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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES Cllr. David Mitchell (time of printing
Annual Parish Meeting There was a good turnout at the Annual Parish Meeting on 25th April.
Apart from the reports from myself and the chairs of committees, it was chance to hear how those
organisations who had been awarded a Parish Council grant were intending to spend it! It’s always
interesting to learn about the work of the various community groups, and it’s a reminder of how lucky
we are in Redbourn. As always, the highlight of the evening was the award of the Redbourn
Community Champion.

Redbourn Community Champion 2019 This year’s “unsung hero” of our
community and recipient of the Redbourn Community Champion shield is Inger Cooper. She
recently celebrated her 90th birthday but age has not stopped her from all the work she does
for the Care Group including running clients to various hospital appointments. You will also
see her regularly delivering various flyers and news sheets for good causes within Redbourn.
So thank you Inger for all you do.

Local Elections Thank you to everyone who voted at the local elections on 2nd May. All but two of the previous parish
councillors were re-elected. Sadly we say goodbye to Alison Gardner and Ivan Hickmott. Alison has been a dynamic
councillor especially in her work as Chair of our Management and Communications Committee. Ivan, who stepped down at
the election, has showed great energy and expertise in helping to set up councillor and residents working parties such as the
High Street Regeneration Working Party. Recently he created the “Active in Redbourn” project as an umbrella organisation
for, as it says on the can, getting people involved in activities in Redbourn. Both Alison and Ivan will be greatly missed as
councillors.
However, we welcome back Cllr David Fenton, a former Chairman of the Parish Council, who many of you may know as the
man who does the Christmas lights on the Old Dairy Farm! We are also joined by Symon Vegro who also has worked
previously as a councillor, in Stockport. I’m sure the Parish Council is going to benefit greatly from their experience.
I would also like to thank Maxine Crawley who, following a move to the West Country, stepped down as a St Albans District
Councillor. As many of you know, she was a diligent and dedicated Redbourn Ward councillor who will be sorely missed. Her
place has been taken by non-other than yours truly. I thank you for voting me in, and I hope I can do as good a job as Maxine
over the next few years.

Finally I would like to thank our office team for taking over the editing and production of “Redbourn News” from me. Zoe
Urrejola did the last edition, and this is one has been produced by Becky Firth. Keep sending in the articles, and remember
we rely on advertising to pay for it!
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CLERK’S CORNER Chris Kenny
This edition of the Newsletter welcomes Vicky Kidd, our new Deputy
Clerk. Vicky joined in January and has taken up the challenges of
Parish Council life with enthusiasm. Many may know her through her
work and involvement with the PTA at Redbourn Primary School.
Welcome to The Team!
Inconsiderate parking still seems to be a problem in and around the Village. Please
note that if you witness a vehicle parking incorrectly you can call St Albans District Council’s Traffic
Enforcement hotline number on 01727 845 283. We have had success in stopping persistent offenders
on Lamb Lane by contacting this number so would encourage you where possible to utilise this service.
The budget for the current year, 2019/20, was set at the same basic level as last year, uplifted by 1.64%
to cover expected inflationary growth in costs. That added around £2 a year to our precept (based on a
Band D property), lifting it to just over £100 for the year. This compares to a 2.4% increase for St Albans
District rates generally.
Where will we be spending the money? For the 2019/20
financial year the precept will be £235,300. Roughly 34% will
be spent on maintenance of the common and open spaces,
plus various parish assets around the village. Another 31% will
go to the Parish centre and Parish team. 20% is to be spent
on Administrative and communication costs, 12% on grants
and the remaining 3% for the PCSO.
This year we have deliberately increased the money available
for grants, from £22,000 last year to £28,000. We believe that for relatively modest amounts, the Parish
Council is able to support a whole range of village events, clubs and support groups that significantly
enrich the quality of life in the village for all residents.

Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr. Teresa Finnigan

Since the Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation last year, we have been working hard to
process the comments made and to progress and update the Neighbourhood Plan (NP). We have
assembled all the documentation ready to submit to St Albans District Council (SADC).
Understandably progress and decision making of the NP has always been closely aligned with
the development and progression of SADC’s Draft Local Plan. There are a few matters in the NP which
depend upon this Local Plan successfully passing and being declared sound by the independent
Inspector. We will have a much clearer idea of timescales on this by the Autumn.
One of the sites in our NP, Scout Farm where there are two developers involved one of which recently has had planning
approval granted by SADC, application no: 5/2018/1334, if anyone would like to take a look.
Redbourn Parish Council submitted an objection to this planning application on the grounds it contravenes Policy 1
(Building in the Green Belt) in SADC’s current 1994 Local Plan and that it was in our NP. We had allocated approximately 18
houses, an orchard, cycle ways and a car park, across the two combined sites, not 5 executive houses on one of these
sites.
Upon hearing the news, the Parish Council were very disappointed, we have since spoken with SADC who have said there
were exceptional circumstances for this site to be taken out of the Green Belt and it would appear very little weight was
given to our NP as it has not been passed yet, which is down to SADC’s ongoing delay in not progressing their plan.
We are currently accessing the implications of this site with regards to our NP as well as any further push from other
developers who may now also chance their luck!
Lastly, we would like to thank Becky our Community Officer for progressing this to completion, it’s been a huge
undertaking to get to this point.
In the meantime, we have working parties addressing issues identified by residents as being important to the village like
“Friends of the High Street”, more on this inside this newsletter on page 15.
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COMMONS COMMENTS Cllr Colin O’Donovan
High Street Clock The clock in the High Street has not been keeping time correctly, it is currently out
for repairs but do not fear it will return in due course.
Cumberland Gardens We are currently working with Redbourn in Bloom with the aim to add a bit
of colour to the Gardens.
Entrance verges to Village from Nickey Line Bridge Work is in progress to cut back foliage along the
road at the entrance to the village. It is planned to plant more bulbs for next year.
Nickey Line - Repairs Countryside Management Services (CMS) under Herts County Council have
plans to resurface access at the north and south side of Chequer Lane entrances in 2019. CMS have a
limited budget so have requested a contribution from the Parish Council to carry out the works on the south side, which we
have agreed.
Grounds Maintenance Contract We have gone out to tender with the Grounds Maintenance Contract and are in the process of appointing the contractor.
Overflow Carpark on the Common This is now open on the left-hand side until work to install grass covered bund (a mound)
is completed. The reason Councillors have decided to construct this 50cm high mound is that we are experiencing a number
of vehicles mounting and dismounting the kerbs on to the Common, along the stretch of the Common on Hemel Hempstead
Road, during and after the overflow car park has closed, causing damage to the Common. By constructing this mound, it is
hoped to protect more damage to the Common. Access to the overflow car park is still via the main car park. To manage the
wear and tear at the entrances to the overflow car park on the right-hand side, we now have three entrances, and these will
be used in rotation to allow the other areas to minimise further damage to the other two entrances and allow them to repair
for next season.
Cricketers Pub Soak Away Flooding issues have been experienced where tables and chairs are placed outside the Cricketers
Pub. This is due to poor drainage particularly when there is heavy rain. After a site meeting, it was agreed that best way
forward was to dig in some trenches, remove the existing surface, add hardcore and cover with gravel.
Play Areas All play areas passed their annual inspections, with a few minor repairs to be completed. Whilst the swing in
East Common is still awaiting a part (being shipped in from abroad), the
damage does not have an impact on safety. Hopefully this will be repaired
by June
Flamsteadbury Lane Did you know that there is newly installed outdoor
gym equipment outside the play area at Flamsteadbury? As the weather
gets warmer, why not take the opportunity to try it out.…
Events We can confirm that we have given permission to the following local
events to use the common this summer:
Circus Normandie Show from 7th - 12th May
Folk on the Common 9th June
Fete de Velo on the 30th June
Redbourn Classics Motor Show and Village Fete 7th September
Please come and support these fantastic community events
whether it’s just turning up on the day or volunteering.
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SUPPORTING PEOPLE IN REDBOURN
Maxine Bromyard
Citizens Advice St Albans District runs a fortnightly drop-in service at the Parish Centre. We
offer free, confidential and impartial advice, and our goal is to help everyone find a way
forward, whatever problem they face.
The service is open from 10 am to 12 pm on the second and fourth Monday in each month.
In addition to this, we want to reach Redbourn people who find it difficult to access our services for any reason. If you live in
Redbourn and one or more of the following applies to you:
 You are over 65
 You have a long-term physical or mental health problem

 You have problems with mobility
 You are a carer

I can come to see you in Redbourn wherever and whenever is convenient. I can offer you advice on areas such as:
 Welfare benefits
 Managing on a low income
 Housing

 Energy cost-saving
 Local activities and support groups
 Local options for help with transport

We can also help you apply for a Blue Badge, Older Persons Disabled travel cards, or taxi vouchers.
As you may be aware, Citizens Advice St Albans is a charity and we rely on community grants
for much of our work, such as the support we get from the Parish Council, for which we are
very grateful. We have also been lucky enough to be chosen as a local cause by the Co-op,
until the end of October 2019. You can help us by signing up to Co-op membership and nominating us as your cause, at
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/24996. 1% of members' spend on Co-op branded goods goes towards our funding,
which will add to the existing grant and help us support more people in Redbourn
To find out more, phone us on 01727 811118 or you can email me on maxine.bromyard@castad.org.uk
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High Street in Bloom
A new competition for Redbourn shops and business

Efforts are well underway by both the community-led “Friends of the High Street” and a Parish Council working
party to make our very own High Street a more attractive and welcoming place to work in, shop and visit. As part
of this we would like to announce a new and innovative competition – open to any shop or business.
Reasons to enter:
 Be a more successful and welcoming business or shop
 Get expert help
 Make your own unique contribution to regenerating our High Street
 Prize (apart from the publicity of winning) will include a behind the scenes guides tour of the Xmas

