The Newsletter of Redbourn Parish Council

Autumn / Winter 2018/19

Redbourn Parish Council
The Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn, St Albans,
Herts, AL3 7LR
OPENING HOURS:
Monday – Thursday: 10.00am – 2.00pm
Friday: 10.00am - 1.00pm
Tel. 01582 794832
CLOSED: 24th Dec -2nd Jan inclusive

Classics on the Common, see page 9
ALSO IN THIS EDITION OF

REDBOURN news:
Fireworks Night
Christmas Market
Living Advent Calendar
Parish Council Working Party Updates

AND MUCH, MUCH,
MORE INSIDE!

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL:
Mrs. Chris Kenny
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
DEPUTY CLERK:
To be advised
FACILITIES OFFICER:
Zoë Urrejola
COMMUNITY OFFICER:
Becky Firth
WEBSITE:
www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
TWITTER: @Redbourn_Parish
FACEBOOK: Redbourn Parish Council
ROOM BOOKINGS:
01582 794832
Hire charges on page 26
COUNCILLOR CONTACTS:
See back page
CHAIRMAN:
Cllr. David Mitchell

Redbourn Parish Council wish you
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES Cllr. David Mitchell
New Clerk
I’m sorry to say that Nish Khanna, who has been our Clerk for the last three years,
has now moved on to pastures new. He has been a great asset to Redbourn Parish
Council and the Redbourn community in general and he will be much missed by us
all. We thank him for a job well done and wish him all the best in his new role as a
consultant on GDPR. However, I’m pleased to say that our new Clerk is Chris Kenny,
previously our Deputy Clerk. She now takes on the overall responsibility for clerking
the council.

Housing Development Update
Our planning consultants, Troy Planning, helped prepare Redbourn Parish Council’s representation to St Albans
District Council’s recent public consultation on their draft Local Plan. 5,500 new houses are proposed on greenbelt
in Redbourn Ward, of which over 3000 would be in the parish itself on the border with Hemel Hempstead. Our main
concerns are the extensive loss of greenbelt between Hemel and Redbourn village, as well as the lack of detail
regarding infrastructure provision. Given that Hemel also want to build over 5000 new houses on their side of the
border, it would seem that a lot more cross-boundary work has to be done before such a massive building project
could be regarded as viable. One additional concern is the possibility of M1 access at Redbourn village either as a
new junction 8a or in the form of extended slip roads from the Hemel Hempstead Road up to junction 9.
At the moment, land at N.E. Redbourn is not included in the draft Local Plan. However, the owners, The Lawes
Agricultural Trust (Rothamsted) believe it is an ideal site for 1000 new houses and community facilities that would
help regenerate the village (though no new secondary school). This development would be in addition to any
proposed housing on the Redbourn Parish / Hemel Hempstead border. Details of their plans can be found on their
website: www.landneredbourn.co.uk.
The District Council intend to submit their final Local Plan document to the government inspector in March of next
il.
year,
and Redbourn Parish Council will be taking an active interest in the process.

Merry Christmas
Finally, on behalf of all the staff and councillors at Redbourn Parish Council, I wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! Cllr. David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC.
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CLERK’S CORNER Chris Kenny
Many of you may know me because I have been the Deputy Clerk for the last 5
years, but I have now taken on the role of the Clerk to the Parish Council. We
are currently in the process of recruiting a new Deputy Clerk.
Here in the office, this time of year is busy, as we are involved in road closures
for the Firework display, Remembrance Day and the Christmas Market.
Preparations are also moving ahead for the festive lights.
We have a dilemma, as we really want to improve the festive look of the High Street, but are restricted by the
number of lamp posts that we can use. Many lamps are fixed to houses or buildings, some of which are
listed, so it makes it difficult to add more lights along the High Street. However, Cumberland Garden makes
up for any lack of festive lighting.
The staff in the Parish Council office will try and help with all queries, but there are some issues that are not
Parish Council responsibility and will need to be taken up with other authorities. You will see information
within this newsletter of contact details for St Albans City & District Council and Hertfordshire County Council,
to enable you to report faults directly to those that are responsible.

The picture is taken of me in slightly different surroundings to the Parish Centre!

Ken Hodson
Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Individual Tuition
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
 No fix, no fee for all repairs – you have nothing to lose.
 Low hourly rate.
 Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you.
 Problems with Windows / Applications / Games / Internet / networks
fixed.
 Friendly training and instruction available in plain English
 Advice given on upgrades – many older computers can be upgraded
at a fraction of the cost of a new machine.
 Upgrades of hardware and software carried out.
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Living Advent Calendar Venues
1st Dec

ST MARY’S CHURCH

2nd Dec

PONDSMEADE COTTAGE, WATEREND LANE

3rd Dec

3 SILK MILL ROAD (WEAR A FLAMBOYANT AND FUN HAT)

4th Dec

REDBOURN PRIMARY SCHOOL, LOWER SCHOOL HALL

5th Dec

CHRISTCHURCH, FISH STREET

6th Dec

REDBOURN SCOUT HUT

7th Dec

ST MARY’S CHURCH

8th Dec

REDBOURN METHODIST CHURCH

9th Dec

ST MARY’S CHURCH TOWERS

10th

ST LUKE’S SCHOOL HALL

Dec

11th Dec

REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

12th Dec

ST LUKE’S SCHOOL HALL

13th Dec

REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

14th Dec

ST JOHN FISHER RC CHURCH

15th Dec

ST MARY’S CHURCH
(BRING A SPARE CHRISTMAS DECORATION WITH YOU)

