllr Colin O’Donovan, Chairman of Commons & Open Spaces Committee

The Common
The overflow car park adjacent to main car park is now closed for the winter season
and will re-open for next year’s cricket season. We are building up a budget to carry
out future repairs / upgrading of this car park.
There are several areas of the Common suffering from erosion caused by lorries
which we are aware of and will be attending to repairs as possible.

Cumberland Gardens
The long awaited repairs to the walls have started, and it is intended that the new metal gates will be in place in
time for the Christmas market.
The Pagoda by the main seating area is in need of repair, replacement or removal so we are investigating
which way to proceed.
The notice board is to be repositioned to the other end of the gardens near the Doctor’s gate.

PLAY AREAS
East Common
We have installed new safety self-closing entrance gates. The mound over the tunnel play area is being
monitored.

Long Cutt
We are intending to upgrade this area with the help of a grant and budgeted funds and are planning to prepare
a presentation board with our ideas of possible equipment

Flamsteadbury Lane
I am saddened to report that this area has continued vandalism and would like your feedback on the future of
this play area.

FIREWORKS EVENT (please also see pages 12 - 16)
I am pleased to report that the event went successfully with Fantastic Fireworks carrying out the
marvellous display.
I would like to thank the Chair of the Firework working party, Mario Violentano with the assistance of over forty
stewards and helpers and not to forget the special assistance from our Deputy Clerk, Chris Kenny. Without all
of these, the event would not be possible.

REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS
Are you a local not-for-profit organisation that needs funding for a special
project? Or are you organising an event for the benefit of local residents?
Redbourn Parish Council may be able to help with the financing.
Every year we give grants to community groups who are in need of support.
However funds are limited so apply as soon as possible!
For more information, terms and conditions, and application forms, contact the
Clerk on clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 01582 794832.
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REDBOURN VILLAGE WEBSITE
The new Redbourn Village website is currently under
construction. The site is being maintained by Redbourn
Village Online, a new village charity.
It will feature links to all other Redbourn sites plus the
Redbourn events diary, email any events you want posting
to events@redbournvillage.org.uk
Any local societies, organisations, clubs, services and
amenities wishing to be linked please
email info@redbournvillage.org.uk
Have a business you would like to add and advertise on the
site for a small annual fee
email business@redbournvillage.org.uk
If you have lost or found something in Redbourn, you can
email lost@redbournvillage.org.uk or
found@redbournvillage.org.uk
The website has been designed by Russell Thomas, a local
resident and we are grateful for all the time and effort he has
been putting in. Please take a look and hope you will find it
useful.
AFTER ALL IT’S YOUR VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Ian Caldwell, Russell Thomas and Teresa Finnigan

