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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

Cllr. David Mitchell

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
th

This is taking place at 7.30 on Wednesday 9 May 2018 in the Main Hall of the
Redbourn Parish Centre (opposite the War Memorial on the Common).
All residents are welcome to join us and hear what Redbourn Parish Council has been
doing over the last year, and our plans for the future. This is also a chance for you to
ask us questions and raise issues. We always welcome your feedback!
RPC will also be giving out grant cheques to successful applicants, as well as
announcing the Redbourn Community Champion for 2018.
Doors open at 7.00, and refreshments will be served!

10,000 NEW HOUSES IN AND AROUND REDBOURN?
As I write (April 2018) St Albans District Council are processing the results of their recent Local Plan public
consultation and ‘Call For Sites’. The District Council needs to meet a target of 913 new houses per annum from
2020 – 2036, so 14,608 in total. This will see a lot of the District’s greenbelt being built on, and Redbourn Parish,
in particular, is under threat. (See the map opposite for potential development sites in Redbourn Ward.)
Development on greenbelt between Hemel Hempstead and Redbourn will certainly be included in the new draft
Local Plan. The Crown Estate, which owns the land, has already drawn up an outline planning application which it
intends to submit later this year. This is on an even bigger area than indicated in the recent public consultation.
The total number of new houses proposed for sites at “East Hemel” (actually in Redbourn) will be over 2,500 and
the development will include a new secondary school alongside the M1 as well as drainage reservoirs along the
Hemel Hempstead Road, landscaped as a “country park”.
In addition Dacorum Borough Council has said it wants to build 4,500 new houses at north Hemel, of which
around 1000 would be on greenbelt in Redbourn Parish. In fact, Dacorum is already building 1000 houses at east
Hemel, some of which is in Redbourn Parish.
Dacorum, St Albans District Council and English Highways recognise that traffic will be a big issue if all these
sites go ahead, and new slip roads to junction 8 and 9 running alongside the M1 will have to be built. A new
junction, 8a, somewhere near Redbourn village, is also being discussed though this was not favoured by English
Highways in a previous study.
Other large greenbelt sites around Redbourn village have also been put forward for potential development under
the “Call For Sites”. The Lawes Agricultural Trust (Rothamsted) has offered up its land at north-east Redbourn,
between Dunstable Road and the bypass, which it says could accommodate 1000 new houses and a new
secondary school. Other sites are to the north and west of the village. St Albans District Council’s Planning Policy
Committee intends to make the decisions on all these sites at their May and June meetings. This will inform their
new draft Local Plan which will subsequently go to another Public Consultation later this year.
Redbourn Parish has about 2,300 houses at present, and we are working on our own neighbourhood plan which
would see small scale development to meet local needs. However, we could be looking at up to 10,000 new
houses in the area to meet the region’s needs. This would see much of Redbourn’s greenbelt turned into a
building site for many years to come. Given our greenbelt performs an important role in preventing coalescence
between Hemel and Redbourn, and it is all quality agricultural land, Redbourn Parish Council will be actively
objecting to these plans. We recognise that new houses have to be built in the District but we believe that
Redbourn has been unfairly targeted.
In due course, as and when things become clearer, we will have a public meeting to discuss the implications of
such extensive development on our greenbelt. In the meantime, if you want further details, you can write to the
Head of Planning at St Albans District Council: tracy.harvey@stalbans.gov.uk or the Chair of the Planning
Policy Committee, Councillor Mary Maynard, at cllr.m.maynard@stalbans.gov.uk .

Volunteer - promoting Redbourn
Redbourn Parish Council is looking for a volunteer to support a working party focused on generating ideas and
actions to regenerate the High Street and also to promote the village more widely.
A background of working in Public Relations and / or marketing would be helpful but above all we are seeking
someone who cares about the success and future of our village, who can bring a practical bias, and is prepared
to roll their sleeves up and get things done!
In the first instance, for an informal chat, please contact Councillor Ivan Hickmott on 07977 476692 or drop an
email to him at: cllr.ivan.hickmott@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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MAP SHOWING POTENTIAL LARGE SCALE DEVELOPMENT SITES
IN AND AROUND REDBOURN
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KEY TO SITES
1) 1000 houses, secondary school - between Dunstable Road and the Redbourn bypass
2) Development north of Redbourn village
3) Development west of Redbourn village
4) Additional link roads to junctions 8 and 9 alongside M1, or possible new junction 8a
5) 4,500 houses at north Hemel Hempstead, including 1000 in Redbourn Parish
6) 1,600 houses, secondary school, drainage reservoirs, between east Hemel and Redbourn
7) Warehouses, offices, travellers’ site - east of Buncefield Oil Depot
8) M1 junction 8 – significant upgrade planned for projected increase in local traffic
9) 1000 houses and travellers’ site - east of Leverstock Green
10) 1,000 houses (already under construction / approved by Dacorum and St Albans District)
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COMMONS COMMENTS
Cllr Colin O’Donovan,
Chairman of Commons & Open Spaces Committee

Parking
This year we will be opening the overflow car park to the left of the main car park, at
the start of the cricket season. This will allow the right-hand side to recover from last
year’s use. Please ensure that you drive onto the common via the main car park
entrance to access the overflow car park, rather than via the kerbs.

Cumberland Gardens
We continue to monitor the gardens as there were some littering issues last year; it’s currently open 24 hours a
day. If anyone see’s or notices anything, please inform the Parish Centre.

Memorial Benches
We are pretty much at full capacity on the Common, we are now looking at other possible locations for future
bench requests that come forward, such as down by the Moor, Long Cutt and Flamsteadbury Play Areas.

Play Areas
East Common Play Area
We are aware that the grassed mound is in poor condition and are currently investigating ways to deal with this
in a cost-effective manner.
Long Cutt Play Area
We are currently in the process of sourcing quotes for replacing fencing and self-closing gates
Flamsteadbury Lane
We have now completed the refurbishment of the play area, see page 16 for more information.

Nickey Line
We are currently working with Countryside Management Services looking at improvements to the Chequer
Lane entrances. They have a 5-year plan with St Albans District Council to manage the Nickey Line.

Weeds
Many of you reported the state of our paths and roads, covered in weeds over the last few years in and around
our village, since Herts County Council took over the contact from SADC. SADC have recently been given a 1year contract from HCC, to see if they can deal with this issue. Fingers crossed we get a better result!

