CHAIRMAN’S
NOTES:

will only happen if Redbourn
residents approve!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Cllr. David Mitchell

Finally on behalf of Redbourn Parish
Council, I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

GETTING BACK TO NORMAL discussions to take place.

cllr.david.mitchell@redbournpc.gov.uk

It was great to see major events
taking place on Redbourn Common
once again after everything had to be
cancelled last year. The Redbourn
Classics Motor Show was a huge
success with a record turn out that
raised a whopping £18,000 for local
charities (more info page 18).
Fireworks Night was also a
spectacular event with a brilliant
display and the stirring theme music
of the James Bond films (see page
19).
I am looking forward to the Christmas
Market in the High Street which
returns bigger and better on Sunday
28th November (more info page 7)
Please note that the High Street will
be closed to traffic.
I would like to thank all those who
work so hard to make these events in
Redbourn work so well. They
wouldn’t happen without the
dedication and enthusiasm of the
many Redbourn residents involved.

REDBOURN CLIMATE
ACTION
With COP26 conference, global
climate change has been very much
in the news recently. However, what
can we do at a local level? Just
before the pandemic, I set up
Redbourn Climate Action as a Parish
Council working party consisting of
interested residents and councillors.
I had intended to have regular
meetings and guest speakers to
discuss what we in Redbourn could
do to lower our carbon footprint and
how we can prepare for potential
weather extremes, particularly as
Redbourn is liable to flooding.
However, the pandemic meant that
we had to go online and so I created
a Facebook page to enable
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If would like to join us, search
Redbourn Climate Action on
Facebook and you will find us, or
contact me directly.

REDBOURN
DEVELOPMENT
The St Albans District Council
(SADC) is working on its new draft
Local Plan for housing
development following the failure of
the previous plan to meet
government planning standards.
Recently there was a “Call For
Sites” and many of these were from
landowners and developers with
sites on the Green Belt around
Redbourn. It will now be down to
SADC to decide which ones are
viable.

I have met with some of the major
developers to see what their plans
are, and they intend to involve the
community in due course. Around
1200 new houses could be built
around Redbourn Village and a
further 4000 in Redbourn Parish as
part of the Hemel Gardens
Communities project (which has
now expanded to 11,000 new
houses in total).
Redbourn Parish Council
recognises the need for new
housing but is still committed to
resisting extensive development on
our surrounding Green Belt.

REDBOURN
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Our revamped and much improved
Neighbourhood Plan is now going
out to public consultation (see page
5 for details). Please do take a look
at it and respond. This is the blueprint for the future of Redbourn and
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CLERK’S COMMENTS
Chris Kenny

Photo by Roland Imi

Life at the parish council continues to
be busy with the common at the heart
of a lot of activities in Redbourn. The
Parish Centre is fully open again and
it is great to see hirers return. The
building turned 10 years old this year
and it certainly feels like it is
embedded in village life.

purchased for the High Street, but we
are very limited as to the number of
lights we can install due to the lack of
free standing lamp posts. However,
hopefully the few we have will be
effective!

PLAY AREA UPDATES

As the nights draw in, this is the time
of year we experience more dog
waste on the common, I suspect
because owners can’t see where the
dog does ‘its’ business’ – please be
aware and mindful of this as a lot of
people use the common and it can
spoil a nice walk.

Since the last edition of the
Newsletter, we have installed a new
piece of play equipment at East
Common, removing the mound,
tunnel and slide which were
becoming increasing difficult to
maintain, with a multi-play toddler
activity area. Safety harnesses for
the disabled swing have been
replaced since someone removed
them. The zip wire is up and running
again and we would ask that you
make children aware that it is only
designed for one person and that the
maximum weight is 69kg.
At Longcutt play area, we have just
ordered a new basket swing to
replace the other one that has been
vandalised – the new one is of a
different type of material which
hopefully will stop vandalism. It is
such a shame that equipment is
rendered unusable due to
mistreatment and we would really
encourage you to report any incidents
you see.