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village Service
for over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
Bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise
www.redbourncars.co.uk
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REDBOURN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Redbourn has its say on sites for new housing – consultation still open for comments
On 10th November, a consultation evening was held where residents were able to inspect the
assessments of various possible sites for housing, and make comments on their suitability. Nearly
200 residents came along, to look at displays of the sites offered in the Strategic Housing Land Area
Assessment carried out by St Albans District Council, and to make their comments on each site.
Working party members were on hand to explain that the District Council will expect between 150200 homes to be built in Redbourn as part of their Detailed Local Plan. Redbourn’s Neighbourhood
Plan gives the community the chance to say where they wish these new developments to go, rather
than waiting to be told by the planning authority what is going to be built and where.
The feedback is still being analysed, and the consultation is still open for further comments, but initial
results make it clear that Redbourn residents share the working party’s view that relocating the tennis
club, scout hut and allotments to a new site and developing it for small scale housing is not a viable
option, while other sites could be developed, but in a limited way. During the process landowners are
free to bring forward new sites for consideration, and these would be consulted on separately.
There were lively debates going on around the room during the evening, and many good points were
made in writing on the various flip charts made available. Other residents who could not make it to
the consultation event submitted comments by email and through the website.
If you did not get the opportunity to attend on 10th November, please use our website or Facebook
page to send in your comments. The more evidence we have of what residents want, the easier it
will be to put together the Neighbourhood Plan.
Our thanks go to Becky Firth from the Parish Council office, who has worked tirelessly on the
arrangements for the public meeting, and getting the publicity leaflets printed and distributed.
The Vision Statement consultation is still open. Those of you who have looked at the website,
redbournplan.org.uk, will have seen voting buttons. A number of people have voted, and at the
moment the majority are in favour of the whole Vision Statement. However, a number of people
opted for ‘some, but not all of it’. We now need to understand which parts of the Vision some
residents don’t like, and will be putting together an online survey, also accessible from the website, to
find out what might need changing.
The Vision Statement is important because it is going to help us put together policies in the
Neighbourhood Plan, on infrastructure and how the village might look in the future. Using the
evidence base and the Vision Statement, the Working Party will begin drafting policies early in 2016.
Further consultation events will be held around those policies early next year.
We were fortunate to be given a grant from the government agency Locality to allow us to pay for a
website, publicity and consultation events. If we can get further grant funding we hope to organise a
family event in February, perhaps with a Lego competition for the kids. Watch the website and
Facebook page for more news.
If you would like to join our team of volunteers working on
the Neighbourhood Plan, let us know via the website:
redbournplan.org.uk
or by emailing:
project.manager@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vivienne Windle
Project Manager
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
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Redbourn Village Hall
Redbourn Village Hall (RVH) has a new Website www.redbournvillagehall.co.uk
Please have a look at it now and then use it regularly to see what’s on and what’s coming soon to RVH so
that you never miss out! RVH also has a Facebook page to follow.
www.redbournvillagehall.co.uk has full details of all the current classes, clubs and meetings that run weekly
throughout the year on the Regular Weekly Events page. The Regular Monthly Events Page has details of
the many local organisations that hold their monthly meetings in RVH. Finally, but very importantly the
Upcoming Events Page had details of the special occasional events that are happening in RVH, including
events run by the RVHMC as much needed fund raisers for RVH.
Once you browse these pages you may be pleasantly surprised at how many opportunities there are for
Redbourn residents of all ages to enjoy each other company in a variety of interesting and fun activities.
Of course if you wish to book RVH for your own personal or business event full details and hire rates are on
the Hiring the Hall page. RVH is fortunate to be the only local building with a large Main Hall (210 people)
and working stage, plus a medium room with hatches to a modern Kitchen.
RVH is a wonderful asset for Redbourn but it is a very old building (History page) that needs constant
maintenance and it is becoming increasingly difficult for RVHMC (reg Charity 302450) to raise the required
revenue to fund the costly maintenance by hire income alone (About Us page). Please help support RVH by
enjoying one of the RVHMC fund raising events!
Can you help? RVHMC particularly needs volunteers with business experience and enthusiastic event
organizers as the next project is to set up a successful “Friends of RVH” fund raising campaign.
Email: redbournvillagehall@tiscali.co.uk
Phone: 01582 792822
What’s on:
www.facebook.com/pages/Redbourn-Village-Hall
or see the RVH Notice Board

Jane Owen RVHMC

Ver Valley Society
presents a talk by

Dr Ken Smith
Joint Editor of Birds of Hertfordshire
and Herts County Bird Recorder, on

THE BIRDS OF HERTFORDSHIRE

Thursday 28 January 7:30 pm
REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL
High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LW
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For all your building improvement, renovation and maintenance:













New Build
Extensions of any size
Carpentry and Construction
Beautiful Bathrooms
Roof repairs and guttering
Fencing and Landscaping
Plumbing and Heating
UPVC replacement doors, windows, fascias and soffits
Certified Electrical Work
Fabulous Kitchens
Loft Conversions
Refurbishments

Call Redbourn 62 65 62 or Mobile 07767 26 30 46
or email info@hauskraft.co.uk
website: www.hauskraft.co.uk
Free estimate and advice. All work guaranteed, insured and carried out by skilled tradesmen.
NHBC Registered Builders
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Craft Fair
Our recent Craft Fair at the Village Hall raised the
magnificent sum of £2,132, which will be used
towards our planting schemes around the village.
Our sincere thanks to all those who took part,
helped at the event and sponsored or donated raffle
prizes.
th

Quiz Night Sat. 5 Dec
th

Book your table now for Quiz Night on Sat. 5 Dec.,
7.30 at St. Mary’s Church Transept Hall. Teams of
up to 8, Fish & Chips supper, (Chicken or veggie
option available). Tickets £10, (members £9.50),
from Rita Green, Tel. 01582 626452.
th

rd

Holiday in North Yorkshire 30 May – 3 June
2016.
Join us on our 5 – day trip to North Yorkshire,
staying at the Monarch Hotel in Bridlington, and
visiting some wonderful gardens and stately homes
each day. The cost is approx. £350 per person,
including half-board accommodation, and
comfortable coach transport.
Non – members are very welcome.

In the run up to The Queen’s birthday on
21 April 2016 there will be “Clean for the
Queen” litter blitzes throughout the United
Kingdom in January, February and March.
And the most monumental of all litter
clear-ups from

Friday 4 to Sunday 6 March 2016.
Register online at
cleanforthequeen.co.uk to ensure you
keep abreast of the campaign’s
development.
Join in to help clean up our beautiful
countryside, villages, towns, cities, parks,
beaches and waterways in the year of the
Queen’s 90th birthday.

Let’s Clean for the Queen!