BEATING THE BOUNDS: Sunday 6th May
Beating the Bounds is an old custom, when maps were rare, of marking the boundaries of the Parish by
walking round them and sharing the knowledge of where they lay. It is a cheerful community event and I hope
young and old will join us for whatever part of it they fancy.
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
12 noon
12.30 pm
1.45 pm
2.15 pm
3.30 pm
4.10 pm
4.40 pm

Harpenden Lane Roundabout
Norrington End (loo+refreshments)
Norrington End - set out
St Mary’s (tea+talk)
St Mary’s - set out
Wood End Farm barn break (lunch)
Wood End Farm - set out
Bow Bridge / Shafford
Redbournbury Mill
Redbourn, The Chequers

2.6 miles
3.6 miles
3 miles
3.4 miles
1.3 miles
1.2 miles

1 hour
30 mins
1 hour 30 mins
30 mins
1 hour 15 mins
30 mins
1 hour 15 mins
40 mins
30 mins

A short way before Wood End Farm, there is a chance to cut back along the Nicky Line back to Redbourn if
you don’t feel like going further. There is no need to do it all. Join us at whatever stage you like. I am happy to
lead the walk but would dearly love to have people who are willing to lead part of it or be willing to be a backmarker – again for as much of the route as suits.
Austin Prall
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Redbourn Christmas Market – looking ahead
Redbourn’s annual Christmas Market is now a well-established event in the Village
calendar. Last year’s event was another great success with around 100 stalls,
fantastic entertainment, raffle and Santa’s Grotto. The 2018 Christmas Market will
be held on Sunday 2nd December –so do make a note in your diary now! We
have already started planning for the event and are now open to stall bookings – full
details, including an online booking form, are on our website:

www.redbournchristmasmarket.com
An important part of Market day is the “Lights Switch On” which takes place towards the end of the afternoon.
Each year members of the Market Committee plan and install a seasonal lighting display that enhances
Cumberland Gardens throughout December and early January. Some of the profits from the previous year’s
event are used to purchase the various decorative features and each year we try to add to and increase the
decorations. Some of you have asked if we could also improve the Christmas lighting on the High Street, but
this is a much bigger (and more expensive) project, so we are currently considering some options.
th

We will be hosting our Annual General Meeting on Monday 14 May at 7.30 pm in the Holly Bush
PH, Church End – all Redbourn residents are welcome to attend. Do come along to hear more about the
organisation of the Market and to tell us your views.
As always, we would be delighted to hear from anyone who can spare some time to help with the organisation
of the event – there is no need to attend regular meetings as there are many aspects of the market that can be
organised “off line”. Please get in touch if you would like any further information or would like to contribute to
the event in any way.

Caroline Burdett, Chair of the Redbourn Christmas Market Organising Committee

redbournxmasmarket

redbournchristmasmarket@gmail.com

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village Service
for over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
Bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise

www.redbourncars.co.uk
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LESLEY HALL, Redbourn Community Library Steering Group (Chair)

.

This is the first of a number of articles to introduce you to Redbourn Community Library
Steering Group members and also to tell you about what goes on in the library apart
from borrowing books.
I moved from Markyate to live in Redbourn with my husband, Stuart around 18 years
ago. I have 2 children, who live nearby and 5 grandchildren, who all like to read, even
the teenagers read on a phone or tablet.
I retired from working as an NHS manager in 2011 and wanted to get involved in
voluntary work. I became a Trustee with Compassion in Dying, served on their board for
4 years, but decided I wanted to be involved in something in Redbourn, rather than
travelling to London.
Initially I used my NHS experience to become chair of the Redbourn Health Centre Patient Participation Group
until I read that the library was looking for volunteers. Becoming a volunteer in the Library was the best move
I’ve made, I love working in the library and being involved with all that it entails. I joined the steering group as I
wanted to become even more involved and was appointed as Chair in the autumn of last year. The library has a
fantastic steering group and volunteers who all work hard to ensure that we provide a good library service.
I have been a member of and also Chair of a number of committees during my working life and retirement and I
can honestly say that the Redbourn Community Library Steering Group is the one that I enjoy most.
As we are now a Community Library and completely staffed by volunteers it is important that we raise our own
funds so that we can buy the things needed to continue with the children’s activities, run events etc. To do this
we sell nearly new books in the library and at local events – this year we are planning to be at the Easter Fair in
the village hall, Classics on the Common and the Christmas market. Do come into the library to see what we
have to borrow or buy and if you have any nearly new books that you no longer want please donate them to us.
If you have some spare time and would like to volunteer we would be very pleased to have you join us. We also
have opportunities for young people over the age of 14 to become volunteers. In fact my granddaughter is one
and joins us after school one day a week.
chairredbournlibrary@gmail.com

Your local

REPAIR SHED
has arrived in the village!
We are part of a wider international movement developing Men’s Sheds as a
vehicle for connecting older men to like-minded people and the wider
community, through rewarding, often physical, activity.
It is a run BY volunteers FOR volunteers.
Men’s Sheds are like garden sheds – a place to pursue practical interests at leisure, practise skills and enjoy
making and mending. The difference is that garden shed activities are often solitary in nature while Men’s
Sheds are the opposite; they’re about social connections and friendship building, sharing skills and knowledge,
and a lot of laughter!
Our SHED is located at St Luke’s School. The Head contacted us last year to see if we could develop a
partnership whereby, in exchange for the use of their craft workshop, we would undertake small repair works for
the school and help pupils develop skills for their future working lives. Our SHED workshop has wood and
metal lathes, a forge and many other pieces of specialist equipment. We make, mend and repair anything in
wood and metal. We also have a large collection of sewing machines so if you want to learn how to use one or
have one in the loft that you don’t know how to use, come and see us. We also make products to order.
Examples are shown on our website:

www.communityactiondacorum.org/the-repair-shed
We have a great band of volunteers (mostly men but also a few ladies) but always need more so if you are
interested and are aged 50+, with a practical mind and an interest in mending, making and learning then come
and see us! We are open from 9.30am till 2.30pm every Tuesday and Wednesday.

Contact Bob Curtis on 07434 418 874
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Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded at
a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.

Page | 8

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 44 Spring & Summer 2018

REDBOURN SENIOR FORUM
A date for your diary: MONDAY 17th September
Over two dozen village and local organisations and businesses have committed their time to share with you the
help and support that is available to make life easier and more enjoyable. The organisations will be able to
address health, safety, security, legal, daily living and recreational opportunities in a friendly environment
If you know anyone who might be interested in what is available, whether you are a relative, a carer, a friend or
neighbour you will be welcome to come along and find out what Redbourn has to offer.
With support from the Parish Council, NHW are holding the
village’s first and, hopefully, regular, Senior Forum to
highlight the support and facilities available within the
village. Many residents have told us they are unaware of
the variety of facilities and support that is available.
The event will be opened at 10:30am by the Chairman
of the Parish Council.
We were encouraged to organise the event because
similar events in other towns and villages have been
welcomed and very well attended and with those local
residents saying they were surprised and grateful they
were to be able to learn about what was available and to
have the opportunity to ask specific questions of
importance to themselves and to seek advice.
Organising Group:
Malcolm Wickens: malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com
Ian White: ian.c.white@ntlworld.com
Joan Shopper: joanandhoward@madasafish.com
Alex Peduto (PCSO):
Alessandro.Peduto@herts.pnn.police.uk

So, put the date in your diary now and please
join us in September.
Your NHW team

Redbourn Living Advent Calendar 2018
Building on the great success of Redbourn’s first ever Living Advent
Calendar in 2016, we are creating an exciting new calendar for December
this year.
This is an unusual, fun and creative way of involving all the village in
celebrating the season of Advent.

