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CHAIR’S
COMMENTS
Cllr David Mitchell
Redbourn Parish Centre,
The Park, Redbourn, Herts,
AL3 7LR
Open for business:
Mon - Thurs 10am - 2pm
Fri 10am - 1pm
Tel: 01582 794832
Emergency no: 07436 549589

Parish Council Staff:
Clerk- Chris Kenny
clerk@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

Deputy Clerk - Vicky Kidd
deputy.clerk@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

Facilities Officer - Zoe Urrejola
facilities@redbourn-pc.gov.uk
Community Officer - Becky Firth
community@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

Website:

www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk
Facebook, Instagram &
Twitter
@redbournparish
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

much missed by both councillors and
residents alike. R.I.P.

y the time you read this, RPC
will have held its first Annual Parish
Meeting in person since 2019. It
shows that things are getting back
to normal at long last! At these
meeting we announce the Community
Champion to someone who has
made an outstanding contribution to
Redbourn life. However, during the
Covid pandemic, so many people
went the extra mile to help the local
community that it was impossible
to choose any one person. Instead,
we decided to give the 2022 Award
to the Redbourn Community as a
whole! Individuals and organisations
will receive a certificate to mark the
amazing way Redbourn residents
supported one another through the
Covid crisis. Thank you so much.

REDBOURN NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

B

Our Neighbourhood Plan is now
complete and we are hoping it will go
to a referendum later this year. Only
if at least 50% of Redbourn residents
approve the plan will it be adopted.
However, we feel confident that the
plan will prove to be a useful tool to
ensure the best future for Redbourn.
On another planning note, Natural
England has said that, for the time
being, no new housing can be built
within a 12.6km radius of Ashridge
in order to protect the ecologically
important Beech Tree Woods. The
area includes the whole of Redbourn.
More news should be available later in
the year.

SAD NEWS

HAPPY TO CHAT BENCH

In February this year, we learnt of the
passing of Cllr Maria Maynard after
a long illness. Maria was one of the
longest serving parish councillors
having joined the council in 1995. As
well as being a dedicated councillor,
she was also very active in the
community and particularly enjoyed
her role as the Curator of the Redbourn
Village Museum.

We have installed a ‘Happy to Chat’
bench in Cumberland Garden. The
‘Happy to Chat’ bench features a
simple sign which reads ‘Sit here if you
don’t mind someone stopping to say
hello’ and are designed to help combat
loneliness and encourage community
interaction.

A few weeks later, Pauline Allcroft
also passed away. Pauline worked
for the council for many years as
the assistant to the then Clerk, Diane
Whiskin. Pauline always had a smile
on her face and nothing was too much
trouble. After stepping down from
her role in the council, she immersed
herself in community activities and
was instrumental in founding the
Redbourn U3A.
Both Maria and Pauline were
remarkable people and they will be

Some people may go days, or even
weeks, without the simplest of human
contact. As restrictions have been
removed and summer approaches,
many people are getting used to
leaving their homes, and looking to
interact with their community. By
sitting on the bench, people will know
that you’re open to a friendly talk.
If you see someone sitting on one,
why not consider approaching them
and have a chat. You might learn
something new, make a new friend, or
simply brighten someone’s day!”

NEWS FROM THE CLERK
Chris Kenny

T

his time of year feels like new
beginnings and as you see the spring
flowers blooming, this certainly seems to
be the case.

REDBOURN IN BLOOM
Redbourn in Bloom, a volunteer group,
works tirelessly all year round to keep the
village looking vibrant with their creative
use of colours and flowers. This year’s
colour scheme is to be red, white, and
blue in honour of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee celebrations.

BIG JUBILEE PICNIC
We’re looking forward to our Big Jubilee
Picnic on the common on 5th June. The
event will kick off with a fancy dress
parade down the avenue of trees at
12pm, the theme of which is crowns and/
or 1950s dress. We hope you will join us
for a picnic from 1pm with live music
followed by some traditional games and
a community singalong. More info p8.

GREEN SPACES MANAGEMENT
PLAN
The Common has had its first cut of
the season – don’t you just love the
smell of freshly mown grass? This will
be continued to be cut throughout the

growing season, more about this on
pages 4-5

MUSEUM REPAIRS
During the recent storm, we were lucky
in that there was not any major damage
to our trees, although the museum did
suffer some damage to the rendering on
the gable end. As this is a listed building,
this means that we have to repair it using
certain materials at a certain time of year
so work will be completed by the end of
the summer.

PLAY AREA UPDATES
We continue to experience some
vandalism of the play equipment in the
play area at East Common. We have
ordered replacement baby swings which
should be with us soon. We have also
invested in a new piece of equipment
at the play area in Long Cutt and have
received positive feedback from this.

COMMUNITY GRANTS
Each year we set aside money to be used
in the form of grants. During the course
of the year, organisations can apply for a
grant and, for the financial year 2021/22,
we have awarded to the following groups:
Redbourn Community Group, Redbourn
in Bloom, Folk on the Common,

Classics on the Common, Allotment
Association, Woollams, Active in
Redbourn, Coronavirus Volunteer
Group, Citizens Advice, Scouts
Community Library, Summit Support
Certainly a varied array of activities!