NEW FESTIVE LIGHTS
New festive lights have been
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DOG MESS

governance
arrangements
at parish and
town council
level. The aim
is to ensure that the community
governance arrangements reflect the
local identities and interests and are
effective and convenient for electors
and elected representative so will
look at things like:
• Whether to create a new parish/
town council
• Whether to alter parish/town
council electoral arrangements
e.g., number of wards or
councillors

REDBOURN PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION CHARITY
• Whether to alter the boundary of
CALENDAR
an existing parish/town council

The photography competition and
outdoor exhibition in Cumberland
Garden earlier in the year was such a
success that Redbourn Parish
Council decided to fund the
production of a charity calendar to
raise money for the Redbourn
Christmas Hamper Scheme (see
page 12-13, 25) Calendars cost £5
each and make a lovely Christmas
gift - but get yours quick as they are
selling fast!

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE
REVIEW
During 2022, St Albans District
Council will be conducting a
community governance review of the
whole district and will look at

Published by Redbourn Parish Council

A public consultation will begin in
early 2022 and you can find out more
information from Electoral Services
on elections@stalbans.gov.uk.
To find out more about Redbourn
Parish Council you can scan the QR
code below which will take you to our
website: www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk.
To keep up to date with all our latest
news follow us
on social media:
Facebook,
Instagram and
Twitter
@redbournparish
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Scan me to be taken
to our website
www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk
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Visit the pretty and historic village of
Redbourn which will, on Sunday 28th
November from 11-5pm, be

mince pies.

Or follow us on Facebook and our

Our very own Father Christmas will
be there to open and close the

transformed into our annual

market and there will be a festive

Christmas Market celebrating
authentic and quality local produce.

new instagram account for all the
latest and up to date info:

@redbournxmasmarket

raffle with amazing prizes kindly
donated by local businesses,

This year we will have over 90

including a luxury Christmas Hamper

wonderful stalls arranged down the

worth £250. Cumberland Gardens will

High Street and in Cumberland

be transformed into a winter

Gardens overflowing with a huge

wonderland with a traditional

range of products, beautiful crafts and Christmas tree and festive lighting.
numerous gift ideas to get your
Christmas shopping under way.

Throughout the day we will be
entertained with a variety of musical

The Cricketers will again be cooking

talent to get us in the festive mood,

up their tasty BBQ and there will be

there will be something for the whole

many other delicious hot food and

family to enjoy.

drink opportunities, including
seasonal mulled wine and

For more information visit:
www.redbournchristmasmarket.com

"I'm proud to say I'm a 4th generation Redbourner, other than short spells at University and
work have lived here all my life. In 2021 I'm delighted to have been appointed as a

Redbourn Parish councillor.
I'm focused on the parish role alongside that of new mum to my daughter as I take a short career break, prior to that I
have worked in the Technology sector for the last 10 years; introducing over a billion pounds worth of products into
retail stores and into the hands of consumers all over the UK and Europe. Leading teams and empowering great
ideas have served me well in business and I look forward to using that skill for the good of our village.
With a degree in marketing and an open communication style I hope to add value to a number of committees and be
positively involved in Redbourn councillor life, I have a drive, determination and passion for making the village a
better place for us all.”
cllr.danielle.smith@redbourn-pc.gov.uk
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The whole team in front of the famous Lord’s pavilion

Ed Hales celebrating his century at Lord’s

Ed being presented with his commemorative bat by
Henry Holland-Hibbert, the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire
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Here we are again with Christmas
around the corner. Before moving
onto Redbourn Hampers 2021, it
is worth looking back on last year’s
first Redbourn Hamper Scheme.

