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Redbourn Fireworks
see pages 6-7

ALSO IN THIS EDITION
OF REDBOURN news:
Join our new Climate
Change Group p2
Community Christmas Tree
Decorating p3 and p25
New Look Community
Library p18

Seasons Greetings from Redbourn Parish Council
Enjoy the Festivities!!

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES Cllr. David Mitchell
LATEST ON HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ON REDBOURN’S GREENBELT
The Government Inspectors have announced the dates for the Examination in Public of
the St Albans District Council’s (SADC) draft Local Plan. The hearings are at the end of
January and beginning of February and more details, including the Inspectors questions
(MIQs), can be found on our Facebook page R.A.G.E. (Redbourn Against Greenbelt
Erosion) or on the planning policy pages of the SADC website. 5,500 houses are proposed
on the greenbelt in Redbourn Ward as part of the so-called Hemel Garden Communities
project (11,000 new houses). Now we have the planning equivalent of VAR for a final assessment on whether the
Plan is sound and legal. Redbourn Parish Council believes it isn’t and will be making our objections at the hearings.
One site that isn’t in the draft Local Plan is the land at N.E. Redbourn owned by the Lawes Agricultural Trust
(Rothamsted). Although the Trust has been drawing up masterplans and consulting with local residents, this site is
more likely to be considered for a future draft Local Plan. As soon as one plan is adopted, work on another begins.
The South West Herts (Planning) Group is saying that by 2050 we have to have built 100,000 new houses locally,
that’s an area 4 times the City of St Albans. I think there needs to be a change of approach to planning at a national
level to protect the metropolitan greenbelt and, instead, invest in housing and jobs for communities in deprived
parts of the country outside of the south-east. I have spoken to our MP, Bim Afolami, about this. However, he
supports the current draft Local Plan.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY IN REDBOURN
One of the biggest problems facing all of us is global warming. Many Redbourn residents have said to me that they
would support any initiatives to address the issue at the local level. We can all do something to lower our carbon
footprint and help save the planet for future generations so I am setting up a “Climate Emergency in Redbourn”
Working Party. See below for details, and do get in touch if you want to be part of this group or have any
suggestions.

FINALLY
I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

CLIMATE EMERGENCY IN REDBOURN!
Redbourn Parish Council is setting up a
Working Party looking at how we, Redbourn
residents and businesses, can address climate
change at a local level. What can we do to be
greener?
First meeting at the Parish Centre:

Wednesday 27th November at 7.30pm
If you would like to be part of this working
group please email:
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk or
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CLERK’S CORNER Chris Kenny
This time of year is a busy time for many people and organisations and this is the same for
us at the Parish Council. It always amazes me the amount of activities and events that are
hosted in and around Redbourn.
We are very lucky in Redbourn that we have so many willing and able residents that are
happy to donate their time to organise community events. Without these people, these
events just would not happen.
People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons. For some it offers the chance to give
something back to the community or make a difference to the people around them. For
others, it provides an opportunity to develop new skills or build on existing experience and knowledge. Whatever
the reason, we thank you!
The new Library is now up and running and having visited it myself, I can highly
recommend a visit. All the highway alterations are now complete so there should be no
disruption around this area now.
As part of the works, Herts Highways had to remove one of the trees to ensure good sight
lines. Therefore, there will be no festive lights at the top end of the High Street.
However, we have invested in some new lighting in the form of icicles which will cascade down
the wall at Cumberland Gardens.
This year, we have kindly been donated a 15ft Christmas tree by Redbourn Auto Solutions
which will be sited to the left of the War Memorial. Thanks very much to John and JH Pigeon Ltd for all the preparatory work necessary to make it possible. We would like to invite
residents to come along on 30th November, between 4.00pm and 5.00pm with a Christmas
bauble and help decorate the tree. We will turn the lights on at 5.00pm.
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COMMONS COMMENTS Cllr Colin O’Donovan
It has been a busy few months since the last Newsletter. As a committee, we have
given permission for various activities and events to take place on the Common
including the Circus, VW Show and Shine event, Classics on the Common, Fete du
Velo and most recently the Inaugural Conkerthon. All events have proved to be a
success and shows how versatile the Common can be.
The overflow car park is now closed as the Cricket Season has finished. Repairs to
this area have begun.
Obviously, with this amount of use, we do need to be mindful of ensuring the Common is maintained and
preserved. Since the 1930s, 97% of our wildflower meadows has been lost as a result of large areas of
land being developed for housing and changes in farming practices. This makes wildflower meadows like
ours on the Common one of the rarest habitats in the UK. We are working with Countryside Management
and Rights of Way to develop an up to date management programme for the whole of the Common to
ensure that the work we do on the Common means it will be persevered for years to come.
This year, we will be installing a 15ft Christmas Tree by the War Memorial which has been sponsored by
Redbourn Auto Solutions. We are planning to hold a community Christmas tree decorating event on
Saturday 30th November – more details will follow but save the date!
Play areas The repairs to the zip wire are in hand and it should be fully functioning in the next few
weeks. Work will start on replacing the wooden picket fencing around Flamsteadbury Play area with a
sturdier, long lasting material. We have had issues with vandalism of this fence, and it is becoming
increasingly uneconomical to repair.
Christmas Lights Due to the new Library and resulting new road layout, the tree that we normally
use to display festive lights has been removed along with the lamp post that we use for the electrical
supply. Therefore, it is not possible for lights to be displayed in this area of the High Street this year.
We have ordered some new ‘icicle’ lights which will be installed on the wall of Cumberland Gardens and
should add to the festive feel.