16th Dec

REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

17th Dec

CHRISTCHURCH, FISH STREET

18th Dec

90 HARPENDEN LANE

19th Dec

REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

20th Dec

CRICKETERS PUB

21st Dec

1 FLAMSTEADBURY LANE

22nd Dec

REDBOURN VILLAGE MUSEUM

23rd Dec

ORCHARD FARM CATTERY

24th Dec

ST MARY’S CHURCH

(YOU WILL NEED TO ARRIVE EARLY FOR TONIGHT’S SURPRISE, AS THE
CHURCH WILL BE VERY FULL. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SURPRISE WILL
BE 45 MINUTES LONG, RATHER THAN 15 MINUTES.
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Redbourn Christmas Market
Sunday 2nd December, 11am – 5pm
This year will be the 7th annual Redbourn Christmas Market - come along and
support this fantastically festive community event and kick off your Christmas!
This year there will be over 100 stalls selling a great variety of products, many made within our community. Food
and drinks will also be available to keep you refreshed, including a BBQ by the Cricketers and mulled wine and
mince pies. We have some great entertainment planned throughout the day, including Ebony Steel Band –
Europe’s leading steel band, as well as local performers. There will be many activities to keep the children
entertained too, including Christmas craft, Santa’s grotto, face painting and glitter tattoos. This year we have
some amazing raffle prizes on offer, including a John Lewis hamper worth £250 – please do buy a ticket as this
is one of the main ways we raise funds for the event. The Christmas lights in Cumberland Gardens will be switched
on by local panto stars around 4:15pm.
Look out for the free Programme with event details that will be dropping through your letter box a couple of weeks
before Market Day or visit our website: redbournchristmasmarket.com
Your support is greatly appreciated and we really look forward to seeing you on the day. We are still looking for
volunteers to help us with the event from setting up Christmas lights to selling mulled wine. If you can spare some
time, please visit our volunteer on-line sign-up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948a4ac28a3f94-redbourn1
Or get in touch: redbourncrhistmasmarket@gmail.com
The Redbourn Christmas Market is a not for profit event organised by volunteers for the benefit of the
community. All the funds raised go towards event costs and funding Christmas lights for Cumberland Gardens.

Redbourn Cars
Private Hire/Taxi
Your Village Service
for over 25 years
Local, Long Distance and
Courier Service

AIRPORT SPECIALIST
Volvo Saloon and Estate Cars
Accounts Welcome
Bookings 01582 793268
Richard & Louise

www.redbourncars.co.uk
Page | 6

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 45 Autumn / Winter 2018/ 2019

Redbourn Parish Council has a new sub-committee which is considering ways of revitalising the High Street.
One of the issues that is constantly being raised is inadequate parking, especially around the High Street
and other areas such as the industrial estate. There is an acute shortage of land in these areas and even if
the land was available, there would be many hurdles to overcome before new parking spaces would be
available.
There are alternatives to having new dedicated parking spaces and these arise from online firms using the
so called” sharing economy” to enable private parking areas to be rented by the general public. Redbourn
residents can use the online service to rent out their parking space, they will be benefitting the community
and making money. The parking space can be rented on a daily, weekly or monthly basis or even have a
long-term lease arrangement. If you live near the High Street or the Industrial Park and have a drive but do
not have a car, you could use one of the online parking sites to find drivers who are interested in renting your
parking area and, if you earn less than £1000 a year it is tax free. Unfortunately, you need to have access to
the internet to be able to use these systems as the majority do not use the telephone. Please be aware you
will not make your fortune, but you could make between £20-30 per week and benefit the community.
There are several online sites, and most are free to list and just charge a small percentage of your take
Please be aware that Redbourn Parish Council does not endorse any of these companies. The major firms
in this area are Justpark, Parklet, Yourparkingspace, Parkonmydrive and more general sites such as
Gumtree.
The Government states that a resident does not need planning permission to let one domestic parking space,
but if your house is mortgaged, you would need to ask permission from your mortgage company. If your
house is rented you would need to seek permission from your landlord. There is a comprehensive article on
moneysavingexpert.com on this subject, just enter ‘rent my parking space” into your search engine or email
me and I will forward you the link.

cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Parish Council Working Party Updates
High Street Regeneration

Communications in the Community

We are currently in the process of engaging with the
local Redbourn business community, looking at
putting on a workshop to discuss the High Street. If
there are any businesses out there interested in
attending, please contact us, details below:

The working party is now concentrating its efforts on
improving how we use our web site and social media to
communicate to and listen to our residents.

We know car parking is a massive issue for
businesses, visitors and residents. The Parish
Council is currently working with St Albans District
Council, looking at re-introducing time restrictions in
the Village Hall and new restrictions in Hawkes Drive
car parks, this is still on-going, hopefully there will be
an update in the next newsletter.
We will also be running our next campaign NO
IDLING, so keep an eye out for the posters in our
noticeboards and shop windows, let’s all try to
remember to turn our engine’s off and spare the air in
and around our village!

We are looking at ways to use our web site to help
residents enjoy a more efficient service from the Parish
Council and also make it easier for you to make contact
with either St Albans District Council or Hertfordshire
County Council when you want to report problems for
which they are responsible.
We recognise that increasing numbers of people in the
village are now using social media and especially
Facebook – Redbourners and Redbourn Parents
Network are both successful examples. We do not seek
to replace them but need to up our game in this regard
and ensure our Facebook and Twitter pages provide for
you an easy to access window for information, public
consultations and news about events. We also want to
have a means to ask you for your views on important
topics of the day and be able to reach people who might
not usually have contact with the Parish Council.
So as a start why not sign up. Go to Twitter and / or
Facebook, search for Redbourn Parish Council and
click on "Follower" or "Like".
Your comments will be most welcome!

cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
cllr.ivan.hickmott@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Redbourn: "Run, Ride, Rest and Roam"
We are exploring a new initiative to help historic Redbourn become the leisure and fitness centre in
Hertfordshire.
Redbourn already has a flourishing reputation based on a re-invigorated Leisure Centre, for cycling
through the Bike Loft and The Hub and for running via the on-line community, Run Redbourn.
With this as a foundation we can brand Redbourn as the place to "run, ride, rest and roam". A venue for
as our
a start
why
sign up.
GoSomething
to Twitter for
and /
cyclists, runners, walkers and anyone who wants to So
enjoy
many
richnot
heritage
sites.
or
Facebook,
search
for
Redbourn
Parish
Council
everyone - both residents and a means to attract visitors from outside and help revitalise our High Street.

and click on "Follower" or "Like".