Selfridges window displays and lunch in their roof top restaurant.
What we are looking for:
The search is on for both the very best and most improved display, be it a street facing window or
internal display. Whilst competitors are free to do whatever they want, we are encouraging a floral /
horticultural theme – how can using flowers and plants inside and out create a better looking environment? We
also want to encourage the community more widely to get involved and invite anyone with floristry and plant
design and craft skills and interest to offer their help to participating shop and business owners in putting
together their displays. Judges are Morag Hickmott, Senior Creative Manager for Selfridges Windows & Susan
Stacey from Redbourn in Bloom.
Timing May – July 2019
Judging on-site will take place in mid-late July. Entry forms (simple format) to be submitted by the 15th June. We
have deliberately timed this competition to coincide with both Redbourn in Bloom`s local awards for shops and
business (hanging baskets & containers, gardens) and our entry as a village to Anglia in Bloom. The aim is to
maximize our chances!
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Redbourn U3A continues to thrive, with
over 300 members now!
As ever, our monthly meetings are well attended, giving
members an opportunity to meet up, find out what has
been happening, join Interest Groups, discuss the many
activities which are going on, and enjoy the talks, given by
a wide range of speakers. Talks so far this year have
included one from an author about her books based on personal links from the First and Second World Wars, tales
of Old London, and Unlikely Positions in Unlikely Places – which was, believe it or not – about our speaker’s journey
learning about yoga! Our April meeting will enjoy music from the Dacorum Choir. A real mixture!
We already have a holiday to Derbyshire arranged for September, and in December will be going to the Thursford
Christmas Spectacular. In addition there are always theatre trips and other outings for members to enjoy. And this
year we have a new event - a 50/60’s evening planned for August, with a live band and
supper!
If you think you would like to join us, you are welcome to come along initially to one of our
meetings, which take place in the Village Hall on the afternoon of the 3rd Wednesday of
each month. Before you come, please email our Secretary, Anne Finnis, on
redbournu3asecretary@gmail.com to let her know. If you like what you see and hear, and
want to join us, please contact Ian Caldwell, our Membership Secretary on
redbournu3a@gmail.com. Membership costs a very reasonable £16 per year!
We look forward to seeing you!
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BE PART OF A GREENER REDBOURN Tony Bartlett
Allotment gardens have been a distinctive feature of our national landscape for
centuries. Originally these small plots of land came
about when landowners with a social conscience saw the plight of the hungry rural
poor displaced by Enclosure Acts. Later, with the growth of Industrial cities and
cramped terrace housing, space was found to create more allotments as green
spaces in rapidly spreading conurbations. The number of
allotments reached a peak during World War II
responding to the slogan “Dig for Victory”. Numbers have
since declined although recently, perhaps linked to
various television programmes promoting a healthier life
style, there has been resurgence in demand for plots.
We are fortunate living in Redbourn with 80 allotments on three sites and only a short
waiting list on one site. At the outset a plot would have been 10 poles, an old measure of
land area (300 square yards), now, with the challenge of managing such a large piece of
land, a plot is usually half this size, still more than enough to produce fruit and vegetables to keep a family of 4
supplied for much of the year (with some surplus for family and friends!) In Redbourn double plots are available for
the more ambitious and smaller starter plots are offered for those whose time is limited, or perhaps just want to find
out if this is a leisure activity they will enjoy. The annual fees are incredibly reasonable.
The allotments are home to a most diverse community, keen to share experience and know how,
willing to support and encourage, a tranquil place to forget the stresses of everyday life, to
commune with nature. See the Robin, cheeky, beady eyed, waiting for the titbit as you turn the
soil on a crisp frosty December day or smell the ripening strawberries on a languid early summer
evening, and it will keep you fit and in the fresh air. You will find an amazing range of produce
being grown on the allotments in Redbourn. Nothing matches the flavour of fresh fruit and
vegetable on your table within an hour of harvest, carried a short distance home, with no plastic
boxes, cling film or cardboard wrapping. What is not to love about your very own allotment plot?
Come and join us in the Redbourn Allotment Association.
Check our website at www.redbourn-allotments.co.uk; search for us on Facebook or email us at
info@redbourn-allotments .co.uk.
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Neighbourhood Watch
NHW is about residents vigilance within their surroundings. If
something is amiss, call the police on 101 or 999.
Our village membership continues to increase and now covers 56%
of Redbourn households. The St. Albans and City District we are
part of now has 146,500 members covering 32% of households.
With spring, summer and lighter evenings coming we all open
more windows and doors. Be sure to close and lock them when you
go out. We remind everyone again to lock their vehicles when left
unattended.
Please stay vigilant. Be aware of uncharacteristic activities around. For more information visit
www.herts.police.uk/protectyourhome
If you are not yet a member of NHW we welcome you to join. You can register on www.owl.co.uk
or contact us via my email below.
It costs you nothing other than giving us your name and contact details and we ask you to be
vigilant along with your neighbours. You can receive regular notifications regarding issues within
the area
Cyber Security
Unfortunately, these crimes are still on the increase. We all need to stay alert. Computers, tablets
and phones should be protected with up to date protection software. We remind you too, be very
alert for emails or phone calls that are not from whom they may originally appear. Genuine
agencies and companies will never ask you to provide PIN numbers, bank account details or
transfer money to locations you do not positively know and have verified. Unless you are
absolutely sure, don’t do it without checking via a different communication method. If you
suspect cybercrime activity please forward it to Action Fraud at
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ or ring them on 0300 123 2040
Priority Setting with Police
At end of March the local district proposed various issues they wished the Police to focus upon
for the next 6 months. The following priorities were agreed.
 Fly Tipping
 Drug dealing

OWL Protect http://owlprotect.uk/
An on-line shop selling security and safety technology to help keep us safe. Items include Wi-Fi
enabled video doorbells and cameras that can alert you to and record callers at your property
whether you are at home or away.
Stay safe this summer and keep your home and valuables protected.
Please contact me for information and advice on NHW.
Malcolm Wickens
NHW Ward Coordinator Redbourn
malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com
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REDBOURN IN BLOOM Cllr. Pat Schofield
Local Competitions – June.
Our local competitions will be judged at the end of June. Categories
include Front Gardens, (Large, Medium, Small and Drought), Pubs, Shops,
Businesses, Community Buildings, Sheltered Housing, Schools, Playgroups and
Allotments. Short-listing for the gardens will begin in May. Awards will be
presented at our Social Evening in August.
Anglia in Bloom – July.
The regional judges will visit Redbourn in July – date to be announced. Please
help us to keep the village looking tidy and colourful. Our suggested colour
scheme for summer planting in the High St. area this year is a very vibrant red,
orange, yellow, blue and white. If you can add to our displays with your own
hanging baskets, containers and flower beds we’ll really appreciate it!
Day Trip to Hyde Hall – Tues. 13th August.
Join us for a visit to RHS Hyde Hall in Essex. Leaving Redbourn by coach at
9.15 am, the trip will include a guided tour of the gardens and a talk on Dry
Gardens. Enjoy lunch in the restaurant, or bring a picnic. £18 for members,
£20 for non-members. Contact: Terry Hunt, 01582 792363.
New Members Welcome.
Join Redbourn in Bloom for just £5 per household per year. Your subscription
will help towards our planting projects. We have activities and events
throughout the year. Please contact Pauline Williamson on 01582 792931,
email: mp.williamson@btinternet.com
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We Need You Redbourn!!
Ok, so who attended these fabulous Redbourn events over the past year.........?