REDBOURN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Cllr. Teresa Finnigan
The view of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party for a while now was to await the
Inspector’s outcome of SADC’s Local Plan. As this has now been deferred yet again to the
beginning of next year we felt that some parts of the NP, except the development sites for
the moment, could be reviewed as it’s been a while since this was all put together. We
have seen new issues arising that are important to our community and these should now
be considered and potentially included in this document.
ENVIRONMENT - David Mitchell (cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk )
TRANSPORT - David Fenton (cllr.david.fenton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk)
LEISURE & WELL BEING - Ivan Hickmott (ivan.hickmott@gmail.com)
HIGH STREET & BUSINESS - Teresa Finnigan (cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk)
and Ivan Hickmott under Friends of the High Street (FOTHS)
We do hope that we can encourage relevant bodies, businesses and residents to aid us with this review
process, so if anyone would like to join one of the four sub-groups above, then do get in touch with the lead
person or Becky Firth the Community Officer at the Parish Centre who will pass your details onto the relevant
person.
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SUPPORTING PEOPLE IN
REDBOURN Keith Rowden
During the last year the Redbourn Outreach was open at the Parish Centre 26 times.
We aim to be open on the second and fourth Monday morning of each month from
10.00 until 12.00. 68 interviews took place during the year these were a mixture of
booked appointments and on the day visits. Residents are always also welcome to use the 5 day a week service
run from the Civic Centre in the centre of St Albans. For opening times see our website https://www.castad.org.uk
or ring us on 01727 811118 or see our posters in the village including at the Parish Centre.
For many people a visit to the bureau is to help them work out who to ask to help resolve an issue or simply to
obtain reassurance that the actions they are taking or planning are appropriate. The most common issues that
lead to residents using the bureau are welfare benefits, debt, housing and consumer. We aim
to offer advice on your entitlements, how to apply, help to apply and check on what the official
letters and forms mean and require you to do.
Some recent examples include:






Help applying for Attendance Allowance, Personal Independence Payment
Help with a council tax reduction claim,
Putting a debt management plan in place,
Help to apply for Settled Status
Advice on actions that can be taken in a neighbour dispute

Keith Rowden
Citizens Advice Volunteer

We also seek to help clients identify ways that they can improve their lives and mental health through local
activities.
So if the question that is troubling you is what should/could I do then do come and see us.
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REDBOURN FIREWORKS

In true British style we didn’t let the rain dampen our fireworks fun! Thank you to all of you who braved the
weather to come and watch the firework display this year. I hope you will agree that Fantastic Fireworks put on a
first class display despite the tricky conditions.
This is a self-funding event and is only possible through the hard work of the Firework Display Working Party, along
with a band of volunteers on the night. Without their commitment and energy, it would not happen, which is why
it is important that we have local business sponsors, a collection of great raffle prizes, and of course the bucket
donations on the evening.
We would like to thank the following people:









Fantastic Fireworks
All the sponsors and raffle prize donators (as shown opposite)
Redbourn Scouts for the refreshment stall and loan of equipment
Brendan of BME AV for providing the excellent sound system and his support
All the volunteers who helped in whatever way possible from setting up on Saturday morning, rattling
buckets, selling raffle tickets, ensuring safe car parking, road management and counting up the
monies from the buckets.
Mario Violentano who is no longer chair of the working party but still ensured that the event came
together in the lead up and on the day.
And finally to M O’Brien, who have given invaluable financial support to the committee this year. They
provided us with new signage for the roads and carparks, the loan of a lighting tower for the main car
parking area and of course the wonderful £200 John Lewis Voucher as the first prize for the raffle.

M O’Brien are a local plant hire company whose mission is to take a professional approach to plant hire, which we
can certainly say was our experience of working with them. The business has been running for 29 years managing
in excess of 400 pieces of equipment and employs 20 office staff
We are always looking for more volunteers and if you are interested in joining the working
party or just helping on the day, please contact Vicky Kidd on 01582 794832
If you could not find a bucket donation collector on the night, it is not too late to donate.
You can bring your donation into the Parish Centre, simply place in an envelope marked
‘Redbourn Fireworks’. Many thanks.
Vicky Kidd on behalf of the firework display working party
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Our grateful Thanks go to our Sponsors and Raffle Prize Donors:
RS HARDING
Chartered Accountant
01582 794864
www.rsh-accounts.co.uk

CHANGING VIEWS
Making beautiful
handmade curtains
and blinds
01582 794138

STATHAMS MOTOR
ENGINEERING LTD
Transport Solutions
Commercial vehicle
recovery and repairs
01582 843220
www.stathamsrecovery.co.uk

REDBOURN BUSINESS
SYSTEMS LTD
Powering AdvantageNPF,
the integrated CRM, Fundraising, Membership,
Alumni and Event database solution.
01582 794229
www,advantageNFP.com