Every evening from 1st to 24th December a new door opens somewhere in the village.
It might be a well known venue or even peoples’ houses. There will be a surprise 15 minute performance which
could be music, dance, storytelling, poetry or another creative activity in which all can join. The performances will
be for children and adults.
How can you help to bring this alive? We welcome new ideas, venues and participants so if you would like to
perform or become involved in any way please contact:
Penny McAdam: 01582 792833 pamcadamgm@yahoo.co.uk or
Jan Nelder: 07939 123555 jannelder@aol.com
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REDBOURN BOWLS CLUB
The all-weather bowls green at the Redbourn Leisure Centre is
a valuable community asset enabling Redbourn residents to
enjoy recreational bowling on a “casual” basis: just turn up
and play. The green is also the “home ground” of the
Redbourn Bowls Club, a small and friendly club with a full
programme of matches and events during the year. Contrast to
some beliefs, the surface and surrounds of an artificial green
need regular maintenance and periodic spraying and power
washing by a specialist firm.

Pat Schofield prepares to bowl at an informal
roll-up on the newly-cleaned green

Such an operation is expensive but has to be done if a decent
level of bowling is to continue at the Centre. Sports Surface
Maintenance Ltd (SSM) quoted £6,624 including VAT to carry
out the most comprehensive clean the green had ever had.

Three grants generously awarded by Redbourn Parish Council, Herts CC Locality Budget, and the Bedfordshire
and Luton Community Foundation, all of whom are here warmly thanked, will meet a sizeable proportion of the
cost, leaving a manageable sum to be found by the Redbourn Recreation Centre and Playing Fields Trust,
Everyone Active, the managers of the facility, and the Bowls Club between them. SSM carried out the work
during the week commencing 19 March (despite the atrocious weather). The Bowls Club and casual bowlers
now have the use of a bowls green in virtually perfect condition (the carpet is, after all, well into its scheduled
life). Regular maintenance hereon should ensure the green remains in good condition for the next few years.
Several people worked hard to bring about this happy situation. But the Bowls Club would like to thank four
people in particular, Pat Schofield, Chair of the Trust and Bowls Club member, for her hard work in securing the
three grants, County Councillor Annie Brewster for her support, and Lesley Garner, general manager of the
Leisure Centre for Everyone Active, and her assistant Jamie Vine, for driving the project forward.
Martin Howe

Bowls Club Chairman

CCR

CHRISTCHURCH

There’s lots going on at Christchurch Redbourn during the Spring and Summer.
Here are some great highlights to look forward to:

Our Sunday services are now back in the church building on Fish Street and we are trying to make the best
use of the space and modernise where possible. We are so pleased to welcome people of all ages on a Sunday
and we have a great set of leaders who help run a crèche and groups for infants, juniors and 11+’s.
th

On 20 May Peter Maiden is visiting us to address the important topic of ‘Identity’. Peter has recently written a
book on this important subject and we look forward to Peter’s seminar on that Sunday evening.
th

On 10 June, we are holding our annual Big Summer Bash where visitors get the opportunity to come and
sample a Sunday morning at ChristChurch, and all groups connected to the church are invited to a summer
party together. Our special guest this year is a woman called Helen Thorne who will be interviewed during the
morning. Helen’s life story is quite incredible, overcoming a traumatic childhood, mental health issues and
addiction. Not to be missed!
th

On 24 June we have an afternoon event where visitor Tim Shepard will be giving a Bible Overview. If you
would like an introduction to the big picture of the Bible’s story, don’t miss this helpful afternoon!
We also hope to screen some of England’s World Cup triumphs (?) and we also plan to have a look at the book
of Revelation on Sunday mornings!
All details can be found at

www.christchurchredbourn.org.uk.

We look forward to welcoming you at any of our services, groups or events.

Chris Smith (Minister)
Page | 10

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 44 Spring & Summer 2018

TH

TH

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 16 & 17 JUNE, 11 am – 5 pm.
At least 25 private gardens will be open to the public for this very enjoyable weekend, when you can wander
round the village gaining inspiration for your own garden. Redbourn Museum will be hosting an Affordable Art
Show, and some of the gardens will have charity fund-raising stalls and refreshments on sale. Programmes
with maps will be on sale soon, £5 each, from Redbourn Museum, Hertfordshire Garden Centre, and various
village shops. They will also be available during the event from the Museum. Further details from Janet Lang,
01582 792907, email janetklang@googlemail.com.
REDBOURN IN BLOOM LOCAL COMPETITIONS
Judging takes place at the end of June. Categories include: Front Gardens – Large, Medium, Small and
Drought Gardens, Best Shop Front, Business Premises, Pub, Sheltered Accommodation, Community Building,
School, Playgroup / Nursery and Allotment. No entry forms are needed. Trophies and certificates will be
presented at our Social Evening in August.
ANGLIA IN BLOOM
The regional judges will visit Redbourn in July. We are busy planning the judging route and preparing our
Portfolio, which has to show our all-year-round activities. If you, or a village group you belong to, has a
planting or environmental project which you think could be included, do let us know! Our suggested colour
scheme for planting in the High St. area this year is blue and yellow. We shall be planting up the Redbourn in
Bloom planters with summer plants at the beginning of June. Plenty of additional hanging baskets, tubs and
colourful planting in front gardens would really add to our efforts. Please help Redbourn win Gold again!
Contact: Pat Schofield, 01582 793096, email pandjschofield@talktalk.net.
th

GRAND AUTUMN SHOW Saturday, 15 September, 2.15 at Redbourn Village Hall.
Why not have a try this year at entering some of your home-grown flowers, fruit or vegetables, home-made
cakes, bread or preserves, or a piece of craft-work? Adults AND children are invited to enter. Novices are very
welcome! This event is on the same day as the Classics Motor Show on the Common. We hope you will find
time to visit both! Schedules with entry forms will be available soon. Details: Richard Morgan, 01582 792166.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
Join Redbourn in Bloom, support our planting efforts to enhance the village, and enjoy all-year-round activities.
Membership costs £5 per household per year. You will receive a quarterly newsletter, and reduced admission
to some of our events. If you have a little spare time, and would like to join our friendly committee in order to
help organize some of our activities, we would be delighted to hear from you! Volunteers are also welcome to
help with our regular planting and weeding sessions, and to assist at events.
Please contact:
Pauline Williamson, (Membership Secretary), 01582 792931,
mp.williamson@btinternet.com or
Mike Thain, (Volunteer Co-ordinator), 01582 793376, thainice@btinternet.com
www.redbourninbloom.org.uk