Redbourn Fun Run



Redbourn Fireworks

Redbourn Classics Motor Show & Village Fete



Redbourn Christmas Market
the list goes on.......

What do these have in common with community organisations such as Redbourn Care Group, the Library and Redbourn
in Bloom?
Answer - you will see the same nucleus of volunteers helping with them all.
Would you be surprised to learn that most of the volunteers helping at Redbourn Classics last year were from Harpenden?
These events will not continue unless the bank of volunteers increases dramatically - yes, that means YOU!!
For example, with Redbourn Classics, all that is asked for is 1-2 hours on the day of the event, we particularly need helpers
on the 4 public entrances collecting donations (must be over 18) and giving out stickers (children are welcome to come and
help with this), a gazebo, table and chairs are provided so you can sit down while you are helping. We also need marshals
especially for the public and blue badge parking.
We can all find excuses but if that was the same for all of us, Redbourn wouldn't have these fantastic events.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and if you're prepared to be approached, please contact Deana Barge on 01582
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Photo by Annie Griggs

Redbourn Christmas Market 2019
HELP required urgently please!
This year’s event, to be held on Sunday 1st December, will be the 8th Redbourn Christmas Market.
There will be all the usual attractions, with stalls in the Village Hall, the High Street and Cumberland Gardens,
entertainment throughout the day, lots of hot food on offer, Santa’s Grotto for the children and some new
additions for 2019 too.
Bookings for stalls opened in April and we have already received many enquiries. If you are interested in taking a
stall, please go to our website – www.redbournchristmasmarket.com to find out more or email us on
redbournchristmasmarket@gmail.com
We can also offer a small number of Charity Stalls (at half the standard price) for local people who wish to raise
funds for their favourite charity.
But as well as taking bookings for stalls there are a range of other tasks involved in helping to make a successful
Market. And that is why we are asking for your help.
There are currently just 5 of us involved in preparing for the Market and at least 2 of us will be standing down at
the end of this year, so it is vital that we find some new helpers to join us soon, to work with us on the preparations
for this year’s event. We are very conscious that if we do not find additional people to join the team, the 2019
Redbourn Christmas Market may well be the last one.
So, if the idea of being involved appeals to you, please do get in touch. This does not have to involve a regular
commitment or attending Committee Meetings - we would welcome help with a variety of tasks, including social
media, arranging the entertainment, sourcing prizes for the Raffle, helping with stall holder bookings and
preparation of the Programme.
Please call either Caroline (07787 510222) or Alex (07977 150347).
Redbourn Christmas Market Committee
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FREE FAMILY BOWLS
EVERY 2ND SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH!
Come and try Bowls for all the family at
Redbourn Leisure Centre’s all-weather
Bowling Green. There is a free session
every month on the second Saturday,
starting at 11 am. It’s good fun, and you
F R E E FA M I LY B O W L S S E S S I O N
don’t have to be an expert! Help is
AT R E D B O U R N L E I S U R E C E N T R E
available for beginners, and the Redbourn
Playing Fields Trust has provided some colourful sets of smaller bowls for juniors. There are also plenty of sets for
adults to borrow. Please wear flat shoes, and warm clothes if the weather is chilly! Refreshments are available in
the Centre, and you will receive a warm welcome.
You can play casual bowls at any time, on a pay-as-you-go basis. Just ask at Reception, or ring 01582 626202 to
book.
Redbourn Bowls Club, based at the Centre, always welcomes new members. We have an informal “roll-up”
session every Monday and Friday at 10 a.m., when newcomers are welcome to come and join in. If you would like
more details, please contact our Chairperson, Margaret Davis 01582 799075, margaretfdavis@virginmedia.com
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Friends of the High
Street
Previously known as, High Street Regeneration, it
has made some real progress over the past year (it was originally set up to look at ways the Parish Council could
help support our High Street). We have since had two public workshops with local residents and members of the
business community and have welcomed some familiar and new faces to the team.
History - Were lucky to have a local resident, Joyce Clayton who has spent several years putting together a
history of our local streets and buildings, this is currently being put onto the Redbourn Village Online website.
We aim to launch this on-line history by holding an event prior to it going live in July.
Business Workshop - took place back in January, discussed, “changes they would like to see and ideas of
attracting more visitors, customers and shoppers to the High Street”. After much discussion a priority list was put
together comprising - providing a regular market, a TLC plan and campaign for the High Street, have a
community shop and business hub, new signage, especially on the By-pass, capitalise on Redbournbury Mill, try
to fill all vacant shops and offer “pop-ups”, explore opportunities to improve the High Street during the evenings.
Village Market – provisional date for our first market is Saturday the 22nd June between 12.00 and 4.00pm in the
Village Hall. Were currently liaising with stallholders, if any of you are interested, please do contact Teresa,
details below. Humberts an antique evaluation company will attend to do an Antique’s Road Show event. We
want to see a good range and balance of stalls and be eco-friendly, such as bring your own bags and container
initiatives. Please do keep an eye out on social media, village websites and noticeboards for further updates.
Met with SADC to walk the High Street, a priority list was put together, they will look at the current parking
overall in the High Street and its design and were now on their existing work programme, we watch this space!
Friends of the High Street Workshop – took place in March, discussed “In what ways can the community come
together to contribute to making the High Street something we are proud of and what “look and feel”
Improvements do we want to see introduced” “How can our High Street get the “TLC” it deserves” Potential
actions were suggested, many overlapping the previous Business Workshop:
 A charity and / or community shop