The aim is to offer targeted runs, rides and walks to suit kids, seniors and fitness-oriented folks - in fact
anyone and everyone.
If you are interested, we think a first step would be to put
together
a small
team
to get welcome!
us started ...... fund
Your
comments
will
be most
raising, publicity events and marketing, leaflet production, web site and social media campaigns etc
Contact Ivan Hickmott via e-mail, social media or on 07977 476692.
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Redbourn Classics Motor Show & Village Fete
Thank you to everyone who supported the Redbourn Classics Motor Show & Village Fete in September
and to all the volunteers who helped on the day; the sun shone, and thousands of people came out to
enjoy a great day for all the family. The event raised £12,425; this money has been given to The
Friends of St Mary’s (a conservation charity which looks after the preservation of St Mary’s Church,
Redbourn’s only Grade 1 listed building and its grounds for use by the village) and Redbourn Care
Group (a charity which aims to combat loneliness and increase mobility for residents of Redbourn). In
addition, £2,000 was given to the Redbourn Village Museum’s on-going fundraising for the “Portico
Appeal”. These were not the only organisations to benefit as 25 local community groups and other
charities, including the Guides, Scouts, Redbourn Players, Friends of the Nickey Line, Redbourn in
Bloom, Ver Valley Society, Repair Shed and Redbourn Library, joined in to have stalls as part of the
Village Fete to raise money or promote their activities.
More than 280 classic vehicles (25 years +) were on display on the Common including cars, trucks,
motorbikes and tractors, and a display of modern supercars at the Museum. There was fun for all the
family with a bell ringing tower, kiddie’s go-karts, fairground rides and a bouncy castle. Entertainment
was provided by Missing the Ferry, Mr Collie Wobbles’ magic show and Redbourn Folk Club.

The success of the event demonstrates how caring Redbourn is and many people have commented
on the friendly, happy atmosphere and the numbers of people at the event on the day. There are lots
of photos of the show on the website www.redbournclassics.co.uk
We would like to thank our sponsors: Redbourn Auto Solutions, The Holly Bush, Statham’s Motor
Engineers, St Albans Van Hire and Fine & Country for supporting the event, and Redbourn Parish
Council for allowing us to use the Common.
We plan to run the next show on Saturday 7 September 2019, but we do need an army of volunteers
to make it successful. We are recruiting more helpers now ready for 2019 so please get in touch if you
would could help for 2 hours on the day: redbournclassics@gmail.com

Redbourn Classics Committee
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My Care Record will help deliver better co-ordinated care
People in west Hertfordshire will shortly benefit from better, joined-up care thanks to a new programme which
gives health and care professionals the ability to view medical records during treatment.
Health and care professionals need to access information in order to make the best decisions about a patient’s
diagnosis and treatment. My Care Record will help this to happen more quickly and accurately.
My Care Record does not share your record but provides trained professionals access to view information
relevant to your care and treatment.
Initially, My Care Record will be available only in Watford General A&E Department, but further departments
will follow.
Patients can opt out through their GP surgery if they do not want to make their information available.
Please visit www.mycarerecord.org.uk to find out more or email enquiries.hvccg@nhs.net .
Sample Tweets
My Care Record allows health and care professionals directly involved in your care, access to information
about you. More at mycarerecord.org.uk
My Care Record will provide better co-ordinated and seamless care. More at mycarerecord.org.uk
My Care Record will deliver quicker diagnosis and treatment. More at mycarerecord.org.uk
My Care Record will reduce paperwork and repetition for the people directly involved in your care More at
mycarerecord.org.uk
My Care Record allows for safe and secure decision making. More at mycarerecord.org.uk
Health and care professionals directly involved in your care will have access to your GP record at Watford
A&E. More at mycarerecord.org.uk
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Run Redbourn! at the Herts 10K
The annual Herts 10K walk/jog/run event took place this year on 14th October, starting and finishing in
the Rothamsted Estate. Despite the heavy rain and consequently very muddy course, there were over
1400 finishers. Our local running group, Run Redbourn! was incredibly well represented for the third
year running at this event. Many managed to get personal best times, despite the conditions.
Run Redbourn! run leader Dave Saunders had organised 3 runs leading up to the event of 7, 8 and 9K
to prepare many of those not used to the distance to feel more comfortable. During the last of these, the
runners took on “the hill” from the Herts 10K course, which many said they were very pleased to have
practised beforehand! Sarah Woodruff commented: “the gentle increase each week with such a friendly
bunch helped me to get to the start with confidence. It wasn’t about whether I’d get round but just how
long it would take me!”
Two very successful finishers were Cam and Lexi Schultz. Both completed a 0-5K beginners running
course with Run Redbourn! and both finished comfortably under an hour. This is an incredible
achievement to go from “not being able to run to the end of my road a year ago” to running 10K in an
excellent time.
Ivan Hickmott benefited from Run Redbourn! training runs in the 3 months prior to the race, having last
run the Herts 10K in 2014. “I may not have quite met my personal target on such a rotten day but Run
Redbourn! has inspired me to do it all again! All thanks to those short runs and long runs with friendly
folk providing company, humour and encouragement.”
Very well done to all who took part! (With apologies for the lack of a full group photo, due to the numbers
of Run Redbourn! runners and the wet conditions on the day!)
If you are interested in joining the Run Redbourn! running community, please search for Run Redbourn!
on facebook. If you’d like to join one of our organised runs, please take a look at what’s on offer on our
Run Together website page: https://groups.runtogether.co.uk/RunRedbourn
We run regularly on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays; with a buggy run group on a
Friday morning. We cater for all paces.
Author: Rachel Mackie, Run Redbourn! Founder