Citizens Advice St Albans District has been providing an outreach service in Redbourn
for over 2 years. We are at the Parish Centre on alternate Mondays, in the Police Office.
We see clients who drop in, but we can also give appointments.
We have seen people with a wide variety of issues, including problems with claiming
benefits, and some struggling with debt. We have helped people deal with problems at
work, such as disciplinary action or dismissal, and we have given people support who
needed help with disputes around something they have bought.
We can help with most types of issue, but if we can’t we can direct people to an organisation who can. In many
cases we can help resolve the issue the same day, but a few clients have several appointments, or have been
referred to specialist advisers or solicitors.
The dates of our Redbourn surgeries are on our website, castad.org.uk, and on posters around the
village. Or ring our main office on 01727 811118 for details.
Anne Brautigam Advice Service Manager
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www.redbourncaregroup.co.uk
Registered Charity no. 297955

The Care Group Office at the Village Hall is open 9.30 –12 Mon-Fri
01582 794550
redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com

High Sheriff Award for Redbourn Care Group
We were thrilled and honoured to be invited to the 23rd Annual
High Sheriff Awards in The Great Barn, at Micklefield Hall on
Thursday 8 March 2018. The focus of the evening was to
celebrate “volunteering”.
Redbourn Care Group was fortunate enough to be presented with
one of High Sheriff Will Hobhouse’s Personal Awards “for their
wonderful support of the older community in Redbourn”. Over 200
people were witness at the evening.
The High Sheriff chose volunteering in Hertfordshire as this year’s
theme as he said there are a large number of unsung heroes in
the county he wanted to meet and recognise.

The High Sheriff’s visit to Redbourn - Tuesday 27 March
Will Hobhouse arrived at the Village Hall and visited the Care Office, talking with
interest to the office volunteers about the work of the Care Group. He went across to
New Forge Place where he met residents who boarded the Care Bus with him,
travelled round the Common to pick up more people, all bound for the Parish Centre.
The reception at the Parish Centre was attended by just over 30 people. Clients and
volunteers joined in the informal and friendly discussion about the work of the Care
Group. Will seemed very impressed especially when he heard about the range of
activities and he was most interested in the role of the street representatives who
number over fifty across the village. A very special note of thanks to Redbourn Coop
who donated the refreshments for this special occasion.
Sally Bartlett
Cricketer’s Pub Charity Quiz Night on Sunday 24 June 7pm. Each team consists a maximum of six
people and must be booked in advance. Tickets costs £10 per head and include a bottle of house wine and a
food platter per team. Please book a place as the proceeds are going to Redbourn Care Group.

REDBOURN RECREATION CENTRE
& PLAYING FIELDS TRUST
Reg. Charity No. 1111215

In partnership with everyoneACTIVE
th

The Trust is pleased to report that our 34 annual event, the Redbourn
Easter Fair, held at the Village Hall over the Easter weekend, raised the
magnificent sum of £2,810, our best result ever! Proceeds will go
towards the fund we are building up towards replacing the all-weather
bowling green surface when needed (hopefully not too soon now that the
very effective deep-clean has been carried out!) and other facilities at
Redbourn Leisure Centre. An all-weather football pitch is one of our
longer-term aims.
We are very grateful to all the volunteers who helped at the event, and to all the local businesses who
supported it with advertising and raffle prizes, and especially to our three main sponsors, B & M Care, Veolia
Environmental and Austin Trueman Associates.
The Trust negotiated a 15-year Management Agreement two years ago with Everyone Active. We monitor the
running of the Leisure Centre closely on behalf of the local community, and continue to fund-raise for future
improvements. If you are interested in Redbourn’s leisure facilities, and would like to get involved, please
contact Pat Schofield, (Chair), on 01582 793096, email pandjschofield@talktalk.net.
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Advertising feature

The Hertfordshire County Show
A Showcase for
Hertfordshire
finest farming, food,
entertainment
and shopping!
th

th

On the 26 and 27 May 2018, The Hertfordshire County Show will once again be proudly promoting
the county’s best food, shopping, farming and entertainment.
This year we will have exclusively local food traders, selling everything from cheese on toast to vegan Indian;
find them in ‘Eat and Drink Hertfordshire’, ‘Street Food at the Circus’ and ‘The Oak Tree Eatery’. Local
brewers McMullen and Farr Brew will be setting up pop up bars, pubs and champagne boxes across the
Showground. Or if you’d prefer, bring your own picnic!
You can support local businesses in the ‘Made in Hertfordshire’ Marquees, where you will find artisan
producers of food and drink, local craftsman and talented artists. Or visit one of the new stands and shopping
experiences in the food hall, and across the Showground.
For 2018, there’s more entertainment than ever before! In the Queen’s Jubilee Arena, you will see new acts
including The Stampede Stunt Co and a Heavy Horse Display to Music, as well as old favourites, The
Hertfordshire Farmers Display and The Dinky Derby. The Countryside Area will be buzzing with live displays
from Master Craftsman showing everything from stonemasonry, to willow weaving, and the Hilarious Sheep
Show will be back by popular demand! The Village Green has been completely regenerated and will be a hub
of music and magic from The Rock and Classical Choirs and Happy’s Circus, including circus workshops!
In the Hertfordshire Farmyard, pig racing is back, as well as the always popular variety of farmyard animals.
There will be a new ‘combine harvester interactive experience’, Rothamsted Research will be doing talks on
the science at the forefront of international agriculture, and Tractor Ted will be bringing his digger den and
bouncy castle. If you’re keen on farmyard animals, make sure to visit the Showing rings where you can see
prize winning cattle, fluffy sheep, horses of all sizes and top Show Jumping.
rd

A family friendly Show, under 5’s go free! Tickets start at £7.20 and if you buy before May 23 , you
get 20% off! Every ticket includes all entertainment, timetable and map. Parking is free and dogs on
leads are welcome. Go to hertsshow.com or call 0344 850 2122 to buy now.
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New Flamsteadbury Lane Play Area and Outdoor Gym
Redbourn Parish Council is pleased to
announce that the refurbishment of
Flamsteadbury Lane Play Area is now
complete! All the old apparatus has been
removed, apart from the swings, and new up to
date equipment installed in two zones, one for
babies/toddlers and another for juniors/older
children.
The project has been funded by section 106
money for leisure facilities as a result of the
Fish Street development and the Parish
Council’s earmarked reserves
In addition to this, in recognition of the
importance of and interest in health and fitness
in the community, the Parish Council has also
installed some new outdoor gym equipment and
a goalpost in order to regenerate the area and
provide free improved leisure facilities for all
age groups. We have been able to provide this
new outdoor gym by successfully applying to
the Big Lottery Fund for a grant which covered
the total cost of the new equipment.