WEYMANS NISA
Convenience Store
and Post Office

CRICKETERS PUB
The Common
Redbourn
01582 620612

Raffle Prize

Winner

M O’Brien Kindly donated a £200 John Lewis Voucher

Michelle

A Baking Experience Day at Redbournbury Mill

Margaret

Prosecco Afternoon Tea for 2 people at Aubrey Park Hotel

Andy

Family Meal for 4 at the Hollybush

Dave

Cream Tea for 2 at The Enchanted Tea Rooms

Chris

A Luxury Pedicure at Atelier

Dave

A Special Meal Deal at Efler (worth £19.90)

Fletch

A Luxury Bathing Set from Redbourn Pharmacy

Coco

20% off any service at Ge Ge Hair & Beauty

Natasha

A complimentary Gents cut at Redbourn Barbers

Dave

Tower of Treats kindly donated by The George

Moss

A Bottle of Port kindly donated by the Peacock Family
2 Boxes of Chocolates from The Co-op
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
FESTIVE OPENING HOURS
Mon 23rd Dec

10am to 2pm

Tues 24th Dec

Closed

Weds 25th Dec

Closed

Thurs 26th Dec

Closed

Fri 27th Dec

Closed

Mon 30th Dec

10am to 2pm

Tues 31st Dec

10am to 2pm

Weds 1st Jan

Closed

Thurs 2nd Jan

10am to 2pm

Community
Defibrillator
Awareness Session

Redbourn Parish Centre
Thursday 9th January
7.30pm
Everybody welcome. The more

people that know how to use
defibrillators the greater the
chance of saving a life in a sudden
cardiac arrest
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REDBOURN U3A IS
STILL GOING STRONG!!
We now have approximately 350 members, and visitors
most meetings who then choose to join us.
As ever, we have had lots going on. We hosted a Rock &
Roll 60’s Evening in August, which was so well attended
that there will be a repeat in 2020. There was an Afternoon Tea whilst sailing along the Thames, the annual U3A
holiday has just returned from a very wet, but enjoyable trip to Derbyshire (Torquay next year!), and we have a trip
planned to go to the Thursford Christmas Extravaganza in December. In addition, there have been numerous
theatre trips, including the King & I and The Entertainer, and a Christmas Lunch is planned for early in December.
In addition, some members have attended the U3A London Region Summer School (despite the extremely hot
weather), and Committee members attend meetings of the Regional U3A organisation so
that we are kept informed of any new developments.
Currently we have approximately 45 Interest Groups, with subjects as diverse as Book
Reading group to Ukulele, Cribbage to Walking Netball! There really is something for
everyone, and new groups are added regularly following suggestions by members.
Our General Meetings are held every month in the Village Hall on the afternoon of the
third Wednesday. We have a wide range of speakers - this year these have included the
Dacorum Choir, a talk by one of our members about his cycle trip across the USA, and
Tales of Old London.
We are a very thriving and welcoming U3A and look forward to meeting you soon!

Caroline Foster Newsletter Editor

Caroline Foster and Pauline Allcroft—Interest Group Co-ordinators
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THINGS ARE CHANGING DOWN ON
THE ALLOTMENTS Tony Bartlett
With daylight hours declining and the temperature dropping, it is time for the big clear up on the allotments. While there is a
waiting list for plots at Greyhound Meadow, there are vacancies at Tassell Hall and Long Cutt. Much is being done to improve
sites where there are overgrown plots. Hedges untouched for some time are being cut back, uncultivated land covered to
restrict weed growth and accumulated rubbish removed.
Our Association welcomes everyone from the community in Redbourn. At Tassell Hall the first raised
bed has been constructed so that keen gardeners with limited mobility can enjoy being part of the
allotment community, able to tend a manageable plot. It has been great to see, amongst new
members, young families all engaging in the joy of working
a plot and growing produce for the kitchen.
Although there are still copious amounts of maturing vegetables to accompany the
Sunday roast through the winter, most crops have been harvested, filling freezers or
on shelves as luscious pots of jam (with no additives or preservatives!!).
We are now preparing for next season. Satisfying digging on bright autumnal mornings
is under way allowing the coming frosts to break up the topsoil, ready for spring.

From this…………………to this in less than

Many of the properties in Redbourn are on small plots with little or no garden. Maybe
that is an attraction or perhaps you too would welcome your own supply of fresh fruit and vegetables that are full of flavour. If
so it would be great to hear from you......
Check our website at www.redbourn-allotments.co.uk; search for us on Facebook
or email us at info@redbourn-allotments.co.uk.