First Redbourn Christmas
Hamper Scheme
We started with a small committee
and a hope that we might be able to
ease the burden of Christmas for
Last years volunteers socially distanced outside Aubrey Park Hotel
those feeling challenged by the costs.
This was against a backdrop of the
toys were distributed in time
help to another. Sally managed the
previous months’, where
food parcels and Hamper Committee
overwhelming sadness and loss was
team responded to urgent requests
Support
required
beyond
experienced by many and there was
for money for lighting and heating,
a need for all to be worry free for at
Christmas
and on some occasions money for
least one day.
food. It was becoming clear that
We started 2021 with a Herts
The committee was overwhelmed by Community Grant (HFC) underspend families were experiencing food
insecurity as some weekly budgets
the generosity of local people and
and we were kindly offered the
were as low as £30 to £50.
grants from organisations, which
opportunity to spend the money
enabled us to offer food for every
before the end of the financial year.
It was about this time in the year that
meal on the day, and treats for
We started the year believing this
requests came in for help with
children. Armed with huge shopping
was our only task and the files would purchasing children’s’ shoes and the
lists, loans of freezers and garage
then be closed until Christmas 2021, hamper committee resorted to asking
stores the hamper scheme began.
but this could not have been further
individuals in the village to assist by
from the truth - it was the beginning of providing funding for these. We
Anyone could apply for a hamper and need and support far beyond any of
measured feet and bought whatever
indeed many did. Some were
us could have envisaged. During the was on offer at Startrite or Clarks.
resistant not wanting to appear needy next few months we were going to
so initially the applications were
see increases in interest rates, food
We were becoming more and more
slow but gained pace the nearer to
prices soar, and a cut to universal
aware of the difficulties people were
Christmas. Forty hampers were
credit all of which hit the poorer
experiencing and we felt some
issued, providing support for 78
sectors of the community hardest.
support at Easter was appropriate.
adults and 47 children.
We decided to distribute gift bags
We used the underspend money to
containing chocolate eggs for the
purchase supermarket vouchers and children, chocolates for the adults,
It quickly became apparent, that for
vouchers for local eateries, as we felt hot cross buns and an Easter cake.
many families, more than food was
families might enjoy the change of a
needed. Families were struggling to
Aiming to ensure no child missed out,
take away after all the restrictions of
heat their homes so a fuel grant
and families felt supported.
enabled us to provide fuel support for the previous months, and that local
eateries would welcome additional
14 households.
We then obtained another
business. We expected the takeaway grant from Herts Community Fund for
option would be popular with families, heating and lighting and we
Several children and young people
but most opted for the supermarket
were facing a bleak Christmas
distributed this, spending far more
vouchers reporting they were
with limited Santa presents so
than the allocated £1600.
struggling to put food on the table.
a grant enabled us, with parental
By mid-February we realised, that for We either met recipients at the local
guidance, to purchase suitable toys
many in Redbourn life was becoming village shops and loaded cash onto
and vouchers for 36 children.
their gas and electricity cards, we
an ongoing struggle and financial
spent hours in telephone queues
resilience was rapidly disappearing.
The Aubrey Park Hotel provided us
making money transfers onto
with a suite to pack and distribute the
individual’s accounts, or we ordered
Sally
from
the
Redbourn
Community
hampers but the announcement we
calor gas deliveries. Eventually we
Group
and
myself
began
to
resemble
were entering tier 4 meant plans were
managed to complete the task
the boy with his finger in the hole of
scrambled and many volunteers
spending £2150.00. Sadly, the
stood down. Through hard work and the dam wall who tried to stop the
recipients often asked us if we had
leak,
as
we
rushed
from
one
plea
for
sheer determination all hampers and
any more money for food.
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Redbourn has the highest
number of children entitled to
free school meals in the area
Its probably worth noting at this time
that the media was publishing the
disturbing information on the
increasing levels of poverty and what
it meant to children: 75% of children
in poverty live in households where at
least one adult works, and in the
previous twelve months nationally
980, 000 food parcels were issued to
children. These figures were
definitely echoed by the needs in
Redbourn. If we take the accepted
measurement of free school meals as
an indicator of poverty, here in
Redbourn the figures are high. In
each class in the primary school five
children receive free school meals. In
the Consortium of Harpenden
Schools, Redbourn Primary School
has the highest number of children
entitled to free school meals amongst
all the primary schools.

interim the Hamper Fund will
continue to offer support to those in
need with the intention of a seamless
Clearly this level of poverty and social hand over when the time is right.
deprivation cannot be ignored.
Redbourn Christmas Hamper
So, what better provision can
be organised?
Scheme 2021

Providing better provision in
Redbourn

It needs to be fair to all, maintain
peoples’ dignity and enable them to
move forward without being
earmarked as the poor or needy. We
need to put the children of Redbourn
at the centre of any development as
they are our future. I doubt there is
any adult in Redbourn who does not
want the best for children, and feels
unhappy about children experiencing
food insecurity. Research tells us
there is an association between food
insecurity and developmental delays
in young children, resulting in low
achievement, emotional problems,
and poor health outcomes. This can
never be justifiable.