Becky Firth, RPC Community Officer

There is a recognised footpath along the top
end of Flamsteadbury Lane Play Area and so
the outdoor gym could be easily incorporated
into a fitness trail/route which could be used by
the growing number of running/fitness groups in
the village as well as individuals.

What would you do if you found a briefcase full of money!
Following our very well received and sell-out Christmas
Pantomime production of ‘Frankenstein’, the Redbourn Players
kick-off their 2018 programme with the hilarious and hectic comedy

‘Funny Money’
by that master of farce, Ray Cooney.
The play, which starts with a simple birthday dinner for accountant Henry Perkins, quickly descends into farce
when he returns home late from the office with the wrong briefcase to face a life changing decision. Add in some
confused dinner guests, a murder, two inquisitive policemen, soliciting, extortion, drugs and an irate taxi driver
and things really get complicated.
Hilarious innuendo and cruelly funny turns of fate ensue as the two couples assume various identities in their
battle to escape to Barcelona whilst trying to avoid arrest and the wrath of an armed and relentless Dutch drug
smuggler!
Who is Mr. Nasty? Who is Mr. Big? Why has Henry been arrested for soliciting and his teetotal wife turned to
drink? What is the significance of the cheese and chutney sandwich? What is going on under the blanket? And
why do people keep saying ‘Brerfcurse!’
If you want to know the answer to these questions and find out how it all plays out then you have no option but
to come and see it. You will be assured of a warm welcome.

Performances are at Redbourn Village Hall
Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th and Saturday 5th May at 7.30pm.
Tickets cost £10 and £8 (conc.) and are available from Ashtons Estate Agents and
Arrangements Florists or by phone on 01582 622667.
David Howell, Chairman
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REDBOURN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Neighbourhood Watch continues to grow within the village. From the figures published in the Neighbourhood
Plan we have 2199 dwellings in the village. The membership of neighbourhood Watch is currently standing at
1452 which gives a coverage of 66% across the village.
If you are would like to become a member, you can do
so by registering at www.owl.co.uk
You may recall that Neighbourhood watch is run by residents for residents. This means keeping a watchfull eye
on what is going on around you and if you see anything suspicious calling the police on either 101 for non
emergencies or 999 if there is an ongoing incident. Also do not forget you will probably have a camera on your
phone, so if you see anything, take a picture as evidence and send it to the police at www.herts.police.uk
As the days lengthen and the weather warms up we have different seasonal crimes that we need to be aware of.
Hopefully we will be spending more time outside leaving windows and doors open but we still need to remain
vigilant. Please be reminded of the following:
 Secure all windows and doors when you leave your property and don’t leave a key hidden nearby.
 When going out for the evening make the house look occupied, draw curtains and leave a light on and a
radio playing on a speaking channel.
 Lock sheds so tools can’t be used by intruders. Don’t leave ladders or wheelie bins where burglars
could use them as climbing aids.
 Secure the rear of your property where most break-ins occur. Lock gates and ensure fences are strong
and secure.
For more information you can visit the following web site www.herts.police.uk/protectyourhome
Enjoy the summer and keep your home and valuables protected. If
you wish to receive any advice on NHW please do contact me:

Malcolm Wickens
NHS Ward Co-ordinator Redbourn
malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com

REDBOURN LEISURE CENTRE
upcoming events and activities













SAADI, our featured gymnastics team, will be holding ‘SAADI Eastern Counties Gymnastics’
th
th
competitions on Sunday 29 April and Sunday 13 May.
The Redbourn Fun Run will take place on Sunday 20th May, organised by Redbourn Run. Anyone can
take part in the 1km, 2km, or 5km distances (including children with parental permission). We will be
hosting group exercise classes, fitness competitions and sports activities for children with prizes to be
won. There will food and beverages, crafts, a bouncy castle, face painting and more. Follow our social
media pages for updates.
Benecos Mavericks will be hosting netball camps throughout the year for children aged 9-13 years.
th
The next one will be a one-day camp during May half term on Tuesday 29 .
The Alex Danson Hockey Academy will be hosting a hockey camp on Wednesday 30th May for
children aged 7-13 years.
We will be hosting our first junior lacrosse tournament on July 1st.
We will be organising a health and wellness day in June with workshops on health, fitness and
nutrition, and stalls selling all things promoting health and well-being
Join us for indoor football fun on Mondays from 5pm-6pm at Redbourn Recreation Centre. Improve
your football skills with a qualified Watford FC football coach and get fit!
Give our Irish dancing classes a go; the first session is free! Classes run every Wednesday at 5pm6pm for ages four and above.
Active Antz runs every Friday from 9:30am-3:30pm for children aged 0-5. Just £3 per child.
GDS Artschool provides a painting and drawing class for beginners and experienced artists to stimulate
ideas and develop skills in a relaxed and sociable setting. First session is free.
The Redbourn Bowls Club runs PAYG sessions every Monday and Friday morning.
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RINGING REMEMBERS
Join our campaign and become a bell ringer in 2018
To commemorate the 1400 bell ringers who died in the First World War, there is a
campaign to recruit 1400 new bell ringers. This is an opportunity for everyone, a chance
to make this wonderful ancient tradition open to all.
th

When the bells rang out on the 11 November 1918 they announced the end of the most
catastrophic war the world had yet seen. At the time, bells were at the heart of the
community, marking events of great significance and communicating to people long before
modern technology connected us. Bellringing has always had a much wider function that
its role in the church, but most of us today are not aware of its broad and inclusive service.
th

When the bells rang out on the 11 November 1918 they announced the end of the most catastrophic war the
world had yet seen. At the time, bells were at the heart of the community, marking events of great significance
and communicating to people long before modern technology connected us. Bellringing has always had a much
wider function that its role in the church, but most of us today are not aware of its broad and inclusive service.
Bell ringers lost their lives
Many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost their lives. Charles Herbert Lee was born in Redbourn in
1862. The 1901 census shows him living in Church End with James and Sophie Millard and in 1911 with his
wife Lizzie and 8-month-old son at East Common Redbourn. His occupation was Farm Labourer and according
th
to the Hertford Mercury of 27 September 1917, he was also a bell ringer at St. Mary’s for 19 years including as
conductor of the band, member of the choir for 25 years and a Sunday School teacher.
st