 Hanging-baskets / floral displays

 Traffic flow / parking improvements

 Campaign to support local shops and businesses

 A High Street cleaning programme and rota

 Empty shops improvements / appearance

 Street signage improvements

 Street lighting / street paving improvements

 Walks and Heritage trail (DIY blue plaques)

 Better bus services - environmentally friendly

These actions need your help, you may be interested in getting involved, we would love to see members of the
community coming together bringing their energy, time and commitment and hopefully make a contribution for
the collective good of our High Street. If there are any individuals or local organisations who would like to get
involved, please contact either Ivan or myself, details below. A few of these are currently underway, along with
our Active in Redbourn and High Street in Bloom initiatives. More details on pages 20 and 6 respectively.

cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.u
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REDBOURN COMMUNITY LIBRARY Cara Brazier
It’s been a busy few months at
Redbourn Library! Over Easter
we held rock-painting
workshops. Thanks to
everyone who came along, we
saw lots of fantastic art and
amazing concentration! If you
haven’t collected your rock yet
head down to the library soon.
Perhaps you could hide your
rock around the village for
others to find.
The volunteers are getting ready for the big move to
join our friends at the fire station; you will see that the
building is almost complete. We hope to move over
summer, keep an eye on our facebook page for details
of a moving date!
Did you know that Maxine, our Citizens Advice representative, is available at
the library every Thursday morning? No appointment necessary.
The Library will be hosting a stall and a ‘storytime’ session at the
Redbourn Pre-school fun day on Saturday 29th June (10.30 am –
1pm). There will be a bouncy castle, children’s activities and some
wonderful raffle prizes on offer; at the Methodist Church Hall;
everyone is welcome (£1 per adult – children free). Why not pop
by and see us!

The Summer Reading Challenge will take place again over
the Summer. The challenge encourages children aged 4 to
11 to read six library books over summer. This year’s theme
is SPACE CHASE! The challenge will be launched mid-July,
come to the library, or see facebook for more information.
Rhyme (10 am) and Story time (3:45 pm) run every Friday in
term time. We are looking for volunteers for both sessions.
Contact redbournlibraryvolunteers@gmail.com if you can
help.
The library is open Mon/Tue/Wed and Friday 2 – 6 and Tues and Sat 9-12, please continue to support
your volunteer run library: Borrow a book, a jigsaw or a talking book, use the computer, read the newspaper or come to an event. Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Office email: office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Office phone: 01582 792822, Mobile: 07712 658587
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Clerk to RVHMC Office open: Tue, Thur & Fri9.30am to 11.30am
(during school term time)

The Redbourn Village Hall Management Committee (RVHMC) were delighted that Councillor Rosemary Farmer,
The Right Worshipful the Mayor of the City and District of St Albans kindly accepted the RVHMC invitation to
visit us in Redbourn Village Hall. The RVHMC wished to acknowledge our thanks to the St Albans Old Peoples
Trust www.staopt.org for their generous contribution towards the cost of the new replacement wheelchair access platform lift in the entrance hall, which means that Redbourn Village Hall (RVH) is once again accessible for
all to enjoy.
The Mayor accepted our thanks and officially opened the lift (left photo
includes the Mayor, RVHMC, Redbourn Care Group and a performer!)
during the “Frolics in February Show”, because it was a great opportunity
to see how vital the lift is for some RVH users. Janet Crawley and her
team from St Matthews care home in Redbourn organised the variety
show for their residents and any Seniors in Redbourn to enjoy an afternoon of shared fun. Many
local performers sang and danced and the Redbourn U3A Ukulele band “The Ol’Packers” had everyone joining in (right photo)
Thank to all the volunteers who helped and the kind people who
donated the lovely food for the afternoon tea.
To book a Hall/room, see “What’s on in RVH” please check
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk or the RVH
noticeboards.
Facebook: redbourn-village-hall
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1st
Redbourn Rainbows
3rd Redbourn
Brownies
1st Redbourn Guides
1st Redbourn Rangers
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk/girlguiding

Redbourn Girlguiding has been in the village for over a 100 years! In October we opened a new
Rangers Unit (right photo – Redbourn Rangers on Remembrance Sunday) so now girls can follow
their Girlguiding journey from aged 5 to 18 here (left photo). Girlguiding UK have just introduced
a new exciting programme that offers the girls and volunteers fun, adventure and the space to
discover their potential. www.girlguiding.org.uk
New Leaders are urgently needed
to take over 1st Redbourn Rainbows (girls aged 5 to 7) from this
September. After running 1st Redbourn Rainbows for 20 years Angie, aka Dove, is stepping down.
Thank you to Angie and Beth for all their wonderful Guiding in Redbourn, you will be very missed.
We are still looking for Leaders for Redbourn Brownies (girls aged 7 to 10) too.
By volunteering with Girlguiding, you can help us create amazing opportunities and fun
adventures for girls in Redbourn. There’s a new programme to follow and full training is given,
plus there’s lots of support from the other Redbourn Girlguiding Leaders.
Please email firstredbournrangers@outlook.com to find out more.
Snowy Owl
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ON THE BUSES! Cllr. Maria Maynard
I am very pleased to report that not only have we managed to secure
our Sunday bus the 357 for another year, but we actually have a new
bus to ride on!
For those residents who were regulars on the old bus that will definitely
be a bonus! I did a survey on several Sundays on the old bus and I am
not sure how I survived, being tossed about while trying to interview
people about their travel needs and destination.
However it was worth it, as we managed to prove that the bus was well
used and necessary to many people.
The bus stops outside Nine Lives in the High Street at approximately
10.06, 12.36, 13.36 and 18.06. It is the same bus that travels all day and
completes a circular route from Redbourn to Harpenden, Batford,
Wheathampstead, Sandridge and finally St Albans station.
For further information you can contact www.intalink.org.uk
Please use the Sunday Bus and all the other routes as much as possible.
The new contract for the Sunday Bus with Vale Travel runs from 21st
April 2019 for 1 year only but if it and other services prove not to be
financially viable they will be cut. It really is a case of use it or lose it!