Run Redbourn! at the Herts 10K (below, Lexi and Cam Schultz far right)
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For the past 2 years the Hollybush has actively
supported MIND, the mental health charity with
fundraising to date of nearly £10,000 focused
upon an annual 7-aside football tournament,
family fun-day, raffle and auction, plus other
events throughout the year.
October saw the first Quiz Night in aid of MIND
and we were delighted with the support from the
village, with over 40 participants and generous
donations of raffle prizes from local families and
businesses, helping us to raise nearly £500.
Brakspear, the Henley-on-Thames based Pubco
who own the Hollybush, have also now adopted
MIND as their corporate charity partner for 201819, meaning that events such as have taken place
at the Hollybush recently will now be replicated in
around 150 other local communities throughout
the South of England, hopefully raising many tens
of thousands of pounds more for a charity which
helps fill the gap between the services available
through the NHS, and the growing need for
mental health support in a society in which 1 in 4
is likely to be affected at some point in their lives.

Caroline Foster,
Newsletter Editor

REDBOURN U3A celebrated its 5th birthday in July with an Afternoon Tea at Luton Hoo in the Walled
Garden. It was a fabulous day weather-wise, and in addition to some lovely food there were specially
designed celebration cakes baked and iced by our very own Janet Burdock, the event ended in a musical
extravaganza from the ‘Ol Packers Ukulele group! A wonderful occasion to commemorate the success of
our U3A.
Redbourn U3A continues to grow in numbers and expand in the number of Interest Groups we have. There
really is something for everyone, and new groups come on-stream regularly.
We have had visits to places of interest such as Dorney Court and Moreton-in-Marsh and Chastleton House.
Interest groups continue to visit places as diverse as places of worship and the Postal Museum! Some of
our members have led guided walks for other groups around places like St Albans. Another U3A holiday –
this time to Wales - is taking place very soon, and of course the Festive Season would not be complete
without visits to a Christmas Fair – this year we go to Waddesdon Manor – and our Christmas Meal at
Redbourn Golf Club.
Our speakers have included talks about Wormwood Scrubs, Knebworth and the Lytton family, and the John
Lewis Partnership. Rev Will Gibb told us about his £10 Jailbreak and we had a visit from the Pearly King of
Finchley. To top it all the Redbourn Players enlivened our AGM with a specially written series of sketches!
As you can see, we have spent another year enjoying ourselves – and learning whilst enjoying! If you think
you would like to join us, come along to one of our meetings, which take place in the Village Hall on the
afternoon of the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Before you come, please email our Secretary, Anne Finnis,
on redbournu3asecretary@gmail.com to let her know.
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Ver Action Group First XI Prepare for Action on The Ver near the Chequers Pub

OPEN MEETING
TUESDAY 26th February 2018 -7.30 pm
Redbourn Village Hall – Centenary Room
WETLAND WILDLIFE, Speaker John Tyler
John Tyler studied Zoology and Conservation before working for many years setting up and managing
nature reserves including one in Kent where a wetland habitat was created from a former gravel pit site. A
well as birds John is real expert on insects and his photos are amazing.
Non-members are always welcome to attend our meetings and they are still free entrance to all. However,
we do request a minimum voluntary contribution of £2 pp.
If you are interested in your local natural environment, why not join us and help us protect and enhance the
Ver. Contact me if you are interested – only £8 per annum and you get free pack of our 8 circular walk
leaflets plus the 17-mile river trail.
As well as our indoor meetings we run the “Ver Action Group” on one Saturday morning each month where
we clear footpaths and debris from the river. If you are interested in taking part contact: Richard Wallis 01582 794332 – richard_wallis @btconnect.com
For further information or to join contact John Fisher – 01582 792443 or email john.fisher@btclick.com or
visit our website www.rivever.co.uk
Our new update website should be available by the time you read this.
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Recognising and valuing volunteers: how lucky is Redbourn Care Group to have such a committed
bunch of volunteers………………five active volunteers have a total of 153 years between them! The
longest serving has given 34 years and four others were also recognised for having over 25 years each:
Lyn Paynter, Jenny Wynn, Connie Crawley, Diane Whiskin and Shirley Holtey.
In addition, six car drivers, couriers and minibus drivers retired this year after long service: John Fisher,
David Waghorn, Brian Brasier, Alasdair Auchinvole, Maxine Kerry and John Bartlett. These people’s
generous contribution was acknowledged at the AGM on 18 October in the Village Hall.

Redbourn Care Group often benefits from local
donations. Redbourn Redkites Netball Club recently raised
money at their raffle and together with sponsorship money
from Sarah Evans’ Half Marathon gave the proceeds to the
Care Group. Many thanks to them and to all who make such
valuable contributions, helping the charity achieve its
important mission of seeking to alleviate loneliness.