Charles enlisted in the Army and was killed in action by a shell on 31 July 1917. He has no known grave and
is commemorated on the Menin Gate at Ypres, his memorial visited by a group from Redbourn Museum in 2015.
st
The 31 July 1917 was the first day of the Third Battle of Ypres, better known as Passchendaele.
As Redbourn lost one of its own bell ringers, the present-day band are hoping to recruit at least one new ringer
as part of the Ringing Remembers campaign. We are looking for some members of our community to become
bell ringers in memory of those who lost their lives and would like them to be part of this nationwide movement
th
by ringing on the centenary of the Armistice on 11 November 2018.
Bell ringing is a British tradition and we are home to a distinctive style of bell ringing called “change ringing”, a
familiar part of our national “soundscape”. Great Britain has some 5,500 change ringing towers, the rest of the
world put together has less than 150. Although bell towers are commonly in churches, you don’t have to go to
church to be a bell ringer. We often come together to ring just for the joy of it and have fun and the Redbourn
ringers are a friendly, inclusive band of all ages, who practice on Tuesday evenings, including teaching for
beginners aged from 12 upwards.
To find out more about ringing in Redbourn, contact Bell Ringing Master Liz Middleton
on 07952 641529 or e-mail lizmiddleton10@yahoo.co.uk. More information is available at
www.bellringing.org/ringingremembers and www.bigideascompany.org/project/ringingremembers.

Redbourn Folk Club presents

FOLK on the COMMON
Sunday June 10th 2pm – 6pm
featuring RANAGRI www.ranagri.com
plus Elizabeth & Jameson, Mike Excell,
GBH and Bathtub Ginn
This popular free family concert is now in its sixth year, show-casing some of the best local singers and
musicians. Redbourn Cricket Club has kindly offered the Clubhouse facilities again and the bar will be
open during the afternoon.
The Cricketers pub will provide the BBQ, as usual, and we look forward to another fine, sunny day.
So invite friends and family, and bring a chair or sit on the grass and enjoy an afternoon of good music
www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk
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The 4th Redbourn Fun Run
is launched at Redbourn Infant and Junior Schools
Pictured: Amelie Grenier - runner up tambourine design competition,
Keith McAdam,
Matilda Bennett - winner tambourine competition.
(photo by Wendy Gill)

Music for my Mind is the chosen charity for this year’s Redbourn Fun Run
(a local charity using music to improve the quality of life for people living with dementia)
th

At a special assembly at Redbourn Junior and Infant schools on Monday 19 March, Keith McAdam, the
founder of Music for My Mind, joined the Redbourn Fun Run Team to launch the 2018 Redbourn Fun Run. Keith
was delighted to congratulate tambourine design competition winners from Redbourn Junior and Infant Schools,
Matilda Bennett and Poppy Bullen. The winners’ designs will appear on this year’s tambourines for the
supporters and marshals to shake to encourage the runners around the course.
Now in its fourth year, the event which is run by a small group of dedicated volunteers, is set to be another great
sporting day for all the family to enjoy - it encourages the local community to get fit whilst raising money for the
chosen charities. Choose between a 1km, 3km, 5km and relay race - all races are around the grounds of the
Redbourn Leisure Centre. All participants will receive a bespoke Redbourn Fun Run medal, winners will receive
a trophy and there will be plenty of other spot prizes.
After running or supporting there will be plenty of activities, stalls and refreshments for all the family to enjoy
(10am to 3pm).

Redbourn Fun Run will take place on Sunday 20th May 2018 and online entry is now open
redbournfunrun.co.uk There is a FREE T-Shirt for the first 100 Children to sign up.
Ruth Upjohn

FINANCIAL ADVISER
Adviceworks Ltd
 Financial Planning
 Pensions & Investments
 Inheritance Tax Planning
We are happy to offer a free ½ hour ‘get to know
each other’ meeting at our Offices in Redbourn

52a High Street, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7LN
Tel: 01582 799087
Authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority
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Now open every Saturday & Sunday 2pm – 5pm until November

Remembrance Sunday 2018
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1. The 11th day of the 11th month falls on a
Sunday - Remembrance Sunday. The Parish Council has generously allowed the museum to have the use of
the Parish Centre to mount an exhibition similar - but larger - than the one we staged in 2014.
We are extremely grateful that Gareth Hughes has agreed to be involved with the staging of the exhibition as
his wealth of information and knowledge will be invaluable in making the event a success. See his article,
opposite.
As in 2014, we are appealing for villagers to come forward with artefacts, memories, items of interest and
stories to share which can be incorporated into the exhibition. We will take great care of any treasured items
which are loaned to the museum for the event.
It’s early days but we need to start planning for this important date. All enquiries and offers of help or loan of
items etc. to: John Ridgwell, Email: John-R@ntlworld.com Tel: 01582 626055
th

We are also intending to light a beacon near the War Memorial at 7.00 pm on 11 November as part of a
nationwide tribute to those who died in the Great War.

Redbourn in Steam:
Bank Holiday Monday 28th May, Redbourn Museum
Engines in steam from around 11 am to 3 pm, miniature train rides and an exhibition of
model engines by St. Albans Model Engineering Society.
Museum open until 4.30 pm. Admission £2 for adults, £1 school children, free for
pre-school children.
Pauline Ridgwell

Redbourn House Portico Update
Redbourn Parish Council has now given landlord’s
permission for the erection of the Redbourn House Portico
in the Museum garden and an application is to be made to
St Albans District Council for Planning Permission.
To keep our costs down we are endeavouring to use local
skills where possible and to this end a band of willing
volunteers met recently to lay out the portico stones in the
museum car park (see photograph).
Ken Hart, a retired structural engineer, has kindly agreed to
draw up the calculations thus ensuring the portico is
erected to the relevant standards and Austin Trueman, a
business friend, has agreed to add his professional
indemnity to the project.
It has now been agreed that the portico should be erected at the far end of the garden, leaving the garden
space open for events. Two very imposing busts that were in the Redbourn House garden (currently on display
in the Museum) together with a piece of statuary which was delivered to Redbourn with the portico stones, (an
unexpected bonus!), will be placed in the garden, beyond the portico, forming a little “grotto” entered through
the portico. The aim is to have the portico erected towards the end of this year and the project completed by
th
2019/20 in time for the 20 anniversary of Redbourn Museum.
Continued on next page
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Portico Update

continued

Funding for the project is going very well - nearly £6,000 has been raised towards the current budget of
£10,000. A village wide leaflet drop will soon be circulated informing everyone of this exciting project and
seeking donations towards the scheme. An application is to be made for a Co-op grant.
Diane Whiskin is holding “Dine with Di” nights at £25 per head – to include a glass of Prosecco, a three
course meal with Bring Your Own wine. The meals will be for ten people – the first dinner is full and the second
is almost full. If Diane can manage to arrange four dinners that should boost the coffers by another £1,000. If
you are interested in attending one, give Diane a ring on 01582 792846. A bottle stall is to be held at the Steam
Day and donations of bottles would be very welcome. These can either be left at the Museum or delivered to
Diane at 42 Crown Street.