Only a few twin rooms left! To book, or find out
more, please contact Sue Nice on 01582 793376.
th

th

Open Gardens 18 & 19 June 2016
We are already looking forward to this very
enjoyable village event, which is held biennially. We
would welcome a few more gardens – large or
small, well established or still developing – to join
the list. If you would be interested in opening your
garden, please contact Janet Lang on 01582
792907.
Join Redbourn in Bloom
Membership of Redbourn in Bloom costs only £5
per household per year. You will receive a quarterly
newsletter, reduced entry fee to some of our events,
and a 10% discount at Hertfordshire Garden Centre.
We also welcome new volunteers to help with our
planting efforts or assist at events.
If you have “organising” skills, we are also looking
for two or three people to “shadow” some of our
committee members, with a view to “spreading the
load” a little in future years. For further details, or to
join, please contact:
John de Bank, Membership Secretary, on 01582
793877 or
Mike Thain, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 01582
793376.
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Following our very successful “LiberTeas “ event in June to commemorate Magna Carta, our members had a
busy summer keeping up with their educational, artistic, social and even physical activities. Believe me,
Redbourn U3A’s formal title may be the “University of the third age” but it is not always serious business, in fact
far from it.
The range of specialist interest groups is so varied we are spoilt for choice. We now have 40 groups including 5
new groups that were created this summer by our very dynamic members: Rusty French, Poetry, Chess,
Antiques, Wine appreciation group2. No test is required to join any group unless of course a group has reached
its full capacity.
At the end of September, to mark the beginning of the Autumn, we held a Quiz in the village Hall with a fish and
chip supper. Christine and Peter Padwick, seriously tested our contestants’ mental agility but great fun was had
by all, including the losers!
On 18th October on a rather Autumnal day, 25 of our members headed to Northumberland for a mini holiday.
Their hotel which, was located in the centre of Newcastle, had spectacular views of the City, especially, at night
with the bridges all lit up. Hence the amazing photo enclosed.
In the following days, they went on a guided tour of the City and visited the dramatic Seaton Delavall Hall. They
also spent a morning in Durham visiting the cathedral and in the afternoon at the Beamish Open air Museum. On
their way back to their hotel they stopped to see the “Angel of the North” a breath taking sight in the night sky.
So, quite a busy schedule but allowing time for our members to enjoy the delicious local food and the wine (not
so local).

If you have any questions or wish to join U3A you are welcome to contact us on redbournu3a@hotmail.com or
attend our general meeting every third Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in the Village Hall, when guest
speakers entertain us. It is also an opportunity for members to have a chat over a cup of tea with new and
prospective members.

Sigrid McFadyen

Parents and babies wanted for 5-week baby
massage course. ½ price for participating in case
study. Ages 3-6 months required.
Monday mornings 9:30-10:30am
Redbourn Parish Centre
Starting 25th January 2016
To sign up contact Lucy on 07951576724
Or e-mail lucy.hurley15@icloud.com
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Established in 1980 to help combat loneliness
and improve mobility for residents
A friend of mine recently said that, for him, the Care Group is one of the
core village quality-of-life activities that define exactly what this
special Redbourn community is all about. And he is, of course, absolutely
right.
Regd. Charity No. 297955

My friend was talking about the need to raise the Care Group profile so that the people we serve,
both now and in the years to come, can be assured of a secure future. He had been made aware at
our 35th AGM last month that the costs of running the Care Group had rocketed from modest
expenditure in our early days all those years ago, to some quite staggering forecasts in this modern
age. For instance, the costs involved in delivering our minibus (Care Bus) services last year alone
were almost £8,000.
Our other major expenditure is the cost of running our office and systems, which last year was more
than £7,000 and in future years we estimate this will rise to around £15,000. This is because we can
no longer rely on the willing good nature of a volunteer manager and is that any wonder, given the
work and commitment involved. Luckily we can still depend on a great bunch of volunteer office staff
to look after the day-to-day telephone activity which generates an enormous volume of work, the
bread and butter of Care Group business.
It might surprise you to know that our current Care Bus, purchased in 2008, cost in excess of
£40,000 and we fully expect our next to exceed £45,000 and will need to be achieved in the next
year or so. Expenditure such as this can only be met with a few grant sources available to us and the
continued giving from the public, which, incidentally, can be worth an extra 25 percent from the
Exchequer, with a Giftaid declaration.
We also very much want to continue our benevolence for other worthwhile causes for the village.
Two examples, of which we are very proud, were the East Common playground and the footpath on
The Moor. This we have been able to achieve over many years now due mainly to the kindness of a
legacy from the estate of a single admirer of the Care Group for the work that we do.
In the words of our Life President and past Chairman, Podge Fox, our hundred and more volunteers
are the people working at the coal face, delivering the service; and the generous people of Redbourn
are, and always have been, the source of generous giving that enables that service to continue and
prosper.
In the New Year we will be launching a couple of fundraising initiatives which we hope that villagers
and businesses alike will support. In the meantime, if the work of the Care Group is close to your
heart, please think of us this Christmas and make a contribution, helping us to help others.
The Trustees wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year.
The Care Group Office in the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12.noon
Mon –Fri to visitors or phone 01582 794550.
Non urgent enquiries can be sent by email to
redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com but to ensure that requests
for lifts are dealt with promptly and appropriately, please telephone
or visit the office, giving at least 48 hours notice, whenever
possible.
For contact details and to see what we do, please visit our website
at www.redbourncaregroup.co.uk
Barry Welch, Chairman & Trustee
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REDBOURN FIREWORKS
31ST OCTOBER 2015