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY
As a Council, we are keen to embrace
different forms of communications and
certainly, since I have worked as clerk,
we have moved forward greatly. You can
follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook
and our website. Having these platforms
in place, we now need to ensure we use
them to our best advantage and to do
this messages we send out should be
meaningful and relevant to the parish.
To this end, we are currently developing
a communications strategy which
includes updating the council’s aims and
objectives. We will be sharing these in
the near future, once completed.
Please enjoy the summer and take
advantage of all the activities that are
being held on the common this year –
please respect the area, use the bins,
take your litter home, pick up dog mess
and be respectful to others who are
using the space.
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WILDFLOWER MEADOW
Our wildflower meadow is not only an idyllic sight on the
common, but it provides vital food for insects, butterflies,
birds, and small animals. The UK has lost 97% of its wildflower
meadows since the 1930s and therefore we are protecting
one of the rarest habitats in the UK. Without them, we lose
our pollinating insects and this in turn threatens our own food
supply.
We are currently working with Hertfordshire County Council,
Countryside and Rights of Way Team to amend the plan for
our green spaces, because the way we manage the land
needs to adapt to the impact of climate change. For example,
we currently have 2 cuts a year in the conservation areas to
allow the long grasses and wildflowers to flourish, but we may
reduce that to one cut, as the land has become so much drier
in recent years. The long meadows help to protect and diversify
our meadow species of plants, insects, and small mammals.

CARING FOR OUR
GREEN SPACES
Zoe Urrejola - Facilities Officer

REDBOURN COMMON

F

GARDENS AND HEDGES
Cumberland Gardens and The Parish Centre Garden are the
largest gardens we maintain, but we also look after a large
amount of hedging from Church End up to the Millennium Site
and including all the village entrances. We are making a new
investment in Cumberland Gardens shortly to improve the
planting scheme and add some colour to the garden, so watch
this space!

PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS
Play area inspections are carried out in each play area once
a week and once a year we engage an external consultant to
carry out a thorough survey of all our equipment, to ensure
nothing has been missed.
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when the cut grass is cut and
left for several days to allow
the nutrients and minerals
from the grass to go back
into the soil and feed the
microorganisms that live in
the soil.

ormerly known as ‘The
Heath’, Redbourn Common is
just over 40 acres of species
rich semi-natural grassland,
including an avenue of
lime trees and a wildflower It may surprise you to know
that there are 108 scheduled
meadow.
cuts each year on the common!
Historically villagers held
‘Common Rights’ which meant TREES
their animals could feed on We do not own the trees that
the grass, they could cut peat line your streets, but we do
or turf and could even hang manage most of the trees on
their washing out to dry. There the common, the Millennium
was once a tennis court, a golf Site and Cumberland Gardens.
course, a rifle range and even We maintain the lower canopy
a pond. However, since it was of all our trees and attend to
gifted by the Earl of Verulam any immediate damage from
in 1947, it has been carefully storms that do not require a
managed and maintained by tree surgeon to attend, but
Redbourn Parish Council. A we hire professional tree
management plan has been surgeons for the vast majority
developed, to deliver both of our work. We also engage
what is needed to encourage specialist arborists to carry
balanced eco systems and to out a tree survey every 5 years.
provide recreational areas for All our trees have a small
our residents and visitors.
brass disc attached to them
The common is cut to a very
detailed plan, with varying
machines, heights, and times
of cutting. There are times

with a number. The arborists
assess the condition of each
tree, so we can plan for any
possible need to cut or treat

a tree before it becomes too diseased or LITTER PICKING
falls. Unfortunately, we do lose trees due
We litter pick 8 hours per week, 52 weeks
to ground movement and storms and
of the year across the whole village.
occasionally we have no option but to
In addition, we empty 12 bins on a
remove them.
biweekly schedule, though this is often
FURNITURE
increased if our grounds maintenance
We have 92 pieces of furniture including team see the bins are full.
noticeboards, gates, signs, columns, and
We are responsible for emptying the
benches, which we maintain over a 2-year
following bins: Central avenue of The
rota. We do not currently have space for
Common x 4, Cumberland Gardens x 1,
any new benches, but we will need to
Millennium Site x 1, Flamsteadbury Lane
consider the possibility of replacing a few
Play Area x 1, Silk Mill Play Area x 1, Long
of the older benches. If your family has
Cutt Play Area x 2, East Common Play
had a bench for more than 5 years on
Area x 2
the common or in Cumberland Gardens,
we would be very grateful if you would All other bins are the responsibility of St
contact us to discuss your bench on Albans City & District Council (SADC).
This can cause confusion, as we are for
01582 794 832.

example, responsible for the bins in the
central avenue of the common, but not
the ones on the outer edge. Generally,
the rule is that we are not responsible for
grounds maintenance where the land or
asset is adjacent to a highway. Therefore,
we are not responsible for the outer edges
of the common or any verges, because
they are adjacent to a highway. Another
example are the bins in Cumberland
Gardens. Though we own the gardens,
are only responsible for the bin adjacent
to the seating. The bins closest to the
High Street and Hawkes Drive are the
responsibility of SADC.
For more information and to report any
issues visit our website:
www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk/faultreporting-form.html