John Fisher

You will probably have noticed the parlous state of our very own chalk stream which has been dry upstream of Redbourn for
the last two years. The groundwater level is the lowest it has been since records began in 1975. We have had a couple of
years of lower than average rainfall but all our chalk streams have been badly affected by over abstraction by water
companies
On Saturday 22nd September about 300 people in “blue” attended a “Protest in the Park” in Verulamium Park, the speakers
included our Chairman John Pritchard, Chris White leader of St Albans District Council and Fergal Sharkey representing the
Lea. There are about 220 chalk streams in the world most of them in South East England. They are a unique, biodiverse ecosystem because of the clear chalk-filtered water. The Ver should be a wildlife rich, stress-free environment for the whole
community to enjoy.
Open Meeting: Tracks and Signs of Animals
Graham White is a RSPB Senior Ecologist and he will cover not just the
Thursday 20th February 2020 -7.30 pm
tracks but how to identify the poo of otters, foxes, water voles etc.! With
some of our elusive mammals you are more likely to see what they leave
Redbourn Village Hall – Centenary Room
behind than the actual animal.
Speaker Graham White
Non members are always welcome to attend our meetings and there is still
free entrance to all although we do request a suggested contribution of £2 pp.
If you are interested why not join us and help us protect the Ver. Only £8 per annum.
You can join at www.riververco.uk/join-us. Or contact me at 01582 792443 or email john.fisher@btconnect.com
As well as our indoor meetings we run the “Ver Action Group” on one Saturday morning each month where we clear footpaths and debris from the river. If you are interested in taking part contact:Richard Wallis 01582 794332 – richard_wallis @btconnect.com
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Neighbourhood Watch
NHW is about residents vigilance within their surroundings. If
something is amiss, call the police on 101 or 999.
Redbourn membership covers 56% of households.
If you are not a member we welcome you to join. Register on
www.owl.co.uk or contact us.
Give us your name, address and contact details and you can receive
regular police notifications regarding issues within the area.
We need several new street coordinators. The coordinator’s primary purpose is to try and advise us of new
residents to the street or people who move away/become indisposed. If you would be prepared to be coordinator for your street, please contact us.
With the darker evenings, remember, secure doors and leave timed security lighting on whilst away from
home.
Please stay vigilant. Be aware of uncharacteristic activities around. For more information visit
www.herts.police.uk/protectyourhome

Cyber Security
Crimes are still increasing. Computers, tablets, phones should be protected with up to date protection software. Remember too, be alert for emails or phone calls that are not from whom they may originally appear.
Genuine agencies and companies never ask you to provide PIN numbers, bank account details or transfer
money to locations you do not positively know and have verified. Unless you are absolutely sure, don’t do it
without checking via a different communication method. If you suspect cybercrime activity please forward
it to Action Fraud at http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ or ring them on 0300 123 2040

Priority Setting with Police
The local district has agreed with police to focus upon:
 Drugs
 Fly Tipping
 Vehicle Crime (thefts of/from, speeding, phone use, pavement parking

OWL Protect http://owlprotect.uk/
A reminder of the on-line shop selling security and safety technology to help keeping safe. Items include
Wi-Fi enabled video doorbells and cameras that can alert you to and record callers at your property.
Please contact us for information and advice on NHW.
Malcolm Wickens

Ian White

NHW Ward Coordinator
Redbourn

NHW Deputy Coordinator
Redbourn

malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com

ian.c.white@ntlworld.com
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REDBOURN VILLAGE MARKET
Teresa Finnigan
Thank you to all who visited our first Village Market
that took place on Saturday 12th October in the Village
Hall. Considering the weather was awful, it was lovely
to see the stallholders and visitors not letting that
deter them from enjoying the afternoon.
We had an array of food and gift stalls, refreshments,
as well as face painting and an Antiques roadshow
event.
A special thank you to all the volunteers who helped set up and clear away as well as the Parish Council for their support. We
were grateful for no one parking in the Village Hall car park, that was really helpful to us so thank you.
We have had such positive feedback which is fantastic and therefore have decided to have another crack at it! Please make a
note of the future Village Market dates in 2020. If anyone is interested in having a
stall at our next one, then email us via: redbournvillagemarket@gmail.com.
Do check out our Facebook Page for up to date news via: https://
www.facebook.com/redbournvillagemarket/

Future Market Dates for 2020:


8th February



13th June



10th October
Thank you from the Redbourn Village Market Committee
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Thank you to everyone who supported the Redbourn Classics Motor
Show & Village Fete on 7th September and all the volunteers who helped
over the weekend; the sun shone, 350 classic vehicles were on display
and over 5,000 people came along to enjoy a great day for all the family
on the Common.
This year’s show raised £15,000 which has been given to 2 local charities;
£7,000 to The Friends of St Mary’s, a conservation charity which looks
after St Mary’s Church, Redbourn’s only Grade 1 listed building, and its
grounds for use by the village, and £7,000 to Redbourn Care Group, which
gives such wonderful support to many local residents. In addition, £1,000
was given to the Redbourn Village Museum for landscaping and
planting around the recently rebuilt Portico.
We are delighted to offer free stall spaces at the Village Fete to
community groups and charities. This year, 22 local groups,
including St Luke’s School, the Guides, Scouts, Redbourn Players,
Friends of the Nickey Line, Ver Valley Society, Redbourn Fireworks
and the Library, had stalls to raise money or promote their
activities.
We would like to thank our sponsors: Redbourn Auto Solutions,
Hollybush pub, Statham’s Recovery, Redbourn Physio, St Albans
Van Hire, Fine & Country and the Parish Council for supporting the
event. Many thanks to local band, “Missing the Ferry”, and
Redbourn Folk Club for providing great music on the stage.
The success of the event demonstrates how caring Redbourn is and many people have commented on the friendly, happy
atmosphere. There are lots of photos of the show on the website www.redbournclassics.co.uk
We hope to run another show in September 2020. If you enjoyed the day and would like to get involved next year, please email
volunteer@redbournclassics.co.uk
Redbourn Classics Committee
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OVERFLOWING WITH
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT AND GIFTS!
Come along and support this fantastically festive community event
and kick off your Christmas in style!
Meander through our 100+ stalls, overflowing with locally made
delicious foods, beautiful crafts and gift ideas; perfect for those
hunting for that special Christmas gift.
To get you feeling thoroughly Christmassy, there will be music
throughout the day from the best local talent, playing your favourite
carols and festive tunes. Plus there will be plenty of choice for food
Photo by Annie Griggs
and drink to keep you refreshed whilst you browse, including a tasty
BBQ by the Cricketers and traditional mince pies; or perhaps you’ll
enjoy a glass or two of mulled wine? What a perfect way to spend an afternoon with friends and family.
For children there will be a treasure island game, guess the number of balloons, Christmas craft, face painting,
glitter tattoos and of course an opportunity to visit Santa himself, where every child will receive a gift.
Join us to watch Cumberland Gardens come truly to life with our festive light display, which will be switched on
around 4:15pm by the stars from Harpenden panto. Be sure to snap up a ticket for the yule raffle, to help us raise
funds for the event next year and earn yourself a chance to win amazing prizes kindly donated from local
businesses, including a luxury John Lewis hamper worth £250.00 donated by our main sponsor Ashtons!
For further information, look out for the free programme with event details that will be dropping through your
letterbox, or visit our website, www.redbournchristmasmarket.com
Redbourn Christmas Market is a working party of Redbourn Parish Council and is a not for profit event organised by
volunteers. All the funds raised go back into our community by paying for the event next year and providing the
Christmas lights for Cumberland Garden.
We really look forward to seeing you there; your support is truly appreciated.
If you are interested in volunteering to help us with the event, please visit our volunteer on-line sign-up page,
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948A4AC28A3F94-volunteering
Or get in touch via redbourncrhistmasmarket@gmail.com

Keep warm


Heat your home to at least 18 degrees Celsius



Make sure your home is energy efficient (i.e. draughtproofed).



Contact HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044 if you are worried
about paying bills or need advice about draught
proofing.

For more information visit https://www.hertshelp.net/
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INCREASING ATF RRE EE DFAB OMUI RLYN BLOE WI S UL SR ES ECSESNI OT RNE
AWARENESS
OF BOWLS Martin Howe
A common misconception is that bowls is a sport for the
elderly. It is true that many retired people find bowls an
ideal leisure pursuit, providing exercise, competitive
play and companionship. Yet bowls can be, and indeed
is, enjoyed by young and old alike. Redbourn has the
ideal facility for playing the game, the all-weather green
at the Redbourn Leisure Centre, the base of Redbourn’s very active Bowls Club which engages in matches against
other clubs, internal competitions and purely social bowling.
A Club objective is to increase awareness of bowls in the community and to promote interest in the game at all
levels. To this end, during the past summer the Club offered “taster” sessions at the green to various local groups
such as the Girl Guides, the Redbourn Tennis Club, the Youth Club, the ladies section of the Herts branch of the
NFU, and members of Active in Redbourn. At these sessions the basics of the game are first explained by Jez
Cronshaw, the Club coach, and participants are then instructed in how to deliver a bowl before taking part in play
of a format designed for newcomers to the game. The feedback has been positive and the Club intends to arrange
similar sessions next year; any group interested should contact Margaret Davis, the Club Chair, on 01582 799075.
The only requirement is that participants wear flat-soled shoes. Bowls and other equipment are provided.
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CHRISTCHURCH REDBOURN
EXAMINES SOME BIG
QUESTIONS! Chris Smith
During the summer months ChristChurch asked village residents, “If you
could ask God one question, what would it be?” Over a fortnight in early October five speakers were invited to give
responses to the top five questions collected and each talk was followed by a good and at times stretching Q+A
session. Questions about the proof for the existence of God, the origin of evil, what happens after death, the why
of suffering and the trustworthiness of the Bible were all put under the microscope.
We are very grateful to everyone who submitting questions and to all who came along to the events. A big thanks
too, to all of our speakers for tackling such big questions in a humble gracious way. If you would like to listen to the
talks, they are available at www.redbournsbigquestions.co.uk.
With Christmas approaching we would love you to join us at our Carol Services where we will be looking at the big
question of whether God really did enter our world and if so, why!
Family Carol Service at 10.30am Sunday 15th December with Starfish Nativity.
Carols by Candlelight (with tasty treats), 7pm on Sunday 22nd December.
A warm welcome guaranteed!
Christmas Day at 10am
All services are held in the ChristChurch Redbourn building on Fish Street.
If you would like to chat about the Big Questions you have, do contact Chris, the Church Minister
on 07717533609.
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Chris Smith