REDBOURN FIREWORKS
The Fireworks committee as we know it formed in circa 2000 (about 20 years ago)
after a few years break due to Health and Safety concerns around the use of a Bonfire,
and the effect on the environment.
Councillor Colin O’Donovan persuaded the Parish Council to restart the fireworks
celebrations as a separate self-funding concern, in a new format - with any profits
generated being donated to local Charities. The newly formed fireworks working party
relaunched the fireworks night as we know it today, reintroducing the Fairground to help
fund the event - but no longer with a bonfire, just a fireworks display.
The first year in the new format was a resounding success - with the event paying for itself
before a single firework went off. As the years have gone by, and the costs increased, this
event would not be able to take place each year without the help and support of Volunteers,
Local Businesses and also the assistance of the Deputy Clerk - with administration and
organising the road closures etc.
Looking ahead to this year’s display on Saturday 2nd November, the committee continue to meet on
a bimonthly basis and are always looking for new volunteers to join. They are also in great need of
volunteers on the day, in various different capacities - ranging from car park attendant to shaking
collection buckets. Without enough volunteers on the day this event becomes harder and harder to put on.
The Fireworks Committee will have a stall at the Classics on the Common on Saturday 7 th September selling
raffle tickets and signing up volunteers. Please do come along, say Hello and sign up to help where you can.
We are pleased to inform you of the very generous Sponsorship from M O’Brien this year, who will be
providing a lighting tower to enable a safe journey from the car park to the fireworks action and also the First
Prize for the Raffle, a £200 voucher!
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A HEALTHIER REDBOURN FOR ALL?
Discover how with ‘Active in Redbourn’...
One day, local resident Ivan Hickmott was out
walking his golden retrievers, marvelling
about the glories of living in Redbourn. He
considered how it is not only a great place to
walk with dogs but cyclists, cricketers, runners, bowlers and
countless other Redbourn residents take part in a vast array of
local leisure activities. At the same time he considered how this
may not be the case for many; and the potential beneficial impact on the community being more active could have.
So ‘Active in Redbourn’ was brought to life by a group of enthusiastic members of the Redbourn community who felt, like Ivan,
that we should celebrate and enhance the value that ‘being active’ brings both to physical and mental wellbeing.
The initiative aims to promote and support leisure, recreation and sport for people inclusive of any age, ability and interest in the Redbourn area. It would be great to see more
people in the village join in all the wonderful activities that are already taking place.

What can I expect to see from this initiative in the near term?
In addition to supporting ongoing activities, the group aims to deliver three projects in
2019:
1.

Documenting key walking, running and cycle routes in/around Redbourn

2.

Installing at least one drinking water fountain in a prominent position in the village

3.

Creating a ‘Redbourn Mile’ around the Common; to encourage regular short activity
for all

We already have an exciting list of other initiatives to tackle. However, we are open to
and would welcome further support from anyone who has an idea or would like to join
our group to make further projects happen!
What’s next..?
Active in Redbourn is hosting 3 events at this year’s Fete du Velo on 30th
June:
9.30 am

3K run on closed roads

10.00am Scootathon: the popular part scoot, part run is back!
1100am

The “Redbourn Mile” - the inaugural mile around the common.

Please come along and support these events. All will be available to sign up on the
day.

And beyond?
We would love to see our village recognised externally as somewhere which takes the
well-being of the community seriously. Aspirationally, it would be great to be known as
the most active village in Hertfordshire, or indeed, the UK.
activeinredbourn@gmail.com
@activeinredbourn
www.activeinredbourn.co.uk (coming soon)
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REDBOURN CARE GROUP STREET CONTACTS
John and Pauline Ridgwell
John and & Pauline Ridgwell are now the co-ordinators for Redbourn Care Group Street Contacts,
following on from Steve Lillywhite who performed this role for many years.
Street Contacts welcome new residents to their area, deliver a village information pack and explain
and promote the services on offer from the Care Group as and when needed.

Registered Charity no. 297955

There are currently 45 streets with a Street Contact and 33 streets with a vacancy, including: Aysgarth Road, Chequer
Lane, Holts Meadow, Hemel Hempstead Road, Long Cutt, Saberton Close and Stephens Way, to name just a few.
The aim, as before, is to extend cover by actively recruiting new Contacts. There are a number of ways to achieve this,
including direct approach, targeted leaflets, general advertising and integrated working with Neighbourhood Watch
members.
Street Contacts are wonderful examples of Redbourn’s caring community. If you would like to be the friendly face of
Redbourn Care Group in your street, then please contact John and Pauline directly (01582 626055 or
john-r@ntlworld.com) or the Care Group Office (01582 794550 or info@redbourncaregroup.co.uk).