As I write this, steps are been taken
to develop a better provision in
During the summer, I received a call Redbourn where all sectors of society
from social services asking if the
are catered for, but particular
Hamper Committee could help a
attention is given to children. The aim
family, with three children, who
is to centre this provision in the
needed school shoes. I agreed to
Redbourn Community Group which is
contact the family and spent the next much better placed to run such a
few days pondering on the call
scheme rather than the
and decided it was a wakeup call for Hamper Fund. It is where supportive
action to be taken to establish a
resources can be appropriately rallied
better provision in Redbourn. The
and focused action sustained. The
Hamper Committee acting as a local new provision will have two phases social services department is neither firstly dealing with food insecurity,
ideal, nor does it stand up to scrutiny. and then moving on to other
needs. It will take some time to put
Another supermarket voucher
this new initiative in place so as an
initiative was organised, with most
families
requesting
Tesco vouchers
as they are
apparently the
best for school
uniforms and
shoes. We
spent £1,780, in
the hope the
children started
school wearing
appropriate
uniforms and
shoes and the
purchase of
extra food had
been possible.

In the meantime, we are beginning to
organise the hampers for Christmas
2021 and already the requests are
higher than last year.
So, I once again turn to the generous
people of Redbourn and ask for your
support for the Redbourn Hampers at
Christmas so we all can enjoy
Christmas, and the Hamper
Committee can continue to support
families into the new year, whilst the
transition is put in place.
I feel confident I will be back in the
spring to report on all the changes
and developments and how
Redbourn is providing care and
support to all in the community.
Let’s hope the pandemic does not
interrupt this year’s Christmas
celebrations and we enter 2022 on a
positive note.

How to apply for a hamper
There is no selection process.
Anyone can apply by emailing
hampers@stmarysredbourn.org or
calling 07398 755954. You can
arrange to come and collect your
hamper or have it delivered to a
location of your choice.
Deni Ennals Chair of Redbourn
Christmas Hamper Scheme

(For more info
on calendars
see page 25)
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Bourn to be WI’ld is the new face of
the Women’s Institute in Redbourn.
The first meeting at the Village Hall in
September attracted 30 women of all
ages keen to see what the new-look
WI group has to offer.
“There has been a WI in Redbourn
for 90 years and we want to see it
grow and thrive,” said President Beth
Bradley. “We aim to offer a
programme of interesting and fun
activities that attracts new members
who want to make the group their
own.”

while nurturing friendships in the local
community. With these aims in mind
the group meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall.

And, Beth adds, “We are on the
lookout for local speakers who might
In October the group tried their hands like to present to the group.”
at decorative book-folding. In
While there will always be time for a
November a Fun and Games night is
cup of tea and a chat, Bourn to be
on the cards with a Christmas floristry
WI’ld is showing the WI is not only all
workshop planned for December.
about jam-making and cake-baking.
“We look forward to welcoming new
For more information contact
members who we hope will bring
President Beth Bradley on
along lots of ideas for our future
07852 452303 or find the group on
programme,” said Beth.
Facebook

The WIs mission is to educate, inform
Suggestions so far have included
and campaign on women’s issues
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cocktail making, car maintenance and
Canasta along with more traditional
crafts like crochet and knitting.
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Photo Opp
at Redbourn Community Library
Welcome Back!

we are now also going to be offering a laminating service,
so if you wanted anything laminated (max size A4) then
the library can help you with this!

It’s been so wonderful to welcome you all back to the
library, our opening hours are now increasing and by the
end of the year we are hoping to be open 6 days a week. Christmas Market
The opening hours will be announced on the website and
On 28th November Redbourn will once again be holding
on our Facebook page, so watch this space!
the very popular Christmas Market in the High Street and
Cumberland Gardens. The library will, as usual, be
Photo Competition Winner
having a book stall with a good supply of nearly new
We are delighted that the winning photo from the
books and a lucky dip tub for children of all ages.
photographic competition held in the summer will be on
display in Redbourn Library. The photo has been framed Donations
and handed over to the library by Roland, the winning
We are accepting donations of books in AS NEW
photographer, accompanied by his dog Sarah (above)
condition, if you have a pile of lockdown reads looking for
a new home we would love to have them to sell. We use
Children’s Activities
all funds raised from our sales to fund community
This year we are looking forward to providing children’s
activities and events. Thanks so much.
activities once again – Rhyme Time and Story Time are
back every Friday during term time. Sessions will need to We look forward to seeing you!
be pre-booked; all details will be available on Facebook,
If you haven’t visited your Community Library since the
so take a look to see how to join us!
end of lockdown do call into the library to have a look,
Half term week saw you bringing your children along
you don’t have to be a member, but you might like to join.
enjoying Halloween colouring sheets for little ones to
As well as fiction and non-fiction books for adults,
colour in between selecting new books to borrow!
children and young adults we also have newspapers,
magazines, computers and a warm welcome. We look
Laminating Services
forward to seeing you!
Alongside our valued printing and photocopying services
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REDBOURN EMPORIUM