THE MOOR
An area known locally as The
Moor, is in the wettest area of The
Common. It is identified by a line
of Weeping Willow trees that line
the banks The River Red.
In the Summer our grounds
maintenance team cut the foliage
within three metres of the bridge
on either side, giving clear access
for the community to the water
and central path over the bridge.
We also cut the tops off all the
nettles, but they are not cut to the

ground because their presence
encourages wildlife.
Brambles or other overgrown
material along the riverbank are
cut back and three times a year
between 1st October and 31st
March we clean the channel
of the River Red by hand to
approximately 1 metre wide,
placing all cut debris on the banks
of the river for several days, to
allow the wildlife to escape before
we remove it.
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Our aim is to provide an outstanding professional,
cost effective and friendly service.
 Established over 50 years
 Traditional values with forward thinking
and modern technology
 Full range of business and personal
accountancy and tax services
 Latest cloud software
 Free initial meeting
Contact us today:
enquiries@stotengillam.co.uk
Tel: 01582 608601

www.stotengillam.co.uk
@stotengillam
99 High Street South, Dunstable, LU6 3SF
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HCPC Registered Podiatrist: Diane Fletcher BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MChS

Mobile Podiatry & Chiropody Services

Mobile
Podiatry
HCPC Registered
Podiatrist: &
Diane Fletcher BSc (Hons), RCPod
Chiropody
Services
Offering a professional foot care
Offering
foot care
serviceinatthe
service
ata professional
affordable
prices
affordable
prices
in
the
comfort
of
your
comfort of your homeown home

• Nail care, corns, callus (hard skin)
• Ingrown toenails – advice and conservative treatment • Verruca
=
• Fungal nail • Athletes foot • Diabetic foot assessments • Foot pain

Nail care, corns, callus Ingrown toenails
= Diabetic foot assessments = Foot pain &
more

=

07903 293533
www.flexifootcare.co.uk
Call: 0790 3293533
flexifootcare@hotmail.com
Email: flexifootcare@hotmail.com

Discounts for 3 or more in one location & competitive rates for care homes & day centres
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We are welcoming drop-in’s at Redbourn

WE’RE HERE TO HELP
HOW TO GET ADVICE FROM US:

Parish Centre every Monday 1:30pm to
CALL us to get advice on 01727 811118
3:30pm.
or 0800 1448848
We are also providing our full service
online and over the phone, as well as some Opening hours:
face-to-face appointments at The Hub,
Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm,
Civic Centre, St Albans.
Friday 10am to 1pm
Our advice is free and confidential.
Face-to-Face: 10am to 1pm The Hub,
Whatever your issue we’re here to help.
Civic Centre, St Peter Street
We provide up-to-date advice on many
issues including money, benefits, housing, Or visit our website:
reducing energy bills, employment and www.citizensadvicestalbans.org.uk
family issues. We can also help with form
where you can chat to an adviser online or
filling, applying for benefits, grants or Blue
email us. Our website can be translated
Badge applications; and we can help you
into over 100 languages, simply go to the
understand and write letters. If you’re on
Homepage and select the language box.
a low income you may qualify for Pension
Credit or help with your Council Tax or For general information visit:
electricity bill.
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
If you need help, please get in touch.
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Vivien - Advisor

Call us with Relay UK if you can’t hear or
speak on the phone. To find out more
visit relayuk.bt.com
Follow us on Twitter @CAStalbans

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU
CALL US
When you call, we will arrange for
someone to call you back to find the
most appropriate way for us to help you.
This could be giving you the information
you need to solve your problem yourself,
or it could be making an appointment to
discuss your problem further.

BIG JUBILEE PICNIC

5th June on Redbourn Common

The Parish Council wanted to provide an opportunity for

Afternoon tea will be served in the Methodist church; we also
have an ice cream van and the Hollybush will have a ‘pop up’ bar
residents to come together and celebrate the Queens’ Platinum whilst the Cricketers will be running their BBQ.
Jubilee. A working party have been busy developing an event
It’s hoped for those that cannot hold a street party, this will be
that we hope all will enjoy.
an opportunity to still socialise with your neighbours – why not
We are holding a Picnic on the Common on Sunday, 5th June get a street team together for the tug of war and relay races!
2022. Come along with your picnics and mix with family and
The event is being funded by the Parish Council but there will
friends, neighbours and friends you haven’t even made yet to
be an opportunity for those that want, to donate some money
celebrate this event. There will be live music, fun fair rides, team
towards the cost of the event.
games and a Crown/fancy dress parade. We will be finishing
with a ‘singalong’ and asking residents to suggest a song to be We look forward to seeing you – we just need the sun to come
included. The most popular choices will be used. See us on along too!
Facebook for more information building up to the event.
Below is a taster of the timetable of events:

For more information, see our Facebook page or contact the
Parish Council office on 01582 794832

Sometimes we may direct you to a
different organisation that is better
placed to help.
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CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF THE HUB!

Lindy and Simon Barnes

How did it start? Well, An empty ground

floor space in a listed building at number
22 High Street, became available. It had
always been Simon’s dream to have a cycle
themed coffee shop. We decided to ‘give it
a go’. In six short weeks we had agreed to
go ahead. What could go wrong?
Firstly we began painting and decorating
and selecting furniture. Then the all
important question: what coffee to choose?
We visited the Allpress Roastery in London
and were impressed not only with their
blend of coffee but also the company ethos.
We bought a state of the art hand-made
coffee maker, La Marzocco. No sooner was
it installed, and with the paint hardly dry,
people started to come in the door and ask
to sample our wares.
Where do our cakes come from? Well
we needed nice home made cakes from
bakers, and I really enjoyed sampling them!
The Redbournbury Mill supplied quite a few
delicious and appealing delights.