Remembrance Sunday 2018
Redbourn WW1 Soldiers – Information wanted
It is fitting that Remembrance Sunday this year falls on 11th
November, Armistice Day. Exactly 100 years after the guns finally fell
silent, we will remember those from our small community who lost their
lives while serving their country. Although the war did not formally end
until 1919 with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles, the cessation of
hostilities is widely recognised as the end of the conflict.
I have identified all 58 people commemorated on Redbourn’s war
memorials, and with the help of Redbourn Museum, will be exhibiting
my research in the Parish Centre on Remembrance Sunday. I also
contribute to the Herts at War project, which aims to uncover the
untold stories of the county’s men and women, both on the fighting
front and the home front. While I have discovered a great deal, there
are many gaps in the information, and I appeal to anyone who has
anything in the way of family stories, and memorabilia such as letters
or diaries, to get in touch so that the details can be documented.
Some of those remembered have quite tenuous links to Redbourn, but there are another 28 men who were born
in the village who are not commemorated here. We have no records as to why their names were omitted from
the war memorial, unveiled in 1920. It is not appropriate to change the memorial, but I do think we should
remember these others in some way. I would be grateful for constructive ideas how best we could do this,
perhaps with a plaque beside the memorial.
If you want to find out more about any WW1 soldier, please contact me or drop in to The Herts at War exhibition
at the British Schools Museum in Hitchin. The research is free.
Lest we forget

Gareth Hughes

Redbourn.remembers@gmail.com

www.hertsatwar.co.uk

St Albans Museum & Gallery will open its doors to
the public on Friday 8th June
following a two-year restoration and redevelopment project. Visitors are invited to
enjoy a dynamic programme of events to celebrate the opening of this arts, heritage
and cultural attraction in the newly-transformed Town Hall building. Promising fresh
experiences with every time, come and enjoy regularly changing exhibitions and take
part in the vibrant programme of events.
Set to be a world-class centre for arts and culture at the heart of one of Britain’s most historic cities, the new St
Albans Museum & Gallery will be free to visitors. It aims to showcase over 2,000 years of priceless heritage and
host cutting-edge art exhibitions, sharing local, national and world treasures with all. Visit this summer and
explore the fascinating histories of the Georgian Grade II* listed Town Hall, its Assembly Room, Courtroom and
Cells or just pop by for a cup of tea and browse the shop.
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63 High Street, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7LW
Office email: office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Office phone: 01582 792822
RVH Mobile: 07712 658587
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Clerk to RVHMC Office open: Mon, Wed & Thur
9.30am to 11.30am (during school term time)
Please email/leave a message at all other times.
RVH continues to be busy with a wide variety of classes and clubs to enjoy. There really is something for
everyone of all ages from; play sessions for little ones; children’s Dance Schools and exercise classes; adult
exercise and dance classes, keep fit sessions, art and craft groups; to friendly social sessions to choose from.
There have been the annual Village events that continue the tradition and RVH is looking forward to
rd
th
th
th
th
th
welcoming back; The Redbourn Players - performances (3 , 4 , 5 May and 6 , 7 & 8 Dec); Redbourn in
th
rd
Bloom - Horticultural Show (15th Sep) and Craft Fair (27 Oct); Redbourn Charities Fair (3 Nov) and of
nd
course The Redbourn Christmas Market (2 Dec)
The list of “What’s on in RVH” is so long and varied that there just isn’t space to include it all here. Please do
check our website for the full details. www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk . RVH is using social media to share
all the latest information, so pick your favourite from the list below to follow and like RVH.
If you prefer to read your news in print, RVH publishes its current events each month in The Redbourn
Common Round (phone David 07835 261229 to arrange monthly delivery).
To see "What's on in RVH", posters are displayed on the RVH notice boards. The full selection is displayed on
the inside notice board and a smaller selection on the new outside wall notice board.
RVH also continues to be busy with an amazingly wide variety of private hire parties and events too. RVHMC
are thrilled that improvements to the Main Hall will be finished very soon (photo's next time!) a new sound
system; colour changing lighting; new stage curtains made by Redbourn's Changing Views; a resanded/varnished floor, plus new carpets in the entrance hall. If you would like to come and experience this
new Main Hall look plus find out what the RVHMC have planned next, please join us at the RVHMC AGM on
th
Wednesday 27 June at 7.30pm.
RVH is a totally self-funding registered Charity (#302450) and the RVHMC are responsible for maintaining and
improving the building and facilities whilst still keeping them affordable for all the Redbourn Community to
continue to enjoy. Please do consider if you can become a member of the RVHMC or a Friend of RVH to help
us achieve this.
Jane Owen, Chair RVHMC

The Friends of
Redbourn Village Hall

RVHMC AGM

Facebook: redbourn-village-hall

Wed 27th June
7.30pm

Pinterest: Redbourn Village Hall

All very welcome

Twitter: @RedbournHall

Instagram: (on its way!)
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You can give support by
Attending events
Organising fund raising events
Volunteering some time
Making donations
Details on RVH website or in the
RVH Office
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Do you have business and
practical skills that you would
like to put towards a rewarding
community project?
RVH needs new Committee
Members!
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www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk/girlguiding

1st Redbourn Rainbows
1st Redbourn Brownies
3rd Redbourn Brownies
1st Redbourn Guides
st

1 Redbourn Brownies has been running for 90 years and the girls enjoyed celebrating with a birthday
party in February. A new Leader is now urgently needed to take over 1st Redbourn Brownies, keeping it
open so that the Redbourn Girls can continue to have fun! Full training is given and there’s lots of
support from the Redbourn Girlguiding Leaders. Please email firstredbournbrownies@hotmail.co.uk to
find out more.
By volunteering with Girlguiding, you can help us create amazing opportunities for girls in Redbourn. Girlguiding
volunteers give girls a space where they can build their confidence, raise their aspirations and have fantastic fun.
The Leaders run projects, events and activities that give girls the opportunity to discover their potential and learn
new skills. They passionately believe that girls can be a powerful force for good.
There are lots of ways you can volunteer with Girlguiding - it’s flexible, and can be arranged to fit around a busy
lifestyle. No matter how much or how little time you have every hour counts! In return Girlguiding UK will offer you
support, specialised training and the opportunity to develop new skills, meet new people and have fun. Being a
volunteer with Girlguiding also gives you access to a great range of benefits - like free training and resources.
Volunteering with Girlguiding will give you many transferable skills and experience, but most importantly you will
have lots of FUN and so will our Redbourn girls!