The Emporium is a community
crafting hub where everyone is
welcome. It’s run by local volunteer
crafters and the primary purpose is to
promote mental well-being. Anyone
can drop in, make something or just
have a chat and a cuppa, or join one
of the organized crafting classes. We
offer help with a wide range of crafts
including knitting, crochet, card
making, felting pompom making,
water colour painting, soap making
and anything that’s required. We will
advertise upcoming classes and
activities in the window.
We also sell stationery, greetings

Page | 16

Redbourn News

cards, haberdashery, gifts and take in
dry cleaning. Our gift range includes
many unique locally made items and
many of our crafters will offer a
bespoke service. We can only
continue with the help and support of
the community so urge you to come
and see what’s on offer at the
Emporium.
To cheer up the High St, we are
planning a spectacular Christmas
and already have our charity
Christmas cards in stock. This is a
place where you will find Christmas
gifts – we aim to be the Harrods of
Redbourn!

Published by Redbourn Parish Council

We are situated at the top of the High
St in the old Post Office .Our opening
hours are currently Monday 10 –
2pm, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri and
Saturday 10-3pm. We would love to
extend these hours but would need
more volunteers to do so. If you fancy
getting involved, as a crafter or a
helper please drop into the shop and
someone will help you.
We have a Facebook page Redbourn Emporium – and would be
particularly pleased if someone could
help us with our online activities, but
anyone is welcome to join our
community.

Issue 50 Autumn / Winter 2021/2

www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk

Page | 17

Redbourn News

Published by Redbourn Parish Council

Issue 50 Autumn / Winter 2021/2

www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk

What a day - £18,000 raised for Redbourn charities!

Thank you to everyone who
supported the 4th Redbourn Classics
Motor Show & Village Fete on 4th
September 2021; it was wonderful to
see so many people at the Show and
to experience the party atmosphere
of the day, everyone having a great
day, looking at the classic vehicles,
enjoying the live music, the food and
drink, the rides and entertainment.

£18,000 (after expenses) which has
been given to the following charities:
• £6,800 The Friends of St Mary’s ongoing conservation of Grade 1
listed St Mary’s Church.
• £6,800 Redbourn Community
Group - annual running costs
• £4,000 Redbourn Village Hall for18
new light-weight tables.
• £200 to Redbourn Museum
• £150 to Redbourn Guides a ‘Thank
You’ for giving drinks to volunteers
working at the Show

The Show is more than a classic car
show as it also includes a Village
Fete. We were delighted to give free
pitches to 17 community groups;
some groups such as
Neighbourhood Watch, Friends of
We would like to thank the 100 +
the Nickey Line, Redbourn in Bloom,
volunteers who helped over the
Repair Shed and the Redbourn
weekend; setting up fencing on
Players, were promoting their
Friday evening, putting up the stalls
activities, while others including the
on Saturday morning, collecting the
Guides, Scouts and St Luke’s School
donations at the gates and directing
were fundraising for their group, and
the traffic on the Saturday afternoon
all seem to have had a very busy
and then helping to clear up after the
and successful day.
Show ended. We could not put on
the Show without the kind help of so This year’s show was the
many people. We plan to run the 5th 4th “Redbourn Classics”
and the busiest show to
“Redbourn Classics” on 3rd
September 2022, so if you enjoyed date; with an estimated
6,000 people coming to
the day and would like to help as a
see the classic vehicles
volunteer next year, please get in
and all the attractions.
touch NOW by emailing
volunteer@redbournclassics.co.uk or More than 350 classic
vehicles (25 years+) were
via the website
on display on the Common
www.redbournclassics.co.uk
including cars, trucks,
This year’s Show raised just over
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motorbikes, tractors, and steam
engines. Many thanks to all the
owners of classic vehicles for
bringing them to the Show.
There was fun for all the family with
Woolsey’s Miniature Railway running
their train rides along the Avenue
and entertainment was provided by
local bands Missing the Ferry and
The Barn-ettes.
The success of the event
demonstrates how caring Redbourn
is, and many people have
commented on the friendly, happy
atmosphere and the numbers of
people at the event on the day.
There are lots of photos of the show
on the website:
www.redbournclassics.co.uk
We would like to thank our sponsors:
Redbourn Auto Solutions, Statham’s
Recovery, Ergo Wealth, Farr Brew,
St Albans Van Hire and Ashtons for
supporting the event, and Redbourn
Parish Council for allowing us to hold
the event on the Common and for
their grant aid. See you next year!