Where did we advertise? Fortunately
Redbourn residents liked our offering
and then cyclists started to come from
near and far...
Staff was just Simon, Lindy and Pam,
a friend of Tim Wharton of Wharton
Antiques next door. Pam has been with
us from Day 1 and still does a splendid
job. She has been a major factor in
our continued success. Also we took
on students and paid for their barista
training, and giving them experience.
We still endeavour to bring the best
to our customers and take care of our
valued staff, even during the challenging
times of COVID whilst being eco and
green.
We are proud to be Redbourn’s Hub and
a Friend of the High Street.
So, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING US FOR 10 YEARS !

celebrate other cultures in our activities, such as a Burns
Night ceilidh, Holi festival and Eid. Young people get a chance
to try kayaking, archery, shooting, climbing and all sorts of
other pursuits, picking up teamwork and leadership skills
that will serve them throughout their lives. As they progress,
Scouts take more responsibility for deciding and organising
the programme for the term, and this helps to keep them
engaged right into their teens.

REDBOURN SCOUT GROUP
Dave Mills - Group Scout Leader

1st Redbourn has a thriving Scout group with over 140

young people from 6 to 14. We operate from the Scout Hut at
Greyhound meadow, but are more often to be seen outdoors
hiking the footpaths, camping out and running the ever-popular
burger stall at Redbourn community events.
Scouting is an opportunity for young people to enjoy themselves
and make new friends whilst learning skills and discovering
things about their community and the wider world. We often
10 Redbourn News

Part of the Scout Promise is to help other people and do a
good turn every day; recently this included sorting donations
at Redbourn Food Bank, delivering groceries during the
pandemic and making Christmas cards for the lonely. We run
a very successful Easter Egg Hunt and often collect money
or donations for charity. We also train our young people to
be aware of the issues in their wider society, to respect
differences and stand up to injustice.
We currently have a long waiting list to join Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts, because of a shortage of adult leaders. Are you
looking for a new challenge, to spend time outdoors inspiring
young people and learn valuable skills? New leaders are given
a comprehensive training programme and are supported
by experienced mentors. If you are interested, just contact
redbourngsl@gmail.com.
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PENNY WATERMAN SCHOOL OF DANCE
Saturday mornings
In
Redbourn Village Hall

Our Active Communities programme ooers a
friendly welcome at local venues allowing you
to access high quality group exercise sessions
on your “doorstep.” Our classes include an
opportunity for refreshments and socialising at
every session. All abilities and tness levels are
welcome. We are available to answer any
questions you may have about getting active in
your community.

9.00 – 9.30am Tots Ballet for 3 – 5 years
9.30 – 10.00 Junior Ballet for 5 – 10 years
We have similar classes Saturday and
weekday mornings & afternoons
in Harpenden & St Albans
from ages 18 months to 15 years

Active Communities classes at Redbourn Parish Hall:
Strength & Balance with Karen, Monday 13.30 – 15.00
Gentle Zumba with Doreen, Tuesday 13.30 – 15.00

FOR ADULTS IN REDOURN VILLAGE HALL
ON TUESDAYS:
Beginners Ballet 6.15 -7.10pm
Intermediate 7.15 – 8.10pm
Adult Tap 8.15 – 9pm

Other classses include Senior Circuits, Forever Fit, Gentle Aerobics
and FAB FitSteps

You can book these classes via the Everyone Active App
For more information call 01727 736080 or email

Tel: 01727 858632
Email: admin@pennywaterman.com

stalbansactivecommunities@everyoneactive.com
Everyone Active manages these sessions in partnership
with St. Albans City & District Council.

Apartment A1

Swendell Hall

Measures 12 x 8m - hard floor
Accommodates 100 people standing /80 seated
Ideal for business meetings, training & seminars

Conference Room

Fully Equipped Kitchen

Commercial size electric oven &
gas hob, hot water urn, dishwasher,
microwave, fridge & freezer. Fully
stocked with cutlery & crockery

Entrance Foyer
T-loop installed for the hard of hearing

Measures 9 x 7m - carpet
Accommodates 40 people standing/
16 seated + tables
Ideal for business meetings, training & seminars

Redbourn Parish Centre, The
Park, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7LR
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Male, female & disabled toilets
on site with Dyson hand driers
& baby changing facilities

01582 794832
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Your local Talking Newspaper (‘SADTN’) helps to keep

visually impaired residents and others in touch with what
is happening in Redbourn, St Albans, Harpenden and the
surrounding communities.

HOW IT WORKS
We send our weekly audio programme to more than 80 local
listeners, who have come to us through recommendations
from current listeners, word-of-mouth or reference by care
homes, GP practices, opticians, clinics, seniors’ clubs etc.

REDBOURN FESTIVAL

They are delivered/returned free to listeners by Royal Mail
‘Articles for the Blind’ on a memory stick which they listen to
through an easy-to-use player (provided by SADTN on free
loan) or their own computer. Volunteers record the news
programmes and articles; others handle the production,
copying and distribution.

July 2nd & 3rd: North Common

Redbourners and local cycling enthusiasts can look forward

to an exciting weekend of free fun and entertainment on and
around the Common. Active in Redbourn and Verulam Cycling
Club are delighted to announce the very first two-day Redbourn
Festival. The Saturday “Fun Day” and the Sunday” Fete du Velo”
are packed with all that families and friends of all ages need
for a wonderful weekend. Our aim is to offer residents and
visitors two super days out, with activities and entertainment
absolutely free of charge. A wide range of locally provided food
and drink will be on sale including coffee, ice cream, and fastfood offerings.
No tickets needed just turn up!