Sponsored Trek to Machu Picchu in aid of Redbourn Care Group
Our good friend Wendy Bloisi will be following the old Inca trails to Machu Picchu, Peru
this month, hoping to raise a good sum of money for us. Her walk is self-financed, so every
penny you donate goes to the Care Group, helping us to provide our valued local services
to Redbourn residents, so please go to https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
wendybloisi1 and give generously.
The Care Group Office at the Village Hall is open 09.30 - 12 Mon – Fri
Tel: 01582 794550
Email: redbourncaregroup@btconnect.com
Website: www.redbourncaregroup.co.uk
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REDBOURN VILLAGE MUSEUM THE PORTICO PROJECT
Graham Lawrence
It is now just over three years since the late Geoff Webb alerted the museum’s trustees
to the possibility of retrieving and preserving the Redbourn House doorway ‘portico’ for
the village.
Thanks to prompt action and determination by some of our Trustees curators and
supporters, the stonework was dismantled at St Albans Museum and brought to Silk
Mill House by local builders, Messrs Halsey.
Work began at the end of September with the aim of concluding early this year.
Everyone who has seen what has been achieved has been very impressed with the result. The chosen location
seems just right, and the high standard of workmanship has given our museum a new focus as well as providing it
with an important artefact of Redbourn’s past days and a strong connection to the Royal family of which the village
can be proud.
The Trustees were very fortunate in being able to secure without charge the generous services of several people,
all of whom brought skills critical to various aspects of the project.
Ken Hart was the installation designer and consultant structural engineer; and we were also fortunate to acquire the
services of Mr. Austin Trueman, a local practising professional engineer, who provided professional indemnity
(again at no cost) which secured the project’s legal standing. We must also not forget the Parish Council who
endorsed the planning application and gave us permission to proceed.
Of course, no project wishing to succeed can start without necessary funding in place, and the fund-raising team
were given help and practical advice by Jenny Gilmore and her husband. The funds were kicked-started by a
generous legacy from the late Geoff Webb’s estate, and this, together with other legacies, voluntary contributions
from many local people, Weymans and a generous donation from Classics-on-the-Common have all helped
enormously. We also received a grant from the Locality Fund. .
Our Fund-raising team have been very active over the year and supported by many people – too many to mention
individually. Events which helped included the successful Art Show, Steam Event and a series of very popular
dinner parties hosted by Diane Whiskin.
The fundraising is not yet over as we still need to complete the secret garden behind the portico, erect brick pillars
for 2 masonry heads which once graced the gardens of Redbourn House, complete a pathway and create some
storyboards to tell the tale of this achievement.
We are aiming to complete this work well before the 15th June which is the date for the grand mid-summer official
opening of the Redbourn Museum Portico. We are hoping others closely-connected with the museum who have not
yet contributed may also choose to help us in the next few months.

REDBOURN VILLAGE MUSEUM EVENTS
Pauline Ridgewell

Last year, Redbourn Village Museum attracted more than 2000 visitors during opening hours and at popular events and fundraising activities. We hope to see even more
this year, especially Redbourn residents who have admitted that they have never
visited their local museum. Visitors from Harpenden, Hemel Hempstead and
Dunstable tell us that they would love to have a museum such as ours!
Bank Holiday Monday, May 27th Redbourn in
Steam Beautiful traction engines, large and
small, in steam from 11 to 3 pm, plus other vintage vehicles, an exhibition of model engines and
rides on a miniature railway provided by St. Albans Model Engineering Society. Admission £2
adults, £1 children includes museum which is
open until 5 pm.
Sunday June 9th – Cakes and Pictures for the Portico – we will be selling “yummy” cakes
and pre-loved pictures to raise funds to complete our Portico Project in conjunction with
the “Folk on the Common” music event, organised by Redbourn Folk Club. Visit our stall
on the cricket pitch, from 2 to 6 pm.
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Thrive is a ground-breaking lifestyle programme empowering you to take control of your health. It’s suitable
for people with lifestyle medical conditions such as type 2 diabetes, prediabetes, obesity, high blood pressure,
abnormal cholesterol and for those who want to improve their health. This evidence-based course, is led by
health professionals and focuses on the root causes of these conditions. The results so far have been very
exciting with most participants reversing their diabetes, prediabetes and other
conditions.
No longer prediabetic and off medication!
I was diagnosed in April 2018 as being pre-diabetic. The whole course was very informative and all of the 3 instructors
were very approachable and encouraging. As a result, I changed my diet and in 6 months I lost over a stone in weight.
I’m no longer pre-diabetic, my cholesterol has reduced and my blood pressure is lower, so that I am no longer on
medication for it. I would recommend the course to anyone who finds themselves in a similar position as I was. Alison
( St Albans)
Thrive has changed my life. It’s as simple as that!
Some routine blood tests showed that my insulin levels were high because of what I was eating. This is where Thrive made
such a difference! The course gave me the knowledge about eating healthily, controlling my cravings and most importantly
understanding the consequences of what I was eating. The results are incredible! I have lost most of the weight I have gained
over the past years, my skin looks great, my cellulite gone and I feel super energetic. Many thanks to the Thrive team for
changing my life! Dani (St. Albans)
It takes place in a friendly and non-judgemental environment and is suitable for adults of all ages, shapes and sizes. The programme is fun and
practical with nutritious foods to taste each week and a recipe book to get you started.
The course is in Redbourn and consists of six evening sessions of three or two hours over 10 weeks with email support between sessions. It covers
nutrition, focusing on the therapeutic reduction of carbohydrates, looks at relationship with food, the role of physical activity, sleep and stress. On
completion of the course there are free informal monthly meetings to keep you on track.
For further details www.thrivediabetes.co.uk
or contact Redbourn Physio 01582 794441, email: diane@redbournphysio.co.uk

REDBOURN POLICE PCSO ALEX PEDUTO
Police surgeries and events for May and June
May
th

 Saturday 4 at 11.00 Safe Plate event at Auto Solution, Redbourn Industrial estate (weather permitting)
 Sunday 05.05.19 police surgery between 11.00 and 12.00
 Sunday 12.05.19 police surgery between 15.00 and 16.00
 Wednesday 15.05.19 police surgery between 10.00 and 11.00
 Thursday 16.5.19 police surgery between 15.00 and 16.00
 Saturday 18.05.19 Safer street Campaign High Street Redbourn (weather permitting) approx. 16.00
 Wednesday 22.05.19 police surgery between 10.00 and 11.00
 Friday 24.5.19 police surgery between 10.00 and 11.00
 25th and 26 th Police will be at the Herts Show Ground with a Stand should local residents wish to meet their local officer.