Redbourn Classics Committee
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Redbourn
Fireworks
Redbourn
BONDfireworks Display
Saturday
After the washout of 2019 and
This is a self-funding event and is
helping on the day, please contact
Covid cancelled 2020 we needed a only possible through the hard work Vicky Kidd on 01582 794832 or
6th
21and we
year ofNov
good weather
of the Fireworks Committee, along deputy.clerk@redbourn-pc.gov.uk
certainly got it! Numbers were at a
record high for our amazing
‘BONDfire’ night display – expertly
put together by Fantastic Fireworks.

with the volunteers on the night.
Without their commitment and
energy, it would not happen, which
is why it is important that we have
local sponsors, great raffle prizes,
We would like to thank the following
and of course the bucket donations
people:
on the evening.
• All the Sponsors and raffle prize
We are always looking for more
Donators
volunteers and if you are interested
• All the Volunteers who helped in in joining the committee or just
whatever way possible; from
setting up on Saturday morning,
rattling buckets, selling raffle
tickets, ensuring safe car
parking, road management,
clearing up on Sunday and
counting the monies from the
buckets.
• M O’Brien for kindly sponsoring
the top Raffle Prize of a £200
John Lewis Voucher and for the
loan of their lighting tower to
help with car parking
• The Cricketers Pub for letting us
host a quiz night in the Marquee
and providing food and drink for
the attendees
• Fantastic Fireworks for a
wonderful display and Brendan
of BME AV for providing the
excellent sound system and his
support

If you could not find a bucket
donation collector on the night, it is
not too late! You can still donate via
our just giving page which can be
found under Crowdfunding/
Redbournfireworks
Vicky Kidd on behalf of the
Fireworks Working Party

Raffle Prize Winners
Danielle - £200 John Lewis Voucher Donated by M O’Brien

Victoria - Baylis and Harding Crackers and Christmas tree candles

Ian - Prosecco Afternoon Tea for 2 people at Aubrey Park Hotel from Redbourn Pharmacy
Lydia - Family Meal for 4 at the Hollybush

J - Fish & Chips for 2 People with a side order at The Old Cottage

Steve - Cream Tea for 2 at The Enchanted Tea Rooms

Alex - Voucher for a free cut at Redbourn Barbers

Mario - Luxury Pedicure at Atelier

Michelle - £10 Voucher for Sean’s Bakery

Jesse - Lunch for 2 People at The Chequers Inn

Nibs - Bottle of Whisky – Donated by The George

Renee - £25 Cake Voucher for at DLM Designs Co

Chloe - Bottle of Whisky- Donated by Stirling Wills Ltd

Russ - Voucher for a Free Eye test and 10% off Designer
Frames at

S - 15 % off first appointment at Ge Ge Hair & Beauty

Redbourn Eyecare

Colm - Bottle of Prosecco & box of chocs
from The Co-op

www.rsh-accounts.co.uk

www.changingviewsredbourn.co.uk

www.thepuddingstop.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS FROM PCSO ALEX PEDUTO
As life starts slowly to go back to some form of normal after some difficult times for all, the most important message
is to remind everyone that Covid-19 is still with us and to continue to be cautious and adhere to government
guidelines in order to enjoy the simple things we are all used to take for granted. With Halloween and Bonfire night
fast approaching, and the likely gathering of people, we hope the festivities will be enjoyed by all on what promises
to be a spectacular night.
PC Anika Petts has recently joined the team and amongst her duties she will also be covering the Redbourn Area.
We welcome Anika and her wealth of 12 years’ experience in the Intervention Team in St Albans. So don’t be afraid
to come and say hello from time to time especially, and as expected, we will be around on the 6 th of November to
join the Firework Celebrations on Redbourn Common.
Please ensure that your vehicle is securely looked and all valuables have been
removed from within as we have had a number of thefts form motor vehicles in
the Harpenden and surrounding areas. A number of offenders have been
arrested recently and are currently under investigation for those offences. Most
offences are easily prevented by simply checking our car and ensuring they are
securely locked!
The Redbourn Parish Council Police Office is open once again (please see
opposite for dates) so if you need any advice, feel free to pop in.
Please also look out in the coming weeks, for crime prevention advice on the
OWL messaging system….you know what is just around the corner and we all
want to enjoy a merry…..I cannot say the word until at least the first of
December!!