FAMILY FUN DAY (SAT 2ND JULY) 11AM TO 4PM
Over 25 local community groups will supply fun games and
activities. These include target Pétanque, ”Beat The Goalie”,
“Splat A Rat”, skipping challenges and much more. At the heart
of the event on the common, there will be continuous on-stage
entertainment including live music from “Mama Love Live”
and performances from the Library, Primary School and Latin
dance / Keep Fit.

Our programmes can also be enjoyed on the ‘Listen Online’
page on our website and on the free app “Talking Newspaper”
in the East of England section.

WHAT KIND OF PROGRAMMES ARE RECORDED?

FETE DU VELO (SUN 3RD JULY) 10AM TO 4PM
This will be the 7th Redbourn Fete du Velo, inspired and created
by our very own Simon Barnes of The Bike Loft and Hub fame. It
is a celebration both for “fun cyclists” with a range of community
cycling events including a “Scootathon”, high-quality British
Cycling races on closed roads around the common for serious
racers, all supplemented by a “velo” marketplace. On the main
stage will be live musical entertainment – easy on the ear
music, perfect for a Sunday morning brunch followed by a cool
smooth afternoon set from the Berkeley Jazz band.
Any surplus funds raised will be donated to Redbourn Primary
and St Luke`s schools.
Meanwhile, for more info visit: www.redbournfestival.org.uk
email: info@activeinredbourn.co.uk or call Chris Emmel
on 07770 863864.
If you can help during the day please get in touch.
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With thanks to our sponsors, The Bike Loft, Ashtons Estate
Agents, Le Col and Whitton Electrical and supporters, Redbourn
Parish Council , Herts County Council and Herts Cycling.

Our programmes include news stories and letters from the
Herts Advertiser, St Albans & Harpenden Review and local
newsletters, articles from Hertfordshire Life Magazine,
interviews with local ‘celebrities’, previews of local events,
audiobook discussions, ‘nature notes’, exercises devised for
seniors, and more.

HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE?
As a registered charity active since 1974 and run entirely by
volunteers, SADTN is funded through gifts, donations, street
collections and bequests. Our website explains how new
listeners can join and how new volunteers can offer to help.
Visit: www.sadtn.org.uk
In 2019, SADTN was honoured to be presented with The
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service by The Lord Lieutenant of
Hertfordshire. (The QAVS is the MBE for a voluntary group.) In
the same year, we received the Mayor of St Albans & District’s
Special Recognition Award for “outstanding organisations
that make a positive contribution to the local community” and,
in 2021, the Lord Lieutenant’s ‘Heroes of Hertfordshire Award’
for having continued our weekly service without a break
throughout the pandemic.
Contact: info@sadtn.org.uk

Website: www.sadtn.org.uk
www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk 15

SCAMS
ALERT!

NEIGHBOURHOOD
SURGERY DATES

POLICE SAFER
NEIGHBOURHOOD
TEAM NEWS

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH UPDATE
St Albans District crime still
returns to pre-pandemic levels.
Notable exceptions:
• Residential Burglary down
again and 50% of pre-pandemic
level.
• Theft from motor vehicles
down 12% on last year.
• Theft of motor vehicles up
52% on this time last year
across St Albans.
Redbourn crime is still low. For
monthly detailed breakdown go to
OWL website & log-in, then “Local”
tab, “Crimemapper” at very bottom
of page.
Scams still increase whether
email, text or phone. They catch
even the most alert. Thoroughly
check the source. If not totally
sure of the source, do not respond
or click a button/link. Scam clues
include:

Due to a number of incidents of thefts of

or phone 0300 123 2040
As spring/summer comes be
very aware of callers at the door
offering services particularly to
house or garden. Do not make
such purchases or agree to
unplanned works. In all likelihood
they will not be as you expected.
Keep your home safe. Spring/
summer brings brighter nights
and tendency for open doors and
windows. Secure them on leaving
the house and at night.
The OWL App for mobiles. No
registration. Once set up, it
provides notifications to mobiles
based on current postcode plus
nearby zones selected. It enables
viewing recent alerts, crime
prevention advice, latest scams.
Or visit the website;
www.owl.co.uk
Stay vigilant. Be aware
uncharacteristic activities.

• Poor spelling or grammar.

For more information visit:

• Not addressed to you
personally.

www.herts.police.uk

• “From” email address
obviously not genuine.
• The person on the call does
not actually know who you are
or specific details.
Use
antivirus
software
on
computers and mobiles. Report
Cybercrime at:
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
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Keep safe this spring/summer.
To make contact with Redbourn
Co-ordinators email:
malcolm.wickens01@gmail.com
or

JUNE

PCSO Alex Peduto

Ian White Deputy NHW Co-ordinator

Since the reduction in Covid,

MAY

number plates, officers from the Harpenden Safer
Neighbourhood Team organised a Safe Plate
Event on the 8th of February, whereby tamper free
screws were used to securely fix number plates to
members of the public vehicles.

AT REDBOURN
PARISH CENTRE

Theft of number plates allows criminals to use the
stolen plates on similar vehicles to commit further
crime such as bilking’s (theft of fuel) shoplifting
and much more. These particular type of screw
cannot easily be removed and would slow down
and hopefully stop any attempt to remove plates
from cars.
The day was very successful with 26 vehicle
attending on the day and more members of the
public picking up a free pack for a spot of DIY.
The Harpenden team will be on hand again with
another Safe Plate Event on the 26th of June from
12:00 noon and 14:00 for any members of the
public who wish to use this service.
In other news, there have been a number of scam
calls in reference to covid tests and certification.
Please be advised that there are more and more
internet scams in reference to Omicron whereby
NHS services have been offered for a fee. NHS,
Police and any other government agency will never
ask for personal details and/or bank details.
As always , if it sounds too good to be true, it
generally is.