Wendy Bloisi is trekking to Machu Picchu in May 2019 and
seeking sponsorship which will be donated to RCG. The trekking
is from 6 to 8 hours a day and is over four days starting at an
altitude of 3350m rising to 4600m. She will be trekking on the old
Inca trails through remote areas. Wendy has a love of walking,
though not the fastest as she believes in the journey rather than
the destination. She knows this will be tough but has stamina and
is determined to complete the trek. She has already started
practicing, so you may see her around Redbourn, sometimes with
her dog, please feel free to join her! Wendy has set up a My
Donate Page. If you would like to support her and RCG, use this
link:
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/wendybloisi1
Alternatively, email:info@redbourncaregroup.co.uk or leave your
contact details at the office: 01582 794550 weekdays 9.30-12
noon.
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REDBOURN POLICE ARE GIVING AWAY
FREEBIES!
PCSO PEDUTO

Number Plate Screws
Please join us in Redbourn Industrial Estate, by Redbourn Auto
Solutions, on Saturday 17th of November, from 11.00 am to
12:00, to have a free fitting of security number plate screws

Vehicle Crime Prevention
Please also join us On Wednesday 5th of December at
Redbourn Parish Council, for our Vehicle Crime Prevention
event, aimed at protecting your van or car. We will be offering
advice and literature to prevent vehicle crime.

Redbourn Folk
Redbourn Folk meets every Thursday in the Old School Room behind the Hollybush Pub in Church End.
Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy an evening of acoustic music – whether to sing, play, join
in a chorus, or just listen.
For more information, check the website www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk
On Thursday December 13th there will be a rather special performance by popular local trio Said the
Maiden, (pictured) when they will be saying goodbye to founder member Hannah, who grew up in
Redbourn and whose voice, fiddle, accordion and mandolin have been part of the sound since they first
sang in public, which was, of course, at the Redbourn Folk Club over seven years ago.

Hannah, Jess and Kathy discovered a mutual
love of folk music after spending their school
years together in St. Albans and have since
appeared at festivals and concerts up and
down the country.
www.saidthemaiden.co.uk
Said the Maiden will be back with a new
member in 2019, and tickets for their final
appearance on December 13th are now
available and may be reserved by
email,
jen.home@talk21.com
Jenny McNaught
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REDBOURN
FIREWORKS
NIGHT
I hope you’ll agree that this year’s display went off with a bang! Fantastic Fireworks have been doing this
event for many years now and each year, seem to manage to get better and better and we thank them for
their work and efforts in making this such a successful event.
You may not know, but this event is completely self-funding and costs £6,500 to put on; money to run the
event comes through sponsorship, Cricketers quiz night, raffle tickets and bucket donations, so we are most
grateful to those that donate in these ways. If we don’t cover our costs each year, the event cannot be run
the following year.
Like all events, there is a lot of work involved in making it happen and we would like to give our heartfelt
thanks to the following:











Fantastic Fireworks
Sara West, for her brilliant and entertaining commentary
Our local sponsors (detailed below), along with raffle prize donors (detailed below)
Redbourn Scout Group, for loan of equipment
Brendan of BMW Audio, for providing the PA system and additional commentary
Ian Wooding-Jones of Redbourn Auto Solutions, for transportation and a set of car park lighting
Mr Fenson, for the loan of stakes for the fencing
Our army load of unpaid volunteers, who set up the commons, rattled buckets, sold raffle tickets,
guided traffic and crowds, picked up litter, dismantled fencing and road signs, counted and bagged
money collected; this would not happen without you.
And most of all, thanks to those of you who donated funds, either by filling the collection buckets, or
buying raffle tickets. This ensures that we can put on another firework display next year!

This year, Mario Violentano will be stepping down as Chair of the firework working party and we thank him
for all the work, time, effort and support that he has given this event.
This means that we have a vacancy – if you are interested in getting involved in this community led event,
please contact Chris Kenny, Clerk at Redbourn Parish Council, on 01582 794832 or
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk to find out more.
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Firework Night Raffle Winners:


















Tea for two at Luton Hoo, donated by Fireworking party
Meal for Four, donated by Hollybush Pub
Meal for two, donated by Chequers
Afternoon tea worth £50, donated by Aubrey Park Hotel
Tickets for show, donated by Redbourn Players
Fish and Chips for two, donated by Old Cottage Chip Shop
Meal voucher for £20, donated by Charcoal Grill
Bottle of Prosecco, donated by George Pub
Cream Tea for Two, donated by Enchanted Tea Rooms
Gift sets, donated by Crown Pharmacy
Bottle of Wine, donated by Coop
Pot plant, donated by Arrangements
Gents Hair Cut, donated by The Village Barber
Voucher, donated by GeGe Hairdressers
Animal treats, donated by Nine Lives Vets
Box of Quality Street, donated by Co-op
Box of Celebrations, donated by Co-op

Stacy
Chris
Flica
John
Dave
Helen
Dave
Martin
Paul
Mark
June
John
Penny
Kirsty
Mike
Kev
Daniel

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TO LOCAL SPONSORS:
STATHAMS MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD
Commercial vehicle recovery and repairs
Commercial Yard, Watling Street
Dunstable
01582 8433220

R S HARDING FCA
Chartered Accountants
Mercer House, 15 High Street
Redbourn
01582 794864

CHANGING VIEWS
2a Crown Street
Redbourn
01582 794138

HOLLYBUSH PUB
Church End
Redbourn
01582 792423

WEYMANS
Village Stores
High Street
Redbourn

HERTS TUTORS
42 Redbourn High Street
01582 467 467
www.hertstutors.co.uk

M O’BRIEN
Sponsoring the 1st Prize for the Raffle
01582 840045

HERTS COMPUTER CENTRE
54a High Street, Redbourn
01582 792739

THE CRICKETERS PUB
For donating quiz night proceeds to the firework
display

REDBOURN AUTO SOLUTIONS
For much needed help in transporting lighting
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COMMONS COMMENTS Cllr Colin O’Donovan
Chairman of Commons & Open Spaces Committee
Parking
The overflow carpark is now closed for the Winter and repairs to damaged areas
will take place. Please park appropriately and not on the Common – there are two
car parks provided so these should be used. Parking around Redbourn continues
to be a problem and we would ask you to park considerately.