Since removal of Covid restrictions,
crime has gradually increased from
much reduced occurrence, back to
the pre-pandemic levels. Village
crime is still very low but please all
keep alert, helping protect ourselves
and others.

Avoid unplanned purchases at the
door, particularly work to house or
garden.

look occupied. Have lights coming on
by timer and pull curtains. Criminals
look for easy opportunities

Report Cybercrime at
www.actionfraud.police.uk/
or phone 0300 123 2040

Police “face to face” surgeries and
events have recommenced as have
village gatherings. Protect others by
wearing face masks when
appropriate.

There is a new
OWL App. It can
be downloaded
from app stores via
this QR Code.

Scams still increase, noticeably
emails. Use up-to-date protection
software. Keep alert for emails, texts
or phone calls not from whom they
say. DO NOT click links unless you
are positive you know the source.
Any doubts and do not do it and ask
a friend first.

No registration
needed. It operates across
Hertfordshire. Once set up, it
provides notifications to mobile
devices based on current postcode
which can be varied, plus multiple
nearby zones selected. It enables
viewing recent alerts, appeals and
crime prevention advice, plus latest
Action Fraud scam alerts.

Most thefts from vehicles are from
unlocked ones. There are instances
(often caught on CCTV) of criminals
trying car doors at night hoping they
are unlocked. Don’t give thieves the
chance. Thefts of vehicles are
extremely infrequent. Unusual activity
under a car could be catalytic
converter theft. Please report it
quickly.
Stay vigilant. Be aware of
uncharacteristic activities. For more
information visit:
www.herts.police.uk/
protectyourhome.
Have a safe autumn/winter.

Genuine organisations never ask for
Ian White
PIN numbers, bank account details,
Deputy NHW Coordinator Redbourn
card numbers or to transfer money to Keep your home safe as darker
accounts you do not positively know. evenings approach, make your home ian.c.white@ntlworld.com
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LOOKING FOR A
NEW CHALLENGE?
Then Redbourn
Girlguiding needs
YOU!
Did you enjoy Girlguiding as girl or
are you new to Girlguiding? Do you
have some extra time on your
hands? Do you wish to gain new
skills and valuable experience?

Snowy Owl for an initial chat to find
out more at:
firstredbournrangers@outlook.com

Redbourn Girlguiding including the
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and
Rangers enjoyed running the
Refreshment tent at the 2021
Redbourn Classic Motor Show in
September. Thank you to the girls
and their families for volunteering on
To qualify as a Leader, you would be the day and to everyone who visited
provided with training, a mentor and our stall.
full support from other leaders in the
Redbourn District and Harpenden
Rainbows is for girls aged 5 and 6,
Division. Leaders would be expected Brownies for girls aged 7 to 10,
to do some preparation for the
Guides for girls aged 10 to 14 and
meetings and unit administration.
Rangers for girls aged 14 to 18
The Unit Helpers main role is to
years.
attend the term time weekly
meetings.
For more information visit:
1st Redbourn Guides has
temporarily closed until a new
Leader can re-open it and we need
more Leaders and Unit helpers now,
to join in and make the fun happen.

If you are interested, please contact

www.girlguiding.org.uk

Community
Christmas Tree
Decorating
For the 3rd year running now Redbourn Auto
Solutions have kindly donated a 20 foot tree to go
on The Common opposite the Parish Centre.
We would love residents to join us on Saturday
27th November between 4 and 5pm to help us
decorate it.
Please bring along a bauble or decoration which is
suitable for outdoor use (no tinsel please) to be
hung on the tree. Decorations are kept and reused
but if you would like yours back please put your
name on it
Whilst this is an outdoor event, as covid is still
circulating, please wear a mask and social
distance where possible.
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News from Redbourn
Primary School
New school year and Redbourn Primary School
has a new Headteacher. Miss Fenn comes from
The Abbey CE VA Primary School in St Albans
with a proven track record of strong leadership skills and experience
having already spent 11 years as a Head. She thinks that Redbourn
Primary School has great potential and believes in the importance
of working in partnership with parents as they are also the ‘big
educators’ in their children’s lives.