DIVORCED or
SEPARATED?
PROBLEMS SEEING THE CHILDREN?
Harpenden Child Contact Centre can help
Plenty of toys, games and things to do
Parents need not meet. No charges

Where does it happen?

All Saints Church Hall, 129 Station Rd,
Harpenden, AL5 4UU
Open 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month
For further information contact the Co-ordinator
07842 167767
harpendenccc@gmail.com

ian.c.white@ntlworld.com

HARPENDEN CHILD
CONTACT CENTRE
A

re you interested in helping children from separated families
keep in touch with both parents?
Harpenden Child Contact Centre, provides a safe place for
children to meet their non-resident parent. Contact sessions
take place twice a month, when up to 18 children attend,
supported by trained volunteers.
Sadly when relationships break down sometimes the children
get caught up in the middle and contact between the child
and their non-resident parent stops or reduces. Our aim is to
provide a safe and friendly environment where the children
can see their parents and hopefully we can help to rebuild trust
between the parents.
https://harpendenchildcontactcentre.org.uk
HCCC Trustees are looking for a new Co-ordinator/Team
Leader to provide good leadership to our teams of volunteers
and an effective service for families.
This is an immensely rewarding role, and if you are interested
and would like to discuss it further, please contact our
Coordinator Ken Brennan

www.harpendenchildcontactcentre.org.uk

07913 761167
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Reasonable community
hire rates

Making a difference
across the generations

Special rates for
parties &
weekends

Large Main Hall
with a stage, bar
kitchen, sound &
light system
(capacity 210)

Medium function
room with
serving hatches
to Main Kitchen
(capacity 80)

Small meeting
room with
adjacent drinks
kitchen
(capacity 25)

During the week each room can be hired by the hour - great for clubs, classes or meetings.
Weekend party packages are available - great for children’s parties or evening celebrations.
office@redbournvillagehall.org.uk
Facebook:@RedbournVillageHall

www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk

REDBOURN VILLAGE
HALL

Jane Owen - Manager

T

he Redbourn Village Hall Centenary film show in February
was a great success, with many people sharing their
knowledge of past times in Redbourn by naming the people in
the films or explaining where the footage was taken. As part of
Redbourn’s celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee the
Redbourn Museum have kindly offered to put on a different
film show including the film of the Queen’s coronation events
in Redbourn. This time it will be on a Friday evening with
refreshments from 7pm on 3rd June. Information and tickets
from www.redbournmuseum.org

REDBOURN PLAYERS
The Redbourn Players Spring production of “Cinders; the
true story“ by David Tristram will be performed on Thursday
19th, Friday 20th and two shows on Saturday 21st May.
Email redbourn.players@gmail.com or Ashtons for tickets.
The Players have a history of over 50 years of twice-yearly
performances in RVH and they are not to be missed.

TABLE TENNIS COACHING
Something
new! Hertfordshire Table Tennis Coaching has
18 Redbourn News

Phone: 01582 792822
Mobile: 07712 658587

moved to RVH and is now offering playing and coaching
sessions, both during weekdays and Friday evenings.
www.hertfordshiretabletenniscoaching.uk. There is also
the opportunity to hire the Centenary Room and table tennis
equipment for private sessions. Similarly, there is a Badminton
club in RVH, or the Main Hall and Badminton nets can be hired
for private play.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Redbourn Village Hall is a registered Charity supported by
a small volunteer Management Committee and we warmly
invite more people to join us. After our last appeal for support,
Matt replied and kindly offered to create and run a new
website for RVH and the result is great! The address remains
www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk but the website has a new
look and provides up-to-date information about “What’s on in
RVH.” Please check it out, because there are so many clubs,
activities, and events for all ages to enjoy in RVH. Information
and posters are also available on the inside RVH noticeboards.
Do you have any stories or photos of events held in RVH during
the last 100 years? If so the RVH Manager would be delighted
to hear from you.
Office Phone: 01582 792822 or RVH Mobile: 07712 658587
Email: office@redbournvillagehall.
Facebook: Redbourn-Village-Hall
Website: www.redbournvillagehall.org.uk

As part of the wider
support we offer, Redbourn Community
Group has been delighted to fund some lovely new
equipment for Redbourn Pre-School at the Methodist
Church on North Common.
We were welcomed by Lorraine and her staff to visit
and view the new equipment being used by the children.
It was rewarding to see what a difference the colourful
tables and chairs, and rainbow emotions rug, have
made to the look and feel of the space and to the
enjoyment of the children.
And some happy comments
ul with vibrant
‘I think the rug is beautif
made by the children:
faces showing
colours. All the different
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different feelings will als
ns.
otio
em
‘I like the new rug
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The chairs loo
all in lovely bright
‘I like the chairs be
practical folding tables,
cause you
school.
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can choose a colou
colours - perfect
r.’
the support of the
‘I like the different
We are so lucky to have
colour
up.
Gro
tables and the shap
Redbourn Community
es.’
Thankyou!’
Thanks to the staff, parents and children for their
comments and giving permission to share these lovely
photographs. Also thanks to Sally Yates for writing this piece.