June
 Wednesday 05.06.19 police surgery between 15.00 and 16.00
 Friday 14.06.19 police surgery between 12.00 and 13.00
 Sunday 15.06.19 between 12.00 and 13.00
 Wednesday 19.06.19 police surgery between 15.00 and 16.00
 Friday 22.06.19 police surgery between 16.00 and 17.00
 Thursday 27.06.19 police surgery between 10.00 and 11.00
 Friday 28.06.19 police surgery between 10.00 and 11.00
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THE REPAIR SHED
Doug Root
It is now over 15 months since we started up our “Shed” in St Luke’s
School in Blackhorse Lane. A reminder of what we are trying to achieve the
Shed philosophy is designed to bring together older men in order to stay healthier and happier for longer
through mending, making and learning. It also aims to change attitudes to age, consumption and waste by
working together with the wider community. We have a fully operational workshop where we make and repair
a wide range of wood products and make things either for ourselves or for customers. We also have a Sewing
Café where we make, mend and learn with fabric as the raw material, rather than wood or metal!
We value being a member of the Redbourn community and have attended many local events during the last
year. We would love to do more for the members of the community, so if you have got anything you’d like
repaired or would like us to make something up for you in wood, then let us know and we will be happy to
discuss it with you.
We are always keen to have new members. A typical Shed member is likely to be aged 50+ practically minded
and interested in making and mending. You do not need to be an “expert” in anything but we do expect you to
be interested in doing things with your hands. Above all, we aim to have fun! We are open every Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9.30 to 2.30.
If you are interested or know someone who might be, we can arrange a “taster” session for you to come in and
see us. Please contact John Briffett on 07709 279001 (johnbriffett@yahoo.co.uk). You can also learn more
about our Shed at www.communityactiondacorum.org/the-Repair-Shed.

CPRE HERTFORDSHIRE AWARDS 2019

For those caring about their Community and/or the Environment
We love to celebrate efforts made by groups, individuals or businesses to improve life in communities
and/ or enhance the environment in Hertfordshire.
Someone or something in your community deserves recognition.
You can nominate yourself or someone else, take a look at our website to see who has previously
received an award
Thundridge Commonity Orchard
Environment Award 2018

Walkern Village Playground & Garden
Commended in Community Category

Complete a form, downloadable form our website www.cpre.org.uk/awards, then email your
nominations to gill@cpreherts.org.uk or post to the address below.
Our experience judges will review the nominations during the summer and the Awards will be
presented at an evening event in October.

ENTER NOW: closing date 31st May 2019
CPRE Hertfordshire, 31a Church Street, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9LW
Email: office@cpreherts.org.uk Tel: 01438 717587
Registered Charity No. 1162419
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REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
Modern, fully equipped Rooms for Hire:
The Main Hall
12 metres x 8 metres

Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80
people seated.
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.
Wifi available throughout the centre free of charge.

The Conference Room
A carpeted room 9 metres x 7 metres
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

Hire Charges Per Room (Inc. VAT):
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit organisations:
£20 per hour.
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour or £22 per hour for 8+ hours /
regular bookings
Discounts if both rooms are booked together
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Discounts for Youth organisations

Dear All,
I would like to warmly invite you to the Silver Sunday Celebration at the Redbourn Parish Centre on Sunday 6 th October that I
will be hosting.
Silver Sunday is a special day when everyone comes together to celebrate older people through free, fun events and
activities. Throughout the country there will 1,000 events held on this day with over 50,000 people taking part and now
there will be one in our wonderful village of Redbourn. Launched by the Sir Simon Milton Foundation in 2012, its aims are to
tackle loneliness, increasing awareness of this issue, build community connections, encourage inter-generational
relationships and challenge mindsets.
75% of older people in UK are lonely with two fifths stating that television is their main company. Redbourn already greatly
benefits from a lovely community spirit and on Sunday 6th October, I want to bring the community of Redbourn together
once again to tackle this problem and encourage wider society to reflect and reconnect with neighbours, family members
and friends, new and old.
The event will take place between 10 am – 1 pm in the Main Hall of the Redbourn Parish Centre with tea, coffee, cake and
plenty of entertainment.
I hope you can join me in October for this event and look forward to seeing you then.

Yours sincerely
Bim Afolami Member of Parliament for Hitchin & Harpenden
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell
07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dennis Bigham
07944 445350
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan
01582 792382 or 07860 631463
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ian Caldwell
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Steven Kidd
07738 706679
cllr.steven.kidd@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

David Fenton
07515 353138
cllr.david.fenton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Teresa Finnigan
07968 171654
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Symon Vegro
07912 398000
cllr.symon.vegro@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
__________________________________________

_____________________________________

___

District Councillors

County Councillor

David Mitchell
07973 418124
davidmitchelldc@gmail.com

Annie Brewster
01438 832255
annie.brewster@hertfordshire.gov.uk
__________________________________________

Victoria Mead - details as above
Tony Swendell
01582 792076
tony.swendell@gmail.com

Member of Parliament
Bim Afolami
01582 761796
tory-herts@btconnect.com
bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk
www.bimafolami.co.uk

REDBOURN news
Advertise your business or event in Redbourn News. Published by Redbourn Parish Council, the newsletter is
delivered free to the 2300 homes and businesses in the Parish of Redbourn. Advertisement rates:

1/4 page

£45

Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315
Contact the Clerk for m ore details: 01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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