The Common
It has been agreed that a grass covered bund (a mound) will be created along the edge of the Common from
the car park by Cricket Pavilion along to the junction by Lybury Lane to deter cars mounting the common from
the kerb.

Cumberland Gardens
Cumberland Gardens will once again host the Christmas Market on 2nd December so will be closed Friday,
30th November and Saturday 1st December for set up.
There have been some problems with the lighting in the Gardens, but this is being investigated and hope to
be resolved soon.
We are planning a programme of planting to provide some more colour in the Garden areas.

Play Areas
We are aware of some repairs that need carrying out in both East Common and Long Cutt.

The Moor/River Red
Work is planned to dredge/clear out some areas of the River Red in accordance with the Countryside
Management Plan.

Through Cllr Brewster’s locality budget, we have been given some funding for 2 additional cycle
racks which will be installed by the Hub and Weymans.

Through Cllr Brewster’s locality budget, we have been given some funding for 2 additional cycle racks which
will be installed by the Hub and Weymans.
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Citizens Advice St Albans Supporting Older and/or Disabled People in Redbourn
For the last year, Citizens Advice St Albans District has been running a project to help people apply for
disability benefits. The project has been extremely successful helping over 250 people with new
applications for benefits, renewals and appeals. However, it was noticed that Redbourn people were underrepresented, perhaps due to the distance from our St Albans office, and so we have decided to extend our
service offering locally in Redbourn.
If you live in Redbourn and one or more of the following applies to you:
You are over 65
You have a long-term physical or mental health problem
You have problems with mobility
You are a carer
I can offer you advice on:
welfare benefits
managing on a low income
energy cost-saving
local activities and support groups
local options for help with transport
We can also help you apply for a Blue Badge, Older Person’s travel cards, or taxi vouchers.
I will be out and about in Redbourn from November and will be happy to meet up with you. We do have an
outreach clinic in Redbourn every other Monday morning at the Parish Centre, but recognise that may not
be convenient for everyone so we will look for other opportunities to meet with you.
To find out more, phone Citizens Advice St Albans on 01727 811118, or drop in to the Redbourn Outreach
at the Parish Centre (every other Monday from 12th November) and leave your contact details for my
attention.
Maxine Bromyard
Citizens Advice St Albans District

HIGHWAYS
It is Hertfordshire County Council’s responsibility to maintain roads,
pavements and street lights.
To report a fault, please visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk and logon to
‘Potholes and Faulty Street Lights’, on the home page.
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What an exciting time for Redbourn Community Library! We celebrated
our new Thursday opening hours on 18 October with our Open Day!
We were fortunate enough to be joined by FJ Campbell, local author of
No Number Nine and Olive Hickmott, who’ll be holding workshops at the
library to help children who are struggling to grasp reading. Please ask
about our free workshops. The next workshop will take place on 27
November.
The children enjoyed the Rhyme and storytime taster sessions with
Bookstart Bear! All are welcome to join us for the free weekly sessions
they take place on a Friday; RHYME TIME at 10am we have a fun filled
singing session for babies and toddlers and STORYTIME at 3:45pm
different stories are told each week!
We had the AGM the same evening and discussed the fantastic things we have done this year including
the Summer Reading Challenge; we had around 140 children participate, we hope you all enjoyed it!
We spoke about all the exciting things we have coming up this year at the library. Russell Barrow Principal
Librarian for West Herts, spoke about the new Library, which is being built onto the existing Fire Station. It
is due to be operational by May 2019. There will also be a new crossing on the road near the library. We
look forward to welcoming you all. The Lamb Lane Library will be fully functional until then so be sure to
visit us there too!
In the meantime, we will have a stall at the Redbourn Christmas Market on 2 December. We look forward
to another
busy AGM
year for
Redbourn
Library,
which is completely
Volunteer led and always
We
had the
the
same Community
evening and
discussed
the
looking for more volunteers to help.

fantastic things we have done this year including the
NEW OPENING
HOURS
Summer
Reading
Challenge; we had around 140 children
participate,
we hope
you all enjoyed
it!
MONDAY TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
and FRIDAY
2pm - 6pm

THURSDAY
SATURDAY
9.30am things
– 12.30pm
We
spoke AND
about
all the exciting
we have coming up
this
year
at
the
library.
Russell
Barrow
Principal
Librarian for
Written by Cara Brazier, Volunteer Redbourn Library.
West Herts, spoke about the new Library, which is being built
onto the existing Fire Station. It is due to be operational by
May 2019. There will also be a new crossing on the road
near the library. We look forward to welcoming you all. The
Lamb Lane Library will be fully functional until then so be
sure to visit us there too!

In the meantime, we will have a stall at the Redbourn
Christmas Market on 2 December. We look forward to
another busy year for Redbourn Community Library, which
is completely Volunteer led and always looking for more
volunteers to help.
NEW OPENING HOURS
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 2pm 6pm
THURSDAY AND SATURDAY 9.30am – 12.30pm
Written by Cara Brazier, Volunteer Redbourn Library.
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THE FUTURE OF REDBOURN COMMUNITY
LIBRARY

HOW TO KEEP WARM IN WINTER
 Several thin layers of clothing will keep you warmer than one thick layer,
as the layers trap warm air.
 Check whether your electric blanket can be kept on all night.
 Use a hot water bottle, wheat bag or electric blanket to warm your bed.
 Leave your oven door open after you have cooked your dinner. Why
waste the heat?
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Christmas is Coming…at ChristChurch Redbourn
If there was ever a time to celebrate, Christmas is it! “I bring you good news of great joy that is for all the
people: Today, in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you, He is Christ the Lord.”
At ChristChurch, we take celebrating this great truth seriously and all our celebrations are open to the whole
village community! We would love to meet you and welcome you in this Christmas.