A Halloween Fireworks display this year gave us another great night weather-wise for the fireworks, and Fantastic
Fireworks gave us another wonderfully colourful and fizzing display, accompanied by a suitably ghostly soundtrack. Did
everyone notice the mist that closed in on the Common straight after the fireworks – Spooky!! The fairground provided
other thrills and entertainment before and after the main event, and refreshments were on offer from the scouts. There
was a raffle, with prizes provided by local donors. Commentary on the event was provided by our local celebrity Sara
West. After costs, all surplus will be distributed to local good causes.
Whilst the event is underwritten by Redbourn Parish Council, the fireworks group need to raise all the funds and get the
work done. If you would like to be a part of the organising group – we meet about 6 times during the year leading up to
the display, please let Chris Kenny know in the Parish Centre, and we’ll be in touch.
Our heartfelt thanks to: Our local celebrity Sara West for her commentary
 Raffle prize donors for the varied and valuable donations
 Redbourn Scouts for the refreshments stall and the loan of equipment
 Chris Kenny in the Parish Office for her confident resolution of all manner of unreasonable requests
 Our army of unpaid volunteer helpers, who set up the Common during Saturday, rattled buckets, sold raffle
tickets and guided the traffic and crowds on Saturday evening, picked up litter and dismantled the fencing and
road signs on a (very) wet Sunday morning, and counted and bagged all the many coins (and notes!!) collected.
 And most of all, thanks to those who donated funds by sponsorship (see below), by filling the collection
buckets, or by buying raffle tickets. Without your donations the fireworks display could not take place.

Mario Violentano and the Redbourn Fireworks Working Party
WTG HEATING ENGINEERING LTD
Temporary Mobile Heating and Hot Water Solutions
Unit 4, Chapel End Farm, Houghton Conquest, MK45 3LW 01582 485202 www.wtgheating.co.uk
STATHAMS MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD
Transport Solutions
Commercial vehicle recovery and repairs
Commercial Yard, Watling Street, Dunstable, LU6 3QP, 01582 843220 www.stathamsrecovery.co.uk
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
R S HARDING FCA
Chartered Accountants
Mercer House, 15 High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LE 01582 794864 rsharding@accounts.org.uk
ST MATTHEWS CARE HOME
Residential Elderly Care
B & M Care, Chequer Lane, Redbourn, AL3 7QG 01582 792042 alinaverescu@bmcare.co.uk
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE CRICKETERS OF REDBOURN
Fine dining with a traditional pub feel. Dog friendly
East Common, Redbourn, AL3 7ND 01582 620612 www.thecricketersofredbourn.co.uk
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HERTS TUTORS (Established 2008)
Specialist tuition for A Level, GCSE and Common Entrance
in Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Maths, English, French and
German.
Rear of 42 High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LN
Suman Sharma
18 Penny Croft, Harpenden, AL5 2PB
01582 467467 or 07736 351080
ask@hertstutors.co.uk

WALL STREET INTERIORS
Commercial contractors specialising in flooring, window
coverings, furniture, upholstery and design works to the
leisure industry including pubs, restaurants and hotels,
sports facilities, offices and schools.
Unit 4 Redbourn Industrial Centre
High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LG
01582 793367 info@wallstreet.uk.net

PEARL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HIGH ELMS TREE SURGERY LTD

Recruitment specialists providing white collar staff to the
construction and allied industries.

All aspects of tree surgery
Reductions. Removals. Hedge Trimming. Pollarding. Stump
grinding and Logs.

Suite 4, Jarman House, Rear of 40 – 42 High Street,
Redbourn, AL3 7LN
Michelle Gregory 07946 113812
www.pearlps.co.uk

CHANGING VIEWS
We make beautiful bespoke curtains and blinds

Arboriculture Association approved. Free quotes and advice.
Insured to £10m
Old Beechwood, Cheverells Green, Markyate, Herts.,
AL3 8AB
01582 840144

FINE FITTED INTERIORS
Stunning Interiors That Work

2a Crown Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LX

Red House, 35 High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LE
01582 794444

01582 794138
www.changingviewsredbourn.co.uk

www.finefitted.com
enquiries@finefitted.com

GROUP PROMOTIONS
Representation company for hotels in the Caribbean

REDBOURN MOT CENTRE
Your local MOT Centre carrying out while-you-wait MOTs

Crown House, Crown Street, Redbourn, AL3 7JX
01582 792260 www.group-promotions.com
sales@group-promotions.com