FRIENDS OF THE HIGH STREET
(FOTHS) UPDATE Teresa Finnigan
Two of our VISION’s for our HIGH STREET in 2020:
1. A showcase for sharing the unique history and heritage of our village.
2. Welcoming and open to shoppers, visitors and workers.
History “Discover Redbourn’s Heritage: A Journey Around the Village” went live on 1st July via: https://
www.redbournvillage.org.uk. We’re hoping this will evolve to capture the living memories of the villagers via the online
memories section.
High Street in Bloom Competition Judging took place on the 30th July, 10 shops and businesses took part.
Overall Winner:
Most Improved Display:
Highly Commended:

The Barefoot Accountant
Village Hall / The Old Post Office
The Hub / Redbourn Eyecare

A Charity and / or Community Craft Shop The Old Post Office would like to open till Christmas as a Christmas Shop/
Community Hub, featuring locally made goods and invite local crafters/makers/artists who would like the opportunity to
display and sell their wares. Hoping to offer crafting opportunities for anyone who would like to drop in and have a go at
making something as well as have a cuppa! If anyone has some ideas and suggestions or would like to volunteer their skills!
Then please do get in touch with Sandra Woodland for a chat via: woodland.sandra@googlemail.com
A High Street Cleaning Programme and Rota SADC confirmed they litter pick and empty bins on a daily basis and a sweeper
visits the High Street on a 4 weekly cycle or as and when required.
High Street Signage Improvements We will be looking at our current signage as well as new multi directional signage,
historical map of Cumberland House and Garden, Pedestrian map showing how it was and is now on the High Street.
Regular Village Market See separate article in newsletter for more details.
A special mention to all the contributors who have been involved over the past year.
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcoucil.gov.uk

ivan.hickmott@gmail.com

125TH
ANNIVERSARY
OF PARISH
COUNCILS
Chris Kenny
This year sees the 125th Anniversary of formation of Parish Councils.
Civil parish councils were formed in England under the reforming Local
Government Act 1894 to take over local oversight of civic duties in rural
towns and villages.
Much has changed since then and to commemorate this anniversary, we
shall be producing an exhibition of the history of Redbourn Parish Council
which will be displayed in the Reception of the Parish Centre. More
information to follow on our Facebook page in due course.

Page | 17

Redbourn News Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Is-

REDBOURN’S NEW COMMUNITY
LIBRARY Cara Brazier
The new library is here! At 2pm on 21 October 2019 the brand new purpose built library
premises on Dunstable Road (next to the existing fire
station) opened the doors to welcome you all! The library at
Lamb Lane permanently closed on 12 October 2019.
The new library has an array of new and exciting features,
including modernised kiosks, super-fast broadband (with free
WiFi), new working stations, comfortable seating, an exciting
children’s area with reading nook and baby change facilities (on request). As always, with just
your library card, you can borrow books, magazines, talking books, large print books and
jigsaw puzzles, or just pop by to read the paper. You can also buy ‘as new’ books in our for
sale section. The library will have printing and photocopying facilities available (small fee is
charged) and we will continue to hold Rhyme time (10am) and Story time (3.45pm) every
Friday (in term-time), as well as community and children’s activities throughout the year.
Come and see us on 1 December 2019 (11am -5pm) when will be at the Redbourn Christmas
Market, selling books and running a special children’s craft stall; all proceeds will be used for
funding community activities.
The library continues to be staffed completely by volunteers and we value your ongoing
support. Please let us know what else you would like to see in your new library and we will be
pleased to help if we can. The library is currently looking for more volunteers, contact us via the Facebook page today, or pop
into the library to find out more about our flexible volunteering options. Full training will be provided.
Please follow our Facebook/instagram/twitter pages to be kept up to date with the details of our activities and events,
including details of our exciting launch event! We look forward to welcoming you soon!
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REDBOURN VILLAGE HALL

Jane Owen

It’s been a busy summer in Redbourn Village Hall with lots of parties, Prom’s and
celebration events, plus the traditional annual Community events. To find out
what’s on in RVH please check www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk or the RVH
noticeboards.
As part of the “Friends of Redbourn High Street” initiative to improve and rejuvenate the High Street, RVH had a
much-needed facelift. The front of the Main Hall has been re-rendered and painted, the windows painted, and
the coloured lights replaced with LED’s.
Penny and the 3rd Redbourn Brownies continue a great job of tending the flower boxes and borders.
RVH will be celebrating its centenary as a registered charity (No 302450) run community building in early 2021
and the RVHMC are very keen to mark the occasion in a special way. We are looking for ideas and welcome
suggestions. If you have any ideas or would like to be involved with this project, please contact us now as it’s
never too early to start planning something big!
To book a Hall/room, see “What’s on in RVH” please check www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk or the RVH
notice boards. Facebook: redbourn-village-hall
63 High Street, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7LW
Office email: office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Office phone: 01582 792822
RVH Mobile: 07712 658587
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Clerk to RVHMC Office open: Tue, Thur & Fri9.30am to 11.30am (term time)
Please email/leave a message at all other times