Litter in our
Community – can you help?
Are you keen to support keeping Redbourn clean, or already
help with litter removal? If so, please get in touch with me at
Peta@redbourncg.org - any ideas, support or sharing what you
already do would be very welcome.
Thank you for your interest in keeping our village clean!

Could you be a volunteer?
Redbourn Comunity Group is always looking for
new volunteers! No regular pattern, commitment
or minimum number of hours; just help out when
it suits you. Do call for a chat or email us, we
would be delighted to hear from you.

Redbourn Community Group
Village Hall, High Street, Redbourn AL3 7LW
Telephone: 01582 794550 Email: info@redbourncg.org

FORTHCOMING EVENTS ...
June 5th – Jubilee Lunch – St Mary’s Church
in partnership with Harebell Club (RCG)
July 2nd – Redbourn Festival, Active in Redbourn
September 3rd – Redbourn Classics Motor Show
September 7th – Cheese & Wine, Harebell Club (RCG)

www.redbourncg.org
www.facebook.com/RedbournCommunityGroup/
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GROWING YOUR
OWN
Tony Bartlett - Allotments

Allotment gardens have been a distinctive

REDBOURN FIREWORKS
DISPLAY 2022
Vicky Kidd - Deputy Clerk

Last year saw record numbers attending the display, which

was more that likely due the absence of a display in 2020 and
of course the favourable weather.

Plans are already afoot for this years event which is to be held
on Saturday 5th November, with a best of British theme...
This year we welcome Fine & Country on board as one of the
event sponsors, and are always on the lookout for local (or
non local) businesses to get involved with sponsorship and
raffle prizes.
The committee are seeking an additional person to join them
for the planning stages of the event - which isn't an onerous
task. It involves attending (when possible) bi monthly
meetings throughout the year, with a little extra leading up
to the day.
In addition to this, as always, we are in desperate need of
volunteers on the day of the fireworks setting up and car
parking, during the actual event collecting donations, and
to assist with clearing up the following morning. I can't
stress enough how much work goes into this fantastic FREE
community event and without help from Redbourn residents
it becomes at risk. If you think you may be able to assist with
any of the above - please get in touch with Vicky Kidd on
deputy.clerk@redbourn-pc.gov.uk or 01582 794832.

feature of our landscape for centuries. It is not
known when these first appeared in Redbourn
but there were plots in what is now St Stephens
Way during the early part of the last century. The
Parish Council purchased Greyhound Meadow
in 1948 to provide more allotments. When the
original site was taken for development, a waiting
list for plots grew leading to the development of
two further sites in the 1970’s.
After 2000, across the UK, the popularity of
allotments declined. The challenge of recent
events has reversed that trend, bringing fresh
opportunities and making us appreciate the
importance of growing more of our own food. In
1945 families produced nearly a quarter of their
food but now very much less. A more vegetable
based diet is healthier, cheaper and better for
the environment. Cutting down on food imports
has economic and strategic benefits reducing
transport, packaging and marketing costs. Our
food is fresher and has more flavour. It is not

possible to grow every crop in our climate but
the range of plants now available is probably
much wider than you would expect.
The Allotment Association focus is no longer
on increasing membership and clearing
plots overwhelmed by nettle and bramble.
The aim is to contribute more widely to our
Redbourn community by opening membership
to Associates who do not want a plot but are
interested in producing more food from their
own garden.
Preparation is underway to create the Community
orchard so that in five years there will be autumn
fruit for those who are unable to “Grow their
own”.
Do you know which country adopted the
sunflower as its national flower? We are going
to grow a few of these imposing sunny plants on
our plots this summer. If you would like to join us
in this symbolic show of support let us know. We
will provide you with a free packet of seed.
Check our website:
www.redbourn-allotments.co.uk;
Find us on Facebook or email us:
info@redbourn-allotments .co.uk.

WATERCOLOUR
CLASSES AND
WORKSHOPS
Watercolour classes and
workshops are held every week
in the Redbourn Parish Centre

Contact Liz for the latest class
availability and workshop
programme

Supportive friendly teaching
enabling people of all abilities to
enjoy this beautiful medium

T 01442 249 888
E liz@lizrogers.co.uk
www.lizrogers.co.uk
20 Redbourn News
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Need a little extra care and support
but want to stay in your own home?
We provide home care, support & companionship

JUST £24.99
A MONTH

We are a small independent company that has a team of local, conscientious carers
who provide the support you need. Our aim is to assist older people to remain in their
own homes by offering support, companionship and non-personal care.
We work in Harpenden, St Albans and surrounding villages and
as far as London Colney, Hatfield and Hemel Hempstead.

CAN ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS

AT REDBOURN LEISURE CENTRE
• Newly refurbished gym
• State-of-the-art equipment
• Group Exercise Programme
• Great value monthly membership with no contract.

Some of our Services

You will also have access to:
•Easy online bookings with the EA App
•Everyone on Demand
•Free parking

JOIN NOW

WWW.EVERYONEACTIVE.COM
OR WITH OUR TEAM IN CENTRE
01582 626202
75 Dunstable Rd, St Albans, AL3 7PP
22 Redbourn News

We provide a range
of specifically tailored
services for you or
your loved one.