Munch and Natter Christmas Lunch – Friday 7th December (12.30pm)
An absolute treat of a Christmas meal + dessert + carols…all completely free! If you are in the retired
community, we would love to welcome you in! Contact Keely to book a place (07792 970177).

Gingerbread House Making – Saturday 15th December (3pm – 5.30pm)
This is a wonderful and very popular event for all ages, which will be fully booked! Contact Lou
(loubailey@btinternet.com or 07931 758743) to secure a spot ASAP.

Family Carols – Sunday 16th December (10.30am)
Do join us at our building in Fish Street for an all age celebration of Christmas! Starfish nativity and tasty
Christmas treats included.

Carols by Candlelight – Sunday 23rd December (7pm)
Join as we turn off the lights, light the candles and have a more traditional time of Christmas Carols and
readings. Delicious refreshments to follow with mulled wine.

Christmas Day – 10am
All are warmly welcome to join us on Christmas Day at Fish Street for a short, family friendly service
celebrating the birth of our Saviour.
For more information on any of the above events please head to our website

www.christchurchredbourn.org.uk

UPGRADING STREET LIGHTS
Hertfordshire County Council have a programme to upgrade street lights to LED lights due
to be completed by Spring 2020. By changing to LED’s, they will



Use less energy which is better for the environment.
Be connected to a central management system, so we can easily find out if there is a faulty
light.
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Neighbourhood Watch
NHW is about residents vigilence within their surroundings. If something is amiss,
call the police on 101 or 999. The recent spate of car thefts had 80% due to
vehicles being left unlocked. Please lock doors when away from vehicles. With
cold mornings coming, don’t leave your car warming up and go back indoors.
As the evenings draw in and the curtains are drawn, please stay vigilant. Be aware
of uncharacteristic activities around. For more information visit
www.herts.police.uk/protectyourhome
Queens Award for Voluntary Service
In June, Hertfordshire was awarded the Queens Award for Voluntary Services.
The county now has 140,000+ homes registered on OWL.
In Redbourn, registrations continue to rise with 54% of the village signed up.
If you are not registered and would like to join, you can register on www.owl.co.uk

NHW Conference
In September, HertsWatch held a conference for NHW county volunteers and associated Police leaders.
Delegates came from countrywide and as part of the St. Albans District, Redbourn played a key role,
having our own stall.
Redbourn Senior Forum
During September, Redbourn NHW (Including our PCSO) organised the first “Redbourn Senior Forum”
in the Redbourn Parish Centre.
The vision was for a forum where local businesses and organisations could meet residents of Redbourn,
in a friendly environment to give advice and support on issues relating to health, safety, legal, financial,
security and recreational activities.
There were 29 exhibitors (and a waiting list). About 100 people attended. The event was sponsored by
the Parish Council, Nisa, (providing the refreshments) and Print Force (providing publicity material).
Cyber Security
We all need to stay vigilant on Cyber security. Computers, tablets and phones should be protected with
up to date protection software. Are yours? If you suspect cybercrime activity, please forward it to Action
Fraud at http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ or ring them on 0300 123 2040
OWL Protect http://owlprotect.uk/
This is an on-line shop selling security and safety technology to help keep us safe. A recent addition, a
tracking GPS enabled watch for those with a tendency to “wonder off”. Ideal for older people, people
living with dementia or disabilities.
Stay safe this winter and keep your home and valuables protected. Please contact me for information
and advice on NHW.
Malcolm Wickens, NHW Ward Coordinator Redbourn
malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com
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The Fastest Growing Health Crisis of Our Time
Type 2 diabetes is a serious metabolic condition that can lead to devastating complications. It’s the leading
cause of heart attacks and strokes, blindness and amputation. It’s also associated with a significantly
higher risk of cancer and dementia. There are now 3.7 million type 2 diabetics in the UK, a number that
has doubled in the past 19 years and is set to rise. Type 2 diabetes costs the NHS £10 billion a year, a
figure that represents 10% of the entire NHS budget and is increasing every year. This is unsustainable.
We also now know that in most cases type 2 diabetes is reversible with lifestyle changes.
Thrive, at Redbourn Physio Clinic is tackling the problem
at a local level with a 10-week lifestyle programme led by
healthcare professionals that focuses on the root causes
and empowers participants to improve their health with
sustainable lifestyle changes. The results from the first
course have been very exciting. All participants with
diabetes or prediabetes reversed their conditions coming
off diabetic, blood pressure and other medications. In
addition, participants who needed to, lost a substantial
amount of weight and reversed conditions such as nonalcoholic liver disease.