1 High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LE
01582 794000
www.redbournmot.com

ROWLINGTON TILLEY & ASSOCIATES
Wills and Probate Legal Services – protecting you and your
family’s future
30 Piggottshill Lane, Harpenden, AL5 1LH
01582 469613

Page | 13

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 39 Winter 2015-16

OAKBRIDGE HOMES LTD
Hertfordshire’s premier provider of bespoke luxury
homes
The Priory, High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LZ
01582 794499 www.oakbridgehomes.co.uk

PHILIPS FUNERAL SERVICES
68 Alma Road
St Albans
AL1 3BL
01272 851006

STARGAZER PHOTOGRAPHY
Events, portraits and products
Star quality photographs without the sky high prices.
137 Trident Drive, Houghton Regis, LU5 5QQ
07832 664139
www.stargazerphotography.co.uk

L C Weston Funeral Directors, 14 Leyton Road, Harpenden, AL5 2TQ – Mr John Warwick
01582 712865
NPF

Redbourn Business Systems. Advantage
Fundraiser is an integrated CRM, Fundraising, Membership and Alumni
database solutions. The Priory, High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LZ 01582 794229
Adviceworks Ltd Independent Financial Advisers. 52a High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LN
01582 799087
Halls Vehicle Services Car and van servicing and repairs. Nicholls Farm, Lybury Lane, Redbourn, AL3 7JH 01582 794836

Redbourn Electrical Services Installation and maintenance. 25 North Common, Redbourn, AL3 7BU 01582 792403

Crown Pharmacy

Stockists of Avena skin care & fragrances 65 High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LW 01582 792203

FIVE TWOS TRAVEL – Taxi, minibus airport transfers paul@fivetwos.com or fivetwos.co.uk

ASHTONS ESTATE AGENTS
Mr and Mrs BARR

48 High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LN 01582 793555

Dane End Farm, Beaumont Hall Lane, Redbourn AL3 7RN 01582 792683

COUNTRY STYLES HAIRDRESSERS 30 High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LL. Pauline Walls 01582 793725
HOPTON FURLONG Contemporary Handmade Jewellery. The Old Dairy Workshop, Beaumont Hall Farm, Beaumont Hall
Lane, Redbourn, AL3 6RN 01582 799040
ELLIS CREATIONS Redbourn dressmaker offering personal fitting for alterations & custom makes.
www.elliscreations.co.uk
th

th

TIM WHARTON ANTIQUES 17 – early 19 Century furniture & related pieces 07850 622880
THE MILLER GROUP OF COMPANIES
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING FIREWORKS RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS:
st

Richard Lance

Lenovo S8-50 tablet donated by Firework Working Party

nd

Gavin Chessher

Meal for two donated by Chequers

1
2

rd

Meal for two donated by Hollybush Pub

th

Family ticket to Herts Show donated by The Hertfordshire Agricultural Society

th

Four tickets to Redbourn Players Show

th

Bike service donated by The Hub

th

Ultimate beauty experience donated by Atelier

th

Bouquet of flowers donated by Arrangements

th

Meal to value of £10.00 donated from Efeler

3 Frank Yates
4 Jo Benfield
5 Flica
6 H Darling
7 Ben McDonald
8 Dereck O’Donovan
9 Mrs White
th

Gents haircut donated by Redbourn Barbers

th

Bottle of Sparkling wine donated by Co-op

th

Verulam Cycling Club Cycling experience donated by Don Andrews

th

Box of Quality Street donated by Co-op

th

Men’s perfume donated by Crown Pharmacy

th

Box of sweets donated by Co-op

th

Men’s perfume donated by Crown Pharmacy

th

Bottle of wine donated by Parish Council

10 Shaun
11 Carol Hancox
12 Maria Maynard
13 Tracy
14 Jane Owen
15 Juli Scott
16 V Mulkerrin
17 Pat Schofield

Many thanks to all those who generously donated prizes.
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REDBOURN
Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch (NW) has been promoting safety and crime prevention in St Albans and surrounding
Districts since 1997 and studies have shown that crime is lower where neighbourhood watch schemes operate.
Neighbourhood Watch is also about encouraging a stronger community spirit within the roads where we live.
We are always looking for residents to take a lead in helping to build these communities.
Within the village we already have approximately 1600 addresses registered with NW. Would you like to join
them?
We recently appointed a new Street Coordinator for Cumberland Drive and Appletree Grove and here is her
experience.