We can provide assistance with a range of day-to-day tasks, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find us on Facebook
@eaRedbourn

Light housework: bed changing, cleaning, recycling
Meal preparation: breakfast, lunch or evening
Shopping: with you or on your behalf
Admin/Paperwork: helping manage the clutter
Companionship and socialising: trips out, enjoying a cup of tea and a chat
Accompanying to appointments: doctors, hospital, hairdressers
Respite care: a break for a loved one or carer

Join the Team
We are always on the lookout for great team members to come and join us. Do you have natural
empathy and warmth, coupled with patience, resilience, and the ability to effectively communicate?
You do not need experience, just an abundance of these characteristics. Give us a call.

www.nannies4grannies.co.uk/leaflet 01582 764305
www.redbourn-pc.gov.uk 23

INTRODUCING
THE WINE SISTERS
Lizzie O’Donohoe

T

he Wine Sisters is Redbourn’s
new Independent Wine Shop.
As the name suggests, we are
sisters, Claire and Lizzie, we

shop can be served to you for just £6 corkage on top of the
price of the wine, giving our customers the chance to drink
fine wines without the restaurant prices. Cheese plates are on
the agenda within the next month too.

both live in the village and have young children who attend
Redbourn Primary School. Being residents of Redbourn, the
future of the High Street is very important to us, and we want
it to be a vibrant and bustling hub for the locals and visitors
to the area.

We like to think we offer something for everyone, with over
150 wines ranging from £7.99 to £73.99, and an ever-growing
range of Organic Wines.

We’ve always had a passion for wine, and it has been a longterm dream of ours to open a wine shop. It had to be the
sort of place we like to shop for wine ourselves, in a relaxed
environment where you can spend some time browsing, not
rushing to the till at the supermarket.

Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays from 1pm until 7pm

We have different wines open in the shop each week so that
we can keep introducing our customers to more of our range
and offer them the chance to try before they buy. We also sell
a selection of wines by the glass to be enjoyed at our large
sharing table, or if you fancy a bottle, then anything in the

We are currently open the following days and times:

Saturdays between 2pm and 5pm.
We also have a late licence until 10pm so that we can hold
Tasting Events. We will be hosting Special events over the
coming months including Italian Night and a Blind Tasting
Quiz Night.
For further information about holding an event at the shop, or
at an outside venue, please email :
hello@thewinesisters.co.uk

We are an independent eye care practice with over 15 years of
joint experience in Optometry, Opthalmology and Optical
Dispensing
Services we offer:

Eye Examinations
Contact Lens Assessments
Refractive Surgery Consultations
Pre and Post Cataract Surgery Care
Ocular Hypertension (Glaucoma) Screening
Spectacles Dispensing

Course led by ex-professional
& UEFA B Licence coach
Mark Boyce

Contact us via telephone or email to arrange an appointment
or visit us at 78 High Street, Redbourn, AL3 7LN

01582 965575
Email: redbourneyecare@gmail.com
www.redbourneyecare.co.uk
24 Redbourn News
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28

MAY

5

JUN

25/26
JUN

2/3
JUL

REDBOURN IN STEAM

Redbourn Village Museum 11-3pm

JUBILEE PICNIC ON THE COMMON
Redbourn Common 12-5pm

OPEN GARDENS
Redbourn in Bloom

REDBOURN FESTIVAL

Sat 11-4pm - Sun Fete Du Velo 10-4pm

25/23

GIGS IN THE GARDENS

3

REDBOURN CLASSICS

11

FOLK ON THE COMMON

5

REDBOURN FIREWORKS

JUN/JUL
SEPT
SEPT
NOV

Friends of the High Street event Cumberland Gardens
Redbourn Common 12-5pm

Redbourn Common 12-5pm
Redbourn Common 7-8pm

26

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE

27

REDBOURN CHRISTMAS MARKET

NOV
NOV

26 Redbourn News

Redbourn War Memorial 4-5pm
Redbourn High Street 11-5pm
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COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
BEAUMONT WARD

NICHOLLS WARD

DAVID MITCHELL
07973 418124
cllr.david.mitchell@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

DENNIS BIGHAM
07973 418124
cllr.dennis.bigham@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

COLIN O’DONOVAN
01582 792382 or 07860 631463

IAN CALDWELL
07528 741947

cllr.colin.odonovan@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

cllr.ian.caldwell@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

STEVEN KIDD
07738 706679

ROGER GRAY
01582 762914

cllr.steven.kidd@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

cllr.roger.gray@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

TERESA FINNIGAN
07968 171654

PAT SCHOFIELD
01582 793096

cllr.teresa.finnigan@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

cllr.pat.schofield@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

VICTORIA MEAD
01582 792280 or 07506 719922

SYMON VEGRO
07912 398000

cllr.victoria.mead@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

cllr.symon.vegro@redbourn-pc.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
For more info see p 9. To apply

DANIELLE SMITH
07742 971551

email clerk@redbourn-pc.gov.uk
Closing date 6th June

PUBLISHED BY: Redbourn Parish Council
EDITOR: Becky Firth
community@redbourn-pc.gov.uk
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CIRCULATION: Redbourn News is delivered
free to 2300 homes and businesses in the
parish of Redbourn
ADVERTISING RATES: 1/4 page £40
1/2 page £80
Full page £160

The views expressed in Redbourn News are not necessarily those of the editor or of Redbourn Parish
Council, unless specifically stated. The editor reserves the right to modify, shorten or not use material
supplied. All adverts, artwork, photos submitted are accepted in good faith copyright free.
Redbourn Parish Council nor the editor are responsible for goods or services advertised.