You can give support by
Attending events
Organising fund-raising events
Volunteering some time
Making donations
Details on RVH website or in RVH Office
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A CHAIRMAN’S
TALE Barry Welch
Way back in 2004 I was invited to a
Care Group Trustee Meeting for an
introduction to the Board. In those days we met every
Monday morning at the home of Cyril, the President. A
couple of years later, I sensed that our Chairman, Podge
Fox, had a plan up his sleeve. I was right; he wanted me
to take over the Chair!
I served two years apprenticeship as Vice-Chair, learning
the ropes, and succeeded Podge in 2008. It all seemed so
simple then. Volunteers were informally interviewed by
the Office Manager; no CRB or DBS checks; no formal references (applicants were known by at least one trustee
who would verify their character); no formal induction, safeguarding or detailed health & safety training; no
statutory data protection issues and definitely no strategic planning! No website management or social media
channels and email was rarely used. No worries around fundraising - the community was always generous and
parish grants helped replace our minibus, while the volunteers worked at the coal face for our clients. No paid
staff to budget for and the Care Trust was non-existent!
In my 11 years at the helm, I have been privileged to work alongside so many wonderful volunteers delivering
essential services; they are the lifeblood of this truly essential charity group. My fellow trustees have been so
dedicated and hardworking, every single one of them, taking on many of the tasks I once had to do, and developing other roles forced upon us by legislation and our duty of care.
It has been an experience I will never forget. I am, nonetheless, pleased to pass the baton to my successor, our
brilliant Secretary, Sally, who is absolutely dedicated to the ongoing success of Redbourn Care Group. She is
welcomed as the first female Chair in our 39 year history, bringing fresh ideas to the table. I wish her every
success in taking the Care Group forward.
I will continue to support as a trustee whilst freeing up more time for driver duties to keep in touch with clients.
And yes, my wife will also want more of my time now that she has joined the ranks of the retired! My priorities
will change, but somehow I don’t think I am going to be any less busy. That, I guess, is how Redbourn people stay
young at heart!
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REDBOURN HAS GONE CONKERS
BONKERS Chris Edwards
It’s Autumn in Redbourn. The horse chestnut trees are
dropping their fruit. And what do the new Active in
Redbourn (AIR) community group do? They organise a
Conkerthon. Yes, last Saturday, 5th October, Redbourn
Common featured an inaugural conker championship to
find the village’s first Conker Champion. Over 200 people attended and with
around 40 participants it was a surprising success. The champion, Adele Irwin, is
seen here being presented with her trophy by Conker King, David Jakins?
“It was all put together in a bit of a rush” says Chris Emmel the group’s Conkerthon
organiser. “I was having a beer with a mate and we came up with the idea. It was a
bit tongue in cheek” After some research Chris drew up a plan to present to the Parish Council for approval. The
whole event was put together in less than 5 weeks. With some professional help from the Conker King and St
John Burkett, World Conker Championship organiser, it all went smoothly.
Runner up, Steve Mackie, said “It was really great fun and we all said we look forward to having it again next
year. What’s more, it is very eco-friendly and draws attention to the plight of our horse chestnut trees.” And
with more time to prepare next year’s event it will be a great afternoon out for everybody
Active In Redbourn is a community initiative with the aim of improving the health and wellbeing of the Redbourn
residents. All the village’s activity organisations are signed up to the idea. The money raised by the Conkerthon
and with its other fund-raising activities AIR will undertake special projects such as installing outside water
fountains. For more information visit www.activeinredbourn.co.uk or email info@activeinredbourn.co.uk

‘THURSFORD SPECTACULAR’
CHRISTMAS 2019
5th December 2019

The Redbourn U3A outing to the 'Thursford Spectacular' is on 5th December 2019 and has a number of seats available to
non-members of the U3A.
Thursford Spectacular is a performance of dancing, singing, music, and variety acts which has attracted audiences from all
parts of the country since 1977.
Thursford is near Fakenham in Norfolk and therefore necessitates an early departure from Redbourn. We plan to leave at
8.30am with a possible coffee stop near Newmarket en route. We stop for a prepaid, 2 course lunch at The Mill, Sculthorpe at
11.30am. We expect to arrive at Thursford at about 1.30pm in time for the afternoon performance which starts at 2.00pm. This
is scheduled to finish at about 5.00pm.We hope to be back in Redbourn by 8.30pm.
Information on the Thursford Collection and the Christmas Spectacular can be found on the Thursford.com web pages and reviews on Trip Advisor.
Anyone interested in joining us on the trip to Thursford would be welcome. The cost of the event plus a two course meal
and coach travel from Redbourn is £81.00 per person.
Please contact Charles Milner at crmilner@btinternet.com or telephone 01582- 792925 for further details and to book a
place.
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FOLK ON THE COMMON
2019 Jenny McNaught

The sun shone again on Sunday June 9th for the annual Folk on the Common. Many more families and friends
gathered on the cricket field with picnics and blankets for another fine afternoon of traditional and contemporary
folk song and music.
This year’s headline act was Cardboard Fox – a young four-piece band from Bath, featuring twins Charlotte and
Laura Carrivick with Joe Tozer on mandolin and John Breese on double bass. (pictured)
They played two lively forty-minute sets, supported by some of our best local musicians: Craig Joiner – a singer/
song-writer from Watford, the Devine Family from St.Albans and Got Rhythm – a ukulele duo from Berkhamsted.
This year the Redbourn Museum set up an art and cake stall to raise funds towards the Portico Project and this
proved to be very popular.
Once again, our thanks go to the Cricket Club for their hospitality and to Shelly and her team at the bar.
And to local businesses for their financial help;
Redbourn MOT Centre, Fine & Country Estate Agents and the C2 Group – and to Katrina and Inger for distribution
of publicity.
Thanks also to County Councillor Annie Brewster and the Redbourn Parish Council for their continuing support.
Plans are now underway for next year’s event, with a provisional date of Sunday June 14th from 2pm – 6pm.