I’d like to introduce myself as the new street co-ordinator for neighbourhood watch for Cumberland
Drive and Appletree Grove. My name is Ruth Crowther and my family and I have lived in Redbourn
since 2002.
A few months ago, I decided I wanted to become more involved in the local community and this
coincided with the street co-ordinator for Cumberland Drive resigning.
I thought I knew many people in Cumberland Drive and Appletree Grove and was surprised how many I
didn’t know. A few years ago, we’d had a street party and there has been no community event to link
everyone since then. Now, several people had moved away so there were several new faces.
Being a street volunteer hasn’t taken up too much time as I’ve introduced myself to residents who were
not on the OWL system and checked email addresses that are faulty for different reasons. I still have a
few houses to visit and have enjoyed introducing residence to NW and to the OWL website.
There is a regular evening meeting of NW street co-ordinators for the village, chaired by the Redbourn
Ward Coordinator with Alessandro Peduto PCSO in attendance, where current crime figures and village
policing issues are discussed.

If you would like to know more and join Ruth in becoming a street coordinator or just registering with NWH, you
can do so on line by going to www.owl.co.uk or by contacting myself at malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com

Keep warm and remember to keep your property and valuables protected.

Malcolm Wickens, NW Ward Coordinator Redbourn
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Redbourn Village Museum honours the village’s sacrifice in WW1
th

On 9 November, the museum events committee held a
reunion at The Cricketers for those that had travelled to Ypres
in Belgium for the first ever holiday organised by the museum.
We are very grateful to Business Friend, Colin Baxter for the
use of the upstairs function room. A photo slideshow reminded
us how lucky we had been to have dry and sunny weather for
our 4 day break in June. In cemetery after cemetery, the rows
of well-tended graves looked immaculate surrounded by plants
reminiscent of an English country garden. It was so peaceful
that it was difficult to imagine the horror.
Although some of our group of 25 had previously visited the
WW1 battlefields, we learned so much from our fellow traveller,
Gareth Hughes and our excellent tour guide, Gary. It was a
sobering trip but we also had fun spending time together and
getting to know each other better. Most importantly, we paid
our respects to eleven Redbourn men when we visited each of
their graves or memorials a century after they made the
ultimate sacrifice and we demonstrated that they have not been
forgotten in their home village, far away.
As well as the visit to Ypres, the museum events committee
have organised a talk on the 1500s, another popular annual
steam and model engine event and a summer coach outing to
a Tudor manor house at Sulgrave near Banbury. This year, we
have welcomed a number of visiting groups outside normal
opening times and for this, the award-winning garden is a great
asset, thanks to the efforts of our volunteer gardening team.
Our busy year ends with a matinee film screening of
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado about Nothing” on Saturday
th
December 12 at 2.30 pm in the Parish Centre. Tickets will be
available on the door at £8 or £7 for Friends of the Museum
including refreshments such as the Bard would have enjoyed.

Pauline Ridgwell

Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday saw a good attendance at the ceremony at the War Memorial, honouring the promise
that ‘at the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.’
74 men and 2 women are commemorated on the village memorials, although Cicely Pope is only on the St
Mary’s Church memorial. Others connected to Redbourn, 29 from WW1 and 5 from WW2, are not. We have
no records of how the names were chosen, and while it is obvious why most were included, it seems strange
that so many are absent.
Following last year’s exhibition, and publication of the extra names, a number of people have suggested that
this omission be rectified. We should remember the sacrifice of Raymond Bingham, killed while defusing a
bomb in London in 1943, or of Archibald Faulder, killed in action in Flanders eleven days before the Armistice,
and all the others.
I do not believe we should alter the existing memorials. They are of their time, there are many possible
reasons for names not being included and it seems right to respect those decisions. However, now that we
know about the others from the village, it also seems right to commemorate them too. One way would be to
add a stone plaque by the side of the memorial.
What do you think? Please let me know at Redbourn.remembers@gmail.com or via the Parish Council.

Gareth Hughes
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Young People needed
for the Redbourn Christmas Tea
and Redbourn Youth Parish Council

For the last three years, young people from across the area have come together to organise and
host a Christmas tea party for 50 older people from Redbourn and surrounding villages.
This year’s Tea Party will take place on Sunday 6th December 2 – 4.30pm at the Redbourn
Parish Centre, by the Common, and we need more help!
Guests are treated to a sumptuous tea, wonderful entertainment and a visit from Santa
Claus. Everyone goes home with a gift, hand-made card and some cake. It’s a wonderful event
and guests greatly look forward to this now annual event.
The tea party is supported and organised by a number of local organisations, primarily
Hertfordshire County Council Youth Connexions and Redbourn Care. It is typically funded through
the Locality Budget Scheme and the kind support of Cllr Maxine Crawley with fundraising and
donations from Redbourn Parish Council and Redbourn Care when needed.
However, it is the young people that come together on the day to decorate a building, prepare a
sumptuous feast and provide 2-3 hours of entertainment that makes the day so special.
The tea party was the inspiration of Redbourn Youth Parish Council. The Youth Council said
goodbye to its last member this September when he moved on to university.
The event still goes ahead though and for the last two years St Albans District Youth Council and
Harpenden Youth Town Council along with young people from schools across the district have
come together to ensure this much loved event can go ahead.
We are always looking for volunteers for the day so if you are aged 11-19 and would like to
volunteer at this event please do get in touch. We also want to hear from bakers who might be
able to donate some treats and young entertainers; singers, musicians, magicians etc. who might
like to perform for our guests.
We can’t pay you for your time but we do provide an excellent tea and guarantee a warm glow and
sense of contentment that should last through till Christmas if not beyond.
If you want to see what I mean, use the following link to see a short film from last year’s event:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK3l3wa8ZD8
If you are aged 11-19 and would like to
volunteer to work at this wonderful
event, or, if you could donate any gifts
or food, please contact Debi Roberts at
debi.roberts@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Redbourn Leisure Centre