Device Donation Project

Miss Fenn loves music and singing and you may have already
bumped into her at Folk on the Common in the summer. She is
sharing her passion with the children in assemblies, teaching them
2 different songs each week. The newly established year 6 choir will
be making their debut at the Redbourn Christmas Market this year
as Miss Fenn is keen for the school to be more involved in the local
community once
more.
As part of their
work this term,
children have
been learning
about
Poem by Grace Wilkinson in Year 5
Remembrance
Day. Miss Fenn told us: ‘On Armistice Day, all at Redbourn
Primary School were wearing a poppy and holding a minute's
silence at 11 o’clock in memory of those who have sacrificed their
lives for us during world wars. Each class made a poppy collage
as part of a whole school art project with the children thinking
about what they are grateful for and reflecting on those whose
lives have been affected by conflict.’
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Redbourn
Village Hall
It is wonderful to welcome people
back to Redbourn Village Hall (RVH)
which is fully open, and we are
delighted that all the regular users of
RVH are once again enjoying their
clubs, classes, meetings, and social
events.

website and noticeboards for more
information.

www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk or
follow RVH on Facebook:
@Redbourn-Village-Hall
Thank you to the organizing
committee of the 2021 Redbourn
Classic Motor Show for choosing
RVH as their third charity to receive a
donation from the money raised. The
donation is very appreciated and will

It’s also great to be looking forward to
future community events in RVH; on
the 9/10/11th of December the
Redbourn Players will be putting on
“How the other Half Loves” and have
a spring production planned for May
22; The Redbourn Christmas Market
will be in the RVH carpark on Sunday
28th Nov; the Redbourn Village
Markets continues on the 2nd
Saturday of the month on 11th Dec
inside and outside RVH; Active in
Redbourn have a quiz night planned
for early February 2022 and The
Redbourn Easter Fair will be on over
the Easter weekend in 2022.
Many other community events will be
on in 2022 so please check the RVH
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be used to buy new equipment.
Thanks to everyone who volunteered
to make it a fun community event.
RVH ran a stall, and it was a
wonderful opportunity to share what’s
available in RVH.
RVH will be celebrating its centenary
year and the RVH Management
Committee (RVHMC) are looking for
volunteers to run some events as part
of the 100 years celebration. If you
are interested in researching the RVH
history, putting on an event or have
another idea to mark the centenary,
please contact us asap. The RVHMC
are always looking for new volunteers
to join the team too.
Do you have any stories about RVH,
or photos of events held in RVH
during the last 100 years? We would
be delighted to hear from you
because we hope to collect enough
information and photos to put on a
RVH Centenary display. Old RVH
photo shared with the previous
permission of Geoff Webb from
www.hertsmemories.org.uk
Contact the RVH Manager at Office
Phone: 01582 792822,
RVH Mobile: 07712 658587
Or Email:
office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
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Redbourn’s 1st
Outdoor
Photography
Exhibition &
charity calendar
for 2022
On a very hot Friday at the
beginning of July, photographers
Annie Griggs and Jet Black
Squares, Cllr Symon Vegro, Chris
Kenny and Becky Firth decorated
Cumberland Gardens inside and
out with over 200 images that
were entered into the Redbourn
Photography Competition.
Redbourn’s first outdoor photo
exhibition was only supposed to
be up for a week but there was
such a buzz and atmosphere,
with so many people visiting and
enjoying the event that we

Page | 25

Redbourn News

Published by Redbourn Parish Council

extended the display to 2 weeks!

Seeing how much pleasure the
exhibition gave people and taking
on board feedback, Redbourn
Parish Council decided to make a
calendar of images to raise
money for a local cause.
Councillors and officers were
keenA to
support
Deni
Ennals
recent
NHS Blood
donation
session in RVH
Redbourn Christmas Hamper
Scheme (see article pages 12-13)
so have produced the calendar so
all profits can go towards the
Hamper Scheme.
Calendars cost only £5 and can
be bought from Redbourn Parish
Council, St Mary’s Church,
Redbourn Methodist Church,
Redbourn Community Group and
Redbourn Primary School.
For more information visit:
www.redborn-pc.gov.uk
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