Snowy Owl

The Friends of the Nickey Line
& The Ver Valley Society
Redbourn Spring Watch Walk on Saturday 12 May
The Friends of the Nickey Line and the Ver Valley Society are jointly holding this walk in the environs of
Redbourn so see the amazing local wildlife. Why not join us - all are welcome - and no need to book!. Just turn
up at Redbourn Common car park at 10am (or parking nearby) for this walk of about 4 miles, probably finishing
about 12.45
We expect to see a range of butterflies, interesting flowers, including early orchids, stunning bluebells, and
summer migrant birds which have arrived from Africa. Bring binoculars if you have them and wear stout
footwear. Contact Roger on 01582 763560 or John on 01582 792843 if further information needed

Winter Work on the Nickey Line
Many of you walking the Nickey Line around Redbourn will have seen the considerable changes in the
landscape between Chequer Lane and the M1 tunnel. These changes are part of the Greenspace Action Plan
written by Countryside Management Service (CMS), and agreed between St Albans District Council and
Redbourn Parish Council.
Over the past two winters dozens of hazel trees have been coppiced by CMS and the Friends volunteers, letting
more light onto the path and stimulating the trees to regenerate and produce fresh growth. The removed
branches have been used to create dead hedges, which provide ideal habitat for invertebrates and nesting
birds. A clear area has also been created allowing a small orchard to be planted using local varieties of apples.
Roger Thornhill on behalf of the Friends
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The Redbourn U3A is now 5 years old!
And is going from strength to strength, with approximately 40 Interest Groups
currently and more coming on stream all the time. At the moment we have
around 360 members, with a number of people on the waiting list, so we must
be doing all right!
Our programme of talks so far this year has included topics as varied as the Disappearing Bee, Bill Hamilton’s
memories of being a reporter - the Man on the Spot, and Geoff Lambert with his dog Buddy telling us about the
work of the charity Medical Detection Dogs.
Members continue to enjoy theatre trips, quizzes, outings and holidays – all of which are well attended. This
year’s holiday will be to Wales in October, and there will be a visit to Dorney Court and Saville Gardens in May.
Our U3A has been receiving payments from the Ramblers Association over recent years as members (usually
from our Walking Group) have been participating in holidays run by the Ramblers Association. The amount
received by us to date is £500 and our members have opted to use the money to have a kissing gate erected on
the footpath by the Shell Garage on Redbourn Road. Congratulations to them!
Members of the U3A can also participate in Summer Schools, which take place all over the country and offer
courses in a huge variety of subjects. Wheathampstead U3A has also contacted us to see if there are ways in
which we might be able to undertake some joint ventures.
Many of our members have said that being part of Redbourn U3A has enriched their lives
– and they have got to know people whom they would never have met otherwise! The
motto of the U3A – Live, Learn, Laugh! is certainly going strong in our area! If you haven’t
done so before, come along to one of our monthly meetings and see if you feel like
becoming involved. Before you come, please email our Secretary, Anne Finnis, on
redbournu3asecretary@gmail.com to let her know.

CAROLINE FOSTER, U3A Newsletter Editor
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REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
Modern, fully equipped Rooms for Hire:
For further details contact the Clerk: 01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Main Hall

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.

The Conference Room

Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.
HIRE CHARGES per room (inc. VAT):
 Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit organisations: £20 per hour
 Businesses: £25 per hour or £22 per hour for 8+ hours / regular bookings

Working Parties - Updates
High Street Regeneration

Communications in the Community

We are currently in the process of engaging
with the local Redbourn business community,
looking at putting on a workshop to discuss the
High Street. If there are any businesses out
there interested in attending, please contact
us, details below:

The working party has talked to over 20 community leaders
and members of the Parish Council to better understand
how we need to improve communications. Proposed actions
will be approved by the Parish Council this Spring.

We know car parking is a massive issue for
businesses, visitors and residents. It was top
comment at the recent Christmas Markets
event, where we had a stall. The Parish
Council through the draft Neighbourhood Plan
(see the NP article in this newsletter for more
details regarding our local plan) have identified
two potential sites for car parking at both ends
of the High Street. In the meantime, the Parish
Council is working with St Albans District
Council, looking at re-introducing time
restrictions in the Village Hall and new
restrictions in Hawkes Drive car parks.
Finally, we welcome The Enchanted Tearooms
and wish them all the best. It’s great to see a
new business opening on the High Street!
More updates in the next issue…

We were told that existing notice-boards around the village
work well and the 3 x per year printed Parish Newsletter is
much appreciated and should continue.
Improvements to both of our web sites are needed as is our
usage of social media - whilst we all prefer face-to-face
contact, e-mails and particularly Facebook and Instagram
are increasingly a fact of life for both the young and not so
young!
If you have not already done so, take a look at:
www.redbournvilllage.org.uk
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: redbournvillage
Other proposals will tackle the following:
How can we ensure what we do, and why, is clearly
explained to the community?
How can the village community better access the Parish
Council directly?
How can we strengthen links between the Parish Council
and other organisations and community groups in the
village?
How can working practices in the Parish Centre be changed
to improve contact with members of the community?
More to come as the year unfolds...

Your thoughts, ideas and suggestions will be most welcome, email:
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC
07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dennis Bigham
07944 445350
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Vice Chairman RPC
Chair of Commons, Footpaths and Open Spaces
Committee
01582 792382 or 07860 631463
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ian Caldwell Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Steven Kidd
Chair of Finance & Policy Committee
07738 706679
cllr.steven.kidd@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Teresa Finnigan
07968 171654
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
_________________________________________

Alison Gardner Chair of Management &
Communications Committee
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ivan Hickmott
07977 476692
cllr.ivan.hickmott@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Pat Schofield
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
__________________________________________

District Councillors

County Councillor

Maxine Crawley
01582 793760
MaxineCrawley@aol.com

Annie Brewster
01438 832255
annie.brewster@hertfordshire.gov.uk
__________________________________________

Victoria Mead - details as above

Member of Parliament

Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

REDBOURN news
Advertise your business or event in the Redbourn
News. Published by Redbourn Parish Council, the
newsletter is delivered free to the 2300 homes and
businesses in the Parish of Redbourn.
Advertisement rates:
1/8 page £25
1/4 page £45
Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315
Contact the RPC Deputy Clerk for more details:
01582 794832
deputy.clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Bim Afolami
01582 761796
tory-herts@btconnect.com
bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk
www.bimafolami.co.uk

REDBOURN YOUTH CLUB
Reg. Charity No. 302451

Your village Youth Club for 7 – 13’s meets every
Tuesday in term-time, 6 – 8 pm at the Parish
Centre. Come along and enjoy games, music,
dance, films, tuck-shop, or just chill out with friends.
Occasional trips out for ten-pin bowling,
trampolining etc are also arranged. The cost is just
£3.50 per session, with reductions for siblings.
One or two new volunteers would be very welcome
to join our small committee and help us oversee the
running of the club. Meetings are held once a
month after the club session.
Please contact Pat Schofield, (Chair), on
01582 793096, email pandjschofield@talktalk.net
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