Great News! Redbourn Leisure Centre (RLC) is undergoing an exciting £300,000 redevelopment –
thanks to the partnership between Everyone Active and Redbourn Recreation Centre & Playing
Fields Trust. The centre will remain open during building work. The refurbished centre will be
finished in January 2016, but please don’t wait until then to join! We only have a few of our 200
founder memberships available! Founder members not only pay no joining fee, but also receive VIP
invites, guest passes and other benefits.
Membership is only £19.99 per month which includes unlimited use of the fitness suite, all group
exercise classes run by Everyone Active and half-price swimming at Westminster Lodge in St
Albans. For £24.99 you can upgrade to free swimming at Westminster Lodge. There is no long
contract either – just a month’s notice required, if you wish to stop your direct debit. Annual
membership is only £199 – so 12 months for the price of 10! Join online now or visit the centre.
The development will include:
A new 25 station gym
State of the art fitness equipment
Expanded group exercise programme
New additional studio for group exercise
New high quality changing rooms
Refurbishment throughout
Open times have also improved. The centre is now open:

Monday 06:00-22:00
Tuesday 08:00-22:00
Wednesday 06:00-22:00
Thursday 08:00-22:30
Friday 06:00-20:00
Saturday 08:00-18:30
Sunday 09:00-20:00
Redbourn Leisure Centre is still available to hire for Children’s Parties and Private Functions.

Come and visit soon!
For more information please contact:
Paul Sands on 01582 626202
or email:
paulsands@everyoneactive.com
www.everyoneactive.com/redbourn
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Redbourn Bowls Club lift title
The Redbourn Bowls Club ended its season in triumphant style by winning the Bembridge Open Fours
Competition held on the Isle of Wight, 2-6 November. One of the three Redbourn teams in the competition
reached the Final where its opponents were a team from Hayling Island who had the advantage of familiarity
with the venue.
After eleven ends the scores were level and an extra
and deciding end had to be played. Redbourn were
trailing in this when Gordon Williamson stepped up to
deliver the last bowl of the match. Bang on target, it
won the title for Redbourn.

The victorious team, pictured holding their
trophies, were Gordon Williamson, the skip,
Rena Williamson, Vic Allen and James Cash.

It is a tradition of the Club to finish its season with a short holiday at one of the several resorts around the
country that include indoor bowls greens in their facilities. There is plenty to do aside from bowls and an
enjoyable stay is assured. This year, however, the enjoyment was tinged with sadness as Jackie Osborne,
the Club captain who had organised the trip before she fell ill with cancer at the end of July, had passed
away on 23 October. It was her wish that the Club should play in the competition and her funeral was
accordingly delayed until 13 November. Jackie, who will be much missed, would have been thrilled at the
Club’s success.
Life goes on as the cliché has it. Our Winter League competition at Woodside Indoor Bowls Club kicked off
on 18 November and will continue well into 2016. We are always on the look out for new members to ensure
the continued vitality and success of the Club. Prior experience is not necessary. Do get in touch if you are
interested.
Martin Howe, Chairman

REDBOURN COMMUNITY CHAMPION 2016
NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

Do you know someone who has made a special contribution to the Redbourn Community?
Redbourn Parish Council is looking for our next Community
Champion. If you would like to nominate someone, please write an
email or letter outlining why your chosen person deserves this award,
in no more than 300 words. At least two people must sign the
nomination.
Write to “Community Champion”, Redbourn Parish Council, Redbourn
Parish Centre, The Park, Redbourn, St Albans, AL3 7LR
Or email: champion@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Entries close at the end of March. The winner will be announced at
the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2016.
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Mary Finnigan, Community Champion
2015, receives her award from Cllr
David Mitchell, Chairman RPC.
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REDBOURN FOLK
UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday December 10

th

Jaywalkers: BBC Young Folk finalists 2008

Thursday December 17

th

Christmas Special Open Stage

Thursday January 7

th

Open Stage, featuring Bearwood

Thursday January 14

th

Pete Morton

Thursday January 28

th

Kara

th

Daniel Nestlerode

th

The James Brothers

Thursday Feb. 11
Thursday Feb. 28

Thursday March 3

rd

Hannah Sanders

Check the website for more details www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk or contact Jenny 01582 793164