I was afraid of going blind because of my diabetes!
I was diagnosed with type 2 diabetes 12 years ago and recently developed serious eye complications,
which I was told could lead to blindness. Thrive gave me the tools to take back control of my health. My
eye condition has now significantly improved, I have reversed my diabetes, come off diabetic medication
and lost a stone in weight.
Ralph Parry (St Albans)

The Thrive Course has literally been life changing.
I’ve been overweight for many years and was diagnosed with prediabetes a few years ago. I’ve now
reversed the prediabetes and my blood sugars in the normal range. I’ve lost a stone in weight, three
inches from my waistline and the migraine headaches I’d suffered daily for over thirty years are
gone. General aches and pains are vastly improved, I sleep better and have more energy than I have
had in a long time. I highly recommend Thrive to anyone whose health is at risk from obesity, metabolic
syndrome, diabetes or is pre-diabetic as I was. Alexis (St. Albans)

Redbourn Physiotherapy, 21 High St. Redbourn, AL3 7LE
T: 01582 794441 Email: diane@redbournphysio.co.uk

REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS 2019
Each year Redbourn Parish Council awards grants to local residents and organisations to
support events and projects that benefit the Redbourn community.
If YOU need help with funding, we may be able to help. Contact the Clerk for further details:

clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk or tel. 01582 794832
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63 High Street, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7LW
Office email: office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Office phone: 01582 792822
RVH Mobile: 07712 658587
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Clerk to RVHMC Office open: Tue, Thur & Fri
9.30am to 11.30am (during school term time)
Please email/leave a message at all other times

I am delighted to report that the planned improvements to the Main Hall are almost completed; wooden
floor sanded and re-varnished; celling lights replaced with brighter more economical LED’s; new
substantial sound system, including a replacement hearing loop (thanks to the Co-Op’s Community
Charity Award); a new system of mood down-lighters enabling the colour of the hall to be programmed to
any colour and change pattern of choice; all the window curtains and blinds replaced (thanks to
Redbourn’s “Changing Views”); new stage curtains are up (thanks to #TescoBagsOfHelp) and we even
have a big glitter ball (thanks to the Friends of St Marys’) The next scheduled improvement is the
repainting of the Main Hall wall’s.
The room improvements along with our new equipment; medium function tables; drinks/poser tables
(thanks The Cricketers); chairs (thanks Redbourn U3A); crockery and cutlery (thanks to TalkTalk); hot
water/drinks heater (thanks Redbourn Christmas Market) mean that the Main Hall is a great venue for all
sorts of parties and events. All you need now is a phone for the music, and drinks to have a great event
at a very affordable price. A 4-hour daytime weekend children’s party hire is £60, and a Saturday night
party hire is still only £155. The photos below show the Main Hall recently set up, decorated with
streamers and using our new lights, for about 100 guests.

My final task as Chair of the RVHMC is the replacement of the wheelchair platform lift (with enormous
thanks to the St Albans Old Peoples Trust) and I hope by the time you read this it will be completed. My
two years as Chair of the RVHMC have been very interesting, though challenging and I would like to thank
Joanna (Clerk) Steven, Ken, Dennis B, Caroline, Mario, Jan, Ian (RVHMC) Dennis R and Kath
(Caretakers) and all the lovely users of RVH for their support and help. I wish Caroline much success as
she takes on her new Chair RVHMC role. (By Jane Owen, Retiring Chair RVHMC).
To see “What’s on in RVH” please check www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk or the RVH notice boards.
Facebook: redbourn-village-hall

The Friends of RVH

RVHMC

Pinterest: Redbourn Village Hall

You can give support by

Do you have business and practical
skills that you would like to put towards
a rewarding community project?

Twitter: @RedbournHall
Instagram: redbournvillagehall
Google +: Redbourn Village Hall
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Organising fund-raising events
Volunteering some time
Making donations
Details on RVH website or in RVH
Office
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REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
Modern, fully equipped Rooms for Hire:
The Main Hall
12 metres x 8 metres
Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80 people seated.
Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.
Wifi available throughout the centre free of charge.

The Conference Room
A carpeted room 9 metres x 7 metres
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

Hire Charges Per Room (Inc. VAT):
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit
organisations: £20 per hour.
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour or £22 per
hour for 8+ hours / regular bookings
Use of well-equipped
kitchen included

Discounts if both rooms are booked together
Discounts for Youth organisations
AV facilities included (please request at time of booking)

For further details contact the Clerk: 01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Think you need medical help right now? Call 111
Think you need medical help right now? Call 111

You can help us help you get the right medical attention urgently. Our fully trained
advisors are available 24 hours a day and can put you straight through to healthcare
professionals.
Call 999 in a medical emergency. This is when someone is seriously ill or injured and
their life is at risk.
Medical emergencies can include:
loss of consciousness, an acute confused state, fits that aren't stopping, chest pain,
breathing difficulties, severe bleeding that can't be stopped, severe allergic reactions,
severe burns or scalds.
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell, Chairman, RPC
07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dennis Bigham
07944 445350
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan, Vice Chairman RPC
Chair of Commons, Footpaths and Open Spaces
Committee
01582 792382 or 07860 631463
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ian Caldwell Chair of Planning Committee
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Steven Kidd
Chair of Finance & Policy Committee
07738 706679
cllr.steven.kidd@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Teresa Finnigan
07968 171654
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
_________________________________________

Alison Gardner Chair of Management &
Communications Committee
01582 793710 or 07801 658965
cllr.alison.gardner@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Ivan Hickmott
07977 476692
cllr.ivan.hickmott@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
Pat Schofield
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
__________________________________________

District Councillors

County Councillor

Maxine Crawley
07958 997779
MaxineCrawley@aol.com

Annie Brewster
01438 832255
annie.brewster@hertfordshire.gov.uk
__________________________________________

Victoria Mead - details as above

Member of Parliament

Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

Bim Afolami
01582 761796
tory-herts@btconnect.com
bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk
www.bimafolami.co.uk

REDBOURN news
Advertise your business or event in Redbourn News. Published by Redbourn Parish Council, the newsletter is
delivered free to the 2300 homes and businesses in the Parish of Redbourn. Advertisement rates:

1/8 page
1/4 page
Half-page
Full-Page
Double-Page

£25
£45
£85
£165
£315

Contact the Clerk for more details: 01582 794832 deputy.clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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