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020
Redbourn Fun Run is back next year at Redbourn Leisure
Centre.
A fun day for all the family with races to suit all ages and
abilities: 1km, 3km, 5km, relay, and a 10km race. The 5km
and 10km will both be chip timed.
There will be plenty of activities to keep the kids entertained
between races and lots of food & drink.
Visit our website for more information:
http://www.redbournfunrun.co.uk
Online entry will open in the New Year.
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REDBOURN POLICE PCSO ALEX PEDUTO
The last few months has seen a number of Police Officers in the Harpenden and Rural
Safer Neighbourhood Team either retiring as in the case of PC Flemons or PCSOs leaving
the Constabulary to join the regulars as Police Officers in Bedfordshire as in the case of
PCSO Morgan and PCSO Walton-Taylor. We wish them all the best for the future and a
happy retirement.
PC 2766 Jill Brown has joined the Harpenden team and her experience will be an
invaluable addition to the team. Come and say Hi if you see her out and about in the village.
We have recently conducted a Safe Plate Event on the Redbourn Industrial Estate and this was well received by
the local community. The Safe Plate events are aimed at the prevention of theft of number plates from motor
vehicles by using special “tamper free” screws as stolen plates can and will often be used to commit crime when
placed on other vehicles.
The Football Youth Diversionary Activity in Partnership with Watford FC community Trust Partnership continues
during term time every Monday between 17:00 and 18:00 at the Redbourn Leisure Centre on the Dunstable Road.
If you are interested in football and would like to join this free activity and are aged between 10 and 18 (or know
someone who is) please contact me at Alessandro.Peduto@herts.pnn.police.uk for further information.
Of note we are also in the process of organising a Basketball youth diversionary activity for our local young people
in partnership with Herts Basketball. Look out for future OWL messages for further information’s but again if you
are interested in Basketball please use the same email to register as places will be limited to 15 young people for
sessions
With Christmas fast approaching (where has the time gone?) look out for Safety advice on the OWL messaging
system. Why not tell your neighbours about OWL if they have not joined yet?
Stay Safe and enjoy the holidays
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REDBOURN PARISH CENTRE
Modern, fully equipped Rooms for Hire:
The Main Hall
12 metres x 8 metres

Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Accommodates up to 100 people, or 80
people seated.
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Ideal for large meetings, parties, events and activities.
Wifi available throughout the centre free of charge.

The Conference Room
A carpeted room 9 metres x 7 metres
Accommodates up to 40 people or 16 people + tables.
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography

Ideal for business meetings, training and seminars.

Hire Charges Per Room (Inc. VAT):
Residents (private events) and local not-for-profit organisations:
£20 per hour.
Businesses / commercial use: £25 per hour or £22 per hour for 8+ hours /
regular bookings
Discounts if both rooms are booked together
Photo by Annie Kelly Learn Digital Photography
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REDBOURN PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
Beaumont Ward

Nicholls Ward

David Mitchell
07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dennis Bigham
07944 445350
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Colin O’Donovan
01582 792382 or 07860 631463
cllr.colin.odonovan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ian Caldwell
01582 794768 or 07528 741947
cllr.ian.caldwell@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Steven Kidd
07738 706679
cllr.steven.kidd@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

David Fenton

Teresa Finnigan
07968 171654
cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Roger Gray
01582 762914
cllr.roger.gray@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Maria Maynard
01582 793478
cllr.maria.maynard@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pat Schofield
01582 793096
cllr.pat.schofield@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Victoria Mead
01582 792280 or 07506 719922
cllr.victoria.mead@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

Symon Vegro
07912 398000
cllr.symon.vegro@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
__________________________________________

_____________________________________

07485 092284

cllr.david.fenton@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk

___

District Councillors

County Councillor

David Mitchell
07973 418124
cllr.d.mitchell@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk

Annie Brewster
01438 832255
annie.brewster@hertfordshire.gov.uk
__________________________________________

Victoria Mead - details as above
Tony Swendell
01582 792076

All details correct at time of printing

Member of Parliament
Bim Afolami
01582 761796
tory-herts@btconnect.com
bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk
www.bimafolami.co.uk

REDBOURN news
Advertise your business or event in Redbourn News. Published by Redbourn Parish Council, the newsletter is
delivered free to the 2300 homes and businesses in the Parish of Redbourn. Advertisement rates:

1/4 page

£45

Half-page £85
Full-Page £165
Double-Page £315
Contact the Clerk for more details: 01582 794832
clerk@redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk
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