FOLK ON THE COMMON 2015
th

A cool breeze blew away the clouds on Sunday June 14 and a
record number of people gathered for another successful
afternoon concert of Folk Music.
Miranda Sykes and Rex Preston travelled up from the West
Country and gave a memorable performance accompanied by
guitar, mandolin and double bass – with support from some of our
excellent local musicians.
The face-painter delighted both children and parents, and the
Cricketers pub again provided the BBQ.
Once again, our thanks go to the Cricket Club for opening up the Pavilion and providing the bar. Thanks also
for the generous support from Town & Country Estate Agents, Herts. County Council and Redbourn Parish
Council. Looking forward to 2016, plans are now underway for another summer concert of Folk Music on the
Common.

Jenny McNaught

Redbourn Community Opera
We know that Redbourn punches above its weight in many ways. But it’s own opera company? Yes, even that.
Redbourn Community Opera will present its inaugural production in January with two performances of Amahl
and the Night Visitors by Gian Carlo Menotti. This one-act opera (about 50 minutes long) was the first to be
written specifically for television, and was first broadcast live by NBC in 1951.
It is both funny and moving and tells the story of the Three Kings stopping off on their way to Bethlehem and the
amazing things that happen. Audiences young an old will be enthralled.
The majority of singers and players are from Redbourn or the immediate area. The challenging role of Amahl
will be sung by a local boy and three of the other principal roles are sung by Redbourn residents, as well as the
conductor, leader and at least half of the orchestra. The other two principal roles will be sung by St Albansbased singers from English National Opera and Scottish Opera.
We hope the whole community will turn out to support the performances in St Mary’s Church at 3pm on 2
rd
and 3 January to make this a huge success. Local business support through programme advertising or
sponsorship would be very welcome too.
Tickets £15/£8 for adults (£6/£3 for children). Ticket sales and enquiries to
louise@rodmcphee.com or watch out for posters.
Plans are already advanced for Wagner’s Ring Cycle in Redbourn Village Hall in 2018
(that’s actually not true).

Rod McPhee
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REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
Modern, fully equipped Rooms for Hire:
The Main Hall
Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT):
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit
organisations: £20 per hour
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour
or £22 per hour for 8+ hours or regular bookings

Discounts if both rooms booked together
Discounts for Youth organisations
AV facilities included (please request at time of booking)

For further details contact the Clerk on
Use of well-equipped kitchen
included

01582 794421 or email:
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

St Matthews Care Home in Redbourn by Janet Crawley
I am the new Lifestyle and Activity Facilitator at St Matthews Care Home in Redbourn. My name is Janet
Crawley and my aim is to bring activity, joy, pleasure and fun to all our residents. It is my aim to bring the
Community closer into the home bringing the schools, associations and clubs to meet and interact with our
Residents.
We have two dementia units; one with early onset and one with latter dementia and a residential unit. The
home is run on the basis of us taking quality care of our residents and giving them fulfilled lives.
My other aim is to make the Community more aware of dementia, giving the opportunity to the people living in
Redbourn to gain an insight into dementia, the facts and how as a community we can work together to help
people with dementia live happily allowing them choice, dignity and respect. This would also mean allowing our
younger generation to interact with dementia at an early age so they can learn the essence of the disease,
understanding the need for compassion and forming ideas on how to enable future generations to better deal
with this problem that can cause economic and financial burdens on local and national services.
As a race we need all to help each other to help the escalating problem of dementia within in our world. We
need to maybe look deeply into how we treat dementia and the alternatives that are new and embrace
everything we can to work towards solving a cure or helping the condition.
I will be talking about the events and activities at the Home, what outings we have and inviting our lovely
community into our home to share with us our zest for life
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS as at Dec 2015
Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC
Chair of Finance & Policy Committee
01442 257720 or 07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield, Vice-Chair, RPC
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Chair of Commons, Footpaths
and Open Spaces Committee
01582 792382
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Steven Kidd
07738 706679
cllr.steven.kidd@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Teresa Finnigan
07968 171654
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ian Caldwell Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Alison Gardner Chair of Management &
Communications Committee
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ivan Hickmott
07977 476692
cllr.ivan.hickmott@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Dennis Bigham
07944 445350
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

District & County Councillor

Redbourn Parish Council office

Maxine Crawley
01582 793760
MaxineCrawley@aol.com

01582 794832
Clerk: Nish Khanna
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

District Councillors
Victoria Mead - details as above

Member of Parliament

Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

Peter Lilley
0207 219577
feedback@peterlilley.co.uk

REDBOURN news
Advertise your business or event in the Redbourn News. Published by Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free to the 2300 homes and businesses in the Parish of Redbourn.

Advertisement rates:

1/8 page £25
1/4 page £45
Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315
Contact the RPC Deputy Clerk for more details: 01582 794832
deputy.clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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